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~ Goodson-Todman’s Dept. Store 


Translating into cold statistics the Mark Goodson-Bill Todman 
giveaway belt-line program operation offers some evidence of the 
fabulous character and current popularity of the shows. 

The Goodson-Todman combo adds up to the biggest merchandis- 


ing stunt in show business 


They give away, via their multiple 


showeasings, $3,000,000 in merchandise a year—on “Hit the Jack- 


pot,” “Winner Take All,” “Stop the Music” 
another big league giveaway operator, 
Clock,” “Time’s a Wastin’”’ and °* 


(in association with 


Lou Cowan), “Beat the 


‘Spin to Win.” 


That’s enough merchandise to stock a good sized department 


store and keep it running for 10 years. 








Continuous Action Filming, Via Video 
Technique, May Solve Kine Problem 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Revolutionary new method of 
film lensing that may be the answer 
to television’s kinescope problems 
and eventually be picked up for 
major film production has been de- 
veloped by indie producer Jerry 
Fairbanks. 

Combining the best advantages 
of both video and film shooting, 
the system permits a picture to be 


lensed in continuous action, even | 


with cuts from one camera to an- 
other. In addition, the director 
can see, via a remote control moni- 
tor similar to that used by TV 


directors, what each caméra is re- | 


cording at all times. By equipping 
his cameramen with earphones, he 
can call the shots as he wants them, 
also as in a live TV show. 


Finished product, being basically | 


straight film, provides just as good 
quality as any motion picture. With 
Hollywood stars and their studios 
still complaining about the poor 
quality of kinescoping, Fairbanks 
believes his system may be the an- 
swer to luring them into TV. Test 
Prints have shown the system can 
Provide better lighting, sound and 


(Continued on page 63) 


Cugat Paid Off in Coffee, 
Realty—Everything But 
Yanqui $ on S.A. Tour 


Xavier Cugat is sitting on a pile 
coffee beans. 
x... the payoff for his recent 
Anco-months tour through Latin 
america, the rhumba_ maestro 
rssed enough java to fill every 
solia'S the Automat chain for a 
er month, _Typifying the dollar 
artlete by junketing American 
io ota UBAt collected coffee in 
Rage estate in Montevideo and 
the-bo — everywhere south-of- 
coi rder. But very little in hard 
C, of the realm. 
owing th who's planning another 
urope 1rough South America plus 
ably Bye. January, will prob- 
chatea himself the owner of a 
or $25,005 a result. The chateau, 
has bee 0 per week in olive oil, 
baist in Hien ered to the rhum- 
through Seat dollars for a tour 
ugat ane up his recent circuit, 
azz but ld the Latin people “love 
are about 10 years behind 


(Continued on page 63) 





of 


+ 


(4). 





Decca’s Q.T. 15th Anni In 

Deference to Jack Kapp 

Cincinnati, Aug. 9. 

Decca Records quietly marked 
its 15th anniversary last Thursday 
There was no celebration and 
promotion arranged. 
Company's executives and some 
of its other employees got to- 
gether in one of the recording stu- 
dios, and that was all. ~ 

Lid placed on the occasion pre- | 
sumably was due to the recent 
death of Jack Kapp, president 
and founder of the company. 


CBS Has Edge On 
TV World Series 


no press 





Cincinnati, Aug. 9. 

Possibility that the World Series 
this vear will be carried by a single 
television network, instead of being 
open on a pooled basis to all com- | 
ers as it was last year, is expected | 
to give the honors to CBS. 

Both radio and TV rights to the 
Series were sewed up for Mutual | 
on a several-years’ deal by Edgar | 
Kobak a few years ago when he | 
was Mutual prexy. Mutual thus 
still holds the rights and, with 
Frank White, former Columbia 
Records chief, now at the MBS 
helm, it’s expected that CBS will 
get first crack, since Mutual will 


'not have a video network in opera- 


tion by Series time. CBS similarly 
carried the All-Star baseball game 
on an exclusive basis last month. 
While Gillette will sponsor the 
Series on Mutual AM, assignment 
of the TV rights has not been 
made. but it is expected the safety 
razor firm will be in the bankroil- 
er’s seat on both media. With the 
coaxial cable now extended to all 
major league baseball cities, all 
games of the Series will be avail- 
able to every inter-connected city 
no matter which two teams play. 
Because there was no cable link 
between the east and west in 1948, 
games played in Boston were not 
seen by midwest viewers and those 


played in Cleveland were not avail- | 
| able to setowners in the east. 
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reigned. 
| girls, cheesecake, or whatever you 


| want 


| gab, gab. 
| so-called whodunits will and must 
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The complaints are mounting in 
radio and television circles, par- 


ticularly in the realm of TV, that | 
the basic ingredient of show busi- | 


ness—glamor—is being bypassed. 


As a result, both media at a 
time when it’s necessary to put 
their best show biz foot forward, 


are becoming hogtied with an over- 
abundance of “talk, talk, talk” 
shows that are driving the viewer 
and the listener away. 

Those whose interest in the per- 
petuation of a solid radio structure 
and the development of video pro- 
gramming with an eye toward box- 
office and ratings grounded in 
an appreciation of inherent show 
business values complain that both 
radio and television are taking the 
lazy and easy way out. They accuse 
the AM and TV programming im- 
presarios of lacking the courage to 
step in and take over where once 
the Dillinghams and the Ziegfelds 


As one complainant put it: ““Let’s 
stop kidding ourselves; just as the | 
stage was deeply rooted in glamor, | 


to call it, so it will go for 
video. That’s always been the | 
drawing card, and always will be. 
“But instead what are we get- 
ting, with but few minor excep- 
tions. One forum show after an- 
other; one dramatic show after an- 
other. There’s nothing but gab, 
Dramatic shows and the 


(Continued on page 61) 
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Hot Pace Despite 


| 


Bway Dog Days 


Despite the most severe summer 
lull in Broadway history, the box- 
office pressure for the “big three” 


hits is still unprecedented. Not 
only has attendance for all three 
stayed at the absolute limit, but 


the turnaway volume has remained 
steady and the advance sale has 
been only slightly affected. The 
combined weekly gross for the 
trio, “South Pacific,” “‘Kiss Me, 
Kate” and “Death of a Salesman,” 
continues to be $121,900 

“Pacific” remains the top grosser 
and unquestionably the hottest 
ticket on Broadway. The Rodgers- 
Hammerstein musical has not had 
an empty seat or less than the 
limit of 30 standees for any per- 
formance since the opening. Even 
during the worst of the recent hot 
spell there was invariably a long 
line at the window before it 
opened every morning. 

Same has been true, to only a 
slightly less degree, with both 

(Continued on page 63) 
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Al Jolson Envisions 3d 
Biopic; Israeli Locale 

| Al Jolson, now in New York on a 

‘personal appearance buildup tour 


for the world preem Aug. 17 of 
“Jolson Sings Again” at Loew's 
State, N. Y., has an idea for a 


second sequel to the original “Jo! 
son Story.” Its locale would be: in 
Israel. 


Having had his rather rich life 
immortalized in celluloid in the 
two pix, Jolson figures that his 


activities in the next two or three 
years on behalf of the youngest 
member of the United Nations 
coupled with his still fertile show 
biz anthology, would be a sturdy 
story basis for a possible third pic 
for Columbia Pictures production. 





NBC Shoots Fer 


Pinza and Martin 


NBC has made overtures to Mary 
Martin and Ezio Pinza, stars of the 
“South Pacific’? musical smash, to 
do a half-hour weekly nighttime 
show. 

Miss Martin says she’s not anx- 


ious to do a regular air series. 
yut will reconsider if a proper 
\format can be worked out and a 
good Sunday spot found. Pinza’s 


willing to go along, but up till now 
he’s held out for a $4,000 fee on 
any air commitments (‘Telephone 
Hour,” etc.). 


| NBC’s idea would be to combine 


both light classical and pops, with 
the Martin and Pinza combo car- 
rying on a light dialog line. If 
proposed program can be worked 
out, NBC will submit it to agen- 
cies for reaction on commercial 
nibbles and then decide whether 
or not to schedule it as a sustainer. 


BEA LILLIE TALKING 
TO LOGAN ON TUNER 


Beatrice Lillie has been talking 
to Joshua 
possibly for this season. Comedi 
enne, who saiis Friday (12 
England aboard the Queen 
tentatively resume 
tour in “Inside U. 
ber. She'll back in six 
but has not signed a contract to re- 
sume in “U. S.-A.” 

Miss Lillie knows nothing about 


a report that John van Druten 
writing a musical comedy book for 





Logan about a musical 

for 
Mary, 
to her 
Ss. A 


is set 
in Octo 


be weeks, 


Is 


her. Van Druten, currently in 
Europe, will be represented on 
Broadway this fall by Alfred de 


Liagre, Jr.’s production of his new 
} play, “Bell, Book and Candle.” 
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CHEESECAKE 


oO Ste Naude Forces Burley to Dress Up: 
ING GLAMIOR See Strippers Stripped 


of Action 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 


Burlesque is due for a “new 
look” when the eastern wheel 
(formerly the Izzy Hirst circuit) 


and its midwest counterpart teeoff 
for the 1949-50 season around Aug. 
26 

Probably activated by vaude's 
comeback, the burley brass and its 
impresarios figure they’ll have to 
dress up the format in forthcom- 
ing season. Just how they'll do it 
is still the $64 question, but as one 
of the toppers of the wheels put it, 
the girl-and-giggle shows will now 
have to really give them some- 
thing what with vaude’s mush- 
rooming to the hinterlands, where 
in past seasons the burleys were 
the only flesh exhibits to hit those 
territories. 

Showmen of the circuits are con- 
vinced that the plethora of strips 
has run its cycle and that“in few 
spots the stag audiences are in- 
sufficient to keep wickets turning 
at profitable pace. Also, many of 
the circuit houses are of limited 
capacity that would practically 
render them useless for policies 
other than grind pix—and they 
don't want that to happen. 

Some operators are plugging for 
a change nearer burley’s original 
format of book shows spaced by a 
vaude olio, with more accent on 
comedy and less stripping. They 
solidify this argument through 
claiming that all the strippers have 
branched into other and more 
profitable fields and that the 
Jenny-come-latelys seemingly pre- 
fer the cafe dates to a Cook’s tour 
with the wheel shows. If the 
thought holds, more attention will 
be given to comedians with 
peelers not entirely limboed but 


(Continued on page 63) 


TV Color Too Hot 
For Sarnoff, Sees 
Long Life for AM 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

David Sarnoff, high man at RCA- 
NBC, undoubtedly has some very 
definite ideas about color televi- 
sion and when it will break, but he 
is discreetly reticent about sharing 
his thoughts with anyone else. 
Asked point-blank about tinting- 
the-vid, he replied, “No, that sub- 
ject is too controversial; I'd rather 
wait until the tacts are developed 
at the FCC hearings.” 

Here for a week following his 
encampment with NBC’s western 
division chief, Sid Strotz, at Bohe- 
mian Grove up north, Sarnoff 
termed his visit “a general inspec- 
tion trip.” He looked over the 
NBC layout in Frisco and Holly- 


also 





wood and said he liked what he 
sav KNBH’s  teevee signal in 
Hollywood is the best he saw, 


which concurs with the Hollywood 
consensus. 

As for radio, he thinks it has a 
good many years left and “will 
always be welcome and needed.” 
He’s due to return east this week. 
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Spa Biz Blah as Easy Money Scrams 
Saratoga; Resort Bids for Masses 


By JOE COHEN + 


Saratoga Springs, Aug. 9. 
The disappointing take at Sara- 
toga Springs follows the trend 
made evident in Miami Beach and 


other luxury resorts, indicating 
that nearly high-priced spas 
must get down to the price level 
of the masses or go dark. The 
era of angling trade to the big 
spenders is over, opera- 
tors feel. 

Saratoga is the itest instance 


of the evaporation of the free and 
easy coin. It ue that there are 
than 


more vacationers this year 

in previous annums—but it’s also 
evident that there’s less money be- 
ing spent. [rack attendance is 
above last season, but the handle 
is somewhat lower. The attendants 
at the $50 windows have enough 
leisure to finish “Gone with the 
Wind” but the boys at the $2 
windows are constantly on the 
go. The beaneries are doing the 


while swank 
g to a com- 


majority of busines 
restaurants are 
parative few. 
Indications that the fast money 
is on the wane is seen by the long 


caterin 


line of taxical waiting to take 
customers to the track at $1.50 
a head. The | re hawking 
for all thev’re worth in an effort 
to make the short Saratoga sea- 
son pay off. The trade is slim, 
but the 10c busses make depar- 


tures every few minutes. 

Another indication of the declin- 
ing opulence of spa is seen 
in the sparse lobby crowds of the 
major hotels. The smaller inns 
and the rooming houses are doing 
comfortable business. 

Like Miami Beach, Saratoga busi- 
messmen are wondering whether 

(Continued on page 63) 
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WANGER SET TO ROLL 


GARBO’S ITALO PIC 


Walter 
Coast over the 


Wanger 


weekend after 


set his financial arrangements for 
filming of the Greta Garbo-starrer. 
‘Duchess of Langeaise,” in Italy. 
He consummated no _ deals, but 


will be back east in 
to set final details. 
Producer has set a_ budget 
he needs about 
and the rest 
pounds. 
of deals with 
coin, but has not 
cision on any yet. 
One of the factors 
the distribution. Wanger 


in lire, francs 


eign currencies’ by 
and France with 
work to be done in England. 


Calleia’s London Play 


Principally active in films 
past 15 vears, 


play, “Till the Thaw.” Piece will 
be presented at London’s West End 
with 
femme lead. 

Long a freelancer, Calleia just 
completed a stint in Columbia’s 
“Palomino,” a western which Rob- 
ert Cohn produced. The veteran 





Appeals Petitions 


Dalton 
Lawson, 
the 
titions 


returned to the 
10 
days in New York endeavoring to 


about a week 


of 
$1.000,000 on the picture, of which 
$300.000 in dollars 
and 
He discussed a number 
outfits with frozen 
come to a de- 


involved is 
may 
make a deal for release of the pic 
which will include supply of for- 
the distrib. 
Producer plans shooting in Italy 
editing and lab 


the 
Joseph Calleia 
returns to legit next month when 
he co-stars in Leon Gordon's new 


Wanda Rotha handling the 





On Trumbo, Lawson 
In Wash. This Week 


Washington, Aug. 9. 
Charles Houston, of counsel for 
Trumbo and John Howard 
said he has heard from | 
Coast that the appeals pe- | 
for Trumbo and Lawson 
should be in Washington by Thurs- 


| 


day (11). The petitions and briefs 
will ask the Supreme Court to 


hear an appeal on the conviction 
of the Hollywood scripters from 
their contempt of Congress con-| 
viction. 

Friday is the last day for filing 
the petitions with the high court. 
It is expected to rule some time in 
October whether it will take the 
case. Lawson and Trumbo were 
convicted in federal district court, 
here, and their convictions were 
upheld by the U. S. court of ap- 
peals. The other eight ‘unfriend- 
ly witnesses” have waived their 
trials and have agreed to abide by 


whatever is the outcome of these 


two cases. 





‘The 10’ Retain Milton Diamond 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. 


Milton Diamond, of N. Y. law 
firm of Poletti, Diamond, Freidin 
& Mackay, with whom Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Jr., and Bartley Crum 
are associated, has been retained 
by the “Unfriendly 10” to work out 
terms in any attempts at settle- 
ment of the $60,000,000 in suits 
they have against film companies 
growing out of contract suspen- 
sions and firings following their 
failure to answer $64 question be- 
fore Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee last year. 

Diamond was here recently with 
young Roosevelt, when latter, re- 
cently elected to Congress, spoke 
before United Jewish Welfare 
fund meeting in Beverly Hills. 
Diamond conferred with Robert W. 
Kenney, Charles Katz and Ben 
Margolis, local counsel for “the 
10” at that time. Crum has been 
associated in the suits since the 
beginning. 

If no settlement comes suits will 
continue, with hearings possibly 
this fall. 


Burns & Allen’s First 
London Date in 12 Yrs. 


George Burns and Gracie Allen, 
who sailed for Britain last week on 
the Queen Elizabeth, will make 
their first vaude appearance in 12 
vears when they open a two-week 
stand at the London Palladium 
shortly after their arrival. Couple’s 
last stint at the British house was 
in 1934. 





Comedy team, of course, did 
numerous cuffo p.a.’s for camp 
shows during the war. With the 


windup of the Palladium booking 
the pair goes to Paris for vacation- 
ing, then returns to the U. S. via) 
plane. They’re set for a CBS airer 
which starts Sept. 21 bankrolled by 
Ammodent. 


Ben Blue and composer Rudolf | 





























actor plans to remain abroad at 
least a year regardless of the Friml also sailed for Britain on the 
length of “Thaw’s” run. Title, Elizabeth, former likewise to ap- 
incidentally, is a tentative one. pear at the Palladium. 
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374th WEEK ! 
3,812 Performances 
All-time long run record 
legitimate theatre. 
KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 





the 


in 











TV Test Case On 
Old ‘Hopalongs’ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 9. 

Test suit to determine TV rights 
in old films, made under forms of 
contracts in vogue before video 
loomed importantly, is currently 
being fought here. It involves the 
tele rights in 13 ‘“Hopalong Cas- 
sidy” westerns being reissued by 
Masterpiece Productions, N. Y. 

Jules Weil, Masterpiece topper, 
has brought the action in Cali- 
fornia superior court against Toby 
Anguish, indie TV producer on the 
Coast. He seeks a_ declaratory 
judgment and damages in an 
amount to be determined later. 
Anguish claims to own the TV 
rights to the 13 oaters via a deal 
made with Clarence E. Mulford, 
who wrote the original yarns; 
Doubleday, which published them, 
and Bill Boyd, star of the pix, who 
owned a piece of them. 

Interpretation of the old stand- 
ard form of contract is involved, 
with the result providing an im- 
portant precedent. Anguish claims 
that Weil did not obtain video 
rights when he bought the reis- 
sues from United Artists, which 
in turn had acquired them from 
Paramount. Leonard E. Meyer- 
berg, his counsel, maintains that 
Mulford, Doubleday and Boyd had 
reserved TV rights when they sold 
the films. 

Irwin Margulies, attorney for 
Masterpiece, interprets the con- 
tract to mean Mulford, et al., re- 
served rights only in the literary 


material, not in the finished pic- | 


tures themselves. In other words, 
he contends, Anguish has the sole 
right to use of the “Hopalong” 
character and yarns for new TV 
films or live action shows, but 
Masterpiece got the TV rights in 
the 13 pictures when it bought 
them. 





Personal Services, Such 


As US. Talent, Exempted 


From Britain’s $ Curbs 


London, Aug. 9. 

Britain’s latest dollar-saving 
campaign, which originally was re- 
ported to have clamped a three- 
month ban on importation of 
Amercian artists, won’t affect U. S. 
talent after all. Treasury points out 
that the step exempts personal 
services and therefore performers 
fail to come within its scope. 

In disclosing the austerity meas- 
ure early last week, the Treasury’s 
first announcement through its of- 
ficial spokesmen gave an erroneous 
picture of the situation. Later the 
government agency hastened to 
advise the press that the new re- 
striction won't hit American talent 
in any way. 





Deanna Durbin, U 


End 13-Year Assn. 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Deanna Durbin ends 13-year as- 
sociation with Universal Sept. 1. 
Deal to star her in coin-unfreezing 
film abroad has been abandoned. 
She hasn't made a picture during 
past year, although she drew $300,- 
000 in salary. No new deals set. 


M" J° ‘ - ( 





| Vagabonding with Vandy 


| __ By Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr.— 


Malvern, England. 


Understand on high authority 
that Luxembourg is going to be- 
‘come the GHQ for the Atlantic 
'Pact, and that Perle Mesta, the 


‘newly appointed U. S. Minister the Queen Mary tomorrow 


Cantor to Huddle 
Todd on ‘2-a-Day’ 


Paris, Aug, 9. 
When Eddie Cantor arrives on 
(Wed) 





there, will soon be named Ambas- in New York he will huddle with 


| sador. 


Fontainbleu, will be transferred to 
| Luxembourg, and in time its af- 
\fairs administered by a group of 
'three: the French General Koenig, 
British Air Marshall Tedder and 
General Eisenhower. Gen. de 
Gaulle would have been chosen as 
Supreme Commander if he had not 
played politics so much. 

England’s game now seems to 

be: If you don’t continue to help 
us with our ERP deficits, we'll 
play neutral in the next war! My 
own survey of three weeks in Eng- 
land assures me Labor will win the 
next election—if no war comes 
about beforehand. Labor’s 
|won’t be as great as it was last 
time, but its majority will be com- 
fortable. 

A week in London, two in the 
provinces, convinces us if you have 
to live in England, be sure you live 
in the provinces. This applies also 
to London. For although we had 
comfortable rooms with baths at 
Grosvenor House, the food situ- 
ation is deplorable. And although 
the Labor Govt. has fixed the price 
of meals there are always means of 
circumventing them. For instance 
on all hotel bills of fare it is stated 
no more than five shillings can be 
paid for dinner; but at the same 
time a “cover charge”’ of six shill- 
ings per person is added; and at 
the end of this meal a “surcharge” 
of two shillings six pence, bringing 
the $1 meal up to almost three 
bucks per head. This same fee is 
tacked onto each meal; and in ad- 
dition to all of this a ‘service ‘sur- 
charge’ ”’ is added at the end of the 


stay. Our floor servants (room 
waiters, valet, maid, etc.) all as- 
sured us they received not one 


penny of this extra surcharge, so 
of course we must tip them lavish- 
ly too. But the infuriated manage- 
ment informs us, the floor servants 
were lying: “We cut them in on 
every surcharge.” 

A week at the Grosvenor House 
—photographing London, buying 
clothes at Norman Hartnell’s and 
Austin Reed and Selfridge’s; then 
two weeks in the country, one of 
them at the rambling comfortable 
Abbey Hotel in Great Malvern, 
near the center of England, and 
the other at the spacious, well op- 
erated Moorelands at Hindhead, 45 
minutes south of London, three 
miles from Chequers (the Prime 
Minister's summer home) and 
within easy radius of Ascot, Eton, 
Windsor, Henley as well as all the 
South Coast resorts. 

Though food makes little differ- 
ence to some, we find this differ- 
ence very important in Europe to- 
day, especially important in Eng- 
land. The food at Malvern and 
Hindhead was as good as any on 
the Continent away from England. 
The rates, service and accommoda- 


win , 


tions commensurate. Having stayed | 


at both the Abbey and the Moore- 
land pre-both-wars I felt certain 
their service would hold up. 
has. From Malvern I have com- 
muted daily to the southern and 
the northern coal mines and steel 
pits of Wales; to the textile towns 
_(Manchester, Birmingham, Coven- 
try, Rugby, Chester, Leicester, 
Nottingham, Worcester) of the 
Midlands; to the farming country 
of Stratford-on-Avon, Broadway, 
Upton - on - Severn, Shrewsbury, 
Tewksbury, Wolverhamton and 
Bridgnorth. From Hindhead we 
have been as far west as Torquay 
and Plymouth, Bath and Bristol: 
,east to Folkeston, Chichester, Can- 
terbury and Brighton. We have 
run the gamut of the elements, 
with rain every day save five, and 
only two days with the ther- 
,mometer about 80. 

England's crops are three weeks 
earlier than ever; they appear ex- 
cellent. It doesn’t look as if as 
much land is under cultivation this 
year as last, but what is, is in top- 
notch shape. There appear to be 


It | 


/weeks in the U. S. zone of occu 


more cattle, sheep and chickens. 


than I saw a year ago, but less peo- 
ple working on the farms. 


The English people still loo 
dowdy, but there are lots of 
clothes in the shop - windows, 


though the prices seem to me to be 


very high. Mrs. Vanderbilt likes 
Norman Hartnell’s things better 


than those of all the Paris showings 
including Jean Dessus. She likes 
“Utility” tweeds at Jaeger’s in 
Stratford-on-Avon and Selfridge’s 


aX @& 9 





The joint High Command, |Mike Todd on the George Jesse}. 
|now headquartered at Gen. Mont-| Ethel Merman-Cantor 
|gomery’s Chateau de la Riviere at| producer's proposed 


setup for the 
“Two-A-Day” 
at the Winter Garden on Broadway 
Cantor wants to do several per. 
sonals—he has a number of repeat 
fair dates set—and will bear down 
on “Take It or Leave It” (Eyer. 
sharp) which he is privileged to 
tape-record for NBC. 

Cantor was in Cannes 10 dayg 
where he did a guester with May. 
rice Chevalier on the latter's Mpg 
“So This Is Paris” series. The 
comedian’s opinion of the Riviera 
“It’s Grossinger’s, Lindy’s, Holly. 
wood, Broadway and not French!" 
Chevalier works with a studio ay. 
dience and Cantor observed that 
“it sounded like Loew's State” 

Cantor felt out Chevalier on tele. 
vision and found that the French 
star—like so many in America— 
“wants the big boys to experiment 
for a year and then maybe I ean 
benefit by what they find out.” 


NEXT SHAW-PASCAL Plc 
‘ANDROCLES’ (KERR) 


George Bernard Shaw’s “An- 
drocles and the Lion,” with De. 
borah Kerr starred, has been set 
by Gabriel Pascal as his next pro- 
duction. He plans to film it in 
Italy early next year, taking ad- 
vantage of natural settings provid. 
ed by the old ruins for the yam 
localed in ancient Rome. 

Pascal has picked up the one 
picture option on Miss Kerr's serv- 
ices that he retained when he 
turned her contract over to Metro 
several years ago. Producer, who 
has an agreement with Shaw giv- 
ing him sole rights to film the 
playwright’s works, is currently at 





the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minn. He underwent an opera- 
tion there about two weeks ago 
and will be laid up for another 


couple weeks. 





Florence George Back 
From European Tour 


Concert singer Florence George 
trained to the Coast over the week- 
end after arriving in New York last 
Wednesday (3) from a three-month 
European tour. Accompanying her 
west was her husband, Everett 
Crosby, brother and manager of 
Bing, who also made the swing 
through Continental capitals. 

A coloratura, Miss George sang 
at such overseas meccas as St. An- 


drews Hall, Glasgow, and the 
Drottningholim theatre, Stockholm. 
In regard to Bing’s activities, 


Everett Crosby said there was lit- 
tle chance that his brother woul 
make a film or appear in vaude 
abroad. 


Nicholson to Head Up 


Army Info in Germany 
Washington, Aug. 9. 

Newspaper publisher Ralph 
Nicholson leaves for Germany at 
the end of the month to take 
charge of the Army information 
program including motion pictures. 
Announcement of his appointment 
is expected shortly. 

Nicholson, who will be a top a& 
sistant to John J. McCloy, the 
U. S. High Commissioner, said that 
changes in the picture program are 
under discussion in Army circles 
Just what these shifts would be, 
he did not disclose, but he e* 
plained that the Army will 
hampered by a shortage of budget. 

Nicholson recently spent two 





pied Germany as an observer. He 
recently sold his New Orleans 
Item to David Stern 3d. However, 
he retains a half interest im © 
Tampa Daily Times and in radio 
station WDAE there. 


ee ND h: - —— as 
too. I like the underwear and 
socks in Austin Reed's and Sé 
fridge’s as well as any I've _o 
though the prices are about = 
ble those at home. We have oan 
to the conclusion that the reaso 
for the holdup of the Hollywor. 
pictures is that the British eh 
ernment doesn’t want the Britis 
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YANKS MELT 80% OF ICED POUNDS 


_— decals 


aith’s Willingness to Double-Bill I'S SF nF MAN Hughes Has All Groups Bidding For 
With Brit. Pix May Spark New Hassle —¢r7¢ paryFpy RKO Theatres Vampin’ Till He's Ready 


Looming as the next major con- + * Howard Hughes has all bidders 
troversy among member companies American film companies have for the controlling stock in the 


; A : | , . of ‘ : b t 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of Freeman S$ Par Pinch-Hit hit upon a successful pattern for Krim S Long Vacash RKO circuit dangling. That pre- 














~~ 








America is 4 reported move by Meek. Siem. Maeieaneel the liquidation of frozen pounds dicament apparently applies equally 
20th-Fox to force abandonment of pees ar : — t] ir New 12 Britain. Already, the majors _ Holiywood, Aug 9. to the so-called favored bidding 
the unit rule in England. That rule, | Stuagio veepee currently 1 INE have retrieved in cash or other- Arthur Krim, president of Eagle | triumvirate of Stanley Meyer-Cliff 


announced by MPAA prexy Eric a ie wna = wise used up more than 80% of Lion, heads for New York next! Work-Matty Fox as well as Floyd 
Johnston in Britain last year, bans 3; — grees 7 wi “i be een seateatm their estimated earnings during the Week on what is likely to be an ex- Odlum, Atlas Corp. prez; Malcolm 
the mixed packaging of British and arney Balaban who Is presently initial year of the Anglo-U. S. film tended vacation. Krim’s resigna- Kingsberg, RKO theatre head, and 


American features in double-bills ae Europe. , answer agreement. A rush is currently tion from the top EL spot takes at least one other undisclosed syn- 
pooked among Anglo circuits. — - ~—— Bape Gutics In on to take care of the remaining effect Monday (15). He served dicated 

Under the Johnston declaration, N. Y., Freeman's response is: I'm 20% and what is earned in the notice on the company several The Meyer, et al. offer ran out 
the rule expires next April unless minding the store while Barney is fyture before the curtain bangs ™onths ago. : Friday (5) and the trio are still 
the companies can agree upon its away.” Studio biggie is operating gown on further maneuvers on : Krim is expected to go to Europe waiting word from- Hughes on 
extension. Twentieth, it is said, | out of Balaban's office. June 30, 1950. for several months following a whether he will sell his 929,020 
has already served notice on other Additionally, Freeman has _ par- Fruitful negotiations to take short New York stay. He may be shares to the syndicate at $6 per 


MPAA members that it will sell its ticipated in distribution meets and eare of Universal’s iced currency @ccompanied by Robert Benjamin, share. Meyer & Co. expects to 
product along = with British film has been eyeing the corporate set- in Britain were disclosed this week head of J. Arthur Rank’s U. S. close a deal but any hopes which 
when the original time limit ex- up to determine whether further by Joseph H. Seidelman, U's for- . °T8 and a partner with Krim in they may have entertained for a 








pires. Number of other Yank dis- economies are feasible. eign chief, on his return from the law firm of Phillips, Nizer, Ben- fast nod from the RKO biggie have 

tribs want the same ban continued abroad. U has worked out three Jamin & Krim. not been realized. From all ap- 

and a fight is believed brewing. methods which will absorb its en- 'pearances, Hughes remains closeted 
While the rule holds unti! April, tire 800,000 pounds ($3,200,000) rep- . | with his advisors mulling the fate 

question of an extension is already ar- ll er e resenting what the company has hn t FCA }of the big circuit. 

a pressing matter because Yank and will earn in the two years 0 S On S Meanwhile, as late as yesterday 


distribs customarily book their which end in mid ’50. (Tues.), Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, 


product in British circuits some ' Paramount, the other major e e e Fenner & Beane, Hughes’ New 
six months ahead of actual play- | an pree 0 |which has heretofore done little York reps, received no word that a 
dates. Hence, spring bookings must ’ to thaw its pounds, is getting set ISsion alising | deal had been closed with Meyer 
be handled in the coming fall. . for similar maneuvers. Paul Rai- interests. The N. Y. house is con- 
Without a decision on the unit bourn, Par’s veepee and fiscal ex- tinuing to negotiate with at least 
rule, majors would be stymied in uction r ere pert, goes to Britain this month two outside syndicates, one of 
dealing with the British chains. to recommend specific invest- 0 OITY which is probably that of Kings- 
The Johnston declaration was ments.. Par has already piled up berg 


After several months of fruitless 


predicated ona prior gy seriggenhend negotiations to reach a deal on the 500,000 pounds ($2,000,000) in fro- Indication that the relationship Odlum, who holds an option to 
all companies that ey 1; Butterfield circuit, Paramount is 2°? assets. Other majors have petween the Motion Picture Assn. (Continued on page 24) 








made a number of important in- of America and the Society of ERG 


vestments or launched into film [ndependent Motion Picture Pro- Paramount Circuit 


production. 


abide by the announcement. par : 
mhishen ,y.| preparing to advertise for public 
20th refuses to go along and pe! cas. Hh will bb the Tem earinar 


j ‘ails mpanies will : i 
suasion fails, other com} ship chain held by the company in ducers is not all turtle-dovey — 








be forced to drop the policy. whi sia : 2 Aside from Par’s and U’s opera- Pe eae ih ones ° e 
: , 4 Bi hich a breakup is arranged by |,. I despite two recent meetings to plot D (C OK 
mule pg ye ee magn ra the public auction method. Under “MS, the _ companies wanes suc- “cooperation” —is seen in reaction | Quizzing .L. ON 
= nd Gamont-British chains, that system, Par will put its (Continued on page 22) 'of SIMPP members this week to! 
Odeon and Gaumont-British chains. Thinorty interest in the circut om seports that Eee Johnston woud To Add New Theatres 


he block with » highes i P » to Europe shortly on a mission | 
| the N the highest bidder go to Oy ortly « S Washington, Aug. 9. 


* * * 9 
| getting the property. Pp p for the Economic Cooperation Ad- i a ag Mie. 
Major company holds a _ one- IX IVVYS In ministration. SIMPPites fear that) , Officials of the new Parartount 


Bergman-Rossellini Idyll ‘third slice in some 20 houses and the MPAA topper will take the eircuit which gets its birth Jan. 1 


one-fifth in the remaining 100. Cir- opportunity to discuss film deals | have been meeting with the Depart- 

hy B 0 Boost For cuit blankets the state of Michigan. . with foreign governments, particu-|™ent of Justice in an attempt to 
een aS D.V. Purchaser of the Paramount share he ; ; larly the British. determine how far the chain can go 

‘ i? " 9 would be entitled to two directors Suspicion of the motives for the | Under the Paramount consent de- 
Stromboli, NG for Oall on the board of seven. Washington, Aug. 9. Johnston trip abroad goes back to petra Moe Lay rypon Frat ery oi 
Ingrid Bergman’s announcement Par has refused an offer by the Total dividends declared by the the basic differences in approach petra a “that hea yodocn Gold. 
from Italy over the weekend of Butterfield interests at a price motion picture industry during the to the industry’s foreign difficulties 4 aagesiBite f tk bt «ram it: 
; based on computations similar to second quarter of this year amount- (Continued on page 27) enson, prez of the coming Circuit, 


(Continued on page 27) 














plans to divorce her husband—_ 5 rj c . af Robert O’Brien, future veepee; and 
with the implication that she nae Raeaite Wameiated On 0k te ed to $10,241,000 as against $15,- . . Walter Gross, general counsel. 
would marry director Roberto Ros-| ptterfield thveush asle to the| 038,000 for the same period in Cohn Will Miss Preem The big point to be ironed out 
sellini—is figured by most indus-| yanagement. Par maintains that re ee eee | /is the decree’s provision which 
try observers as still another blow RKO took ioe low a figure bg eyed leaaeery alte a Columbia president Harry Cohn | (Continued on page 27) 

ing “ , | , f slice : : ' “ 
mame reedy straggling Joan of | Mente F. Gowthorpe, former $7419.000 melon, exceeding the eee ee ane ao OME TS) | nem 


Are.” At the same time, it is |following a six-week tour of | 


| Paramount theatre exec, is head of $7,280,000 dividend in June of last 





thought it will be another public-| ; : : han. | /Europe. He sails next Saturday 

ity hypo to kick up business for| ‘He chain. His entry into the cir. | year. |(13) on the Ile de France from | 

a “a A ; |cuit apparently has not smoothed | hief for the fall of this | ae | 

Stromboli,” which Miss Bergman | the course of negotiations. | GC lief reason for the fall o is Paris. RI, 

and Rossellini are now making in) year’s second-quarter divvy was It is expected that he will re-| 

Italy. | the failure of the Stanley Co., War- main east a few days for discus- | Trade Mark Registered 


Aura of scandal in the heavy | PQ’ ; ner Bros. theatre subsid, to declare sions regarding “Jolson Sings || ~ounpeD BY SIME SILVERMAN 
press and radio treatment of Miss | B way Ads on Negro Pic |its regular dividend. Commerce Again” openings at the State, | Published Weekly by VARIETY, Inc. 


Bergman’s romantic entanglement | D ° ° ° | Department officials point out that N. Y.,, next Wednesday (17) and |) 554 wag ea, Paesident i i 
eemed Tinged With Bias, Se Eee Mee TS, Ne 7. 


with Rossellini is cause for the, the announced figures represent at the Woods, Chicago, the follow- | Hollywood 28 
fears concerning the effect on| J ‘ only about 60% of all dividends ing Wednesday, before continuing | ag 
“Joan” business. It is believed | FC Revises Its Campaign distributed by the industry. ‘to the Coast. 002 wasienat trene Building 





that this i ligious | Chicago 1 
s will offend relig 360 No. Michigan Ave. 


. | . ‘ . . . id- : 

groups on whom the pic must de- Following squawks from indivi - londes Wot 

pend for much of its b.o. ‘ual patrons and _ organizations, N ] B ff ~ @ St. Martin's Ply Trafalgar Se 
On the other band, “Stromboli” | Film Classics has partially revised ationa OXOTTICEe urvey _ sbi an 


is strictly a romantic item and the its ad campaign for “Lost Boun- SUBSCRIPTION 
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ated a great deal of public interest Astor, N. ¥. Paradoxically, ‘Fverything’ Holds Stro - & d | ete cnllercnneche whieh 
in the new Bergman, as seen in the and lobby displays for this film, very g ng in yecon 170 ~~ 
pic, as well as the locale itself. 'which Louis de Rochemont pro- ||| Vol. 175 Te 0. 


Musicals again continue in the Amigos,” RKO reissue package, | 





oF pix are being handled by say colnet: Ry setae: p= fore and are weathering a resump- which is doing okay to big trade. i 
— Jean,” which so far has srejudice. FC execs, handling the tion of torrid weather with the — Top runner-up pictures are “Girl INDEX 
Played about 2,000 engagements, PreJ ° aay most ease this session. Several From Jones Beach” (WB), “Dan 
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Faster Film Playoffs Create Seller's | 


} 
j 
| 
| 


Market on Bway: 


In complete contrast to war and + 
postwar boom days, the distribs 
are calling most of the shots cur- 
rently in the booking of product in | 
Broadway houses. Not only is it 
pretty much the seller’s choice on 
where he'll spot his pic, but some 
exhibs are reportedly giving way 
considerably on “tough” deals. 

Prime force behind this switch- 
over is. of course, that ancient 
economic factor: supply and de- 
mand. A couple of years back, 
when pix were regularly holding 
over for long runs, there were too 


many films for the number of 
houses. Now it’s vice versa. 
Reflecting the change is the 


burn currently by City Investing 
Co. against Columbia over booking 
“Jolson Sings Again” in Loew’s 
State, N. Y. Maurice Maurer, Cl’s 
theatre operating head, thought he 
had a half-promise from Col to put 
“Jolson” into his Astor, but didn’t | 
count on the $250,000 film rental | 
guarantee demanded by the dis- 
trib. He refused to give it. 
Maurer thought the guarantee ex- 
cessive, particularly after he had 
plaved along with Col, he felt, on 
two previous pix in the Astor 
which did not quite measure up 
to expectations. They were “Knock 
On Any Door’ and “We Were 
Strangers.” He had hoped that 
this would soften up Col sales chief 
Abe Montague on giving “Jolson” 
to the house. He had given lesser 
(Continued on page 13) 





‘Shaking-Down’ Process 
Has Put Hollywood On 


Even Keel—Joe Hazen 


First shock of the economies 
that started to hit Hollywood two 
years ago have been fully absorbed 
now and results are being 
in greater efficiency of production 
and improved quality. So says Jo- 
seph H. Hazen, president of Hal 
Wallis Productions. who fiys to Eu- 
rope on Friday (12). 

“It has taken this long for the 
industry to get completely shaken 
down to the new conditions,” Ha- 
zen declared, “but the people in 
Hollywood are now going about 
their work in a better frame of 
mind. Those who had to go are 
gone and those who have remained 
feel more secure. No longer wor- 
ried that they won't have a job 
tomorrow, they’re showing much 
greater efficiency.” 

Hazen added that the resistance 
to economy which was felt on every 
side a couple years ago has now 
passed and there is general recog- 
nition that ‘extravagance and 
showmanship are not necessarily 


synonymous, that you can exhibit | 


plenty of showmanship but be 
sensible about costs.” 

Divorcement and the disintegrat- 
ing British situation may make 
further curtailment necessary in a 
year or so, the former Warner 
Bros. exec warned. He admitted, 
however, that the effects of di- 
vorcement on production can’t be 
ascertained with anything less 
than a crystal ball. 

Hazen clippers to England to 
join his partner, Wallis. Latter is 
now in Italy shooting exteriors and 
locations for “September.” Hazen 
expects to return to the U. S. with 
Wallis early in September. On 
the way over to Italy, Hazen said 
he would stop in England for a 
week or so for a gander at the 
situation there. His familv will go 
to Italy by ship and join him 
there. 


JUDGE ORDERS SALE 
OF GOLDWYN STUDIOS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 9. 

Sale of the Samuel Goldwyn 
Studios was ordered by Judge Paul 
Nourse in L.A. superior court, 
winding up a long legal battle be- | 
tween Goldwyn and Mary Pick- 
ford. Coin derived from the sale 
will be split three ways among the 
owners: 41/80ths to Miss Pickford; 
20/80ths to Goldwyn Productions, 
and 19/80ths to the Formosa Corp., 
owned by Goldwyn. 

Property was ordered sold not 
Jater than Aug. 31, with the mini- 
mum bid set at $1,500,000, although 
estimates of its value run as high 
as $2,500,000. Sale will be handled 
by three referees, Charles Shat- 
tuck, Alexander MacDonald and 
Louis J. Pfau, Jr. 





Distribs Call Shots 





seen | 


Welles Redubs Lines 
On ‘Macbeth’ in Rome 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Print of “Macbeth” is being sent 
to Orson Welles by Republic so 
star can redub his lines. Studio 
has completed full redubbing of all 
other players, cutting thickness out 
of Scotch burr. 

Welles has no plans for return- 
ing to U. S. in near future, so Re- 
public has asked him to do his 
end of job in Rome. 


Film ‘Festivals 
Tied Too Closely 
With Ideologies 


While Hollywood long has been 
cognizant that awards granted at 
overseas film festivals often are 
inspired by political considerations 
rather than the true merit of the 
entry. it continues to be relatively 
active in the pix competitions. U.S. 
film men feel that the publicity 
derived from the showings usually 
offsets the lack of prizes. 

Pointing up the alleged favor- 
itism at festivals is last week’s ac- 
tion of the Italian delegation in 
withdrawing from Czechoslovakia’s 
International Film Festival held at 
Marienske Lazne. The group from 
Italy left in a huff after both the 
Czechs and Russians disclosed that 
they had no intention of participat- 
ing at either the Venice or Cannes 
fests. 

In refusing to enter the Italian 
and French meets, the Russians 
claimed the ‘capitalistic’ rules 
could not be expected to give them 
a fair shake. On the other hand 
in the Czech conclave, which 
closed Saturday (7), the all-Czech 
jury handed practically all of the 
major awards to Russian entries. 
Brushed off were such American 
pictures as Warners’ “Johnny Be- 

(Continued on page 27) 


MORE READJUSTMENT 
OF B’WAY BO. SCALES 


| Several Broadway firstruns have 
| trimmed their scales. The Roxy has 
‘eliminated its weekend top of $1.80, 
‘getting $1.50 which is in line with 
ithe other stage-film theatres’ peak 
scale. 

The Victoria has dropped to 
$1.25 top, instead of $1.50. It elim- 
inated its $1.80 several months ago. 








The Astor is keeping its $1.50 peak | 


price. The Criterion and several 
other houses announced several 
weeks ago a 50c admission for 


voungsters hoping to get patronage 
of kids out of school. The Roxy 
also now has an afternoon scale of 
95c on weekday afternoons up until 
5 o'clock, being only a minor cut. 
It also has a $1.25 admittance fee 
on Saturday afternoon until 5 p.m., 
apparently to get juve attendance. 

Virtually all houses on Broadway 
now open up with a 50c or 55c ad- 
mission. However, with “Mighty 
Joe Young,” the Crit is pushing up 
its prices fast, getting a general 
admission of 80c weekdays last 
week before 1 o'clock. 


Glorifying Popcorn 

Walter Wanger is apparent- 
ly convinced of how much 
money there is for the picture 
industry in popcorn. So much 
so he’s going to build the pop- 
crackle-crunch rights into a 





film. 

He registered with the Mo- | 
tion Picture Asst. of America | 
last week two titles for feature | 
pictures: “Popcorn” and “Pop- 
corn of 1950.” 








$30 Prices for American 
Pix at Czech Fete As 
Red Winners Brushed 


Washington, Aug. 9. 

Motion Picture Export Assn. 
vesterday (8) gleefully greeted re- 
ports that ticket speculators had 
gotten $30 apiece for seats to 
“Johnny Belinda” and “Treasure of 
Sierra Madre” at the 4th Interna- 
tional film festival, which closed 
yesterday in Marienbad, Czecho- 
slovakia. 

The Communist - dominated 
Czech officials awarded all top 
prizes to the Russian entries, with 
popular dissents being registerec 
by the audiences. Commented 
MPEA, in part: 

“Private advices from Czecho- 
slovakia reported that huge crowds 
had to be turned away from every 
showing of the American films. The 
prize-winning Russian films, on the 
contrary, aroused little popular 
enthusiasm, despite tub-thumping 
by the festival authorities and the 
Communist-controlled Czech press. 
Accordéng to United Press, black- 
market operators got $30 for a $1 
ticket at the theatre showing Amer- 
ican entries. 

“Further evidence of the over- 
whelming popularity of American 
pictures with the people is shown 
by the fact that two U. S. features 
—‘‘Arabian Nights’ and “Adven- 
tures of Robin Hood’ —are now 
playing on long runs in theatres 
in Prague and other key Czech 
cities to overflow audiences. So 
great is the demand for tickets that 
persons in boxoffice lines are sell- 
ing their places for fancy prices.” 


AUTEN’S FRENCH B.R. 
FOR ‘THE MONEYMAN’ 


New production unit headed by 
W. E. Auten, formerly Eagle Lion’s 





special rep in Europe, has been 
formed with a lmization of 
Thomas Costain’s best-seller of 


1947, “The Moneyman,” slated as 
the first venture. Understood that 


“Moneyman” will get RKO re- 
‘lease. Company, under the label 
Benagoss Produetions, plans six 


pix yearly, all to be turned out in 
Europe. 

Auten is currently on the Coast 
seeking a top director and cast. He 
is due in Paris Monday (15) to 
arrange for an early lensing of the 
unit’s first pic. All films will be 
produced in English and aimed for 
the world market. 


Understood that Auten has both 
an English and French partner 
with the trio contributing neces- | 
sary financing. Mrs. Carolyn} 
Stagg, formerly story editor of! 
Samuel Goldwyn, is acting as both | 


story editor and talent supervisor | 


Feeling among N. Y. showmen is 


that the realignment of scales, 
especially with straight-film the- 
atres, is in line with the competi- 
tion from stage-film houses. High 
scales for film-only spots hardly 
were justified, it was claimed, in 
in the face of less than $1 top 
weekday nights at the Palace with 
vaudeville and films or as com- 
pared with the Musie Hall or Para- 
mount, for instance. 





Col. Suspends Vidor 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Columbia has suspended Charles 
Vidor for refusing to direct “The 
Petty Girl,” skedded for Aug. 29 
start with Robert Cummings and 
Joan Caulfield starring. Nat Per- 
rin produces. 

Offcial reason for suspension is 
studio’s statement that Vidor failed 
to “act in good faith.” Vidor re- 
mains silent, but it’s believed he 
objected to final script. 


for Benagoss. 


“Moneyman” will be produced | 
in French locales because the story, 
a period piece in the 14th century, | 
takes place in France. New outfit | 
will have its chief offices in Paris 
but will produce films anywhere | 


on the Continent. | 
Benagoss topper is a son of Capt. | 


Harold Auten, formerly connected | 
with both United Artists and J. | 
Arthur Rank. Son served as an) 
aide to Field Marshal Montgomery | 
during the war. 


A Ripley: This Newark 
Indie Sues for Last Run 


Major company attorneys are 
puzzling over a novel complaint 
aired by the Empire theatre, New- | 
ark, in an anti-trust action filed 
against the eight distribs. While 
most treble-damage suits charge re- | 
fusal to sell at a certain run, Em- | 
pire’s beef is that it wanted last- 
run product but the majors refused 
to sell it any films at all. Empire 
is an old burlesk house which was | 
converted into a flickery. 

Action demands damages of 
$1,692,000. Attorney repping the 
plaintiff is O. John Rogge; suit is 
brought in N. Y. Federal court. , 





;may request us to clear for 


|we know specifically what kind 


Finneran Plan’ a Speckled Rainbow 
In the All-Industry Chicago Powwow 


+ Allied’s acceptance of t 


_ tation to attend the 
‘public relations 





he inyj. 
all-industry 
conference 


Lerner’s ‘Brig’ Huddles 


° : , 1 

With Rank on Pic Sale Chicago Aug. 30-31 1s viewed gg 
both good and bad hy the ou 

Hollywood, Aug. 9. arranging the conclave. it's Xecs 

Alan Jay Lerner leaves for N. Y- jin that it means every PE ir 

today (9) to meet with Cheryl | of the industry will Ne teadeare 

Crawford and J. Arthur Rank rep- eq It’s bad, it is said. if tae 

resentatives Aug. 15. inists, as indicated, on pushine 

Rank reps will return from Eng- the “Finneran Plan” at jk! a 

land on that date for further dis- sions. Ses- 
cussions on British producer ac- “Finneran Plan” is a sch 

quiring film rights to Lerner’s and long-discussed by Allied for — 


Frederick Loew’s “Brigadoon.” cotting by the studios of any Hol. 


lywoodite whose 





— actions reflec 
badly on the industry. It came = 
NBC Pledges Full after Robert Mitchum was an 


rested on the Coast and a few 
other players got themselves jp 
the public prints for drunkenness 
battles with cops, etc. ; 

Execs of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America and other Of fi- 
cials who are attempting to ar- 
range an agenda for the Chi 
meetings are fearful that insist. 
ence by Allied on discussion of 
the Finneran scheme will turn the 
conclave into a wrangle instead of 
a peaceful session for a start to. 
ward a solution of the industry’s 


Co-op to Fabian 
On Theatre Tele 


The Natioial Broadcasting Co. 
this week definitely committed it- 
self to cooperate fully with Si H. 


Fabian in programming the indie public relations problems. They 
circuit operator's theatre television ®re trying at all costs to avoid 


having the conference boomerang 
by resulting in publicity that the 
industry couldn’t 


Web’s 
Fabian 


promise, made in 
by NBC exec 


outlets. 
a letter to 


veepee Charles R. Denny, Jr.. helps. ~~?" , _ even agree on 
to solve one of the thorniest , 't8 Own public relations. _ 
problems confronting Fabian in his Introductions of the Finneran 


Plan is said to be dangerous in 
that the major companies will be 
(Continued on page 22) 


Seniority, 15% Hikes 
Demanded by IATSE 
At Early Producer Meets 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Preferential hiring on seniority 
basis and 15% wage hike, are be- 
ing demanded by IATSE in prelim- 
inary meetings with producers on 
contract negotiations. Pact expires 
at midnight tonight (9). 


plan to build and operate the first 
theatre TV chain in the east. 

Denny’s assurances’. definitely 
open the possibilities of Fabian’s 
getting both programs especially 
created for theatre TV by NBC and | 
the web’s regularly-scheduled com- 
mercial shows, such as Milton 
Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre.” In | 
regard to the latter, the web exec | 
noted that it would bring up some | 
“extremely complicated problems.” 
In a great number of instances, 
Denny said, “special clearances for 
theatre use would have to be ob- 
tained and in many cases it may 
be impossible or impracticable for 
us to obtain them. 





ie a IA asks three seniority grades 
Nevertheless,” Denny added, be established, with industry work- 
‘we will de what we reasonably ers since prior to 1939-40 period 


can to obtain or assist you in ob- 
taining appropriate rights in order 
that such of our programs as you 
use 
in your Fox theatre, Brooklyn, 
may be made available to you for 
that purpose on a reasonable basis. 
We have given further thought to resembling old one as close as T-H 
the suggestions you made concern-_ will permit. 

ing the creation of specially-built| Other meetings are scheduled 
television programs for use in your before Richard Walsh. JA_ head, 
theatres. However, we cannot pro- leaves, probably late this week. 
ceed further in this respect until Seniority now appears to be 
agreed upon, with formula for ap 

(Continued on page 22) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Berle Adams 
Ricardo Amador 
Don Ameche 


coming in first grade; those going 
into studios between that time and 
this year in second grade and new- 
comers in third. 

Since Taft-Hartley Act outlaws 
closed shop, a union shop will be 
_asked, with IA pressing for pact 


of programs you need and the time 
at which you would propose to 
use them. At such time as you 
are in a position to furnish us 
with such information, we will be 
pleased to give you quotations on 
the production of specific programs 








to meet your specific needs.” Art Baker 
Dewey Barto 
| Rebecca Brownstein 
N. Y. to L. A. | Jeff Chandler 


Benedict Bogeaus 
Jean Dalrymple 
Cy Feuer 

Leonard Goldstein 
Cary Grant 

Al Horwits 
Howard Le Sieur 
Chico Marx 
Dolores Moran | 
Wayne Morris 
Bob Moss 

Pat O’Brien 
Robert J. Rubin 
Norman Siegel 
Al Tamarin 
Michael Todd 
Walter Wanger 

L. Arnold Weissberger 

Martha Wright 


Roy Disney 

Paul Dullzell 
Hy Faine 

Nina Foch 

Don Haynes 
Edith Head 

Ben Hecht 
George Heller 
David Hopkins 
Al Jolson 

Percy Kilbride 
Philip Loeb 

Don Loper 
Marjorie Main 
Florence Marston 
Edith Meiser 
Mary Pickford 
reorgie Price 
Ruth Richmond 
Thelma Ritter 
Charles Russhon 
Ruth St. Denis 
Schuyler Sanford 
Arthur Schwartz 
Louis Simon 
Marta Toren 
Arthur H. Wehry 
| Marie Wilson 

| Marek Windheim 
| Max Youngstein 
| Adolph Zukor 





Ben Blue 
Malka Farber 
Joan Fontaine 
Russell Ford 
Joseph H. Hazen 
Mrs. Gus Kahn 


_ | 
N. Y. to Europe | 
| 





Europe to N. Y. 














Eddie Cantor 








Otto Harbach 
William B. Levy 
William Perlberg 
Arnold Picker 
Adolph Schimel 
Samuel Schneider 
Lee Shubert 

Joseph H. Seidelman 


READY 
Henry Morgen 





Molly Day Thatcher 
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UAin Much Better 
But Foreign Is S 


While United Artists has at least - 


temporarily beaten its problems in 
the domestic field and is showing a 
substantial profit each week in 
U. S. and Canadian operations it 
has yet to find a solution to its 
foreign headaches. International 
department, primarily as a result 
of UA’s peculiar status as a 
distrib of indie product, is showing 
red each week to the extent that 
it is pulling the entire compan) 
below the break-even point. | 

Product situation, in the matter | 
of quantity, at least, is the best it 
has been in some time, with 
enough pix at hand to maintain 
the domestic operation for about 
a year. 

UA’s domestic operating costs 
are now averaging between $70,000 
and $75,000 weekly. That’s about 
$3,750,000 yearly. Since UA’s dis- 
tribution fees average slightly over 
95% otf the gross income of the 
pix it handles, it must do about 
$15,000,000. yearly to break even 
in this market. 

It now has about 15 pix awaiting 
release, editing or in production. 
That means that if they averaged 
$1.000,000 gross each, they would 
keep UA in business for a year 
Not all of them can be expected 
to get $1,000,000, of course, but 
others will undoubtedly bring in 
more than that. What the company 
needs is one or two particularly 
strong grossers to bring up the 
average and perhaps compensate 
for the foreign losses. 

UA usually manages to get 
least one of these surprise 

(Continued on page 60) 


Girl from Jones Beach’ 


Outrages Confederacy’s 
Ist Vicepresident, Suh! 


Atlanta, Aug. 9. 

Southern blood is boiling over a 
cinema faux pas. This time War- 
ner Bros. is the offender in its 
“The Girl From Jones Beach.” 

In film, Ronald Reagan, a night 
school enrollee, recites names of 
leaders of Confederacy in War Be- 
tween States. Reagan erroneously 
lists Judah P. Benjamin as vice- 
—— of Southern Confedera-_ 

on. 


at 
b.o. 





That did it! Alexander H. Ste- | 


phens, beloved and peppery Geor- 
gian, was really the Confederacy’s 
veepee, 


Atlanta chapters of United. 
Daughters of Confederacy have 
been bombarding Warners with 


mail in bitter protest over the ‘“in- 
excusable error in your knowledge 
of Southern history” and urged 
immediate correction. 

In giving publicity to the inci- 
dent, Atlanta papers, for the bene- 
fit of Yankee readers, have given 
Correct lineup of Confederate Cab- 
inet, viz: Jefferson Davis, president, 
Alex Stephens, viceprez, Judah 
Benjamin, first attorney general 
and later secretary of war. 


Pic, as yet, has not been exhib- 
ited here. 


FINALIZING DIVORCE 
OF FC AND CINECOLOR 


arabes are expected to be signed 
ll gy officially divorcing Film 
ee from Cinecolor. The move 
the nereed on by stockholders of 
le tint firm several months ago. 
a. been busy in the 
hapere. e preparing the necessary 
ured Herzog, exec v.p. and treas- 
ely Cinecolor, is in New York 
cal vo Coast to ink his firm’s 
neath or =. Joseph Bernhard, 
company. /, Yepresent that 
weet couple years ago, became a 
a ee subsid of Cine via 
indepen se’ Of stock. Return to 
Seeslionn Status is being ac- 
“ ore €d by another stock shuf- 
=a nwa again give Bern- 
stockholder of FC as principal 
short! er. Bernhard is expected 

y after consummation of the 


deal 
on ake an extensive an- 
~e= cement of FC plans, 





Shape Domestic 
till a Big Headac 





Surehre OK for Sound 


Number of drive-in theatre 
ops have suggested that film 
companies make specially 
soundtracked prints of come- 
dies for the ozoners. They 
want laughter dubbed into the 


tracks at the appropriate 
places. 
Complaint is that comedies 


don't do too well at the fresh- 
air-filmeries because members 
of the audience, spread out in 


cars, can’t hear each other 
laugh Guffaw spontaneity 
which a humorous pic needs 


for best results is lost and thus 
the exhibs would like to sub- 
stitute for it a pre-laughed 
soundtrack. 


Distribs Resist 
Drive-Ins Bids 
For Ist Run Pix 


Distribs are holding fast to a re- 
fusal to permit first-run bookings 
of their product in drive-ins despite 
strong threats of court tests by 
circuit operators of the open-air 
houses. A concerted effort has 
been made in the past few weeks 
by the fastest growing branch of 
exhibition to force a change in 
stand. Whe big objection to first- 
run bookings the distrib claim 
that they would affect the pic’s 
earning possibilities in subsequent 
bookings in the area. 

Threat of suit closely follows 
nixing by the majors of a number 
of drive-in bids for first-run which 
have topped conventional theatre 
offers in some important situations. 
In rejecting the ordinarily-winning 
offers, majors have flatly declared 
that a $10,000 or so better take 
through an ozoner booking would 


(Continued on page 22) 
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SMALL TO DISTRIBUTE 
KORDA-RATOFF PICTURE 


Edward Small has acquired Am- 
erican rights to the Sir Alexander 
Korda-Gregory Ratoff film, “If This 
Be Sin’, and has made a deal with 
United Artists to distribute it for 
him. Picture, made in England 
under the label, “Strange Case of 


Lady Brooke”, stars Myrna Loy 
land features Peggy Cummins, 


Richard Greene and Roger Livesey. 
It is understood that the terms 
of the deal call for an advance by 
Small in pounds to Korda and in 
dollars to Ratoff. When this ad- 
vance has been recouped by Small, 
Korda and Ratoff will share in the 
‘picture’s earnings. Small’s rights 
jinclude the entire Western Hemi- 
sphere. 
| Aside from the ready cash which 
will be realized by Korda and 
|Ratoff, they see an advantage in 
the deal in that the British origin 
of the film will be completely sub- 
merged. Billings will be “Edward 
Small presents a Gregory Ratoff 


production”. Since the star is an 
American and Small and Ratoff 
are both Hollywoodites, leaving 


Korda’s name out, it is hoped, will 
give the pic an aura of U. S. pro- 
duction that will up income beyond 
what the usual British-made pic 
can earn in this country. 


Small Dickers Columbia 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

| Eddie Small starts negotiations 
with Columbia today (9) for part- 
nership setup on series of pix. 
Both parties would participate in 
financing. 

Number of pix is large one, and 
deal contemplates production be- 
several 


ing spread over _ years. 
Small is wholly bankrolling his 
“Valentino,” although no release 
_ | set. 


SEE NIX TO YANKS 
he THE WIT 











Any attempt by 
companies to meet 
economic problems by 
revision of payrolls, such that 
the British Film Producers Assn. 
has unanimously adopted would be 
firmly barred by U. S. anti-trust 

S That sharp distinction 
between the two rival industries 
was noted this week by film execs 
who studied the joint movement 
to cut production costs, which was 
pushed through without dissent by 
the BFPA . 

A scheme for combined action 
cutting salaries would be an open 
and-shut of conspiracy by 
Yank companies under the Sher- 
man anti-trust laws, it was pointed 
out. No two companies could take 
the step together since, in theory 
wage payments are determined by 
competitive conditions and not by 
agreement of purported compe- 
titors. Distinction in possible ac- 
tions by the two industries again 
points up the big part played by 
anti-trust laws in determining the 


American film 
the pressing 

a sweeping 
as 


case 


tactics of Yank film-makers 
British reductions apply to all 
employees except those under 
contract either through union 
pacts or otherwise. Even so far as 
artists under contract are con 
cerned, the’ British agreement 
provides that every effort should 
be made henceforth to. either 
reduce payments by not less than 


percentages provided against othe 
(Continued on page 8) 


Sir Duff Cooper Named 
To Help Export Drive 


Brit. Pix on Continent 


London, Aug. 9 
Intensive export drive of Brit- 
ish films on the Continent has been 
launched with the naming of Sir 
Duff Cooper, former British ambas- 


sador to France, as special Euro- 
pean envoy Duff's appointment 
was made by the British Film 


Producers Assn. which is renewing 


,attempts to dent the world mar- 


| ket. 


| 
| 


Cooper will headquarter in 
Paris. 


Cooper will be concerned with 


improving playing time for British 
pix and solving revenue problems. 


He'll act through British embas- 


sies in various European capitals. 


RS BLANKET CUTS 
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No Theatre Gravy 


Employment contracts of a 
number of top execs in the in 
dustry may undergo conside: 
able revamping as result of the 
Federal court's decision in fay 
or of complete divorcement 
These particular salary tickets 
provide for percentage-sharing 
on company profits. Such high 
officers Darryl F. Zanuck 
20th-Fox’s studio chief; Spyros 
Skouras, company prez; Nicho- 
las M. Schenck, Metro's topper: 
and Louis B. Mayer. M-G 
studio head, are all affected 

When the percentages 
fixed, they were aimed at 
profits from both distribution 
and exhibition. Once divorce 
ment goes through, exhibition 
take will be lost. It means a 
considerable decrease in bo 
unless revisions are 


as 


were 


nuses 


made. 





No Early Decision 
On Decree Appeal 
Seen by Majors 


No early decision will be made 
by any of the major company de 
fendants on the big anti-trust 
question confronting them—wieth 
er to appeal from the Federal 
court’s complete divorcement man 
date or seek a settlement with the 
Dept. of Justice. On the ultimate 
answer, top execs and legalites re- 


main strongly divided after sev 
eral weeks of mulling the pose: 
With the division in strategy slow 


ing any action, companies are like 
ly to take the full time permitted 
by law. 

To file the important appeal to 
the U. S. Supreme Court, com- 
panies have 60 days after a final 
decree is signed by the lower 
court. With hearings slated to 
start in September, a final docu- 
ment cannot be inked before late 
in October at the earliest. Com- 
panies, therefore, have at least a 
January deadline before’ voting 

(Continued on page 27) 


Binford’s Surprise OK on Brave 
May Jeopardize UA's Test Suit 


| 


Motion Picture Assn. of America 
and United Artists attorneys are 
fearful that approval of “Home of 
the Brave” last week by Memphis 
censor Lloyd T. Binford is a move 
preliminary to cutting the ground 
out from under them in their ef- 
fort to establish a principal regard- 
ing local blue-pencillers in all parts 
of the U. S. It is thought that the 
“Brave” approval may next mean 
okay of “Curly”, the UA-Hal Roach 
film on which the MPAA and UA 
now have a suit pending against 
Binford’s nix. 

Charge is that Binford’s action 
on “Curly” was arbitrary and un- 
constitutional. MPAA and UA, 
with the applause of the American 
Civil Liberties Union and _ other 
anti-censorship groups brought 
suit in the hope of eventually get- 
ting a Supreme Court decision 
that would erect legal hedges 


/against such alleged arbitrary bans 


Suit is now on appeal before the 
Tennessee supreme court. It has 
been postponed a number of times 
over objections of Edward C Raft- 
ery, of O'Brien, Driscoll, Raftery 
& Lawler, UA’s counsel, who is 
waging the fight with the aid of 
Sidney Schreiber, MPAA’s gen- 
eral counsel, and other lawyers. 
It is now scheduled for hearing in 
October. 

Since there is very little practi- 


cal difference to UA now whether 
' 


or not “Curly” is okayed for show- 
ing in Memphis, attorneys are fear- 
ful that Binford may turn around 
and call off his veto. In that case, 
the issue would be “moot” and 
the Tennessee supreme court un- 
doubtedly throw out the*case with- 
out a decision on the basis»that 
there’s nothing to decide, since 
“Curly” could play in Memphis. 

“Curly” is, of course, only one 
of a lengthy string of pix which 
the 81-year-old Memphis guardian 
of white supremacy has thrown out 
on racial angles, as well as for 
moralistic and other reasons which 
the industry feels were arbitrary 
Speculation as to why he okayed 
“Brave” was that it was either the 
prelude to killing the “Curly” suil 
or a result of political changes in 
Memphis. 

“Curly” was nixed because it 
showed white and Negro kids in 
Roach’s “Our Gang” playing to 
gether. Compared with the innoc- 
uity of this, “Brave” is a direct 
attack on discrimination against 
Negroes and is completely out- 
spoken on the subject. 

The other conjecture regarding 
Binford’s change of heart is that 
when Estes Kefauver was elected 
to the Senate recently, putting a 
serious crimp in the Boss Crump 


machine in Tennessee, Binford 
lost his political backing. If that 
is true, it might mean the end 


shortly of Binford. 


EL Gets a Breather from Bank; Must 
BRITISH Dig New Product; Small Deal Cold 


Serge Semenenko, exec veepee 
of the First National Bank of Bos- 
ton, has bailed out Eagle Lion by 


extension of loans to 
company approximating 
Semencnko, it has been 
granted the added time in 
of negotiations which Rob- 
Young and the banker re- 
pushed with Edward Small 
for the producer’s entry into the 
company Young is controlling 
stockholder of Pathe Industries, 
EL.’s parent outfit. 


4 one-year 
the film 
$6.500,000 
learned 
course 
ert R 
cently 


\s a consequence, Young's hands 
have been freed in his quest for 
additional financing From all in- 
dications, the railroad magnate has 
abandoned all consideration of the 
possible Small tieup and is aiming 
to bring in more cash without aid 
the indie producer. Young is 
seeking releasing deals with big 
Hollywood producers as part of his 
program get urgently needed 
preduct for his company 

lt is believed that without out 
side product, EL cannot operate on 


ol 


to 


the profit side of the ledger. Com- 
pany has taken on some more 
British product and is dickering 
for a number of foreign-language 
films Aside from these, it has 
several Hollywood-made pix from 
Beyan Foy, plus a feature which 
uses Mack Sennett shorts. Volume 
is not considered sufficient on its 


own to meet EL’s overhead. 
However, Semenenko’s extension 


of credit permits the company to 
operate, with some small losses, 
while searching for that big out- 
side product. As for the Small 
deal, it fell through because the 


filmmaker was left free to negoti- 
ate with other companies despite 
a provision which give Young and 
his associates 90 days to dig up 
outside coin. 





Reissue Firm in Suits 
And Countersuits With 
Two 42d St. Cinemas 


Whether a licensing contract gave 
them exclusive or non-exclusive 
rights to screen certain product is 
the crux of two suits brought in 
N. Y. supreme court by operators 


of two 42d St. theatres against 
Principal Film Exchanges, Inc. 
Plaintiffs in the actions are the 


Rialto and the Laffmovie, N. Y. 

Principal, according to the com- 
piaint, allegedly violated two 1948 
pacts with the Laffmovie by selling 
the same pictures to competing 
exhibitors within a 14-day period. 
Laffmovie admits that its asserted 
exclusivity rights were not incor- 
porated in the contract, but adds 
this was omitted through mutual 
error. It’s charged that the de- 
fendant took advantage of the error 
to violate the ticket by fraud. 

In its legal squawk, Laffmovie 
wants the contract reformed to 
express the “true agreement” and 
in addition asks $50,000 damages. 
Principal, through its attorney, Ev- 
erett Frohlich, made a general de- 
nial and counterclaimed for $2,500. 
Sum is allegedly due the defend- 

(Continued on page 27) 


PAR HAS 2 BIDS FOR 
ITS N.Y. OFFICE BLDG. 


Leonard Goldenson, Paramount’s 
theatre head, was authorized to 
continue negotiations for the sale 
of the Paramount Bldg. at a special 
Paramount board meet. At the 
same time, the directors withheld 
approval on two offers for the big 
building on Times Sq. which 
houses Par’s h.o. and the deluxe 
Paramount theatre. 

One of the offers considered 
would give the company some $10,- 
000,000 as purchase price. Other 
proposal would be for $9,250,000 
with Par retaining its equity in the 
building. Latter offer also includes 
easy terms on rental of the theatre 
by the new United Paramount 
circuit after the splitup. 

Coin coming from any deal will 
go to the production-distribution 





, unit. 
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BASEBALL BEANS BOSTON, BUT EXHIBS 


HOPEFUL; DETROIT CLIMBS, CANADA OFF 


Boston. Aug. 9 

Bopped by inroads from tele- 
vision and drive-ins, regular busi- 
ness generally lower than 
summer as much as 257. Despite 
the slump, however, exhibs feel 
that Hollywood product is improv- 
ing and that biz should swing back 


is last 


to a more normal level on or be- 
fore Labor Day 

Additional factors adversely hit- 
ting the b.o. recently have been 


unusually hot summer weather an¢ 


the heavy night game schedules ot 


the Boston baseball clubs. There 
have been some weeks when the 
Braves played all their home 


games at night and witA the games 
telecast in this strong baseball 
town, the wickets have suffered ac- 
cordingly. 

While in-town firstruns and nabe 
house are wilting, the drive-ins are 
booming Mushrooming of the 
ozoners has resulted in keen com- 
petition, but clearances are stiff in 


most cases and many spots are 
playing the low rental reissues 
Currently, distribs are making 


more of a play for this type busi- 
ness and better product is expected 
to be available soon : 
Notable exception was the open- 
ing of Metro's “Barkleys of Broad- 
way” at Louis Segrini’s East Den- 
nis ozoner which pulled hefty 
grosses. This drive-in has a cock- 
tail bar, children’s playground, 
bottle-warming service and juke- 
box dancing. Construction of addi- 
tional drive-ins is,now going on 
throughout the New England area 


but regular theatre construction 

isn't showing much activity. 
Among the smaller nabes, rev- 

enues from the candy and soda 


concessions sometimes has topped 
admission take, especially during 
matinees. 

Lack of business has caused the 
shuttering of five ATC circuit 
nabes for the summer. Some of the 
indies would also like to shvt down 
but fear of losing patrons perm- 
anently to other towns has fore- 
stalled the move. As a result, many 
houses are operating in the red. 


Detroit’s 10% Dip Keys 


Steady Upward Climb 


Detroit, Aug. 9. 


Although theatre business is 
climbing back to normal, the b.o. 
is still 10% off in firstruns and 
20° off in- nabes, compared to 
Jast year. Three months ago, how- 
ever, the number of admissions at 
the firstruns was off 20%, indicat- 
ing a slow but steady climb out of 
the doldrums for the big houses. 

Greatest inroads into theatre biz 
currently are being made by out- 
door sports and other competing 
forms of amusement. Bowling 
clubs, instead of disbanding as usu- 
al for the summer, have been 
welded together into permanent 
recreation groups offering counter- 
attractions with social, swimming, 
hiking, etc. Practice of lighting up 
the city’s recreation centers for 
night ball is also keeping ‘em away 
from the wickets. Big unions in 
this area have also organized com- 
petitive forms of nighttime enter. 
tainment. 

Television isn’t cutting perce pti- 
bly into biz now, although it did 
about three to six months ago 
when it was more of a novelty, af- 
fecting the nabes mostly. Dave 
Idzal. Fox manager, says video's 
poor summer programs are driving 
people back to theatres for enter- 
tainment. 

Drive-ins have picked up mark- 
ediy recently after being badly 
bopped during the first part of the 
summer because of unusually hot 
and humid weather. Ozoners have 
taken some biz away from the 
nabes but the firstruns have been 
unaffected. 

Drive-in construction at present 
limited to two projects in the 
Ecorse-Wyandotte suburban area. 
Most drive-ins are getting third- 
runs with a few getting second- 
runs. Ozoners get their pix on a 
percentage basis with costs now 
double and triple over last vear 

Only “one new regular theatre. 
fn Royal Oak, is now under con- 
struction, although costs are down 
from last year.. Several other new 
houses are being planned for the 
indefinite future as evidenced by 
signs in vacant lots in newly devel 
oped housing areas. But no one 


knows when building will get un- 
der way. 

One of the most popular topics 
of exhib conversation is admission 





8 More to Go 


Hakim brothers apparently 
arent sure which of the 10 
Commandments they most fa- 
vor for picture material, se 
thev've staked a claim to two 
of then Thev've registered 
the titles. “The Seventh Com- 
mandment and “The Ninth 
Commanament 

Seventh is “Thou shalt not 
steal” and ninth. “Thou shalt 


not covet thy neighbor's wife.” 





but the unanimous opinion 
‘em alone.” Prices were 
decreased in a few nabes as a test 
several months ago but failed to 
increase patronage. 
Despite downward 
there’s no move afoot to 
exploitation Flackeries radio 
plugs. billboard space are on the 
downgrade, reflecting more limited 


prices 


is “leave 


grosses, 
increase 


budgets Only evidence of bally 
tactics was used recently in con- 


junction with the preem of “Love 


Happy’ and a “Bing Sing” to pro- 
mote Crosby's “Connecticut 
Yankee.” 

Exhibs are generally agreed 


that there is a greater variety of 
pix now than a year ago, with bet- 
ter quality. But what constitutes 
a good pic at the b.o. varies from 
one theatre owner to another. Ex- 
hibs flatly stated that there was no 
such thing as a definite type or 
cycle of pix getting a play at this 
time. 


Western Canada’s Biz 
Off 20% From 1948 
Vaneouver, Aug. 9. 


Business in Canada’s most west- 
has slumped some 


ern province 

20°° in last vear, with about 50% 
of that slump coming within the 
last six months. 


Television has had no effect on 
theatre business. There are only 
a tew television receivers here 
picking up videocasts from Seattle, 
150 miles to the south. 

Biggest segment of entertain- 
ment business has been grabbed 
off by the drive-ins. With the ad- 
vent of hot-weather, patrons high- 
tail it out to ozoners on the city’s 
edee. 

Two ozoners are-planned for the 
immediate vicinity, with three in 
the province having been erected 
in the last year. At present the 
ozoners are still getting the left- 
over product. They are paying 
same as small suburban houses and 
“getting as much business as the 
first-run downtown houses. 

When drive-ins first got under- 
way, they played only oldies, that 
being the only product available 
to them. Patrons liked the old 
stuff. but the source dried up. Now 
they get what product is left over 
after being picked clean by the 
other runs. 

Standard in drive-in construction 
are the in-car speakers, but one 
has installed a merry-go-round for 
the convenience of the kids. 
Another tried dancing without 
success. Big source of revenue is 
food. Carhops are kept on their 
toes all evening. 

Theatre construction has passed 


its peak. There are some four or | 


five on the drawing-boards in the 
province, none of any major con- 
sequence. Locally, a couple sub- 
urbans are undergoing the hammer 
treatment at present. with only 
one forecast to be erected in the 
near future. 

Only construction of conse- 
quence for the future is remodel- 
ling of the older houses. Famous 
Players has finished its new build- 
ing program and is now embarking 
on a remodelling program all 
across the country. Costs have gone 
up 12° in the last year with no 
immediate hiking forecast. 

Candy and concession business 
has increased ratio-wise to the 
admish take. Theatre operators 
are finding that it is not wise to 
lease out concessions, but rather 
are operating same themselves. 

Biggest grossers are musicals. 
theugh dramas, with accent on 
crime, are good doliar-fetchers. 
Good foreign films with proper 
exploitation garner heavy coin, 
too. Pix doing worse business are 
those which are obvious propa- 
ganda. 

Greatest diversion from theatres 
are the outdoor sports. Baseball 


has received the greatest attention, , 


though the beaches and the general 
outdoors have received much atten- 
tion in this natural resort country. 

One aspect of the entertainment 
business which has garnered much 


summer patronage is the Theatre 
Under the Stars. This project is 
under sponsorship of the Civic 
Parks board and_ provides live 


entertainment with large casts at 


minimum admish. 


Richmond Exhibitors 
Weather State of Apathy 


Richmond, Va., Aug. 9. 

Exhibitors here appear to be 
weathering the current state of 
flux with some apathy but little 
hysteria. General business slumped 
10% to 15° early in the year but 
has picked up since July 4 and is 
reported to be only slightly less 
than for the first six-month period 
of 1948. Exhibitors attribute this 


(Continued on page 24) 


Buying Fl At 
Peak % Averages 
Annoys Exhibs 


Growing willingness of distribs 
to sell many. situations at flat 
rentals instead of percentages is 
no unmixed blessing, according to 
exhibs. Experience with the flats 


in houses where important pictures | 
in a/| 


have been plaved that way 
number of vears proves that per- 
centage dates are frequently bet- 
ter, according to indie circuit buy- 
ers in the New York area. 
Trouble is, it’s said, is 
distribs have a tendency 
their flat rental prices on the per- 
centage biz they have for a house 
on their records. They'll look 
through their files, pick out the 
highest film rental paid by the 
exhib during the wartime heyday, 
and then try to base the flat deal 
on that, the circuit buyers squawk. 
Exhibs say that if they ever go for 
a price arrived at on anything like 
that basis they get stung. 
Another problem they have with 
the flat deals. the buyers declare, 
arises every time a distrib comes 
along with a picture that’s above 
the average. If an exhib is will- 


that the 
to base 


ing to recognize that fact and pay | 


a bit more than usual on a flat 
rental deal, he’s dead after that. 
Distrib, on succeeding pix, always 
wants the highest price he’s got- 
ten before and it’s a big battle 
to wear him down to the level he 
was getting before the good one 
came along, the circuit men as- 
sert. 

All in all, they declare, they’d 
rather do business on percentage 
except in the most minor spots. 
It’s fairer, requires less haggling 
and ends up with neither party so 
likely to be gypped. 


AMUS. SHARES CLIMB 
WITH REST OF MARKET 


Rally of amusement stocks on 
the N. Y. Stock exchange, along 
with all other industries, has sent 
price quotes on entertainment 
shares on an upward climb for the 
first time in many months. As a 
result, overall value of amusement 
shares during July bounced back to 
$627,094.661. representing a gain 
of $19..883.568 for the 30-day pe- 
riod. Recovery continues during 
the current month with major film 
company, radio network and disk- 
ing outfit stocks listed on the big 
board at a high point since the 
early spring. 

Average per-share price of these 
stocks were at $14.38 on July 31 
against a figure of $14.04 at the end 
of June. Indicating the steady de- 
cline before the July upbeat are 
previous exchange totals. Value at 
the end of June was $607 211,093: 
that of Mav. $630.392.929: Apri!. 
a and March, $660,947... 
30. . 





Bob Hone Resumes 
Ho!'lywood, Aug. 9 
Bob Hope resumes in Par’s 
“Where Men Are Men” this week 
after five days in hospital. 
He took a fall during filming 








That’s What Man Says 


Bing Crosby may be the top 
marquee star for the popula- 
tion as a whole, but Bob Hope 
is the b.o. fave of boys be- 
tween 12 and 17, according to 
Dr. George Gallup’s Audience 
Research pollsters. Abbott & 
Costello rank second with the 
juves while Crosby places 
third. 

Crosby, Hope and A&C have 
interchanged first place among 
this age bracket for the past 
four years. 


‘KETTLE,’ ‘RILEY’ KEY U’S 
BREAD-AND-BUTTER B.0. 


bread - and - butter 





Universal's 
pix, framed 
bility, are now proving to be the 
company’ most profitable ventures. 
Indi¢ating the turn of events at 
U. one of the company's biggest 
black-ink operations ai the present 
time is “Ma and Pa Kettle,” which 
U produced at a negative cost of 
$500,000. In its first 17 weeks, 
“Kettle” has been good for $1,250.- 


strictly for exploita- 


000 in rentals with its ultimate 
domestic gross figured*.at $1,- 
750,000. 

Another big earner in the ex- 


ploitable class is “Life of Riley,” 
starring William Bendix. That pie 
has already earned $1,500,000 with 
a number of bookings still to be 
liquidated in the U. S. market, 

U first swung into making a 
series of bread-and-butter pix last 
year after a series of costly weakies 
knocked the company into the ioss 


column. Its present production 
costs are less than one-half the 
level hit in the first two postwar 


years. 


Warner Bros.’ 9-Month 
Net Profit, $7,363,000 


Net profits of Warner Bros. for 
fiscal 1949, which ends for that 
company Sept. 2, will show a con- 
tinued retreat from the firm’s peak 
1947 take of $22,094,000. Further 
decline i nearnings now appears 
certain as result of the company’s 
nine-month report which fixes its 
net for that period at $7.363,000 
after provision of $4,900,000 for 
Federal taxes. It compares with 
$10,321,000 for the corresponding 
stretch of last year. 

Nine-month period ended May 28 
leaving the usually dull summer 
season to be absorbed. The drop. 
however, will no-wise be as great 
on a percentage basis as the de- 
cline between the 1947 peak and 
the $11,837,000 racked up last 
year. 

After a fast starting six months 
in which WB grabbed $5,624,000, 
third quarter proved a disappoint- 
ing $1,739,000. In the same pe- 
riod of °48, Warners took in $3- 
010,000 while the company’s first 
six months was only slightly bet- 
ter than the figure announced this 
year. Fourth quarter take last 
year, however, was a slow $1,506- 
000 and the company may make up 
some of the lost ground in the 
three months ending Sept. 2. 


Gross rentals and theatre admis- 
sions for the nine months amount- 
ed to $101,242.000. This figure 
compares with $112,415.000 in ‘48 
and $125,078,000 in '47. Equiva- 
lent earnings on outstanding com- 
mon equalled $1 per share for the 
current nine months against $1.41 
in the same period of °48. 


Accounting for part of the de- 
cline is the fact that Warners, like 
other majors, no longer credit 
profits with rentals accumulated 
in foreign markets. Only that part 
of the overseas revenues which are 
remittable in dollars are now 
scored up. Change was first ef- 
fected Sept. 1, 1948, beginning of 
the present fiscal year. 

Breakdown of operating 
penses shows an outlay of $30,007- 
090 during the nine months for 
amortization of film costs. Operat- 
ing and general expenses totalled 
$54,243,365; royalties and partici- 
pations, $6.416,604; and amortiza- 
tion and depreciation of proper- 
ties, $2,865,114. 

Cash _ holdings 





as of Mav 28 
were $17,092.605 and U. S. Gov- 
ernment bonds, $3,067.102. Film 
inventory consists of pix in re 
lease, $11,308,252: completed but 
unreleased productions. $12.586.- 
838; and pix in production, $10.- 
871,289. 

Warners has declared a common 
stock dividend of 25¢ per share, 
payable Oct. 5. to stockholders of 
record, Sept. 9. i 


ex- 


a 


| M-G's QT Tests 
On How Extra Ads 
Can Boost BO. 


Metro is engaged in extensive 
tests on its own to determine the 
exact relationship between a boost 
in newspaper advertising and re. 
sults at the boxoffice. While the 
industry has been pondering a raft 
of suggestions on how to build up 
theatre revenues, Metro has been 
quietly conducting a 16-city, cop. 
trolled test of the effect of boosteg 
ad expenditures with a cross-check 
against comparable cities 
only normal expenditures 
made 

The M-G flyer in hypoed ads has 
been going on since March, it has 
now been learned, and will be com- 
pleted by Sept. 1. The 16 Cities 
were chosen because they each 
represented a typical American lm 
cale. Against each city, its closest 
counterpart has been held to nor- 
mal ad budgets so that grosses in 
each test area have a reference 
point. 

Under the scientifically mapped 
venture, expenditures in the 16 
cities are carefully scaled from a 
triflle above normal to a _ peak 
which . represents approximately 
double what the company would 
ordinarily layout in that situation. 
By this method, Metro hopes to 
plot out a graph which would 
demonstrate the relationship of ads 
to attendance and _ = determine 
whether the company should boost 
its outlay on newspapers. Satura- 
tion point, if there be any on ads, 
is also being sought. 

Tests have been launched with- 


where 
are 


out publicity because Metro- 
ites fear that airing of the 
particular cities might adverse- 
ly affect the accuracy of results er 
start other majors on the same 
course. In choosing the 16 locales, 


climate, 
conditions 
comparative 


company has weighed 


population, economic 
and availability of 
towns. 


JULY TRADING WAY 
OFF ON PIX, RADIO 


Washington, Aug. 9. 





Daniel M. Sheaffer, of Phila- 
delphia, a director of Universal 
Pictures, purchased 1,000 shares 


of U common last month, increas 
ing his holding to 2,007, according 
to the report of insider stock trans- 
action filed by the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission. It was one 
of the thinnest months on record 
for the purchase and sale of amuse- 
ment stocks bv officers and direc- 
tors of film and radio corporations. 

Loew's, Inc., continued buying 
up al! loose shares of the Loew’ 
Boston: Theatres’ $25 par, common. 
It added 200 more shares last 
month; and the parent company 
now has 124,935 shares. Robert 
E. Hannegan, a director of 20th- 
Fox, reported to SEC that he had 
acquired 426 shares of the no par 
common. Jack Cohn purchased 
100 shares of Columbia common 
for a trust account. He new has 
49.068 shares in his own name, 
plus an additional 19,157 in the 
trust account. 

On the radio side, Samuel Paley, 
a CBS director, reported making 
a gift of 5,000 shares of the $2.50 
Class B, common stock. He still 
owns 16,000 shares of this group, 
plus 7.000 shares of the Class A, 
common. Joseph A. W. Iglehart, 
also a CBS director, purchased 206 
shares of the Class B, common. !” 
the past two months. Glen Me 
Daniel, of RCA, reported acquiring 
his first 100 shares of common 
stock in the company of which he 
has become an officer. 


Educ’l Mkt.’s Growth 


Hollywood, Aug. % 

Fastest growing market in the 
picture industry is the educational 
pic, according to Stuart Scheftel, 
head of Young America Films. 
Inc.. producer of 16m_ short sub- 
jects for us® in schools, factories 
and other institutions. Betwee® 
$10.000,000 and $150,000.000 was 
year by educational 





spent last = 
groups for audio-visual tools. 900 
cluding approximately #5 O00 


for the purchase of 7.717 educa- 


tional films. 

Training by film during the late 
war demonstrated that nia 
learned subjects 38 per cen! — 
by the visual medium than bv t 
conventional book method. 
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Idea Nixed by ‘Cash Biz’ Advocates 


Plan of theatres opening charge 
dmissions, which was 
the King brothers, 
last week, has 
industryites, 


accounts for a 


advanced by 
producers, 
intrigued many 
though they are wondering about 
ve practicality of it. Kings 
anning to present the proposal, 
which they claim will give a great 
hypo to the boxoffice, at the The- 
atre Owners of America convention 
in Los Angeles Sept. 12. 

King plan would work pretty 
much on the gasoline company and 
department store credit plans. Any- 
one desiring to take advantage of 
the charge service would make ap- 


al- 


are 


t 
p! 


plication to the theatre, giving 
business references 


personal and S. 
These would be checked and, if 
satisfactory, a credit card would 
be issued. Card would be presented 
at the b.o. and its number noted 
hy the cashier. At the end of the 
month a bill would be sent out. 

Among other advantages is that 
the charge card would attract more 
frequent attendance on the same 
principal that department stores 
have found charge accounts so 
valuable—it doesn’t seem to cost 
anvthing when there is no immed- 
iate outlay and the bill doesn't 
come until the end of the month. 

Also, aS with other types of 
business that extend charge ac- 
counts, the credit card would give 
a clos@ and direct tieup between 
patron and theatre. Charge account 
customers comprise a mailing list 
with a very direct interest in the 
shows coming to a house and at- 
tendance could be promoted on 
that basis. 

King brothers see their scheme 
as primarily an idea designed to 
appeal to the family man. They 
are of the belief that workers who 
get paid once or twice a month 
may have enough money to provide 

(Continued on page 22) 





Other Unions’ Demands 
For ‘Story’ Filming Policies 
Is Hotfoot to Equityites 


Cast of “Detective Story’ was 
in a tizzy last week when members 


: of unions other than Equity de- 


manded pay for Paramount’s spec- 
lal sereening of the play. Actors 
apparently reacted to a rumor that, 
rather than pay the extra labor 
cost, the studio might drop its plan 
to film the show, for use as a guide 
in the production of the picture 
version, 

Actors wrote a letter to Equity 
Protesting the fact that the union’s 
representative had not attended 
the Fact Finding Committee meet- 
Ing at which it was decided that 
Stagehands, doormen, manager, 
Wardrobe mistress and others were 
‘0 be paid for the filmed perform- 
ance. Theory seemed to be that 
the Equity spokesman might have 
Persuaded the other unions not to 
make demands. 

I's pointed out, however, that 


‘a Equity delegate is not expected 


ae unless a matter concern- 
prt actors’ union is on the 
ales In this instance, the reg- 
menhens rules require that cast 
tales - be paid a full week's 
wach or every day’s shooting for 
Story” picture, so the “Detective 
Ges actors were already covered. 
tion “A demands that are in ques- 
wed re that the scenic designer. 
wae ronson, should be paid $154, 
Sutherl, costume designer, Millie 
eae Should get $100, for 
hess mer Herman Bernstein, busi- 
ard Lj — for producers How- 
tee prot Say and Russel Crouse. 
i. ested these items in behalf 
aid rent, but they may be 
little in ey Since they amount to 
Cost Comparison to the total 
of the screening. 

figured virtually 
Special film will 
the final decision is up 
Holman, Paramount's 
lo representative, and 
. the company’s east- 
Both are on the 


fertain that 
be ma de. the 





attend Fact Finding Committee , 
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Siritzky Eyes Theatres 
In West for Arty Pix 

Aug. 9 
here seeking 
local houses and others in 11 
western for art type prod- 
uct. Says he’ll open office here for 
exhibition of *‘Man to Man.” French 
film on Red Cross, which he’s 
bringing to U.S 

Siritzky also is looking for Holly- 
wood producer to make pix in 
France with his frozen coin. 


WB to Produce 6 
Pix in England 


Reviving 


Hollywood, 
Leon Sirit zky 
three 


is 


States 


largescale 
Warner 
Bros. is mapping a program of six 


plans for 


production in Britain, 


pix on Anglo terrain for the com- 
ing year. Company will turn out 
the half-dozen at the Elstree stu- 
dios in collaboration with the As- 
sociated British Pictures Corp., in 
which WB has a substantial in- 
terest 

Original program of six pix in 
Britain was announced by Jack L. 
Warner last year as part of the 
U. S. majors’ strategy to stem the 


imposition of a stiff quota through 
demonstrations of cooperation 


with Britain’s industry Ensuing 
internal crisis within the British 
industry and general uncertainty 


prevailing in American film circles 
caused Warners to delay putting 
the program into effect 

Six pix to be produced at Elstree 
will currently be aimed at thawing 
out Warners’ frozen earnings in 
England while, at the same time, 
substantially. boosting the com- 
pany’s releasing roster. While it’s 
understood that the pix will be 
produced under the ABPC banner, 
Warners will provide the major 
part of the coin, American stars 
and some other personnel. 

Initial pic under the program, 
“Stage Fright.” is now rolling at 
Elstree with Alfred Hitchcock di- 


recting and Jane Wyman and Mar- | 


lene Dietrich starring. Hitchcock, 
who also has a distrib pact with 
Warners as co-partner with Sidney 
Bernstein in Transatlantic Pic- 
tures, is piloting “Stage Fright” 
under a straight deal as a Warner 
director. Yarns and titles for the 
remaining productions are still to 
be fixed. 

Hitchcock and Fred Ahearn, his 
production manager, are due back 
in the U.S. in mid-September. Miss 
Dietrich and Miss Wyman will re- 
turn to the Coast immediately fol- 
lowing completion of “Stage 
Fright” in about 10 days. 





Rush ‘Stage Fright’ in London 
London, Aug. 9. 
Associated British Picture stu- 
dios at Elstree due to close for an- 
nual summer holidays are being 
kept open so Alfred Hitchcock can 
finish his film “Stage Fright” be- 


fore Aug. 22. 
Rush is due to fact that Jane 
Wyman, one of the stars, is due 


back in Hollywood late in August 
to star in “The Glass Menagerie. 


50 PIX BY DECEMBER 
GOAL OF REPUBLIC 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Production speed is the watch- 
word on the Republic lot this year, 
with a goal of 50 pictures before 
the end of December, the highest 
mark on the lot since 1944. The 
Roy Rogers starrer, “The Bells of 
Coronado,” is the 33rd film on the 
San Fernando Valley lot this year, 
equalling the total output for 1948. 

Coming up for production in 
August and September are 11 pic- 
tures. Slated for this month, in 
addition to “Coronado,” are ‘Belle 
of Old Mexico,” “Rock Island 
Trail.” “Powder River,” “Day- 
i break” and “Dakota Lib” 
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Continued 
Hollyw 
has 
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Salaries 





war on high costs in 
for the past two years 
failed to dent top sta 
al Players who drew 
$125,000 per picture and over dui 
studios’ 
in 1945 and 
finding their earnings 
brackets, a survey dis- 


ood 


as vet 


ing the period of 
spendthrift heyday 
1946 are still 
in 
closes 

The middle- and lower-salaried 
actors were the hardest hit when 
the word came in from New York 
homeoffices that every possible 
cost must be sliced. Price tags on 
these players have dropped any- 
where from 25% 5% They've 


the most 


those 


to 75 
pretty much hit bottom and leveled 
off now, although that is only half 


the story so far as actors in this 
category are concerned 

They have been hit not only by 
Salary cuts, but in studio casting 
practices Whereas it was previ 
ously habit to go into the market 
for secondary leads and character 
people and pay them a relatively 
fancy sum during the lush days, 
casting directors are now much 
mere prone to stick to contract 
lists. 

A secondary phenomenon in the 
talent situation is that prices fo1 
newcomers—particularly the young 
Broadway players who are being 


picked up with increasing frequen- 
cy—are gradually climbing. All 
the lots are well cognizant of their 
need for faces as future star 
material and they’re willing to pay 


new 


a relatively generous fee to ex 

perienced thespers who have the 

talent and personality desired 
There has been almost a com- 


plete move away from the pretts 
face type of contract player. There 
is no inclination any more to spend 
either the time or the money to 
train a tyro and hope he or she will 
catch on That’s the reason for 
the heavy draw on voung Broad- 
(Continued on page 22) 


Ist Time in Metro 


History the Entire 
Year's Pix Set U 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Spotlighting the new order of 
things at Metro, all films planned 
by the company for release in the 
1949-50 season are either in the 
can, in production or in prepara- 
tion. It is the first time in the 
history of the Culver City lot that 
a complete program for the season 
has been laid out far in advance 
and carried through without hitch. 
In all, 59 pix of the 64 originally 
announced early in the year by 
Dore Schary, production veepee, 
are completed, before the cameras 
or being readied for production. 

Intensive production activity 
conforms with the earlier decision 
by Schary, Louis B. Mayer, studio 
head: Nicholas M. Schenck, prez; 
and William F. Rodgers, distribu- 
tion v.p., to speed up both film- 
making and releases. Schary’s main 
job has been to map a longrange 
program and to pile up a consid- 
erable backlog to help the Metro 
pace along. 

Metro now has 21 films com- 
pleted but unreleased and six being 
lensed. This represents the largest 
backlog for the company in many 
years. In the past, its inventory 
never exceeded six or seven fea- 
tures. Accumulation ‘of films on 
the shelves insures the outfit’s 


(Continued on page 27) 


Dietz Back Sept. 19 

Howard Dietz, Metro’s ad-pub 
veepee, returns from an extensive 
European vacation Sept. 19. Dietz 
visited a number of the company’s 
in the course of 








overseas offices 
his three-month stay. 
His trip took io Italy, France 


(and Britain. 





ON TOP STARS 





AYER 


7S ‘National Exhibitors Film Co. Sets 


$7,000,000 Floor Before Teeoff 





Film Paychecks Up; 
Employment 10°) Less 
Sacramento, Aug. 9 
Weekly earnings of film wor 
averaged $98.85 in June, accord 
ing to the California State Er 
ment bulletin 
Average paychecks were slightly 
higher than those of June, 1948, 
but the number of jobs on the mo- 
tion picture lots was about 10 
less. 


kers 


l ploy- 


Largest’ Prod 


Sked for Mono 


Chicago, Aug. 9 
Steve Broidy§ an- 
largest production 


Although 
nounced the 


schedule by Monogram for 1949- 
50 here at the annual sales con- 
vention, announcement was tem- 
pered with words that ‘budgets 
would be in line with economic 
conditions.” 

Mono prexy told 50 exchange 
managers and franchise-holders 
that 40 pix would be made under 
the Monogram emblem and eight 
for Allied Artists, two of which 
will be filmed in England for 
blocked funds 


3-WAY RESIDUAL DEAL 
INVOLVES 7 U SERIALS 


deal 
Universal and King 


Three-way under which 
Features have 
assigned both serials and filmmak- 
ing rights on a number of comic 
strip characters to Filmcraft, Inc. 
been closed. Transaction is 
said to involve approximately 
$500,000 although breakup of pur- 
chase price between U and King 


Features has not been disclosed. 


has 


Under terms of the pact, Film- 
cratt has acquired all rights to)! 
seven of U's oldtime cliffhangers. | 


These include “Don Winslow in the 
Navy.” “Don Winslow in the Coast 
Guard,” “Ace Drummond,” “Red 
Barry,” “Flash Gordon” and “Flash 
Gordon’s Trip to Mars.” 

Two Universal features, ‘‘Mars 
Attacks the World” and ‘Rocket 
Ship” also pass hands. King, on 
its part, has granted Filmcraft 
production rights to serials involv- 
ing the cartoon characters. Sam- 
uel S. Krellberg is prez of Film- 
craft. 





Underwriters Reclaim 
Bronston’s ‘Walk in Sun’ 


Walter E. Heller & Co. of Chi- 
cago and Ideal Factoring Co. of 
New York, which jointly financed 
Samuel Bronston’s production of 
“A Walk in the Sun” in 1944, 
acquired title to the picture last 
week in foreclosure proceedings 
in New York. This is one of the 
few instances in recent film history 
in which moneymen have been 
forced to bring court action to take 
over a picture which failed to pay 
off. 

Last week’s proceedings in N. Y. 
supreme court were a mere tech- 
nicality, there being no bidders 
and Heller and Idéal taking over 
“Walk” for the sum of their judg- 
ment against it. Film cost about 
$1,250,000, of which the two financ- 
ing outfits put up almost $1,000,- 
000. About $400,000 remained due 
them in principal and interest. 

Pic, distributed by United Art- 
ists, was in a series of difficulties 
from its very inception. Bronston’s 
Comstock Productions ran out of 
coin before finishing it and Heller 
and Martin Hersh, head of Ideal, 
set up a new company, Superior 
Productions, to complete it. 

Heller and Hersh are looking 
toward setting a new distribution 
deal by which they hope to 
regain some of their coin via a 


| reissue. 


of $2,000,- 
000 in the National Exhibitors Film 
Co 


Minimum investment 


in the form of stock subscrip- 


tions by circuit ops must be made 
before the company starts official 
operations. Agreement fixing the 
minimum figure for successful ac- 
tivi is a new bankroller of indie 


filmmaking has been reached in re- 


cent meetings of bigtime exhibs. 
If the cash-on-the-line in that 
amount from those committed to 
the outfit is not forthcoming, no 


organization would be formed. 
Sponsors, however, have no fears 
that the $2,000,000 support in stock 
buys will be withheld. Backers 
are shooting for $4,000,000-$5,000,- 


000 as a probable startoff capitali- 
zation Commitments for $4,000,- 
000 were made by exhibs who at- 


tended the confabs which originally 
approved the venture 

Besides fixing the minimum 
$2,000,000 figure, proposed charter 
for NEFC bans exhibition activities 
ind limits those of distribution to 
a possible supervision of licensing 
contracts along the lines generally 


worked by producer” reps_ for 
United Artists. Whether the super- 
vision power would ever be used 


is problematical although the char- 


ter will preserve that right 
On the subject of production, 
charter being finalized preserves 


the maximum scope. Besides bank- 


rolling indie producers who come 
with packages, NEFC backers be- 
lieve the unit may engage widely 


in combining its own packages and 


turning them over to producers. 
It will not hesitate to purchase 
stories and make casting sugges- 
tions on them, it is stressed. 

One of the questions which has 
Slowed actual incorporation is 
whether the outfit’s name should 
be changed to National Exhibitors 
Film Investment Co. That pro- 
posal has been pushed by one of 


the lawyers working on the matter 


(Continued on page 27) 


Norman Siegel’s Pitch To 
Cut Out Lost Bally On 
Changing Pix Titles 


Because Paramount, along with 
other studios, is having its peren- 
nial difficulties over film titles, 
Norman Siegel, Par’s studio ad- 
pub chief, wants the companies to 
hire experts whose fulltime job 
would be labelling pix. Siegel has 
been urging his own studio for the 
past few months to take that step. 
He points to the fact that ad agen- 
cies hire specialists to write slogans 
rather than depend on a hit-and- 
miss method with everyone from 
the office steno up joining in the 
naming game 

Siegel has asked his studio to put 
the tagging of pix on a scientific 
basis. It his idea that these 
specialists could probe the effect 
on boxoffice of particular types of 
titles; clock grosses on particular 
labels; and generally make a thor- 
ough study of the subject so that 
certain principles could be formu- 
lated. 

On that score, Paramounter notes 
that plenty of publicity on individ- 
ual pix has gone down the drain 
because of title changes after a 
studio flackery has plugged the 
film for a number of months. This 
waste of publicity which has 
proven a frequent source of har- 
assment to the studio can be elim- 
inated by specialized and scientific 
labelling before the pic goes be- 
fore the cameras. Siegel maintains. 

Citing one instance of lost pub- 
licity, Siegel said that his lot re- 
ceived a number of letters from 
patrons asking what had become of 
a projected filmization of “The Big 
Haircut.” These letters came in 
long after the film had been re- 
leased under the changed title of 
“Random Harvest.” Patrons were 
unaware of the switch after pene- 
tration on the original name had 
been accomplished. 

Siegel. currently in New York 
for huddles with Max FE. Young- 
stein, Par’s national ad-pub topper, 
returns to the Coast Friday (12). 
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I Was a Male War Bride 


Twentieth-Fox release of Sol C. Siegel 
roduction. Stars Cary Grant, Ann Sheri- 
an: features Marion Marshall, Randy 
Stuart, William Neff. Directed by How- 
ard Hawks. Screenplay, Charles Lederer, 
Leonard Spigelgass, Hagar Wilde, from 
original story by Henri ochard; camera, 
Norbert Brodine. O. Borrodaile; editor, 
James B. Clark; music, Cyril Mockridge. 
Previewed N. Y.. July 28, “49. Running | 
time, 105 MINS. 
Henri Rochard 
Lt. Catherine Gates 


Cary Grant 
Ann Sheridan 
\Marion Marshall 


Wacs ‘ )Randy Stuart ; 
Capt. Jack Rumsey William Neff 
Tony Jowitt Eugene Gericke 
Innkeeper’s Assistant Ruben Wendorf 
Waite: Lester Sharpe 
Trumble John Whitney 
Seaman Ken Tobey 
Lieutenant Robert Stevenson 
Bartender Alfred Linder 
Chaplain David McMahon 
Shore Patrol Joe Haworth 
“T Was a Male War Bride” is 
20th-Fox’s latest entry in the so- 


phisticated comedy sweepstakes. 
Basically a bedroom farce in mili- 
tary dress, the picture is well- 
stocked with mature dialog and 
situations which are bound to get 
ft not only laughs but also tremen- 
dous word-of-mouth. That, coupled 
with Cary Grant and Ann Sheridan 
for the marquee, makes it a cinch 
boxoffice winner. 

Scripting trio of Charles Lederer, 


Leonard Spigelgass and Hagar 
Wilde translated Henri Rochard’s 


ofttimes risque yarn almost liter- 
ally to the screen. Result is a 
smash combo of saucy humor and 
slapstick. 

Title describes the story pertect- 
ly. Grant is a French army officer 
who, after the war, marries Miss 
Sheridan, playing a WAC officer. 
From then on it’s a tale of Grant's 
attempts to get back to the U. S. 
with his wife by joining a eontin- 
gent of war brides. Plot forms a 
neat background for the comedic 
talents of the two stars and they 
sock across both the situations and 
the dialog. Film was caught at a 
sneak preview inwk New York nabe 
house, where the laughs came so 
hard and fast that many of the lines 
were lost. 

Picture’s chief failing, if it can 
be called that in view of the frothy 
components, is that the entire pro- 
duction crew, from seripters to di- 
rector Howard Hawks and the cast, 
were apparently so intent on get- 
ting the maximum in yocks that 
they overlooked the necessary 
characterizations. Despite his 
French nationality, for example, 
Grant is completely familiar with 
American slang; yet later in the 
story he stumbles over ‘Massa- 
chusetts.” Fuller detailing of his 
background somewhere along the 
line might have explained that. 
Film's impact, as a result, remains 
on the surface: the deeper emo- 
tions are hardly seratched, and 
never penetrated. 

Story, in addition, seems to have 
trouble finding a point at which to 
end. Although it seldom drags, the 
script halts several times and then 
resumes for a fresh start on a 
slightly modified tack. Film picks 
up the two stars on a postwar mis- 
sion inside Germany. Despite a 
previous antagonism, their forced 
proximity naturally leads to ro- 
mance and they marry. When Miss 
Sheridan gets her sailing “orders, 
they find all the immigration quo- 
tas filled, leaving Grant's only 
chance to accompany her home the 
“war bride” twist. Army regula- 
tions prevent them from consum- 
mating their marriage night after 
night until finally. after consider- 
able skirmishing with Army brass 
and red tape and the accepted dip- 
lomatic amenities, they finally get 
together on the boat. 

Story was filmed for the most 
part in Germany, until illness of 
the stars and several of the sup- 
porting players forced their return 
to Hollywood, where the remaining 
interiors were lensed. 
ever, did not hamper 
cavortings. 
dan, carrying most of the film, dis- 
play some of their best comedic 
thesping vet. Supporting players 
get little chance to shine, although 
Marion Marshall, as Miss Sheri- 
dan’s sidekick, and Randy Stuart, 
as a naive WAC from the south, 
manage to score. 

Hawks’ directorial finesse is evi- 
dent throughout. as are the fine 

roduction techniques of Sol C. 

Sicgel. Most notable, of course, are 
the authentic German backgrounds 
—those bombed-out cities could 
never have 
Hollywood. Film is tight!v-knit and 
well-paced but might have been 
trimmed from its. 105-minute run- 
ning time with tittle loss. Stal. 


the 


‘Summer Stock’ Next 
Pic for Judy Garland 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Judy Garland’s next will be 
“Summer Stock.” which Metro has 
now scheduled ahead of “Show 
Boat.” 
Gene Kelly originally was pen- 
eilled in as co-star, but may be 


supplanter by Van Johnson. 


Tourneur. 


Illness, how- | 
cast’s | 
Grant and Miss Sheri- 


been duplicated in| 


Easy Living 
(SONG) 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
RKO release of Robert Sparks produc- 
tion. Stars Victor Mature, Lucille Ball, 
Lizabeth Scott, Sonny Tufts, Lloyd Nolan: 
features Paul Stewart, Jack Paar, Jeff 
Donnell, Art Baker, Gordon Jones, the 
Los Angeles Rams. Directed by Jacques 
Screenplay, Charles Schnee; 
based on story by Irwin Shaw: camera, 
Harry J. Wild; music, Roy Webb; editor, 
Frederic Knudtson. Tradeshown Aug. 4, 
"49. Running time, 77 MINS. 
Pete Wilson Victor Mature 
Anne Beale a Lucille Ball 
SIG. WEENOEL. vec ccerceevene Lizabeth Scott 
Tim McCarr Sonny Tufts 


NN SEC ET TEEN OTRO Lloyd Nolan 
Argus : Paul Stewart 
Scoop Spooner Jack Paai 
Penny McCart Jeff Donnell 
Howard Vollmer Art Baker 
Bill Holloran Gordon Jones 


Jaegar Don Beddoe 
Buddy Morgan Dick Erdman 
Ozzie William “Bill” Phillips 
Whitey Charles Lang 
Benny Kenny Washington 
Vrs. Belle Ryan Julia Dean 


Everett Glass 


Virgil Ryan 
James Backus 


Dr. Franklin 


Urchin Robert Ellis 
Gilbert Volimer Steven Flagg 
Don Alex Sharp 


Russ Thorson 
June Bright 
Eddie Kotal 

Audrey Young 

Los Angeles Rams 


Hunk Edwards 
Billy Duane 
Curly 

Singer 

“Easy Living’ is only mildly 
successful in putting over its 
story. Spotty grosses, at best, can 
be expected. Its pro football back- 
ground offers some _ exploitation 
possibilities if released during the 
gridiron season and the cast names 
are good. but. on the whole. it's 
disappointing film fare that lacks 
the common touch needed to pul 
it over. 

Despite the action promised by 
the pigskin premise, the movement 
is static and the script by Charles 
Schnee is a character study rather 
than a fast-moving plot. Dialog 
listens okay but does little to snap 
up the pace and Jacques Tour- 
neur’s direction has arty inflec- 
tions that make the yarn difficult 
to follow. 

Victor Mature is the plot hero, 
a pro footballer who discovers he 
has a bad heart but still keeps in 
the game in an effort to hold an 
ambitious wife who’s inclined to 
stray when her husband is no long- 
er a hero. The story development 


is obvious, except for the ending, | 


but the twist is not enough to save 
what has gone before. Finale is 
a face-slapping, sex-laden sequence 
which brings Mature and the wife, 
Lizabeth Scott, back together after 
he smacked her into the proper 
wifely pose. 

Lucille Ball's starring role. while 
expertly done, doesn’t realize on 


the possibilities of her name and 
talent. As a disillusioned girl | 
who carries a torch for Mature 


| with little chance of getting him, 
the role develops the sympathy 
totally lacking in Miss Scoit’s 
character and the audience will 
pull for her to get her man. 
Mature is up to his usual good 
standard and his personality helps 
the character he portrays. Sonny 
Tufts is likeable as a fellow ball- 
carrier. Lloyd Nolan, owner of the 
ball club, has a hard time making 
a cryptic character come to life. 
Art Baker, an elderly amourist: 
Paul Stewart, news lensman;: Jeff 
Donnell, Tuft’s wife: Gordon 
Jones, footballer; Kenny Washing- 


ton, Julia Dean, Everett Glass are. 


among the others who try’ hard to 
spark the synthetically realistic 
character probing in the Irwin 
Shaw original. 

Physical framework supplied by 
Robert Sparks’ production § guid- 
ance keeps a good part of the 
footage in the locker room and on 


the field and. otherwise. is ade- 
quately glossed for the story to 
be told. Good lensing by Harry 


J. Wild projects the arty influence 
of the Tourneur direction. Score 
has one song, the title tune. used 
during a party scene. Brog. 


Yes Sir, That's My Baby 
(COLOR-SONGS) ‘ 


Universal release of Leonard 
production. Stars Donald 





Goldstein 
O'Connor, 


Gloria deHaven: features Charles Coburn. | 
Story and | 


Directed by George Sherman. 
screenplay, Oscar Brodney; camera (fech 
nicolor), Irving Glassberg: editor. Ted J. 
Kent; dances, Louis Da Pron: songs. Wal- 
ter Scharf, Jack Brooks, Walier Donald- 
son, Gus Kahn. Tradeshown N. Y., Aug. 
8. 49. Running time, 82 MINS. 

William Waldo Winfield Donald O'Connor 
Professor Jason Hartley Charles Coburn 
Sarah Jane Winfield Gloria deHaven 
Arnold Schultze foshua Shelley 


Professor Boland. Barbara Brown 
Joe Tascarelli Jim Davis 
Tony Cresnovich.. James Brown 
Eddie Koslowski Michael Dugan 
Pudge Flugeldorfer Hal Fieberling 
Mrs. Tascarelli Patricia Alphin 
Mrs. Koslewski . June Fulton 


“Yes Sir, That's My Baby.” from | 
Kahn | 


the Walter Donaldson-Gus 
pop tune, has been made into an 
innocuous though pleasant comedy 
that should satisfy most tastes. 
Starring the extremely talented 
Donald O'Connor, it is hokey, yet 
with a rather disarming quality 
bubbling with youth. It has a cute 
story and apparently wasn't too ex- 
pensively budgeted. 

“Baby,” with its title tune as 
part of the musical background. 
deals with ex-GIs who have re- 
turned to college postwar. Some 
of them have, in the wer yeare >: 
quired wives and children, and it's 


Miniature Reviews 


“Il Was a Male War Bride” 
(20th). Saucy comedy star- 
ring Cary Grant, Ann Sheri- 
dan; cinch boxoffice winner. 

Easy Living’ (Song) (RKO). 
Drama with pro football back- 
ground; only moderate and 
spotty grossing possibilities. 

“Yes Sir, That’s My Baby” 
(U-I) (Color-Songs). Uupre- 
tentious but entertaining b.o. 
comedy with Donald O’Connor. 

“Make Mine Laughs” (Songs) 
(RKO). Entertaining vaude 
show on film with musical ex- 
cerpts from RKO pictures. 

“South of Rio” (Song) ‘Rep 
Good Monte Hale western for 
the oater market. 





on “If You Happen to Find My} (MEXICAN) 
Heart.” Miss Langford sings “Send | Mexico City, July 26 
Back My Love to Me. poles semavonales release of m3 
a > bas " ‘ ' ciones Reforma production. St 
For comedy, picture teams Joan Canedo, Columba Domingue” Robe 
Davis and Jack Haley and the) Manuel Donde, Luis Aceves Castanedg 
sequence is topped by Miss Davis’ | samese — Usrected by Emilio Fer, 
imitation of an outboard motor. A | Mauricio Magdalena: ond, 20#ptation 
; > P ; amera, Gabriel} Fi 
Leon Errol domestic comedy is) gueroa; music, Diaz Conde. At Cine ale 
included for sturdy chuckles. As- eon Mexico City. Running time, 10 





a question of adjusting their aca- 
demics with their family life. For 
instance, there’s a quintet of foot- 
ball stars who have to fit their 
gridironing in with their baby- 
minding, at the dictation of the 
wives. 

Also complicating matters are a 
frustrated femme psychology prof 
who is all for having the wives— 
her students—not allow their hus- 
bands to play ball. But a male 
biology prof, who is also the foot- 
ball coach, seeks to pit his charges 
against the distaff uprising, with 
the solution reached only when the 
two profs get together romanti- 
cally. It: seems that 30 years before 
they had broken off their romance, 
and that was a contributing factor 
in her frustration. 

O'Connor is excellent as the 
football star, singing, dancing and 
generally cavorting himself with 
an ingratiating personality. Gloria 


de Haven is cute as his wife, while 
Charles Coburn is fine as the 
coach, though he’s probably the 


only monocled grid mentor in the 
business. Joshua Shelley, 
the Broadway stage, geis laughs as 
a frustrated gridder, and Barbara 
Brown does okay as the psych prof. 
There is one dance routine done 
by O’Connor that shows him off 
especially well. Direction and 
scripting are nifty, with several in- 
cidental songs serving okay for 
background additionally to the 
sock title tune. And the Techni- 
color is an orbful. Kahn. 


Make Mine Laughs 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 


RKO release of George Bilson produc- 
tion, Stars Ray Bolger, Anne Shirley, 
Dennis Day, Joan Davis, Jack Haley, Leon 
Errol, Frances Langford, Frankie Carle 
orchestra, Robert Lamouret, Manuel & 
Marita Viera, Rosario & Antonio, Fred- 
die Fisher & Schnickelfritz band, The 
Titans, Myrna Dell, Dorothy Granger. Gil 
Lamb. Directed by Richard O. Fleischer. 
Leon Errol sequence directed by Hal 


Yates from his screenplay; camera. Jack | 


MacKenzie, Robert de Grasse: editors, 


Robert Swink, Edward W. Williams: sound | 


imitations, Rufe Davis. Tradeshown Aug. 
3, °49. Running time, 63 MINS. 


RKO has concocted = another 
vaude show on film that lives up 
to the title of “Make Mine Laughs.” 
A fast 63 minutes of fun and songs 
are unreeled, highlighting new 
footage and clips from previous 
RKO releases. It is excellent 
underpinning for dual bills. 

Emceeing the setup is Gil Lamb. 
He gives the intros a glib sendoff 
and also collects a few laughs on 
his own. Musical talent is strong, 
having Ray Bolger’s standout terp- 
ing; Dennis Day’s tenoring; and 











Little League Baseball 


Designed to provide Ameri- 
can youths 8-12, with planned 
outdoor recreation, Little 
League Baseball is an ama- 
teur, non-profit community un- 
dertaking, which to date is 
located in 22 states and con- 
sists of over 900 teams with 
13,000 kids participating. Pro- 
duced by the Little League 
Baseball Assn., with the co- 
operation of the U. S. Rubber 
Co., this 20-minute short pro- 
vides an interesting and en- 
tertaining presentation of the 
league’s development. 

In addition to an informa- 
tive background commentary 
by Joseph Hasel, the film is 
highlighted by a play-by-play 
description of the 1948 Little 
League championship game. 
Professional sportscasting by 
Ted Husing, excellent camera 
work by Burgi Conter and 
Russell Carrier, and creditable 
direction by Emerson Yorke 
fill this lengthy sequence with 
all the color and excitement 
fermented at a major league 
tussle. 

Though pie may run too long 
for some exhibitors purposes, 
it nevertheless is good film 
fare with appeal for baseball 
fans and other who enjoy 
watching children in action. 
Film is available in both 35m 
and 16m prints. 


from | 


/ aids 


_ Charles Clement 


| Pue < > Sa 
Frances Langford’s torching. Day | ne 
and Anne Shirley work together | own fale) 


sisting him are Myrna Dell and, 
Dorothy Granger. A high spot of | 
the film is Robert Lamouret and| Combo of top work by ney. 
his dummy duck in a _ hilarious Comers and vets makes this sim 
ventriloquist routine. Manuel and Story excellent entertainment 
Marita Viera with their monkey Where. “Pueblerina Is 
orchestra: Freddie Fisher and his | Start for a new producer, 
Schnickelfritzers: Rosario & An- Ciones Reforma. 
tonio in a Latin dance routine: the director Emilio 





ple 
any. 
a gland 
Produc. 
It wins kudos for 

Fernandez 


~ . a an 
cameraman Gabriel Figueroa. . 


Titans, muscle act; and Frankie Setti : dhe? 
Carlo’s keyboarding are among Me et Walk a typical hamlet jp 
the easy-to-take moments. Added Mexico Valley, with the srandeyr 


i929 Of the backdrop of Popocatepet) 


fun comes from clips out of a 
and _ Iztaccihuatl, 


Pathe newsreel showing bathing “30. , towering  twip 

beauties of the -period, and an volanic mountains. Mood music jg 
- , > 7 2° ) . 

early-day silent sob drama. provided by Diaz Conde. Atme. 


sphere characteristic of the scene 
is perfectly captured. 

Cast has the Gallic gift for nat- 
uralness of acting. Roberto Canedg 
hitch-hikes home from jail where 
he was railroaded on a murder rap 
after serving half of a 12-yeap 
| stretch, to find his aged mother 
dead and himself unwanted. Lyjs 
Aceves Castaneda, as the hamlet 
Republic release of Melville Tucker pro- political-economic boss comes in 
duction Stars Monte Hale; features Kay with Canedo. Latter falls for 
Christopher, Paul Hurst, Roy Bareroft, former's sweetheart, Columba Dom- 
Relllaeen. ""Taaeted ws “Philip. Ford. inquez, who reciprocates his affee- 
Screenplay, Norman §S. Hall; camera, John Won. 


Production by George Bilson sets 
the picture up in showmanly revue 
style and Richard O. Fleischer’s 
direction gives it fast pacing. Lens- 
ing and editing are good. Brog. 





Seuth of Rie 
(SONG) 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


MacBurnie: editor, Harold Minter. Pre- Triangle involves cock fighti 
viewed A 2, °49 i : Henting 
Mr bot ug Running time, 60 scenes, horse racing. gumbling. vil. 


Jeff Lanning Monte Hale lage fiesta, gun fighting. ete. until 





Carol Waterman Kay Christophe: drama has a happy ending. Grah, 
Andrew Jackson Weems Paul Hurst ae 
Lon Bryson Roy Barcroft 


sob Mitchell 
Chuck Bowers 
Dan Brennan 


Douglas Kennedy 
Don Haggerty 
Rory Mallinson 


Guglielmo Tell 
(William Tell) 


NS 5 Ee en Sp ed a Ree Lane Bradford rn y 
Henry Waterman ....... Emmett Vogan (ITALIAN) 
Travis Myron Healey - ‘ 
Ju 
Weston Tom London Genoa, July 18 


_Atlantis Film release of ICET (Giorgie 
a ae aa Venturini) production. Stars Gino Cervi, 
‘South of Rio” will serve the 


ee Orban, Paul Muller: features 
P narke ise : ~s Aldo Nicodemi, Raf Pindi. Directed by 
galloper market very well. Film Giorgio Pastina. Screenplay, Giorgio Pas 
measures up to the best of the tina, Giuseppe Zucca: adapted from play 
Monte Hale series at Republic of F. Rg nooks eg Arturo Gallea; 
“ ar ee : ; *, music by Giovacchin ossini, direct 

combining plenty of action with an| Fernando Previtali. editors, Carlo Rast 
oKay plot to entertain the kiddies, | onieri, Loris Bellero. At Moderno, Genoa 

Running time, 91 MINS, 


Hale is out to break up a gang 
operating the protection racket in! Berta................ 
the western territory. The hero’s| Gessler.............. 
brother is in with the buddies and | R¥dens.---- 
is responsible for Halee« being | 
kicked out of the Rangers. On his | 
own, Hale tackles the crooks and 


William Tell..... Gine Cervi 
Monique Orbas 
Pau! Muller 
Aido Nicodemi 
Raf Pind 





Weak costumer has liitle except 
eee. ea its title to help sell it. Pic is being 
ids the territory in its move to/pijled here as “Story of the Swiss 
gain statehood. Hood,” but even the moppet trade 

Dealing out of western justice| will find the going heavy in spite 
has Hale riding hard and handy| of the comeon. Slow pace and lack 
with sixgun and fists, although as/of action, plus unimaginative diree- 
a marksman his aim is bad. Same tion by Giorgio Pastina, keep this 
is true of others in the cast, all of| from-rising to even average cos 
whom waste a lot or tead before| tume pic level. Based on F. Schil- 
the final footage sees the gang ler’s play, story bears little resem- 
done in, Hale reinstated in the! blance to the original. the whole 
Rangers and a romance blooming | emphasis being switched from Wil- 


between the hero and the femme! |iam Tell to a romance _ between 
publisher of the territory news-| Rudens and Berta with _ interfer- 
paper. ences by the villainous Gessler. 


Aiding Hale's heroics are Paul Even the apple-shooting scene 
Hurst, printer-reporter who does fails to pack the expected punch, 
a good job; lawman Myron Healey | due in part to the poor adaptation 
and Tom London. Roy Barcroft of G. Rossini’s famed score, inept 
heads up the crooks and Douglas handling of which often makes 
Kenedy is excellent as the way- supposedly dramatic scenes seem 
ward brother. Kay Christopher is yjdieulous. 
adequate in the heroine spot. Acting by Gino Cervi lends au- 

Philip Ford's direction of the thority to the part of the Swiss. 
Norman S. Hall script is punchy, hero, and Paul Muller is properly 
keeping things on ~ 2 move for a yillainous as Gessler. French ac- 
fast 60 minutes. Melville Tucker tress Monique Oroan has little to 
supplied suitable production back-'! do as Berta. Location photography 
ing for the action and John Mac- with Italian Alp backgrounds is 
Burnie did the good lensing. Brog. good. Hawk. 

















Maid of Formosa 





(CHINESE) Trust Law 
China Film Agency release of North- | 
west Film production Directed by Heo F ace8 oS 
Fei-AKwong. Screenplay. Tong Sheo-Hua;: Continued from pas 
camera, Chow ‘Ta-Ming: English titles, 


At Stanley. N. Y., Aug. @Mployees; or to make contracts 


6. ‘49. Running time, 98 MINS. based on discussion had by the 
Minna Shen Min BFPA with the Personal Managers 
Dr. Hvtai-Han Lim........ Tsung Yao 


Assn. ; 
Plan calls for slashing of salaries 
on a graduated scale varying from 
10% for persons receiving 261 
(In Chinese; English Titles) pounds ($1,044) yearly to a max 
As the first Chinese-made pic to imum of 20%. All clerical workers 
be released in the foreign language ,employed in London offices 4 
circuit, “Maid of Formosa” has no exempt. Each case of an employee 
other claim to distinction. Report-| under contract will be dealt with 
edly produced for about $10,000, | separately. 
the film proves that more coin is Scheme is to be binding on 4! 
needed to make an acceptable BFPA members. It comes inte 
product even with cheap Chinese operation Oct. 1 “tt applies equally 
labor costs. This item has no pos- to distrib tin a tfits associate 
sibility in the U. S. market aside —. ‘ - “pe oy eye Alex- 
with the J. Arthur Rank, Sir Ale 


from small curiosity appeal. . it- 
Pic indicates that Chinese pro- | @nder Korda and Associated Brit 
ducers are aping the worst aspects !Sh Picture interests. _ 
of low budget U. S. films of about In the event of a salary "X 
by contract which is to expire 


20 years ago. Mixing a_pseudo- 

modern approach with crude tech- Within six months or so, no attempt 
niques, the producers even failed need be made to cut pay for the 
to make use of China's exotic back- balance of the period. Proper 
percentage slash, however. is ' 


grounds except for a couple of , 
travelog shots that are inserted. be put through when the pact 
Bulk of the film was shot on trans- renewed. On the other hand. ¢* 

isting contracts with more than # 


parently rickety sets. 
Yarn revolves around a Formo- half-year to go would be subject 
to an attempt to cut through neee 


Namo Haka 
Young Lin 
Chief Haka 
Drunkard 


Wong Yoeh 
Lin Tse-Hou 
Chow Yin-Yun 
Sou Hu 


San princess whe commits suicide 


after tribal customs prevent her tiation 
from marrying a Chinese doctor. In , Agreement rovides that if the 
the lead, actress Shen Min plays industry’s cease position ts sti 


the primitive princess with pen- 
cilled eyebrows and heavy lipstick. 
The cast's thesping style has noth- 
ing to recommend. Herm. 


bad in 12 months time, BFPA ™#* 
decide to apply a further graduale 
slash. 
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“, | Here’s LEADERSHIP won at the box-office 


punch, 
ptation 
p, inept 


nace | | at a time when the whole industry was 


nds au- 
Swiss. 


ae calling for the return of solid showmanship... 


ittle to 
ypraphy 
inds ig 


— ‘Here’s LEADERSHIP harnessed to top-notch 
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by the 


= | Here’s the kind of LEADERSHIP that 
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“The nidone Ahowwiw are still talking 


the outstanding grosses rolled up by 


“THE LADY GAMBLES,” “TAKE ONE FALSE STEP” 
“LIFE OF RILEY,” “RED CANYON,” “MA & PA KETTLE,” 
“CITY ACROSS THE RIVER,” “FAMILY HONEYMOON,” 


“ILLEGAL ENTRY,” “CALAMITY JANE & SAM BASS”... 


every one a fine box-office picture backed | 
by intensive territorial and national 


romotional campaigns that | 
, ” 9 ¥p Story and Pasi JOSHUA SHELLEY 


creenolay by OSCAR BRODNEY 


pci : 
proved themselves by results. T Pedy eon HERNAN 
x : STEIN 





























Screenplay by ROBE 
Directed by WILLI 
Produced by AARO 


Pope conan 














J. ARTHUR RANK presents 


ono HOUSTON » 4 
“the 
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cco 


- - oa 8 with 
NOEL PURCELL 

CYRIL CUSACK 
JAMES HAYTER 


Screenplay by FRANK LAUNDER 
JOHN BAINES » MICHAEL HOGAN 


Directed by FRANK LAUNDER * AN INDIVIDUAL PICTURE 
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A NEPTUNE PRODUCTION ID 


ROBERT ANN 


MONTGOMERY: ITH 





wa Jane COWL 


Screenplay by ROBERT CARSON 


Directed by ROBERT MONTGOMERY =, \ 
Produced by JOAN HARRISON (2 7 
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Starring / 


YVONNE CHARLES 


De CARLO - COBURN 


JOHN SCOTT 


RUSSELL - BRADY 


Story and Screenplay by 
WILLIAM BOWERS 

and OSCAR BRODNEY 
Directed by 

FREDERICK De CORDOVA 
Produced by 

ROBERT ARTHUR 
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BNEVERSAL INTERNATIONAL presents 


aa MIKE... hardboiled American skipper 
of the blockade-running refugee ship. 
He'd do anything for a fast buck. 


sii siedbnats 
~ TOREN 


2a SABRA...woman ina man's world 
yo and worth 20 men in any fight.’ Worth 
} $10,000 to the enemy, dead or alive: 





= 


Steohen + 
McNALLY | 


ad DAVID... tighter in the secret Desert — 
Legion. He had everything to win 
and nothing to lose—but his life. 
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Timely, 
Exciting, 
Dramatic, 
Absorbing... 
The greatest 
adventure 


y» the screen 


has had 
in years! 


***SWORD IN THE DESERT’ has 
caused much excitement, and it 
isn't even released yet.’” 

Inez Wallace, Cleveland Plain Dealer 








Directed by GEORGE SHERMAN 


wit) PHILIP FRIEND - HUGH FRENCH « LIAM REDMOND and introducing JEFF CHANDLER Written and Produced by ROBERT BUCKNER 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


a picture’s tithe to push up its boxoffice varies directly with 
e value of the cast, Dr. George Gallup's Audience Research 


serts in a report to its clients. If the cast is strong, the 
s, the title doesn’t make too much difference. But if the cast 
ood handle on a pic can push up appreciably its “want-to- 


power of 
the marque 
Institute as 
js weak, a 8 
s the most important factor in a picture’s want-to-see.” ARI 


see. , 
“Cast 1 , 
“Casts with low marquee value tend to produce low want-to- 


-lares. A e : 
en casts with high marquee value tend to produce high want- 
- see. In the latter case, a change in title will not make great changes 
= re want-to-see every time. With low marquee value casts, however, 


the title becomes a more important part of the picture’s label and a 
strong title becomes a must if the picture to do its best. It of 
course, necessary to strengthen every other element in the picture so 
re as possible, but the title is the one element about which something 
can be done most readily. 

ARI uses aS illustrations of its point the pictures “Best Years of Our 
Lives” and “Back to Bataan. Forme was originally labeled “Glory 
a Me.” Change resulted in pushing up the w-t-s only three points 
from 64 to 67. “Back to Bataan” was originally monikered “The In- 
visible Army.” Switch in its title pushed up the w-t-s nine points. 
from 50 1o 59. 


is is 


——__. 7 


RKO theatre execs would like it better if the dailies reviewed the 
stage bills instead of the picture at the N. \ Palace. Since the house 
opened two months ago, there has been a paucity of favorable Palace 
film reviews by New York's screen-appraisers. 

In the case of this particular theatre, execs feel that an exception 
should be made. Pictures are booked into the house virtually as 
fillers, and are bought primarily on a price-basis. The major lure at 
the Palace is its eight-act vaude bill as is evidenced by the fact that 
so many patrons exit immediately after the stageshow. 

Lone N. Y. daily paying attention to vaude aspect is the Post which 
has a Saturday column covering the various stage shows in town. 
Those concerned with the Palace operation would like to see all papers 
discuss the live talent at length. They wouldn’t complain if the picture 
was given the brush—the opposite of current practice. 





Gloria Safier has acquired the rights to agent any deal involving the 
filmization of a story about 14-year-old Johnny Spear, the deaf mute 
who was found last week living in the wilderness known as the Big 
Thicket in Splendora, Texas. The boy, one of séven children, was 
turned loose in the Texas jungle by his family because there was no 
room for him in the two tents they occupied on the edge of the thicket. 
Yarn about the youth, who lived on raw meat and fish, broke as a 
United Press release last Wednesday (7). 

Miss Safier contacted her Texas representative, Harriet Bath, who 
negotiated a deal with naturalist Larry Dean: Dean was responsible 
for taking the boy out of the thicket and was given authorization by 
the youth’s parents. Lillie Messinger, Miss Safier’s associate on the 
Coast, will handle further negotiations. 

United Artists is taking no chances on complicating the trouble it is 
in already with the Federal Trade Commission on “Colonel Blimp.” 
J. Arthur Rank pic is currently playing the Madison avenue Translux 
in New York. Ads, in type almost as big the title, announce 
“Original uncut version.” And that’s just what is being presented— 
all two hours of it. 

UA was cited by the FTC a couple years ago and is still involved 
in a long series of hearings and appeals 6n charges that the pic was cut 
without notice being given in the advertising to patrons that they 
weren't getting the original, untrimmed version. 


as 





First survey of picture performances at the boxoffice by the Theatre 
Owners of America has been sent out to its members by the exhib 
group. Intended as a weekly report, somewhat along the lines of 
National Allied’s Caravan, the TOA bulletin classifies pix as big, very 
good, good, fair, poor and suitable for second features only. In the 
report, country is divided into four sectors—east, south, midwest and 
west—with three population brackets provided. towns of 2,000-10,000; 
10,000-25,000; and over 25,000. Teeoff survey covers 29 pix. Sampling 
is obtained through TOA members whe are asked to file reports weekly. 





With the opening of UA’s “Too Late for Tears” at the Mayfair, N. Y., 
Saturday (13), Arthur Kennedy will be spotlighted in three films play- 
ing the metropolitan N, Y. area. The two other Kennedy pictures are 
UA's “Champion” and RKO’s “The Window.” The former is now 
making the rounds of nabe houses, while the latter opened at the 
Victoria Saturday (6). In addition to the films, Kennedy is also fea- 
tured in the Broadway production of “Death of a Salesman.” 


Twentieth-Fox, in line with its recently-announced policy of aiding 
small town exhibitors, has launched a special campaign supplement 
to be prepared for them on all important 20th product. Containing 
Publicity copy and art, ads and exploitation ideas slanted especially 
towards the smalitowners, the supplement will be inserted in the regu- 


lar Press book. First of these will go out with the press sheets on 
House of Strangers.” 


COLUMBIA PICTURES — 
‘COUNTER-SPY’ SERIES 


d Columbia Pictures has virtually 
osed a deal with Phillips H. Lord, 


Settle Alger % Suit 
Chicago, Aug. 9. 


ajors’ percentage suit against 
the Alger theatre circuit, LaSalle, 


. in C ) 7 ‘rior court 
ine. for the film rights to the Ill. in Cook county superior ¢ 
latter's radio adventure show,|Petore Judge Frank Padden last 
David Harding, Counter-Spy.” week reached an out-of-court 

cture company already has filed settlement. 


yr pers with the Motion Picture 
tion hod America’s Title Registra- 
sub wureau and in addition has 
mitted the tag, “Counterspy.” 
mel —e by Lord, the ether 
Odrama is built around a Fed- 


Federal action was dropped with 
the agreement of payment of court 
and lawyers’ fees by the majors, 
which amounted to over $10,000. 


| Jolson’s Split-Second 


| “Battleground.” 


| Houses 
| they be guaranteed their operating 


er: : Case was the largest percentage | 
r undercover agent and started ' bel ; eee] 
On the air in 194 ; action in the midwest in recent 
that C 1 1942. It’s understood 
olumbia may use the proper- Years, involving over a dozen 
or an action series similar to houses 





Its “Crime Doctor” films. 


undisclosed , Price is 
. _. In the transaction ~ . 
eh is said to be all wrapped up SIMPP Committees 


e 
Xeept for some minor details. 


Bogeaus Troupe Back 
dict Bove artists producer Bene- 


us and his cast and crew 
Tet and crew 
= to the Coast from New 
Over the weekend dfter two 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Cecil B. DeMille, chairman of 
the Motion Picture Industry Coun- 
cil, appointed five members of the 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers to key committees 
of the industry group. 








Ones, of Shooting on “Johnny Gunther Lessing will serve on 
lensed 4; Rest of the pic will be the executive committee, George 
P In Hollywood. Bagnall on the program and agree- 
headed Brien and Wayne Morris ments committees, James Nasser 
Staten om cast for scenes on a on the financial committee, Roy 
ington Sland ferry +--+. jn Wash- Disney on the liaison committec 
Square, Br: ay, Sutton and Marvin L. Faris on public re- 


Place and Third avenue, 


, lations. 


8 . 
Swing of Loew Theatres 
Trailerizing the preem of “Jol- 

son Sings Again” at the Loew’s 

State. N. Y., next Wednesday (17), 

Al Jolson tonight (Wed.) opens a 

Whirlwind personal appearance 

tour throughout the Loew's metro- 

politan circuit. Pie, in which Jol- 
son has a substantial interest. wi!! 
be plugged by Jolson via capsule 
10-minute stage shows to be played 


at six theatre nightly for three 
nights ending Friday (12). 

Jolson will be accompanied by 
Coast bandleader Matty Malnick. 


his personal pianist Harry Akst and 


a Local 802 orch. Jack Lacy. WINS 
disk jockey, will emcee the shows 
which will offer two numbers by 
the mammy singer and one band 
number. In order to cover the 
heavy p.a. schedule, arrangements 
have been set up to instantly in- 
terrupt the films shows at the 


various theatres when the caravan 
arrives. 

Itinerary opens tonight at Loew’s 
Yonkers and will close at the Vic- 
toria in Harlem. Tomorrow (Thurs.) 
Jolson will start from the Coney 
Island theatre and will wind up at 
the Manhattan Orpheum, and on 
Friday, he'll open at the Triboro in 
Astoria with the Pitkin in Brooklyn 
getting the final show. In 45 other 
houses, film trailers will be shown 
announcing the Jolson appearances 
at the other 18 houses. 








Faster Playoffs | 











Continued from page 4 


guarantees to “Door” and 
“Stranger” and on the latter, par- 
icularly, either lost money or 
came mighty close. 
With all of Broadway open to 
him, Montague switched from the 


1,300-seat long-run Astor to the 
3,450-seat State. While an Astor 
booking over a protracted period 


is strong prestige tor a pic in other 
territories, Montague apparently 
figured he didn’t need such a 
buildup for “Jolson.” Advantage 
at the State is that Col can get its 
money out much faster, since the 
run will be shorter in the bigger 
house and the film can begin play- 
ing the Loew’s circuit much sooner. 
‘Battleground’ Into Astor? 

CI is now hoping to get Metro’s 
“Battleground” for the Astor. That 
would be a switch, with a Col pic 
going into a Metro house (‘“Jolson” 
the first outsider to play the 
State since it went into the present 
policy) and a Metro pic going into 
the Astor. 

Metro has made no commitment 
on “Battleground,” a Dore Schary 


is 


personal production and company’s | 


top pic oi the year. Company is 
waiting to see how “Jolson” opens 
at the State next Wednesday (17). 
If it is tremendous, indicating a 
lengthy stay, M-G will consider 
the Astor and other houses for 
Otherwise, the 
company will hold it for its own 
longrun flagship. 

With a sizable list of houses now 
competing for any pic heralded as 
being slightly better than average, 
distribs report something of a 
breakdown in the hard front on 
terms that the Broadway theatre 
operators had been putting up. 
are still demanding that 


nut—which distribs feel is general- 
ly inflated—and toss in such items 
as $400 ‘booking fees,”’ but terms 


otherwise offered are a little bet- | 


ter than they’ve been in the past. 

Among houses which a producer 
can turn to with any moderately 
acceptable picture are the Capitol, 
Astor, Criterion, Globe, Palace, 
Mayfair, Gotham, Rialto, Rivoli 
and Victoria. 


Par’s Controllers Now 


Make With the Figures 


Paramount's circuit controllers 
were summoned to New York early 
this week for a series of confabs 
at the Hotel Astor preparatory to 
the theatre chain's launching into 
independent operation. The two- 
day meet, which ended yesterday 
(Tues.), was chairmanned by Si 
Siegel, Par’s top theatre controller. 
More than a dozen controllers from 
various Paramount chains attend- 
ed the huddles. 

Leonard Goldenson, Par's the- 
atre chief, opened the meet. Also 
on hand from the h.o. were Walter 
Gross. general counsel, and Rob- 
ert O’Brien, future veepee of the 
chain. Number of accounting 
changes which must be made be- 
fore Jan. 1 when the circuit sep- 
arates from the parent org were 
discussed. 





|! tinue to 


Film Rental and Payroll Take 50%, 
Out of Each Boxoffice Dollar Take 





SOPEG Wins at Col 


Prepping for resumption of new 


contract talks with the majors 
| Aug. 30, Screen Office & Profes- 
sional Employees Guild racked 


up a union shop election victory at 
Columbia 
193 to 54. Conducted by 
Labor Relations Board 
was first In a series ot company 
by-company contests to determine 
whether SOPEG entit to 
union shop 

Talks between the whitecollar- 
ites and the majors will reopen at 
the end of the month after a long 


Pictures by a vote of 


National 
election 


is led 


break. Meeting was arranged by 
the U. S. Conciliation Service, 
whose previous efforts to bring 
about a settlement failed. SOPEG 
is asking for substantial wage 
hikes, retroactivity to September, 


1948, and an arbitration setup. 


STAG FILM DISTRIBS 
NABBED IN N.Y. RAID 


The accidental arrest of two men 

Detectives Phe- 
lan of the Safe and Loft Squad, on 
Tuesday (2), has led the police to 
believe they have cracked the 
ring that has been flooding New 
York with French postcards, porno- 
graphic literature and _ indecent 
films calculated for stag showings. 
-The detectives, who were fol- 
lowing an anonymous tip on a 
supposed loft robbery, noticed two 
men acting suspiciously. Figuring 
they were contemplating the loft 
haul, they tailed them to the build- 
ing at 24th street and Madison ave. 
After satisfying the dicks they 
were tenants, the cops decided to 
look around and their curiosity 
revealed the place was loaded with 
obscene films, literature, etc. When 
confronted the men claimed ignor- 
ance of who owned the stuff. After 
further questioning they were 
placed under arrest. They gave 
their names as Kenneth Dads, 37, 
salesman, and Gastano Sessa, 45, 
also a salesman. Upon arraign- 
ment in Essex Market Court Fri- 
day (5), the pair waived examina- 
tion and are held in $2,500 bail 


by Daggett and 


for Special Sessions. 





Wilcoxon Trailerizing 
Par-DeMille’s ‘Samson’ 


Armed with color slides of Para- 
mount’s “Samson and _ Delilah,” 
blowup prints, color art and fash- 
ion designs, thesper Henry Wil- 
coxon is getting set for a swing 
through 24 U. S. cities and two in 
Canada. In seeking to parlay ex- 


ploitation on the Cecil B. DeMille | 
opus with civic activities, Wilcoxon | 
plans to meet with women’s clubs, | 


manufac- 
and film 


religious orgs, schools, 
turers and press, radio 


outlets. 
Actor shoves off from the Coast 
Saturday (13) on a three-month 


itinerary. His first port-of-call is 
San Francisco. 


U’s ‘Baby’ Bally 


Al Horwits, Universal's studio 


publicity head; Charles Simonelli, | 


exploitation chief; producer Leon- 
ard Goldstein and actor Charles 
Coburn shoved off for Chicago yes- 
terday (Tues.) to join forces in 
ballying the world preem of U’s 
“Yes Sir, That’s My Baby.” Pic 
opens today (Wed) at the Roose- 
velt. Horwitz and Goldstein con- 
the Coast Friday (12) 
while Simonelli and Coburn return 
to New York. Horwitz was east for 
a week of confabs with h.o. execs. 


Blank’s 70th Birthday 


Des Moines, Aug. 9. 

More than 200 Iowans paid 
tribute to A. H. Blank, president of 
Tri-States and Central States The- 
atre Corps. at a testimonial dinner 
honoring his 70th birthday at the 
Standard Club here. 

A bronze plaque was presented 
to Mr. and Mrs. Blank as tribute 
to their generosity and interest, 
not only in civic, but in state and 
world affairs, and especially for 
their gift of the Raymond Blank 
Memorial Hospital for children es- 
tablished in memory of their son. 
It’s said to be one of the finest 
children’s hospitals in the entire 
country. 





+ 


Film rental and payroll take the 
heaviest bite out of each boxoffice 
dollar received by the average in- 
die theatre circuit, a sample bud- 
get made up for the instruction 
of its managers by a New York loop 
discloses. The two top items each 
take 25c out of every buck received 


after taxes, while profits are 
figured at about 642% 
Jack Hattem, film buyer for the 


Interboro Circuit, which operates 
some 36 houses in the metropolitan 
N. Y. area, has dissected an aver- 
age circuit’s income in a pamphlet 
made up for the enlightenment of 
the chain’s employes. Hattem bases 
his figures on a loop of 20 houses 
with capacities from 500 to 2,500 
seats ‘and taking in, exclusive of 
taxes, about $2,000,000 a year. 
Here is the breakdown: film 
réntal, 25%; payroll, 25°; rent, 
18°; administration, 7%; light and 
power, 3° ; advertising, 4%; taxes 
and insurance, 5%; depreciation, 
3°; other charges (out of which 
come the 6° or 642°% profit), 10° 
Regarding film rental, which is 
even more of a controversial sub- 
ject than usual these day, Hattem 
declares that 25% of the gross re- 
ceipts over a period of a year “‘is 
accepted by exhibitors as film ren- 


tal for both features and _ shorts. 
The showman whose average film 


bill runs beyond that is destroying 
his profit possibilities or he is on 
his way out of business. On the 
other hand, if the exhibitor's total 
filmi cost runs below 15°, he Is 
unfairly taking advantage of a sit- 
uation. This is just as dangerous 
to exhibition as the showman who 
permits costs to run away with 
him and pays” excessive film 
rentals.” 
Other Breakdowns 


The 7° charge of ‘administra- 
tion,” Hattem explains, includes 
“general home office overhead, 


such as rent,.light, help, telephone, 
stationery, booking and buying, of- 
ficers’ salaries and other items of 
expense which are _ contributing 
factors in homeoffice operations.” 
Regarding advertising? the 4° 
expenditure should include “news- 
papers, theatre front display, pro- 
grams, billboards, accessories, trail- 
‘ers, heralds, advertising salaries to 
billposters, valances, mailing list 
and other items of publicity.” 
| The “other charges” category, in 
addition to profit, Hattem explains, 
includes “group insurance, repairs, 
sound service, film delivery, tele- 
phones, cleaning supplies, carbons, 
electric bulbs, tickets, licenses, 
legal expenses, fuel oil, water, 
bonuses, charities, dues, royalties, 
fire alarm and uniforms for help.” 





Rotating Officerships 
For TOA on Conv. Agenda 


Likelihood is that Arthur Lock- 
wood, prez of Theatre Owners of 
America, and Ted Gamble, board 
chairman, will step down as the two 
top TOA officers when that na- 
tional theatre group meets in Los 
Angeles Sept. 12-15. Understood 
that both high officials have indi- 
cated a desire to turn over their 
jobs to other TOAers in an effort 
| to rotate offices among active mem- 
bers as much as possible. 

TOA officials are seeking to es- 
tablish the rotating principle as 
_traditional in the org. Exec com- 
mittee meetings have been discus- 
sing possible new officers although 
the committee is not expected to 
come up with an official slate. After 
some quiet sounding of potential 
candidates, it is said that the last 
word on selections will be left to 
the body at the convention. 


Among those attending exec 
committee meetings have been 
Lockwood, Gamble, Si Fabian, 


Leonard Goldenson, Samuel Pinan- 


ski, Robert Coyne, Gael Sullivan 
and Herman Levy. Details of the 
convention are also being dis- 
cussed. 





Texas Boosts P. E. Smith 


Lubbock, Texas, Aug. 9. 

Political observers throughout 
the state agree that Preston E. 
Smith, local exhibitor and a mem- 
ber of the Texas legislature is a 
definite and strong dark horse pos- 
sibility in the Texas gubernatorial 
race. 

He is currently serving his third 
term and the only member at 
present in show biz among the 
i; state law-bodies membership. 


is 
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Ai in Sharp Seasoral Downbeat But | 


‘Boundaries’ Big $1 


0.000 in One Spot: 


Patch Okay 286 in 4, ‘Lining’ 386, 2d 





Angeles, Aug. 9. + 
Siesta: are experiencing a 
sharp downbeat this frame with 
oversupply of holdovers, only two | 
new bills and beach weather hurt- 
ing biz. Best of newcomers is “Lost 
Boundaries,” in 900-seat Four Star, 
where it will hit sharp $10,000 or 
close. “Dan Patch,” only other 
new entry, is sighting an okay 
$28,000 in four small-seaters. 


s0S 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week 
(Based on theatres) 
Last Year $571,006 
(Based on 14 theatres). 





$716.900 
18 





Pacing holdovers is ‘Silver Lin- 
ing,” with pleasing $38,000 in three 
theatres. second week. “Mr. Soft 
Touch” looks oke $25,000 in second 
stanza, two houses. 

“Great Gatsby” is mild $23,000 
in second round, two Par houses. 
“Not Wanted” looms pleasant $24,- 
000, second frame, six spots. “Blue 
Lagoon” is down to $16,500 tor 
four sites, second session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Beverly Hills, Downtown, 
Hawaii, Hollywood Music Halls 
(Prin-Cor) (834; 902; 1.106; 512; 
65-$1) — ‘‘Great Dan Patch” (UA) 
and “Silent Conflict” (UA). Okay 
$29,000. Last week, ‘“‘Too Late For 
Tears’ (UA) (10 days), $26,500. 

Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola, 
Uptown (FWC) (2,048; 2,404; 1,248; 
1,719; 60-$1)—“You’re My Every- 
thing’ (20th) and “Temptation 
Harbor” (Mono) (3d wk-4 days). 
Slim $17,000. Last week, down to 
$27,200. 

Downtown, 
(WB) (1,757; 
“Look For Silver Lining” 
(2d wk). Pleasing $38,000. 
week, stout $49,300. 

Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire 


Hollywood, 
2,756; 2,344; 


Wiltern 
60-$1)— 
(WB) 

Last 


(FWC) (1,538; 2,097; 2,296; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Any Number Play” (M-G) (3d 
wk-4 days). Light $12,000. Last 


week, $24,000. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,210; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Not Wanted” (FC) and ‘“Love- 
able Cheat” (FC) (2d wk). Neat! 
$12,500 here with $24,000 in 6 day- 
daters. Last week, smart $19,200 
here, with $37,500 in six situations. 

Pantages, Hillstreet (RKO) (2.-!| 
812; 2,890; 50-$1) “Mr. Soft 
Touch” (RKO) and “Barbary Pi- 
rate” (Col) (2d wk). Oke $25,500. 
Last week, satisfactory $32,500. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 
—Great Gatsby” (Par) and “Ring- 
side” (SG) (2d wk). Fair $23,000. 
Last week, just okay $31,900. 

United Artists, Ritz, Studio City, | 
Vogue (UA-FWC) (2,100: 1,370: 
a 885; 

J) and “Hold That Baby” 
(2d wk). Slow $16,500. Last week, | 
$23,900. 

Esquire (Rosener) ($685; 84- 
$1.20\—“‘Never Give Sucker Even 
Break” (Indie) and “Bank Dick” 
(Indie) (2d wk). Near $3,500. Last 
week, good $4,500. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679: $1.20- 
$2.40)—*‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (32d wk). 
Good $5,000. Last week. $5,500. 


(Mono) 








Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 74-$1) 
—‘‘Lost Horizon” (FC) (reissue). 
Sharp $10,000. Last week, “Ed- 
ward, My Son” (M-G) (5th wk), 
$2,900. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890: 85) 
“Quartet” (EL) (11th wk), Neat 
$5,000. Last week, $5,500. 





‘Number’ Racks Up Nice 
116, Omaha; ‘Bride’ 106 


Omaha, Aug. 9. 

Metro is hogging the spotlight 
this week with “Any Number Can 
Play” at Paramount and “Barkleys 
of Broadway” at State. Former is 
nice while ‘“‘Barkleys” shapes very | 
big at small-seater State. ‘Bride 
of Vengeance” is mild at Orpheum. 
“Dumbo” and “Saludos Amigos” 
looks fancy at Brandeis. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 
65)—‘“‘Any Number Play” (M-G). 
Nice $11.000. Last week, “Silver 
Lining,” (WB), $11,500 which built 
to last day and then moved to the 
Omaha. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G). 
Great $5,000. Last week. “One 
False Step” (U) and “Beware 
Spooks” (Col), fair $4,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— | 
Disney revue of “Dumbo,” “Salu- 
dos Amigos” and “Seal Island” (‘all 
RKO). Tremendous afternoon 
business, and big $8.000 on week. | 
Last week, “Colorado Territory” 
(WB) and “State Department” (FC), 
$7,000. 

Orpheum 
65)—‘‘Bride 


16- 


16-65)— 


(3,000; 16- 
(Par) 


(Tristates) 
of Vengeance” 
and “Daughter of West” (FC). 

ight $10,000. Last week. “Great 
— Patch” (UA) and “High Fury”! 
(UA), $10,800. 


60-$1) | 


60-$1)—“Blue Lagoon” | 


| 45-65)—"‘Silver Lining”’ 


, topped by Toni Harper. 


| (Indie) 


Gable Standout 


In Det., Big $16,000. 


Detroit, Aug. 9. 

Clark Gable’s ‘Any Number Can 
Play” (M-G) is giving the Adams 
its biggest audience in months and 
is taking biz laurels this stanza. 
“You're My Everything” at the Fox 
and “Great Gatsby” at the Michi- 
gan look okay. Holdovers of “Love 
Happy” (UA) and “Silver Lining” 
(WB) are standing up well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 
“You’re My Everything” (20th) and 
“Ringside” (SG). Good $27,000. 
Last week, ‘House of Strangers” 
(20th) and “Lone Wolf Lady” (Col) 
(2d wk), $22,000. 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 


70-95)—“Great Gatsby” (Par) and 
“Special Agent” (Par). Nice $24.- 
000. Last week> “Silver Lining” 
(WB) and “Hellfire” (Rep) (2d wk), 
$20,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)— 
“Love Happy” (UA) and “Night 


Unto Night” (WB) (2d wk)., Good 
$15,000 or near. 
$21,000. 

United Artists (UD) 
95)—‘Home of Brave” (UA) and 
“Singing Dude” (UA) (3d wk). 
Swell $18,000. Last week, $25,000. 


(2,000; 70- 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Any Number Play” (M-G) and 
“Hatch Up Troubles” (M-G). Big 
$16,000. Last week. ‘One False 
|Step” (U) and “One Woman's 
| Story” (U), $10,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
95)— “Illegal Entry” (U) and 
| ““Omoo” (SG). Slim $8,000. Last 
| week, ° ‘Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) 


and “Lovable Cheat”’ 
| $9,000. 


L’ville Lags; ‘Strangers’ 
Low $9,000, ‘Summertime’ 
Fine 146, ‘Bride’ NG 56 


Louisville, Aug. 9. 
Biz is ‘spotty this week, State 


(FC) (4th wk), 





| with “In Good Old Summertime” 


catching nice trade, but the other 
new entry, “House of Strangers” 
looms sluggish at Rialto. Vaude 
bill at the National topped by Toni 
Harper, plus “Hit Parade” and 
“Lovable Cheat” shapes stronger 
than previous vaude-film bills. 
Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,400: 
(WB) ‘2d 
wk). Holding up okay at $7,000 
after last week’s solid $9,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 65)— 
“Lovable Cheat” (FC) and “Hit 
Parade” (Rep) (reissue) plus vaude 
Excellent 

Last week, “Time, Place, 
(WB) and “Crazy House” 
(reissues), plus “Night in 
Paris,”’ vaude-revue, modest $6,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 
45-65) — “House of Strangers” 
(20th). Mild $9,000. Last week, 
“Great Gatsby” (Par) and “Strike 
It Rich” (AA), solid $13,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Good Old Summertime” (M-G) 
and “Slightly French” (Col). 
Healthy $14,000. Last week, “Any 
Number Play” (M-G) and “Henry, 
Rainmaker” (Mono), medium $11.- 
000. 

Strand (FA) (1.000; 45-65)— 
“Bride of Vengeance” (Par) and 
“Strange Case Mrs. Crane” (EL). 
Modest $5,000. Last week, “Illegal 
Entry” (U) and “Arctic Manhunt” 
(U) about same. 


Small’s ‘Valentino’ 
From Ullman Book 


$8,000. 
Girl” 








Hollywood, Aug. 9 
Edward Small’s biopic on Ru- 
dolph Valentino will be titled 


“Valentino as I Knew Him,” taken 
from a book written by George UII- 
man ,who was the actor's agent. 

Walter Craig, a newcomer to the 
screen, has been mentioned for the 
title role. 


Last week, great | 


‘Air Hostess” 


Fountainhead’ 146, Mont’! 


Montreal, Aug. 9. 

Holdovers in most deluxers plus 
teriffic heat is resulting in a box- 
office slump here this week. “The 
Fountainhead,’ good at Loew’s, 
will get top money. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 
“Fountainhead” (WB). Good $14.,- 
000. Last week, “Edward, My Son” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $9,000. - 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,421; 
“House of Strangers” (20th) 
wk Down to mild $8,000 
strong $13,000 opener. 

Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 
“Any Number Play” (M-G) 
Off to modest $9,000 after 
first week at $16,500. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 
“Streets Laredo” (Par) (2d wk). 
Off to fair $8,000 after nice $14,000 
first. 

Imperial 
“Criss Cross 


34-60)— 
(2d 
after 


34-60)— 
(2d wk). 
sock 


(C.T.) (1,839; 26-45)— 
’ (U) and Blondie Hits 


Jackpot” (Col) (2d _ wk). Solid 
$9,000. Last week, “Red Antone” 
(Rep) and “Home San Antone 
(Col), $6,000. 


Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34- | 
“Lady of Burlesque” (UA) (reissue) 
and “Guest in House” (UA). Okay 
$5.000. Last week, “Crooked Way” 
(UA) and “Crime Doctor’s Diary” 
(UA), same. 


Brave Terri 


$39,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug. 
Strong pictures continue ay do 
healthy business, with others suc- 
cumbing to the heat. Weekends 
here still are tragic because of 
seashore exodus. 
rently is “Home of Brave” huge 
at the Earle. ‘“‘Anna Lucasta,” at 
Stanley, and “Great Sinner,” at 
Boyd, ‘shape as the strong entries. 

Estimates for This Week 





Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)— 
“Dumbo” (RKO) and “Saludos 
Amigos” (RKO) (reissues). Good 
$10,000. Last week, “Red Menace” | 
(Rep), $8,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)— 
“Great Sinner’ (M-G). Hefty 
$25,000. Last week, “Girl Jones 





Beach” (WB) (2d wk), mild $10,000. | 
Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) 
“Home of Brave” (UA). Biggest 
thing in town, terrific $35,000. 
Last week. “Streets of Laredo” 

(Par) (2d wk), dim $9,500. 
Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)— 


“You're My Everything” (20th) (2d 
wk). 
opener. 

Goldman (Goldman) 
99)—‘“‘Any Number Play” 
(3d wk). 
week, big $15,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
—‘“Great Gatsby” (Par) 
Holding near initial week at fine 
$12,000. Last week, $16,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Silver Lining” (WB) (3d_ wk). 
Still doing biz at $15,000. Last 
week, $19,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99)— 
“Anna Luecasta”’ (Col). Sturdy 
$24,000. Last week. “Too Late 
for Tears” (UA), $14,000. . 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99)— 
“Savage Splendor” (RKO) 
“Seal Island” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Down to about $13,000 after ter- 
rific $17,000 last week. 





Prov. Muggy But ‘Lining’ 
Very Fat $18,000; ‘Anna’ 
Sound 126, ‘Screams’ 1656 


Providence, Aug. 9. 
Majestie is riding high with 
“Look for the Silver Lining” to 
lead a hot muggy town. Close be- 
hind is RKO Albee with ‘Not 
Wanted” and_ Strand’s “Anna 
Lucasta.” 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Not Wanted” (FC) and ‘Amazon 
Quest” (Indie). Very sturdy $17,.- 
500. Last week, “Dumbo” (RKO) 
and “Saludos Amigos” (RKO) (re- 
issues), good $12,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Silver Lining’ (WB). Quick 


turnover helping to sock $18,000. 
Last week, “House of Stranger” 
WB) and “Leave to Henry” 


(Mono), $14,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Africa Screams” (UA) and ‘“Se- 
cret Garden” (M-G). Good $16.- 
500. Last week, “Caught” (M-G) 
and Ink Spots onstage kept build- 
ing to terrific $30,000, over hopes. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 


—‘Anna_ Lueasta” (Col) and 
“Devil's Henchman” (Indie). 
Sound $12,000. Last week, 


“Doolins of Oklahoma” (Col) and 


(Col), fair $9,000. 








40-65)— | 


Outstander cur- | 


Great $18,000 after $26,000 | 


(1,200; 50-. 
(M-G) | 
Slipping to $10,000. Last’ 


(2d wk). | 


and 


iity Jane” 





Hub’s Vaude Return With Roughshod’ 


Rousing $3l, 00 


Doolins’ Trim 236 








| 
Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total wr, 


This Week 2,667,000 
(Based on 24 ¢ itie S, 194 
theatres, chte fly MTSt TUNS, UV 
CLUu din g N. i W 
Total Gross me ee 
lot Ye ar $2,379, 000 
( Based on 19 and 176 
theatres) 


Semsertions Hot 





$70,000 Tops Pitt ; 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 9. 
Old Summertime” is 
heading for Golden Triangle’s top 
gross this week. with plenty of 
room: to spare. It holds. Nothing 
much else to crow about here, 
although second stanza of ‘Silver 
Lining” isn’t so bad at Stanley. 
Both “Calamity Jane” at Fulton 
and “Johnny Stool Pigeon’ at 
Harris are mild while ‘Nick Beal” 
and “Red Stallion of the Rockies” 
is staggering along at the Warner. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80) — 
“Calamity Jane” (U). Western 
staggering along and will be lucky 


“In Good 


Boston, Aug. 9. 

Preem of Palace type vaude at 
RKO Boston with “Roughshod” is 
big noise here this stanza. Biz hold- 
ing up after terrific opening, with 
| rousing week on'tap. H.o.’s at most 
other spots are faring about aver- 
age. Lone newcomer, “Doolins of 
Oklahoma” at Memorial is Shaping 
fairly strong. 


Estimates for This Week 





Astor (Jaycox) (1,200: 40-85 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) (4th wk) 
Still doing okay at $9,000 Last 
week, $10,500. 

Boston (RKO) (3.200: 55-85) 
“Roughshpd” (RKO) with preem of 
vaude policy in Boston. Vaude igs 


really dragging them in here with 
hefty $30,000 in view. Last week. 
Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U) and 
“Stagecoach Kid” (RKO), not bad 
$18,500. 
| Fenway (NET) (1,373: 40-85) 
“Girl Jones Beach” (WB) and ‘‘Alie 
mony” (EL) (2d wk). Fair $5,000, 
Last week, $6,500. 
Mayflower (ATC) {700 40-85) 
“Not Wanted” (FC) (2d wk). Hold- 


ing up to big $7,000 after wow $8,- 
000 first. 


Memorial (RKO) (3,500: 40-85)— 
“Doolins of Oklahoma” (Col). Neat 
$23,000. Last week “Dumbo” 
(RKO) and “Saludos Amigos” 
(RKO) (reissues), $18,000 

Metropolitan (NET) (4.376: 40- 
85)—“‘Silver Lining’ (WB) and 
“One Last Fling’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Oke $17,000 after good $21,000 first, 





: bhaciie Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
to. hit $7,000. Last week, “Youre| «any Number Play” (M-G) and 
My Everything” (20th) (3d wk-4 | «Gay Amigo” (UA) (2d wk). Nice 
days), $3,800, to give musical socK ¢)7000. Last week, solid $22.000. 
$25,000 for 18-day run. Paramount (NET) (1.700: 40-85) 

Harris (Harris) (2. 200; 45-80) seta rcs Sos 1, | Jones Beach” (WB) and 
“Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U). Slow “Alimony” (EL) (2d wk). Fair $11.- 
$10,000. Last week, “Doolins of 000 after neat $14,500 first. , 
Oklahoma” (Col), $11,000. State (Loew) (3.500: 40-85)— 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 45-80) | “Any Number Play” ‘(M-G) and 
—‘‘Good Old Summertime” (M-G).| “Gay Amigo” (UA) (2d wk). Fair 
Big $20,000. Holds over, natch! $10,000 after $14,000 first. 
Last week, “Any Number Play” a 
(M-G) (2d wk), okay $12,500. , 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80) — , 
“Silver Lining’ (WB) (2d wk). H.0. $ HOBBLE FRISCO; 


Ought to do at least $10,000, 
good. Last week, stout $19,000. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80) 
“Nick Beal” (Par) and “Red 
lion Rockies” (EL). Lazy 
Last week, “Not Wanted” 
(m.o.), walloping $9,500. 





Musicals Leading Way, 
K.C., ‘Everything’ Sweet 
18G; Summertime’ 21G 


Kansas City, Aug. 9. 
| Musicals are leading the way'! 
currently, with “You're My Every- | 


thing” fine at U ptown- Tower-Fair- | 


way combo, 

Summertime” 
Midland. 
| Gatsby” looks relatively good. 
Missouri which RKO reopened last 
week shapes stout with ‘ 


and “In Good Old 
getting great coin at 


‘Wore Yel- 
low Ribbon” in second week. 
| Weather was cool most of week, 


but warmed up over weekend. 


Estimates for This Week 
Esquire ‘Fox Midwest) (820: 45- 
tie” fa Bandit” (Rep) and “In 


Old California” (Rep) (reissue). 
| Old and new combo bettering aver- 
age at $3,500. Last week. 
Boy” (Mono) and _ “Incident” 
(Mono), $3,000. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550: $1.20- 
$2.40)—"‘Red Shoes” (EL) (16th 
wk). Was scheduled to move out 


last week, but steady biz forced it. 


Oo stay for $2,400. 


ditto. 


Midland (‘Loew’s) (3.500: 45-65) 
—"“Good Old Summertime” (M-G) 
and “Leave to Henry” (Mono). 
Sweet $21,000, and holdover. Last 
week, “Any Number Play” (M-G) 
and “Secret St. Ives” (Col) (2d 
wk), nifty $11,000. 

Missouri ‘RKO) (2,650: 45-65)— 
“Wore a Yellow Ribbon” (RKO) | 
(2d wk). Pre-release world preem | 
with reopening of refurbished | 
house holding up at solid $11,000. 
Last week, great $20.000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Great Gatsby” (Par). Moderately 
strong $13,000, and possible hold- 
over. Last week, “Silver Lining” 
(WB) (2d wk). $9.000. 

Roxy (Durwood) 
“One Night of Love” 
“Talk of the Town” 
sues). Fairish $3,300. 
“It Ain't Hay” (Indie) 
hind the Eight Ball” 
issues), $2.800. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway 
Midwest) (2,100, 2.043. 700: 
—“You're My Everything” 
Fine $18,000. Last week. 
(U), fine $11,000, 


Last week 


(Col) and 
(Col) (reis- 
Last week, 
and ‘“‘Be- 
(Indie) (re- 


(Fox 
45-65) 
(20th). 


very | 


Stal- | 
$3,000. | 
(FC) | 


Paramount with “Great | 


“Bad | 


(900: 45-65)— | 


“Calam- | 


‘EVERYTHING’ HEP 226 


San Francisco, Aug. 9. 

Biz is generally dullish here this 
week, with plethora of holdovers 
cutting into the total. Best new- 
comer is “You're My Everything” 
which is fine if not smash at the 
| Fox. “Calamity Jane” is doing 
| okay at Orpheum. Most holdovers 
are down sharply from first weeks. 
| Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: 60- 
85)—“China Sky” (RKO) and “Val- 
ley of Sun” (SRO) (reissues). Mild 
| $12,000. Last week, ‘Not Wanted” 
'(FC) and ‘Mississippi Rhythm” 
(Mono) (2d wk), fair $9,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 
“You're My Everything” 
“Hold That Baby” (Mono). 


60-95)— 
(20th) and 
Fine 


| $22,000. Last week, ‘House of 
Strangers” (20th) and ‘Forbidden 
| Street” (20th) (2d wk), $15,000. 

| Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 


“Good Old Summertime” (M-G) 
and “Temptation Harbor” (Mono) 
(3d wk). Off to $11,000, good. Last 


week, big $14,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2.646; 60-85)— 
“Girl Jones Beach” (WB) and 
“One Last Fling’ (WB) ‘2d wk). 
Okay $13,000. Last week, big 
$24,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 60-85)— 
“Wizard of Oz” (M-G) (reissue) (3rd 
' wk). Nice $8,000. Last week, sock 
$12,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.448; 55- 
85)—"Calamity Jane’ (U) and 
“Devil’s Henchman” (Col). Okay 
$15,000. Last week, “Johnny Stool 
| Pigeon” (U) and “Rim of Canyon” 


| (Col), $13,000. 
United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
, 55-85)—"‘Great Dan Patch” (UA). 
Good $9,000. Last week, “Too 
Late for Tears” (UA), $6,800. 
Stagedoor (Ackerman) (370; 
$1.20-$2.40)—“Red Shoes’ (EL) 
(11th wk). Holding at $7,500. Last 


week, nice $7,800. 





Houston’s ‘Brave’ H.0. 


} 
Houston, Aug. 9. 
| “Home of the Brave” was held 
over here at Interstate’s Majestic 
for a second week. For the first 
time in five years, the Negro bal- 
cony was opened to accomim odate 
the crowds during the second 
week’s run. 

Eddie Brenner, manager of the 
Majestic, estimates that business is 

‘better than 25°% above average” 

on the run of the film. Ordinarily 
holdovers are shifted to the Kirb 
here but film was kept at the Mae 
jestic, where greater sealing ¢# 
pacity was available. 

Special midnight shows 
i been held for Negroes. 
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Cool Wave Helps Chi; Everything’ Up 
Via Jessel $55,000, Dennis Day Lifts 


Step Fat 696, J 


Chicago, pe - 
rth the advent of cool weather 
; Pinole American Legion dele- 
poe Loop is heading for best 
- the summer hus 
. False Step” with Jen- 
“oo it on stage at the Chi- 


nis ie heading for grand $69,000. 


ay, the combo Oriental 


Across the W Everything” and 


with “You're My an 
George Jessel in person 
ing to very_big $55,000. 

“ ‘ Vv 
ate toward best gross house 

s had in months with mighty 
335 900 shaping. The larger Palace 
is getting the same total with “Cal- 
amity Jane. “Good Old Summer- 
time” at State-Lake is shaping 
trim $23,000. : 

Estimates for This Week 

icazo (B&K) (3,900; 50-98) — 
omg False Step” (U) plus Dennis 
Day unit onstage. Excellent $69.- 
000. Last week, “Sorrowful Jones 
(Par) (2d wk) with Janet Blair and 
Blackburn Twins topping stage, 
$69,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Movie Crazy” (Indie) (reissue) (2d 
wk). Holding well at $7,500. Last 
week, $11,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Might Joe Young” (RKO). Huge 
$25,000. Last week, “Cobra Wom- 
an” and “White Savage” (U) (re- 
issues), $9,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—“Youre My Everything” (20th) 


Joe Young” at Grand is | 


+ 


thus far. | 


is build- | 


| 
| 


with George Jessel and Kitty Kal-| 


len personals. Fancy $55,000. Last 
week, “We Were Strangers” (Col) 
with “Lassie,” Penny Singleton, 


and Stan Jones in person (2d wk), | 


$33,000. 

Palace (RKO) 
“Calamity Jane” (U) and “I Cheated 
Law” (20th). Big $20,000. Last 
week, “House on 92d St.” (20th) and 
“My Gal Sal” (20th) (reissues) 
(4 days) with “Sand” (20th) and 
“Forbidden St.” (20th) (2d wk-3 
days), $10,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 


| *“Blackie’s 


(2,500; 50-98)— | 


4 
Estimates Are Net 
Film gross estimates as re- 

ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 


oe Young Tall 2G 





The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax 


‘Number’ Winner 


In St. Loo, $21,000 








St. Louis, Aug. 9. 
Trade is as spotty currently as 
the weather. Standout is “Any 


Number Can Play,” galloping to a 
socko stanza at Loew’s. “ust for 
Gold” shapes good at the St. Louis. 
“Silver Lining” is still doing well 
on moveover to Ambassador, for 
fourth downtown week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3.000; 50- 
75)—‘Silver Lining’ (WB) and 
“Adventure Baltimore” (RKO) 


(m.o.). Nice $9,000 for fourth week 
downtown. Last week, “The 
Fountainhead” (WB) and “Mother 
Freshman” (20th) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3.172: 50-75)— 
“Any Number Play” (M-G) and 
Chinese Adventure” 
(Col). Sock $21,000. Last week, 
“Outpost in Morocco” (UA) and 
stageshow, great $37,500. 


Missouri (F&M) (3.500: 50-75)— | 
“Girl Jones Beach” (WB) and 
“Green Promise’ (RKO) (2d wk). 


Down to $9,000 after big $12,500 
| 


| initial stanza 


50-98)— | 


“Miracle of Life” (Indie). Big $11,- | 
500. Last week, ““Wild Weeds” (In- | 


die) (83d wk), $8,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 

“Great Dan Patch’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Light $7,500. Last week, $11,500. 
, State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
“Good Old Summertime” (M-G). 
Pert $23,000. Last week, “‘Fountain- 
head” (WB) (2d wk), $12,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073: 98) — 


“Champion” (UA) (4th wk). Fast 
$20,000. Last week, $24,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98) — 
Dick” (Indie) and “My Little 


Chickadee” (Indie) (reissues) (2d 
ca fxcellent $4,000. Last week, 





Vande Boosts ‘Fling’ To 
Torrid $16,000 in Balto 


: Baltimore, Aug. 9. 

Business here remains rather un- 
eventful with top entries garner- 
ng hice coin and balance of down- 
io list limping along at summer- 
natin: “In Good Old Sum- 
of ‘One is Current leader. Combo 
ac he Last Fling” tied to contin- 
reanal of vaude at Hippodrome is 
sie ing out for one of best figures 

Ce policy was instituted. 

P Estimates for This Week 
ery ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
) rood Old Summertime” (M- 

- Leader at hot $17,000. Last 


Ww “ 
si0.400 Late for Tears” (UA), fair 


op 1 PPodrome (Rappaport) (2.240: 
a One Last Fling” (WB) 
Sister ude, headed up by DeMarco 
best A Combo reaching out for 
acest Sure since inception of Pal- 
* tllge With $16,000 likely. 
“aude $13.0000°% Stiff’ (UA) and 
6 a  Fanberger) (2.460; 20- 
0} * Wanted” (FC). Not 
One iat at $7,000. Last week, 
Mayans’ Step” (U), $8,200. 
‘leeeee (980; 20-65)— 
Drawing rion. 
Last ~ Bags average of $4,000. 
$4299 Red Menace” (Rep), 
“ygew (Mechanic) (1,800: 20160)— 
(3d Wk) My Everything” (20th) 
de 3. nd ed third round to- 

, ‘ €K was big $9,500, 
Stanice opener to $11,600" 

*Y (WB) (3,280: 25-75)— 
ming” (WB) (2d wk). 
ean pace of $9,000 after 
nm | st 00 Opener, 
~“Reign aPppaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
$9,000. error” (EL). Nice 
gy 1 eek, “It Happened 
tissues), $6,209! Friday” (Col) 


| “*Any 


(reissue). 


St. Louis (F&M) (4.000: 50-75)— | 


“Lust for Gold” (Col) and ‘“Mas- | 
sacre River’ (Mono). Good $14.000. 
Last week, “Silver Lining’ (WB) | 
and “Adventure Baltimore” (RKO) | 


(3d wk). solid $9,000. 


Lee-Gilbert Up ‘Arson’ 
Smash $20,060 in Buff; 
‘Number’ Lucky at 146 


Buffalo, Aug. 9. 
The way Peggy Lee and Billy 
Gilbert are boosting ‘‘Arson, Inc.,” | 
to sock total is big news this week. | 
Number Can Play” also is 
at the Buffalo. 
Estimates for This Week: 


Buffalo (Loew's) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Any Number Play” (M-G). Nice 
$14.000. Last week, “Sand” (20th) 
and Frankie Laine, Kitty Kallen on 
stage, smash $35,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3.400; 40-70)— 
“Great Gatsby” (Par). Fine $12,- 
000 or over. Last week, “Girl 

(Continued on page 24) 


nice 





‘Gatsby’ Not Big 116, Port. 


Portland. Ore., Aug. 9. 

Holdovers and reissues are doing 
the real biz this week in firstrun 
spots. “Great Gatsby” is only pass- 
ably good in two houses, but best 
olf newcomers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 

_“Fountainhead’ (WB) and ‘One 


Last Fling” (WB) (2d wk). Okay 
$6.500. Last week, torrid $15,000. 


Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Manhandled” (Par) and “Special 
Agent” (Par). Mild $4,000. Last 
week. “Africa Screams” (UA) and 
“Jigsaw” (UA) (m.o.) okay $5,200. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Great Gatsby” (Par) and “Daugh- 
ter of West” (Rep), day-date with | 
Orpheum. So-so $3,500. Last week, | 
“Geronimo” (Par) and “Lonesome 
Pine” (Par) (reissues), $3,600. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1.750; 50-85)— 
“Great Gatsby” (Par) and “Daugh- 
ter of West” (Rep), also Orientas. 


Good $7.500. Last week, “Geroni- 
mo” (Par) and “Lonesome Pine 
Par) (reissues! mild $6,000. 


3.400; 50-85)— 
and ‘‘Lost Pa- 

Fair $7.500. 
Beach” 


(RKO), 


Paramount ‘H-E) 
“Gunga Din” (RKO 
trol’ (RKO) (reissues 
Last week. “Girl Jones 
(WB) and “Clay Pigeon” 
big $9,500 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—"‘Stratton Story” ‘(M-G (4th 
wk). Holding well at $6,700. Last | 


sweek, fancy $9,800. 


| Two other 


i*Great Gatsby” 


‘Brave’ Lusty at $23,500, 


Denver; ‘Lining’ $24,000 

Denver, Aug. 9. 

‘Home of Brave” is topping 
town in three spots and rates a 
double moveover to two theatres. 
‘Look for Silver Lining” is doing 
well, playing two drive-ins day- 
ate and second week at Broadway. 
Both “Neptune’s Daughter” and 
“Great Gatsby” are doing okay 
and will hold. 


Estimates for This Week 


Q. 


Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500: 35- 
74)—“Silver Lining” (WB) (2d wk). 
Day-date with North and South 
drive-ins. Nice $7,500. Holds again 


Last week, big $11.000 

Denham ckrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
“Great Gatsby) (Par). Good $10.- 
000, and stays over. Last week. 
“Manhandled” (Par) and “Special 
Agent” (Par), small $7.000 

Denver (Fox (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Home of Brave” (UA) and “C- 
Man” (FC). day-date with Esquire, 
Webber. Big $18.000. Last week. 
“Calamity Jane” (U) and “Streets 


San Francisco” (Rep), $11,000 


Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74) — 
“Home of Brave’ (UA) and “C- 
Man” (FC), also Denver, Webber 


Good $3,000. Last week, “Calamity 
Jane” (U) and “Streets San Fran- 
cisco” (Rep), $2,000 

North Drive-In (Wolfberg) (1.000 
cars; 74)—‘Silver Lining’? (WRB). 
also Broadway. South Drive-In 
Fine $8,000. Last week, subsequent 
run. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 35-74)— 


“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G). Big 
$19,000. Holdover. Last week. “‘Ed- 
ward, My Son” and “Valiant 
Hombre” (UA), $11.000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 35-74)— 


“Red Menace” (Rep) and “Hellfire” 
(Rep). Thin $6,000. Last week “Big 
Cat” (EL) and “Shamrock Hill” 
(EL), $7,000 

South Drive-In (Wolfberg) (1.000 
cars; 75)—‘‘Silver Lining’ (WB). 
Also Broadway, North Drive-in. 
Fine $8,500. Last week. second-run. 

Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)— 
“Home of Brave’ (UA) and “C- 
Man” (FC). also Denver, Esquire. 
Good $2,500. Last week, ‘‘Calamity 
Jane” (U) and “Streets San Fran- 
cisco” (Rep), $2,000. 


‘Gatsby Okay 156, 
Best Bet in Cincy 


, Cincinnati, Aug. 9 

“Great Gatsby” is the only lively 
grosser this round but just okay. 
bills are contribut- 
ing to dip down to dog days level. 
“Lost Boundaries” is in moderate 
tempo and “Manhandled” is fair- 
Disney reissue package of 
“Saludos Amigos” shapes 


new 


ish. 

“Dumbo” 

okay. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
(Par) and “One 
Last Fling’ (WB). Satisfactory 
$15.000. Last week, “Follow Me 
Quietly” (RKO) plus Dick Contino 
unit onstage, terrific $30,000 at 55- 
94c scale. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 55-75)— 
“Good Old Summertime” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Merry $10.000 on heels of 
hotsy $15,000 preem. 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
|'“Dumbo” (RKO) and “Saludos 
Amigos” (RKO) (reissues) plus 


“ Sea Island” (RKO). Disney pack- 
age encoring to all right $8,500. 
Last week. “Sand” (20th}, $7,500. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1.542; 55-75) 
—“‘Manhandled” (Par). Fairish $7,- 
000. Last week, “Massacre River” 
(Mono), pleasing $10,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) and “Own 
True Love” (Par!. Moderate $10,- 
000. Last week. “You’re My Every- 
thing” (20th) and “Homicide” (WB), 
hefty $15,500. 


Rope of Sand’ Ties Up Wilting B’way, 
Aided by Damone-Beneke Stager, 1036; 


Return of hot, sultry weather 
starting Sunday (7), after business 
was hypoed by rain and lower tem- 
peratures, will give Broadway first- 
runs very spotty results this stanza 
Continuing publicity on polio in 
New York seemingly is having no 
adverse effect on the boxoffice \ 
couple of managers said the fewe1 
people at some beaches and the 
closing of one Long Island beach 
appeared to help their trade 

Several rainy davs, after a brief 
midweek warm spell, brought cool- 
er weather and stimulated theatre 
business. This upbeat was counter- 
balanced by the soaring mercury 


Sunday - Monday and_ yesterday 
(Tues.). 

Both the Musie Hall and Para- 
mount have sock business-getters 


Par flagship, with “Rope of Sand,” 
coupled with Tex Beneke band and 
Vie Damone at head of stageshow, 
is soaring to terrific $103,000, one 
of the best non-holiday weeks the 
house has had in nearly two years 
“In Good Old Summertime,” with 
new stageshow, is roaring ahead to 
a smash $154,000, one of bigger 
non-holiday weeks for the Hall 
Tv: Music Hall continues to lure 
out-of-towners, and there are many 
vacationers currently in N. Y 
Backed by novel teaser ad cam- 
paign. “The Window” got off big at 
the Victoria and looks to hit socko 
$30.000 in initial week. New vaude 
at Palace. with just plain “Sand.” 
as distinct from ‘‘Rope of Sand,” is 


giving this spot a bright $23,500 
currently. 
Top second weeks are. being 


turned in by “Mightv Joe Young” 
and ‘Come to Stable.’ Latter 
looks great $31.000 in second 
Rivoli week. and is set for a run. 
“Joe Younes” is. surprising the 
Street by holding up in_ initial 
holdover session at rousing $30,000 
at Criterion. 

“Tost Boundaries” is running 
contrary to usual downtrend by 
pushing up ahead of previous week 
for sock $23,000. or near it, in sixth 
Astor stanza. Unusual, extensive 
newspaper ads apparently are cre- 
ating added interest to film. 

Most holdovers and extended- 
runs are sagging this round. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (6th wk) 
Big ad campaign paying off, with 
biz soaring ahead of last few weeks’ 
totals, winding up at smash $23,- 
000 or near. Rain, cooler weather 
for a time also helped. Last week, 


$16,000, with break in heat boost- 
ing. Stays on indef. 
Bijou (City Inv.) (589: $1.20- 


$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (42d wk). 
This one goes on and on, going to 


$10,000 or better this round after 
steady $9,000 last frame. Con- 
tinues. 


Capitol (Loew’s) (4.820; 80-$1.50) 
“Seene of Crime” (M-G) with 
Noro Morales orch, Mary Small, 
Hank Ladd, others, onstage (2d- 
final wk). Down to light $42,000 
this frame after mild $61,000 open- 
er, below expectancy. “Anna Lu- 
casta” (Col), with Tommy Tucker 
orch, Golden Gate Quartet, Nancy 
Donovan, Paul Winchell heading 
stage bill, opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Holding very well at $30,000 
in initial holdover stanza after ter- 
rific $39,000 opener. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘‘Not Wanted” (FC) (3d-final wk). 
Doing barely okay $12,000 after 
good $15,000 second. 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 44-99)— 
“Dumbo” (RKO) and “Saludos 
Amigos” (RKO) (reissues) (3d-final 





“Girl From Jones Beach” 


Summertime’ Wow 1546, ‘Window’ 306 


given polio apparently not hurting; 
second week nice $9,500 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 
“Big Steal” (RKO) (5tl 
Still profitable at $10,000 
$12,000 fourth round 
For Tears” (UA) opens 
13 
Palace 
“Sand” 


50-$1.20) 
final wk). 
atter nice 
“Too Late 
Saturday 


55-$1.20)— 
up a 


RKQ) (1,700; 
and vaude. Perkin: 


bit, with fine $23,500 likely this 
round Last week “ae. ‘at 
EL), with vaude, $22,000, a bit 
over hopes 

Paramount (Par) (3.664; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Rope of Sand” (Par) with Tex 
Beneke orch, Vic Damone, others 
onstage (2d wk) First session 
ended last night (Tues roared 
ahead to giant $103,000, one of 
best opening weeks in months. In 
ahead, “Great Gatsby” (Par) with 
Jimmy Dorsey orch, Pegsy Lee 


topping stage bill (3d wk), $57,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20- 
$2.40 ‘Hamlet’ (U) (46th wk). 
Doing a bit better at $8,000 in 45th 


week ended last Monday (8) night 
after $7.600 for previous round, 
Continues 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) 5.945: §80-$2.40 “Good 


Old Summertime” (M-G) with new 
stageshow First week looks to hit 
smash $154,000, and naturally is 
holding Last week, “Silver Lin- 
ing” (WB) and Independence Day 
Pagenat onstage (6th wk), very 
good $114,000. 

Rialto (Mage) (594: 44-98)— 
“White Savage” (FC) and “Cobra 
Woman” (FC) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Holding up fine at $8,000 but likely 
won't hold another frame. First 
week was nice $10,000. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 
$1.25))—‘*‘Come to Stable” (20th) 
(2d wk) Staying up in the big 
brackets at great $31,000 or better. 
First week hit smash $42,000, a bit 


60- 


below hopes but teriffic for this 
time of year and heat Makes it 
one of greatest opening weeks 
here in many months 

Roxy (20th) (5,886: 80-$1.50)— 
“You’re My Everythin (20th) 
with Bob Crosby, iceshow, others 


onstage (3d-final wk) Holding in 
okay fashion at $60,000 after $68,- 
000 for second stanza. “Sjattery’s 
Hurrican 20th) plus Sid Caesar, 
Evelyn Knight, Pitchmen, new 
iceshow open Friday (12) 

State (Loew’s) (3,450: 50-$1.50) 
—‘‘Great Sinner” (M-G) (7th-final 
wk). Sixth week ended last night 
(Tues.), drifted a bit more to $10.- 
000, not far from fitth session's 
$12,000. Holds until Aug. 17, when 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) comes 
in. 


Strand (WB) (2,756; 50-$1.25)— 
(WB) (2d- 
final wk). Down to $13,000 or less, 
very slow, after light $18.000 open- 


ing week, below hopes. Current 


' takings tip_yen to bring back stage- 


wk). Down to $7,000 with publicity 


Indpls, Finally Perks: Number’ Dandy 
$14,000, ‘Lining’ Fine 136, ‘Steal’ 96 


Indianapolis, Aug. 9. 
Break finally came this week in 
firstruns 


the doldrums gripping 
here all summer. Biz is still un- 
even. but “Any Number Can Play 
is solid and leading the town at 
Loew s Look for Silver Lining 
at Indiana is right behind. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2 800: 44- 
65'—"Big Steal” (RKO) and “Bos- 
ton Blackie’s Chinese Venture 
Col) Tepid $9,000 Last week, 
“Window” (RKO): and Adventure 
RKO). oke $10,000 


Baltimore J. 
Indiana ‘C-D) 44-63)— 


(3,300; 


‘ 


Silver Lining’ (WB) and “One 
Last Fling” (WB). Nice $13,000. 
Last week, “Lady Gambles” (U) 
and ‘‘Rusty Saves Life” (Col), very 
slow $8,000. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,427; 44-65'— 
“Any Number Play’ (M-G) and 
“Secret St. Ives’ (Col). Dandy 
$14,000 Last week, “We Were 
Strangers” (Col) and “Crime Doc- 
tor’s Diary” (Col), light $7,500. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65'\—'‘Red 
Menace” (Rep) and “Flaming 
Fury” (Rep). Dull $3,000. _ Last 


week, “Set-up” (RKO) and a) 


Steps Out” (RKO). $5.000. 


vaudfilm 
(WB) 


film policy or launch 
here. “It’s Great Feeling” 
opens Friday (12), 

Sutton (R&B) (561: 70-$1.20)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (20th wk). Slipped 
a bit this past week ending Monday 
(8) to $7.400 after strong $8,600 for 
18th week. Continues 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50)—"The Window RKO), 
Soaring to socko $30,000 or there- 
abouts, great reviews and word-of- 
mouth tollowing teaser ad cam- 
paign putting it over. In ahead, 
“Home of Brave” (UA) (12th wk), 
finished highly successful run at 
$7,000 


‘HELLFIRE’ PACES NEW 
TORONTO PIX, $13,000 


Toronfo. Aug. 9 
“Neptune’s Daughter” is _ still 
leading the town on holdover biz 
with “Home of Brave another 
holdover, crowding it Hellfire’ is 


top newcomer, lusty in four houses, 
Estimates for This Week 


Downtown, Glendale. Scarboro, 
State (20th 1,059, 955. 698. 694: 
36-60)—"Hellfire” (Rep) and “Hold 
That Baby” (Mono). Lusty $13.900. 
Last week, “Red Menace Rep) 
and “Leave To Henry \Iono), 
fine $9,000 

Imperial FP) (3.373: 40-70)— 
“House of Strangers” (20th Mild 
$9.000. Last week, “Lust tor Gold” 
(Col). ditto 

Loew's (Loe\ 2.096; 40-70)— 
“Neptune’s Daughte M-G) (2d 
wk). Still smash $15,000 aiter last 
week's $16,500 

Odeon ‘Rank! (2.390; 35-$1.20)— 
“Home of Brave’ (UA) (3d wk) 

(Continued on nage 74) 
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7 BURT 


- LANCASTER 


...as the adventurer ... whose flaming past 
led to vengeance... treasure and intrigue... 





PO PORT 


PAUL 


...as the Commandant... with a taste for 
beauty ... and a talent for brutality . . . 








Off to a sizzling start 


at World Premiere En- 
gagement, as New York 
Paramount winds up 
one of the biggest first 
weeks in recent years! 





...as the informer...a fountain of ex. 
traordinary information . .. corrupt .”.. 
eager to be of service... for a price. 


: 
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On Every Screen 
In The Land, During 
Paramount Week 


BS RE IS 


— 
and introducing : 


CORINNE CALVET - 


... about whom LIFE MAGAZINE says: 
“Corinne Calvet will occupy the throne 
of the love goddess of Hollywood!’’ 


SEPT. 4-10 
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Soe 


wit SAM JAFFE - Directed by WILLIAM DIETERLE 


Story and Screenplay by Walter Doniger 
Additiona! Dialogue by John Paxton 


= 





wed dur 
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A MIGHTY STORY OF SAVAGE GREED AND SULTRY LOVE | 
Set in the Dreaded Desert that Guards the Dark 
Continent’s Forbidden Diamond Fields ...The 


aN 





SNe 
a > 


Produced by 


HALWALLS J SO: 


who gave you the © 
un rgettable ‘ “Casablanca.” 
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pb "*Y Theatre _ ain 

| yy sale Should Play The One-Reel Short certat 

: Weary Much Do You Owe?” Made By the ' “Top sia 
hry For the Disabled American Veterans \ 
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Paris Firstruns Way Ahead of 48 


In First Part of Year But Industry 
Woes Mount: Producers Hardest Hit 


ug: 2. * 
film 
first 


é a©rls, 


the way 


Judging fro 


grosses have soared in the 


four months this vear, the French 
pix industry should be in a happy 
frame of mind. Total grosses for 
Paris rose to $6,350.000 in the 
i 7 { y j QAc 
initial four-month period 1949 
which is better than $2,000,000 
ahead of comparable period of last 
vear and neariy $3,000,000 over 
same period in 1947. Part of this 


increase stems from hiked admis- 
gion scales, which are government- 
controlled. 


Although other segments of the 
film business obviously have a 
tough road ahead, the exhibitors 
should be pleased with the soaring 
biz. Even if the exhib has nothing 
to complain about the take (much 
of it comes from American product 
despite the quota rules against it), 
the theatre operator has plenty to 
beef about. There is such a scar- 
city of firstrun French product he 
is constantly asking for exemption 
or getting around the rules govern- 
ing showing of foreign fare. 

Then, too, exhibs are kept in a 
constant turmoil by the administra- 
tion about programs, scales and 
taxes. Out of the super-tax, which 
sets up a Cinema Aid fund they 


had hoped to reclaim and improve | 


administration now 
wants to create a fund to set up 
a government-operated export 
agency. Many feel that this would 


theatres, the 


turn out a pork barrel for the 
politicos since costing $300,000 
annually when $20,000 is consid- 


ered ample. 

The unhappiest in the industry, 
however, are the French producers. 
One of the loudest squawks is that 
while laws were passed to restrict 
the business to a selected few, the 
number of registered producers 
has increased from 100 in 1944 to 
200 last year. 

Studios’ Dilemma 


The studics also are finding it 
tough going. The Epinay Eclair 


plant has been ordered closed and 
must move elsewhere. The state 
wants to widen a road that will 
.use studio ground. Shuttering will 
mean that 600 will be out of jobs. 
Studio is the only one in France 
equipped for color processes. 
While the Voctorine Studios in 
Nice are dark and studio business 
in general is bad. official support 
is given to a $200,000 producing 
setup, considered by many as a 
real estate promotion intended to 
Sway producers into using this 
Riviera tract for location work. 
There are numerous complaints 
about the way the administration 
is functioning on film matters. 


Michael Fourre-Cormeray appartly | 


is doing the best he can in a job 
made difficult because being some- 
thing of a politico football.. Since 
seemingly the government can’t 
change him and still be happy, 
matters have been complicated by 
naming M. Moury as his executive 
assistant. Result is that the two 
are working at cross purposes. 


Virtually a government branch, | 


the Union Generale Cinemato- 
graphique, made up of seized 
enemy properties, is attempting to 
keep its head above water by rais- 
ing another $1,000,000 out of gov- 
ernment appropriations even after 
its experience with “Alice in 
Wonderland.” This was financed 
by UGC despite apparent public 
Opinion against it. 


Delfont’s ‘Roundabout’ 
Flops, ‘Folies’ Being 
Rushed In to Replace 


London, Aug. 9. 

Bernard Delfont’s ‘Folies Ber- 
gere” Revue, originally scheduled 
for the Palladium Sept. 19, will go 
into the Saville instead. Change 
is due to the flop of “Roundabout,” 
Delfont’s new musical comedy, 
which opened to a mixed reception 
at the Saville, Aug. 4. Show lacked 
snappy song numbers and bright 
comedy. 

Bobby Howes and Pat Kirkwood 
were the stars, but the highspot of 
the show was the magnificent ec- 
centrie dancing of American red- 
head. Marilyn Hightower, who re- 

ved a big o¥aiion. 
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Fay Compton, Rattigan, 


Portman Legit Winners 
London, Aug. 2. 

Presentation of Ellen Terry 
Awards for the best acting per- 
formances in 1948 and for the best 
play were made at an informal re- 
ception at Savoy hotel today (2) by 
the Duke of Edinburgh. 
were Fay Compton for her per- 
formance in ‘Family Portrait,” 
Eric Portman for his work in 
“Browning Version,’ and Terence 
Rattigan for writing the latter play. 
This is the second time since the 
awards were instituted three years 
ago that Rattigan has won the play- 
wrights prize, the other being for 
“The Winslow Boy.” 

Winners are picked by panel of 
six which includes Eric Bloom, 
chairman Gallery First Nighters 
committee, Beverly Baxter and Sir 
Louis Sterling. 





British See Sponsored 
Television as Answer 
To Program Problems 


London, Aug. 2. 

Developments to cover the en- 
tire country with TV transmitting 
stations are taking place in Eng- 
land. The second British station at 
Sutton Colfield, to cover Birming- 
ham and the Midlands, is due to 
open in the early fall, a site has 
been selected outside Manchester 
to cover the northern sector and 
preliminary tests are taking place 
to pick the best possibie situations 
to feed Scotland. 

Manufacturers of TV sets and 
equipment are, nonetheless, critical 
of the government for the casual 
way in which the developments are 
taking place and insist that if the 
service had expanded rapidly the 
British system would have been ac- 
cepted in the greater part of 
Europe. 


Winners | 


| 
| 


| sential that 
|exchange permits, not forthcoming | 


‘London Exhibs’ Quota Flop 


London, Aug. 2. 


Spot check by the Board of 


| Trade carried out in 152 picture | 
| theatres covering two London nabe 


districts and a number of coastal 
and provincial centres revealed 


| 
| 


| 
| 
i 


that exhibitors generally are fall- | 


ing down on their quota commit- 
ments in the first six months of this 
Act. 

Analysis shows that so far the 


houses checked have met their 45% | 


quota by an average of 35.7% for 
British first features. 


MPAA Seeks End 
To Ban on Yank 
Pix in Argent. 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 2. 
After a quick trip to many other 
South American countries included 


in his territory, Joaquin Rickard, 





} 


| 


of the MPAA office, is back here | 


trving to obtain an okay from Ar- 
gentine economic officials so that 
U. S. film distributors can continue 
operations in Argentina. It is es- 
Yank distribs obtain 


|for-months because of the short- 


age of dollar exchange, if they are 


| to get new pictures in for distribu- 


tion. 

Decision is expected within the 
next 10 days after several months 
of confabs. Understood that some 
progress has been made in obtain- 
ing the goodwill of economic 
bosses in this country, and Claudie 
Martinez Paiva, Entertainment 
Board director, has displayed a 
more amicable attitude. The im- 
passe, however, continues. 


Ameri- | 


can firms have been told that there | 
|running are German-made.) 


will be no imports from the U. S. 
of any materials included in the 
Anglo-Argentine Trade Treaty— 
and this takes in films. 

Local exhibitors are inclined to 
pooh-pooh any suggestion that dis- 
tributor negotiations will fall 
through. They think 

(Continued on page 61) 


British Disney Goeds 





Speaking at the annual meeting | Setup Now Hitting Take 


of Pye, Ltd., large set 
turer, chairman C. O. Stanley ap- 
pealed for the introduction of 


sponsored TV as the solution to} 


problem. “It is 


he said, 


the program 
understandable,” 


manufac- | 


Of $2,000,000 Yearly 


London, Aug. 2. 
In the 16 years since the organi- 


“that zation was first launched in Lon- 


a large number of people may not don, the Walt Disney setup for 
like American sponsored programs, | Merchandising, has developed to 


but there is no reason to suppose 
that all sponsored programs have 
to be to the American pattern, any 
more than it is reasonable to give 
up wearing neckties because one 
| dislikes the American variety.” 

| He claimed the type of program 
the public would demand couldn’t 
be financed from revenue drawn 
from state-owned radio. 


BRIT. PRODUCERS SCRAP 





OLD STUDIO UNION PACTS 


London, Aug. 9. 
All existing agreements between 


the British Film Producers Assn. | 
and the three studio unions are to 


be scrapped forthwith. In their 


place a single comprehensive pact , 


embracing every 
to be negotiated. 
meeting last Wednesday (3) took 
this action. inviting the unions to 
consider a new comprehensive 
pact. 

View among studio workers is 
that the voluntary cuts imposed on 
studio execs are going to be fol- 
lowed through in the new agree- 


studio grade is 


ment. with an attempt made to 
reduce the’ existing minimum 
scales, 





BFPA executive | 


| 


See No Mex Film Walkout. 


Mexico City, Aug. 9. 

Fears are disappearing over pos- 
sible strike against the eight ma- 
jor U. S. pie companies operating 
in Mexico. This stems from excel- 
lent progress on talks for renewal 
until 1951 of the two-year work 
pact that expires this month be- 
tween the Americans and reps of 
the National Cinematographic In- 
dustry Workers Union. 

Expected that the case will be 
amicably settled before the end of 
this month. Also that workers will 
gel a pay hike. maybe another 20° 


ned in 1947 


its present peak level where its 
annual turnover exceeds $2,000,- 
000. Bulk of the earnings is con- 


vertible into dollars and is trans- | 
ferred to its opposite number in| 


ithe U. S. . 


| 


| Biggest individual items are jig- 
saw puzzles, which for the current 
year are being produced at the 
'rate of 3,000,000 and books, the 
sales of which are expected to top 
1,000,000. Altogether, there is a 
wide range of merchandise, ex- 
tending 
table lamps and including com- 
plete series of greeting 
| toys and various novelties. A spe- 
cial feature of the activities is the 
publication of a fortnightly comic 
strip magazine which has a circu- 
lation of 500,000 and which will be 
transformed into a weekly by the 
end of the year. 


from knitting wools to/| 


Argentine | 


| 





cards, | 





Although it is fmpossible to cal- | 


culate the effect of this method of 


ney films, there is little doubt that | 


it has played an important part in 
maintaining the high popularity 
level, particularly among young- 
sters. 


Dieterle Winds Italo Pic 


Rome, Aug. 2. 
All location shots were finished 
on “Vulcano” the last of July, 
the company returning to Rome 





} 


for cutting and editing at Scalera| 


Studios. 
nani,_Rosanno Brazzi and Gerald- 
ine Brooks. Director William Die- 
terle heads the production unit. 
All others in “Vuleano” are ama- 


Cast includes Anna Mag- | 


teurs picked up for small pay in| 


Southern Italy. 

Reported here that Lana Turner 
may make a film on this same 
bleak voleanic island soon. 





Other Foreign News on 
Page 20 
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Big German 
Frankfurt, July 30 

Though musicals mostly are 

greeted warmly in Germany, 

Marian F. Jordan, MPEA rep 


here, cited that Warner’s | 
“Rhapsody in Blue” went over 
big in Frankfurt but flopped 
in Bavaria Attributing this 
to Bavaria still partly feeling | 
its Nazism, Jordan pointed 
out that, while carried out | 
delicately, there was consider- 


able resistance against “Rhap- | 
sody” because of Gershwin’s | 
Jewish background. 
Also significant of current | 
public opinion in Germany is 
that the success achieved here 
by “Song of Bernadette” has | 
had an adverse effect on other | 
Jennifer Jones starrers. Jordan | 
explained, “they regard her as | 
a saint there, not as an ac- 
tress.” 








Flood of Foreign Pix 
Blamed for Troubles Of 


German Film Producers 


Frankfurt, July 30. 

German film production is in the 
red with producers blaming the 
situation on the “invasion” of for- 
eign film. About 35 new German 
films have been put before the 
cameras since the war ended. Pro- 
ducers claim that foreign product 
by a ratio of nine-to-one is provid- 
ing the major portion of the 150 to 
200 pix annually consumed in 
Germany. (Marian F. Jordan, 
MPEA rep claims 60% of films now 





Only out seen in German film 
circles is a boost in local produc- 
tion which is hampered by money 
troubles. The producer suffering 
from lack of capital and the severe 
credit restrictions. Export of 
local film product has decreased to 
practically nothing from a pre- 
war level of $9,000,000 yearly. The 
import of pix, which before the 
war ran about $1,500,000 annually, | 
is now in the millions. 

Last year’s production output fell | 
10 pictures below the mark set. | 
Producers credit this to financing | 
difficulty. They claim banks in| 
addition to the regular interest are 
also asking for a percentage of the 
gross. Star salaries and studio. 
rentals are also exceptionally high. | 

German producers currently are | 
attempting to get a credit of | 
$9,000,000 from the European Re-, 
covery Plan. Producers claim the 
funds would be enough for pro-| 
duction of at least 20 pix. 


UPPED AUSSIE EXHIB 
COSTS STIR DISTRIBS 


Sydney, Aug. 2. 
Looks like a real storm is loom- | 
ing between some U. S. distribs 


and exhibs here over upped over- 
head costs caused by current coal 
Strike. One distrib is reported 
nixing any attempt by a local cir- 
cuit to add on theatre operational 
costs the oil used to operate) 
emergency power plants in keep-| 
ing theatres open. | 

Exhibs say operational costs | 
have zoomed because of the strike 





exploitation on the success of Dis- | ae eS Satie ume oP "| 


pared to meet them half way on 
such costs. ; ‘ 





‘Uniform’ Due for Spanish 
Pix Version in Mexico 
Mexico City, Aug. 2. 

Rodolfo Loewenthal, European | 
pic producer, is readying produc- 
tion in Spanish here of “Girls in 
Uniform,” the German film classic 
in which he was a bit player in 
Germany 20 years ago. Dolores | 
del Rio and Isabel Corona are 


| 


penciled for the leads. Alfredo 
Crevenna will direct. 
Loewenthal intends to _ start! 


“Girls” immediately after comple- | 
tion of his “Rencor de la Tierra” 
now in 
production here. Loewenthal ob- 
tained by cable Spanish pic rights 
to “Girls” from George Marton. 
who acquired them from authoress 
Chrispa Winsloe. 

. ‘se se286t# awe 


se ADC eee 


| 
Musical Yen 


|rather than studio sets. 


Germany’s Pix Biz Off 40, in qi Mos: 
U.S. Fare, Except Message 


Films, Cij 

s, Click 
Frankfurt, July 309. 
Picture business in Germany hag 


fallen off about 40% since last 
February according to Marian F. 


\Jordan, Motion Picture Export As. 
}sociation representative here. 
|at boxoffice has been accentuated 


Dip 
in recent months by the excessive 
heat. U. S. films are doing well 
in Germany but the so-called “mes. 
sage” pictures, which are shown 
to teach the advantages of democ. 
racy to the Germans, meet with 
resistance and have little appeal. 
Musicals and action pix are go- 
ing over big while sophisticated 
comedies and films dealing with 
social problems have little drawing 
power. Recent release of Para. 
mount’s “Road to Morocco” is proy- 
ing successful and as a fo lowup 
it’s likely that the MPEA will re- 


|lease Par’s Bob Hope starrer “The 


Paleface.” 
fire b.o. 
RKO’s “Best Years of Lives” and 
20th’s “Song of Bernadette” are 
the two top grossers according to 
the MPEA. “Bernadette” has taken 


Tarzan films are sure. 


in around 6,000,000 marks equiva- 
lent to about $1,800,000. “Best 
Years” has also broken records, 


which Jordan attributes to special 
MPEA exploitation. 

Jordan claims that 60° of the 
films being shown in Germany are 
domestic productions and that the 
market here is not dominated nine- 
to-one by foreign films as reported 
by the German press. The only 
competition new German films are 
having is from revivals of native 
product. 

The majority of importations 
from foreign countries are below 
the Hollywood production standard, 
but some British films like Rank’s 
“Red Shoes,” “Black Narcissus” 
and “Seventh Veil’ do good busi- 
ness. 

Some 42 films were released in 
Germany since last August, with 
plans calling for the MPEA to dis- 
tribute about 30 more before the 
end of 1949. 


New Irish Film Unit 
Starts Rolling; Will 
Show in N.Y. End of Year 


Dublin, Aug. 2. 
Leinster Films, new Irish pix 
setup, starts rolling this week on 
an original story, “Iron Staircase,” 
by Desmond Lesfie, who will direct 





the production. Cameraman is 
|Brenedan J. Stafford, formerly 
with Gaumont-British. Leslie is 


son of Sir Shane Leslie, cousin of 
Winston Churchill. Unit plans to 
work on the European continental 
system making use of locations 
Dubbing 
will be done in London. Agnes 
Bernell has been named for the 
lead, with Joseph O'Connor (for- 
merly with Donald Wolfit’s Shakes- 
pearean Co.) as an ex-Commando 


who knows one job—how to crack 


safes. 

Leslie plans to have pic on the 
screens around Christmas, with 
concurrent openings in New York 
and Dublin. Arrangements for dis- 
tribution in U. S. are reportedly 
complete, but distribs have not 
been announced. It is understood 
that pic will not rate as foreign in 
England and will therefore ! 
bookable by houses there as a Brit- 
ish quota pic. 


Non-Union British Prod. 
Workers Get 10-207, Cut 


London, Aug. 20. 

British Film Producers Assm. 
unanimously adopted a scheme 
for reducing salaries of execs an 
others not covered by union agree 
ments. Official pronouncements 
made this week is that all per 
sons earning $1,044 annually 





_are to get a 10% cut, with the axe 


making a minimum cut of 207% 
for higher salaried execs. 

Those under contract will have 
their cases dealt with individually 
by studio managements. 


The Cost Came High 
Mexico City, Aug. 9. 
Cine Rialto, cinema in Merida, 





capital of Yucatan state, was de- 
stroyed by fire during a night show 
when skyrockets, featuring a civie 
celebration, hit it. No one was 
hurt. 

Water shortage hampered the 
firemen. 
a=8@ae* .2* — _— 
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British Govt. Pix Loan Unit Nearly | 


Out of Cash; Use 


London, Aug. . + 


Reliable sources claim the Na- 
tional Film Finance Corp., which 
came into existence a year ago to 


help independent British produc- 
tion with $20,000,000 of govern- 
ment money, is now running out of 
cash. If it is to carry on with its 
function of providing money for 
British pix, Harold Wilson will 
have to ask Parliament to author- 


additional capital. 
Almost half of the 
toial resources have been ploughea 
into Alexander Korda’s_ British 
Lion Film Corp. It is frankly ad- 
mitted that the State Bank was set 
up in a hurry to help the company 
out of its difficulties. 

Although originally 
finance only programs through dis- 
tributors, Parliamentary pressure 
led to a change in tactics, and in- 
dividual loans have been made to 
indies. Apart from advances to 
British Lion, the loans all have 
been of a modest character. But it 
was recently computed that a large 


ize . 
corporation s 


proportion of British production, 
other than what is made by the 
Rank outfit, is being aided by the 


government's film bank. 

When details of the latest loans 
are announced in the next two 
weeks the fund will have almost 
dried up and will cease to be a 
force for production until either 
some of the advances are repaid or 
more money is put into the pool. 


Arg. Pix Deals With Italy, 


France Cuing Similar 


Plans for U.S. Distribs 


Buenos Aires, July 26. 

Bad flying weather has held up 
the return to Buenos Aires of Joa- 
guin Rickard, Latin representative 
of the Eric Johnston office. who 
had to interrupt his 
with Argentine economic 
on future imports of U. S 
settle 
the other Latin-American 
tries he covers. 

Meanwhile, U. S. Embassy 
ceptions attended by both 
dent and Mrs. Peron are 
representatives of U. S. 
tions in Argentina to 


pix, 


hope 


between the U. S. 
in the more or less near 
which could herald a 
more liberal government policy i 
the matter of film impo;rts. 
However, all the straws 
situation than existed 
-World War II, 
pix industry increasing its 
mands for favored treatment. 
Atilio Mentasti, of 
Sono Film, is now back 
European junket 


Jose J. Guthmann, of 
cana. 
led to 


an agreement with 


of 
num. 
found Atilio Mentasti 
a similar deal in France, 
has now been concluded. 
is to take 10 
and make dubbed versions. French 
film interests also agreed to 
ply 2,000,000 metres of raw stock 
to the Argentine pix industry, to 
overcome the current shortage (re- 
sulting from the dollar famine), 
which has kept many Argentine 
studios folded for many weeks 
past. 

There is no doubt but that the 
Argentine negotiators are angling 
for some similar type of deal with 
the U. S. Motion Picture Assn. 


10 Argentine pictures per 





Stan Holloway to Tour 
Canada After Anzac P.A. 


Melbourne, Aug. 9. 

After his run at the Tivoli for 
Dave Martin, Stanley Holloway, 
British comedian, will do a vaude 
tour of Canada on way home to 
London and film work. 

Holloway was noi surefire 
here as had bcen expected. 


20TH’S 2 MEXICO CHAINS 


Mexico City, Aug. 9. 


as 





20th-Fox has signed up product 
deals with two big circuits here, 
Luis Castro, headed by the firstrun 
Palacio Chino. and the secondrun 
chain of Oscar and Samuel Granat. 


intended to| 


negotiations 
officials 
to 
urgent problems in some of 
coun- 


re- 
Presi- 
leading 
corpora- 
for 
some switch in exchange relations 
and Argentina 
future, 
return i a 


nt 
pointing towards a much tougher | 
before 
with the Argentine 
de- 


Argentina 
from the 
he had _ started 
some months ago in company with 
Interameri- 
The first stage of that trip 
Italian 
producers, forcing them to accept 
distribution and exhibition in Italy 
an- 
The second stage of the trip 
negotiating 
which 
France 
Argentine pictures, 


sup- 


$70,000,000 in Year 


Madras Bans ‘Stiff,’ ‘Siren’ 


Madras, July 30. 

United Artistss “Lucky Stiff’ 
has been _ banned _ throughout 
Madras Province as unfit for ex- 
hibition. “Siren of Atlantis’ also 
is on the ban list. Reasons are 
crime and immorality respectively. 

Both the films however played 
at the local Casino a month, doing 
average business. 








1] Madrid Legits — 
Sloughed by Heat 


Madrid, July 30. 

The 11 legit theatres now open 
here are doing little business be- 
cause of the intensely hot weather. 
Heat has been so bad that all have 
abandoned matinees, doing  per- 
formances at 7 o’clock and again 
at 11 p.m. 

Along with the slow boxoffices, 
unemployment has soared in show 
business despite small subsidies 
given by the government for tour- 
ing companies. However, trade in 
the provinces is not good because 
patrons in these areas want to see 
shows only with the original casts. 

Carlos Garriga, star comedian 
who has done well with his com- 
pany, is starting a provincial tour 
this week in Zaragozza. Arturo 
Serrano has built up a company 
around Isabel Garcez and will tour 
northern Spain summer _ resorts 
until this fall. Sturdy biz is being 


recorded at Gibraltar by the 
operetta and Marco’ Redondo. 
Latter is playing to full houses 


with his company in open air thea- 


tres. 

Gala performance at Circus 
Price this week drew. capacity 
houses with impresario Juan 
Carcelle staging a benefit for 
Mons. Rambeau, French wild ani- 
mal trainer, who lost his stock of 
animals in a blaze at Toledo. 

Another show expected to make 
money will be a corrida in which 


~ 


Edith Lauries Entrin, U. S. 
will participate. 


S. Africa Spends 1006 On 
_ Lourenco First-Half ’49 


Johannesburg, July 26. 
South African advertisers spent 
£ 24.800 ($100,070) during the first 
six months of 1949 on buying ad- 
vertising time on Lourenco Mar- 


writer, 





ques (Portuguese East Africa) 
radio. Meanwhile, arrangements 
for introduction of commercial 


radio in South Africa are going 
ahead. 

Sweeping changes that have 
been made by the new Nationalist 
government in the South Africa 
Broadeasting Corp. board of gov- 
ernors is causing concern here. 
The Board consists of seven mem- 
bers and of the five members 
whose term of office has expired 
since the new 


government came 
Into power, only one has been res 
appointed. The others, including 


the chairman, have been replaced 
by government nominees. 

It’s pointed out that even if the 
government is not replacing mem- 
bers of the board for political rea- 
sons (although this is suspected in 
some quarters), the lack of con- 


tinuity of policy which must re- 
sult will be a threat to the effi- 
ciency of the SABC. 





‘Hamlet’ Cuba’s Hottest 


Washington, Aug, 9. 
British production of “Hamlet” 
was the hottest b.o. for Cuban film 
houses in April, reports U, S. Dept. 


of Commerce. Running day and 
date for a full week in seven 
Havana theatres, it racked up 


$19,299. 

During the month, 32 films were 
released in Havana, wand Nerrepveng 
gross aggregating $238.2 Of this, 
23 American pix aan Sues 
or 81.4°, 





‘PARADISE’ SET FOR AUSSIE 


Melbourne, Aug. 2. 
J. B. Priestlev’s “Ever Since 
Paradise.” set for the Princess here 
by Fuller-Carroll. 
British actress Nancy 
the lead. 


Brown has 


Current London Shows 


(Figures shows weeks of run) 
London, Aug. 9. 
“Anna Veronica,” Piccadilly (12). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Co’ls’m (114). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (15). 
“Brigadoon,” Majestic (17). 
“Black Chiffon,’ West (15). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Strand. 
“Daphne,” Wyndham (20). 
“Death of Salesman,” Phnx (2). 
“Edina Black,” Ambas. (4). | 
“French Without Tears,” V. (8). | 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (72). 
“Harvey,” Prince of Wales (32). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (28). 
“Her Excellency,” Hipp (7). 
“Iee Cycles,” Empress (7). 
“Ice Vogues,” Stoll (4). 
“Lady’s Burning,” Globe (14). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (21). 
“Love Albania,” St. James (4). 
“Male Animal,’ New 
“Oklahoma!”, Drury Lane (114). 
“On Monday Next,” Comedy (10). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (36). 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (12). 
“Song of Norway,” 
“Third Visitor,” York’s (9). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (122). 
“Tough at Top,” Adelphi (4). 
“Traveller’s Joy,” Criterion (61). 
‘“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (120). 
“Young & Fair,” St. Martins (7). 
“Young Wives Tale,” Savoy (4). 


Lisbon Legit Hard Hit 
By Hot Weather; Delay 
Teeof of 2 New Shows 


Lisbon, July 30. 

Show biz is so bad in Portugal 
that Piero Bernardon has given up 
control of the Avenida and Apolo 
theatres and is operating only the 
Variedades. A new company, star- 
ring Mirita Casimiro and Teresa 
yomez, Which to 
duced the translation of a new 
Spanish play at the Apolo late this 
month has postponed opening un- 
til August. hoping for cooler 
weather. For the same reason a 
new revue scheduled for the Teatro 
Variedades is being held back. 

A real surprise to show business 
here is the announcement that the 
Teatro Ginasio is up for sale. This 
house, a 600-seater. is said to have 
been profitable on firstrun show- 
ings of good European films, but 
the compulsory legit season of four 
months a year annually takes away 
any profits available and results in 
heavy losses. Hence, the owners 
want to sell. 

The Avenida also is for sale. 
This house needs plenty of altera- 
tions and improvements. It is also 
expected that this old-fashioned 
spot will do little biz this fall when 
it will have real competition from 
the new St. George film theatre 
that Rank is building. 

Actors are asking that theatre 
owners here follow the example of 
the Teatro Serrador operators in 
Rio de Janeiro who are renting the 
house to the Eva Tudor Company 
for a small 
without the usual percentage deal. 
This reputedly is because of the 
crisis in Brazil's legit field. Busi- 
ness there is so bad that Portu- 
guese legit actors Francisco Ri- 
beiro and Joao Villaret, who had a 
contract to produce and play “King 
Lear.” had their contracts can- 
celled. 


BRITAIN’S FILM PROD. 
LAGS BEHIND QUOTA 


Washington, Aug. 9. 
British film studios continue to 
turn out considerably fewer films 
than are needed to keep up with 
Share of plaving time allocated 





a 
(7). 





was 





them in Great Britain theatres ac- | 


cording to statistics reported by 


U. S. Department of Commerce 
film branch. During first six 
months of year, the English stu- 
dios turned out 28 first features 
and 16 “B” pix, thanks in part to 
money from the British National 
Film Finance Corp., which made 


loans to 15 companies, and to that 


spent by Hoilywood companies 
from their iced coin. 

On June 18. report says, there 
were 13 studios active in Britain, 


with 45 stages. Another 14 studios, 
having 38 stages. were dark. While 
production for the first half of 
year fell behind the comparative 
period in 1948. Commerce report 
states the studios would probably 
equal last vear’s total of 63 first 
features by end of 1949. 


| pianist Walter 


| after a 


Palace (5). | 


have pro- | 


‘the Blood Off My 


monthly rental and | 


Swiss Yodelers, Corny Wm. Tell’ 
Outdraw Zurich Longhair Names 





‘Gieseking’s Latin-Am. Tour 


Santiago, July 31. 
the U. S., German 
Gieseking. is cur- 
South America. 
Arriving here from Buenos Aires 
successful engagement, 
Gieseking began the first of three 
| concerts last night (30). 
Vienna Boys’ Choir 


Banned in 


rently touring 


is scheduled 


leg appear here next week. 





US. Pix Releases 
Flood B. Aires 


Buenos Aires. July 26. 
The past week saw an unusually 
large number of U. S. pix releases 


in Buenos Aires—in a_ season 
which has been remarkable for 
the slowness at which Hollywood 


' material is being screened. 

| “Sorry, Wrong Number” finally 
|got its release (19), after Para- 
mount had been announcing it 
since March. The picture has cre- 
ated a sensation, with nervous 
femmes in the audience requiring 
| first-aid treatment, and exceptional 
grosses are predicted. 


“The Secret Life of Walter 
Mitty” at the Broadway is in its 
second week, with long queues 
stretching for several _ blocks. 


| After a bare two weeks of exhibi- 
tion of a national production (“De 
Hombre a Hombre"), the Gran 
Rex teed off with “The Smugglers” 
(EL) July 21, one of the scant 
‘number of British pix seen in 
Buenos Aires this year. Now that 
an Anglo-Argentine agreement has 
been accomplished, British Eagle- 
Lion hopes tor a change for the 
better. 

Paramount has reissued ‘‘Foreign 
Affair” at the Gran Palace. which 
had grossed close on $30,000 (US) 


previously in two weeks at the 
Gran Rex. “Caccia Tragica,” a 
Lux-Mar Italian release at the 


Premier and Ideal, is in its second 
week, and having as sensational an 
effect as “Open City,’ or any of 


| the cther Italian postwar pix which 


so stirred local audiences. 

“One Touch of Venus” 
“State of the Union” 
other American releases of the 
week, at the Metropolitan and 
Opera theatres respectively. “Kiss 
Hands” (20th) 
at the Opera grossed $40.800 (US) 
at the Opera and Roca simultane- 
ously in two weeks from June 16 
to 30. “Abbott and Costello Meet 
Frankenstein” at 
is in its third week, having grossed 
around $32.000. 

For the first time in Argentine 
film history, a Spanish production. 
“Joan the Mad.” has established 
record grosses, in a nine-week run 
at the Broadway first and Gran 
Palace later. The picture drew 
$45.800. The Argentine musical 
“Vidalita” (Emelco), a 1.000.000 
peso production, staved only two 
| weeks at the Broadway, netting 
| only $15,600. 
| Of the many Argentine releases 
of the season, only “Historia del 
900,” which was directed and 
starred in by Hugo del Carril, 
netted $62,200 in a seven-weck 
firstrun, the only local production | 
to go over the $60,000 mark. 


Finish Renown-Lux Pic 


In Italy Ahead of Sked 


Rome, Aug. 2. 
Renown Pictures of London, and 


(U) and 
(M-G) are two 





Lux of Italy, who have been mak- 
ing a film called “Her Favorite 
Husband,” finished the pic five 


days ahead of scheduled 60 days 
set for production. This is unusual 
for a picture made in Italy because 
of the electrical shortage and gen- 
eral nuisance delays. 

John Sutro produced with an 
all-British cast including Robert 
Beatty, Jean Kent. Gordon Harker 
and Margaret Rutherford. Small 
roles and extras were picked up 
from the American and English 
Colony here. Mario Soldati was 
director. This Italian director was 
angry with one of his crew and 
after much screaming and gesticu- 
lation, there was a reconciliation. 
Despite this he finished ahead of 
schedule. 


By VIRGINIA PAVIS 

y Zurich, July 26 

| While Swiss cities like Geneva 
| and Zurich are bursting at 
seams with tourists, 
keepers are crying for more 
tomers. The season is just be 
in the mountains. the 
penny-minded tourist of 1949 can 
have a gay time in any Swiss resort 


the 
resort inn- 
cus- 
gin- 


ning and 


for very little. By U. andards 
Switzerland is Fl a day 
for room and three meals if you 
have them in the same place. Meals 


outside run from a dollar to $2 in 
the best spots. 

This reporter spent a week in 
Zermatt, typical tourist town but 
with atmosphere. The natives’ 
wooden huts push up right along- 
side the hotels, and dining al fresco 
is usually enlivened by a herd of 
mountain goats which goes troop- 


ing down the main street. bells 
tinkling around their necks, every 
evening at 7:30. 

The Zermatterhof, with the best 


dance music in town, was doing 
poorest business, possibly because 
what tourists there were, were out 
for bargains. The local people go 
to less formal spots, like the bar of 
the Mount Cervin or the Walliser- 
hof. The last two are decorated in 
Swiss country style and go in for 
occasional yodelling acts (al) caught 
were female), but most music heard 
is American. The Austrian musi- 
cians, definitely preferred to Swiss 
here, haven’t caught up to current 
song hits, but manage pleasantly 
with old ones. Tourists would take 
a lot more native music than is of- 
fered, judging from inquiries over- 
‘heard at the Tourist Office. Acts 
are booked into above-named spots 


for two or three nights a week, 
and are generally pretty corny. 
Dance teams, magic and comedy 


predominate. : 

Outdoor events and music festi- 
vals are drawing trade in the rest 
of Switzerland. Schiller’s “William 
Tell,” 13th century horse opera, 
and national legend, plays at Inter- 
laken every Saturday and twice on 


Sundays. The spectacle aiso is 
given at Altdorf every weekend 
during August. High point arrives 


when Tell actually shoots apple off 


| son’s head. 


| 


with 
'Schlusnus) and in the 


Music Festivals are now taking 
place at Braunwald (works of Bach, 
lieder recital by Heinrich 
St. Moritz 


area (mostly quartets. with Solo- 


'mon, English, pianist, featured). In- 


ternational Lucerne Festival 


runs 
from Aug. 10-28. Wilhelm Furt- 
wangler will conduct “The Crea- 
tion” of Haydn. Zino Francescatti 


i|and Robert Casadesus will give a 


the Normandie | 
'Nathan Milstein, Marcel 


sonata evening. Other soloists are 
Dupree, 
organist; Edwin Fischer. pianist: 
M. Mainardi, Italian cellist; Franz 
Vroons, tenor. Conductors Bruno 
Walter and Herbert Karajan also 
are participants. Festival reports 
it is expecting big business. Atmos- 
phere of the town, one of the most 
picturesque in the country, should 
delight U. S. music lovers. 


B.A. Studio Woos Magnani 
For Pix; More Dickering 
For Arg.-Venezuela Swaps 


Buenos Aires, July 26. 





| Argentina Sono Film is report- 


edly dickering with Anna Magnani 
to make pix in Buenos Aires in 
1950. The Italian actress would 
be teamed with Arturo de Cordova, 
and would have to learn Spanish 
before coming out to fulfill the 
contract, which is being negotiated 


by a Spanish agent with Atilo 
Mentasti, guiding mentor of Sone. 
Argentina’s crack jockey. !renee 


Leguisamo, has been offered $8,000 
(U. S.) to appear in a motion pic 
ture about horse racing. Inde- 
pendent Studio Sica made the bid. 

Bolivar Films, of Venezucla. 'S 
dickering with another three Aft 
gentine stars, who will be signed 
to make pix in Caracas as soon 4s 


the first combined Argentine 
Venezuelan production is cel 
pleted. The three are Mecha Or- 
tiz, Roberto Escalada and Fniique 
Serrano, who would travel lt 
Venezuela once the present teem 
working- there — Juan Carlos 
Thorry, Susana Freyre and direc 

re 


tor Carlos Hugo Christensen 
turn, 
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2 | = AND HOW THESE BIG ONES KEEP GOING! 


aid YOU'RE MY EVERYTHING - HOUSE OF STRANGERS - IT HAPPENS 
EVERY SPRING - THE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE - FORBIDDEN STREET 
MR. BELVEDERE GOES TO COLLEGE - MOTHER IS A FRESHMAN 
A LETTER TO THREE WIVES - CANADIAN PACIFIC - THE FAN 
THE SNAKE PIT + YELLOW SKY - CHICKEN EVERY SUNDAY 
THAT WONDERFUL URGE - DOWN TO THE SEA IN SHIPS 
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‘ss “We return to our homes with a new spirit, a renewed faith in the motion picture business and the firm conviction that 


a are 


= | CENTURY-FOX 
“a | —From a resolution unanimously adopted by the 52 Theatre Ad Execs at the 
m= concluston of the Industry Merchandising Conference, July 28-29, N. Y.C. 


- 





am EVERY THEATRE SHOULD PLAY THE ONE-REEL SHORT “HOW MUCH DO YOU OWE?” MADE BY THE INDUSTRY FOR THE DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
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Short Season, Bad Weather Place | bistribs Resist 
Hamper On Drive-Ins in Mpls. Area ; 


Minneapolis, Aug. 9. + 


Drive-in theatre business in this 
territory continues on the skids in 
the smaller communities with con- 
sequent curtailment of operations 
and abandonment of plans for fur- 
ther construction of the ozoners. 

Unfavorable weather on several 
weekends. when the drive-ins do 
the bulk of their business, has been 
zn unfavorable factor in both the 
smaller and larger situations. The 
comparative shortness of the drive- 
in season in the territory is a fur- 
ther handicap on ozoner operation. 

In Albert Lea, Minn., population 
15.500. the Friedman Bros., owners 
of the town’s only two conventional 
theatres. have cut down their shows 
to one a night at their recently 
opened drive-in. They say that 
during the first two wecks of the 
ozoner’s operation there were onl) 
four to seven cars a night for the 
second shows, although the ad- 
mission is 50e for adults and 12¢ 
for children and fairly late releases 
are being shown. 

The Friedmans say they're re- 
ducing the drive-in’s capacity from 
420 to 300 cars and returning 120 
in-car speakers to the distributors 
for credit. They point out certain 
ozoner operating costs just can't be 
reduced with diminishing returns, 
such as bulldozer use after closing. 
They also assert that since the 
drive-in’s opening, business has 
been off 40% at their conventional 
“B” house. 

With the unfavorable drive-in 
developments, the Jules Edlestein 
group have called off plans “for 
the present” to build drive-ins at 
Hibbing and Virginia, Minn. Also, 
previously announced plans to 
build drive-ins are being deferred 
by Eddie Ruben at Grand Forks, 
N. D.. and Aberdeen, S. D.; Ted 
Karatz’s group at Virginia and Hib- 
bing, Minn.; Home Theatres cir- 
cuit at International Falls and 
Park Rapids, Minn.; Will Glaser at 
Fairbault, Minn.; Ed Baehr at 
Bemidji, Minn.; Rubenstein & Mann 
a second drive-in at Duluth; Clar- 
ence Kaake group at Duluth; Roy 
McMinn group at Superior, Wis.; 
W. R. Frank group at Wilmar. 
Minn ., and Elson & Nathanson at 
Detroit, Minn. 

In the more populated centers. 
however, the drive-ins, for the most 
part, are thriving, according to re- 
ports reaching Film Row here. 
Operations of the four Twin City 
drive-ins, owned by a group of 
Jeading Minneapolis and St. Paul in- 
dependents, continues highly prof- 
itable, although under last season's 
level for the only two in existence 
then. A fifth Twin City suburban 
ozoner, the Hilltop, owned outside 
the group, has just been opened 
and still another is in the construc- 
tion stage. A 420-car ‘drive-in is 
also being built by V. Gould and 
A. Kuhlman at Williston, N. D. 

Fargo, N. D., and Sioux Falls, 
S. D., drive-ins are reported pros- 
pering far beyond initial hopes, 
while a number of other towns are 
bad, revealing the spotty nature 
of business. 

Members of North Central Allied 
are cautioned in a bulletin regard- 
ing small-town drive-in theatre 
operations. “Every report received 
by this office is that drive-in thea- 
tres in or near small towns are in 

serious trouble and are folding up,” 
the bulletin advises. 

“Apparently to be successiul, a 
drive-in must be located near a 
larger town where there is some 
concentration of population, partic- 
ularly’ laboring people. Bankers 
are interested in this development 
and consider drive-ins not in or 
near a larger town to be bad fin- 
ancial risks.” 

Mull Philly Drive-In 
Philade|!phia. 

Philadelphia's first drive - in 
within the city limits loomed as a 

ossibility with city council's zon- 
ing committee debating the proj- 
ect and assorted exhibitor groups 
holding emergency meetings. Plan 
was disclosed when the Zoning 
Board was asked to authorize a 
drive-in in an eight-block area near 
the Municipal Stadium in South 
Philly. 

The applicants, Harry Bolhover 
and Charles Goldfine, local exhibs, 
said the project would cost $225.- 
000 and accommodate 1,000 cars. 


Ozoner for Dallas Suburbs 
Dallas. 
Newest local ozoner, The Hi-Vue 
drive-in opened here in suburban 
Oak Cliff. M. J. Komemann iis 
operator. 





1st So. American Drive-In 
Washington, Aug. 9. 

The drive-in has invaded 
South America. Under the tag 
of ‘“auto-cine,” first drive-in 
has been opened on hillside 
overlooking a suburb of 
Caracas, capital of Venezuela 
Despite bad weather, it drew 
capacity crowds at outset. 

First “auto-cine” parks 250 
cars and includes a terrace be- 
low the parking spaces which 
has tables and chairs for 600 
spectators and diners. Food 
and refreshments. are served 
to autos and the terrace. 











| Finneran Plan 
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— 
to oppose it. They claim 
is completely illegal, that 
they join together in re- 
fusing to give a player a job. They 
point out that they tried that very 
thing in the case of the “Holly- 
wood 10,” the alleged left-wingers 
who cited contempt 
the Un-American Activi- 
ties Committeeera couple years ago, 
and wound up with millions of dol- 
lars of lawsuits against them. The 
suits are still pending. 

It is expected that a rep of the 


MPAA or some other industryite 
may attempt to prevail on Allied 
between now and the Chicago 
huddies to forget the Finneran 
Plan there. It will be pointed out 
to board chairman Abram  F. 
Myers that adoption would be an 
illegal action by the studios and 
that introduction of the subject 
would only be a discordant note 
at Chicago. 

Allied’s insistence on discussion 
on the plan grows out of a policy 
announced by prez William 
Ainsworth back in June. He said 
at that time that ‘while the pro- 
ducer-distributor idea of public re- 
lations was to publicize only those 
things that are right in Hollywood, 
Allied’s approach is to put equal 
effort on cleaning up the things 
that are the basis of public criti- 
cism.” Thus the Finneran Plan. 


Agenda for the Chicago meet- 
ings is being prepared by Francis 
S. Harmon, v.p. of the MPAA and 
head of its exhibitor-community 
relations department. He has been 
consulting continuously with vari- 
ous other industry factions in an 
effort to put on it every subject 
that they want to discuss, but yet 
hold it down to the maximum 
number of points that can reason- 
ably be taken up in two days. 
Likewise, effort is being made to 
hold it to those subjects on which 
there is reasonable assurance of 
getting agreement and _Jeast 
chance of recriminatory argument 
upsetting the good will aura. 
Allied’s Five Reps 

Washington, Aug. 9. 


forced 
that it 
cannot 


were for by 


House 





By mail referendum, the direct- | 


ors of Allied States have author- 
ized William L. Ainsworth, Abram 
F. Myers, Charles Niles, Trueman 
T. Rembusch and Martin G. Smith 
to attend the all-industry public 
relations huddles in Chicago at the 
end of this month. 


Exhibs’ delegation will have to 
report their findings to the October 
session of the board before Allied 
can be committed to any definite 
plan. The indie exhibitor group 
will urge that the Chicago meeting 
be confined to public relations for 
the time being, with trade practices 
being shelved as an _ issue. 

They intend to insist strongly 
that the proposed public relations 
program should include “a_re- 
affirmation of organized respon- 
sibility to the public, and the 
adoption of new machinery and 
strengthening of old machinery for 
the correction of those matters that 
have given rise to criticism.” 

Metropolitan Motion Picture 
Theatres 


Assn., group repping | 
90°° of exhibs in the New York 
area, has named Leo Brecher. 


Oscar A. Doob and D. John Phil- 
lips as a committee to attend the 
industry public relations meet in 
Chicago Aug. 30-31. Brecher is 
prez of MMPTA; Doob, a Loew’s 
official. chairman of the exec com- 
mittee, and Phillips, exec director. 


L. 
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result in $100,000 ultimate loss in 
the area. 


Once the established 


is 


pic 


| 


| 
| 





through a regular first-run, distribs | 


have no objections to giving a 
drive-in the opportunity of bidding 
for second or subsequent playings, 
it is said. But an initial slotting of 
a pic to a drive-in, “cheapens” the 
film and causes a general tumbling 
of terms, it is asserted. 

No legal 
rent feud has yet 
the question is considered wide- 
open although company legalites 
this week expressed confidence that 
their reason for denying drive-ins 
equal competitive status would not 
be tagged discrimination by the 
courts. One action, brought by 
exhib E. Adelman in Houston cur- 
rently poses the question. 

It is argued by sales staffers that 
booking in an ozoner does not give 
a film the best chances of exploita- 


the cur- 
been set. Hence, 


precedent on 


tion which a de luxe downtown 
house can supply. With the loss 
of exploitability, film is not ac- 


cepted by either the public or other 
theatre ops. Legalites view the sit- 
uation as being parallel to that of 
an expensive suburban house which 
seeks to take a film away from an 
established theatre in the center of 
town. 


In smaller areas, however, ex- 
ceptions have already been made to 
the rule. RKO, for instancé, grants 
first-run in Jacksonville, Fla., to an 
ozoner. Case is extreme since the 
open-airer operates all year round; 
is tremendous in size; and there 
are only houses of limited capacity 
in downtown Jacksonville. 

In Chicago where a large num- 
ber of big drive-ins have opened, 
there is some _ relenting. These 
drive-ins get 


any clearance delay. In Detroit, 
one drive-in’ takes second run 
which it has been consistently win- 
ning in the past few months. 


FCC Grants Film Cos. 
Delay on Theatre TV 
Washington, Aug. 9. 
The motion picture industry was 
given a breathing spell yesterday 
{to get in its frequency 
| ments for theatre video. 


eral Communications Commission 


product immediately | 
behind the Loop first-runs without | 


'ABPC Told Drive-Ins 
Would Help Its Gate’ 


London, Aug. 9. 


Introduction of drive-ins as In- 
surance against boxoffice losses in 
the summer advocated at 
Associated British Picture Corp. 
annual meeting last Thursday (4) 
by a London insurance broker, 
Ashley Edwards, who has just re- 
turned from U. S. and Canada. 

Sir Philip Warter, company 
chairman, however, thought that 
gas rationing in Britain would be 
a serious obstacle. He also told 
Edwards that since the annual 
statement had been prepared the 
weather had hurt business but that 
there had been an immediate im- 
provement during the recent break 
over the August holidays. 


was 





Yanks Melt 


page 








Continued from =o —_———— 





ceeded in reducing balances in one 
way or another a total of slightly 
under 9,000,000 pounds ($35,000,- 
000) and left there only 1,800,000 


pounds ($7,200,000) for the 12- 
month period ending last June 14. 
Pressure is on to clean up the 


frozen pounds before next June 30 
because part of any accumulation 
over 2,000,000 pounds held by the 
industry must go to British char- 
ities. 

Seidelman’s operations in Eng- 
land in the past 10 days sets the 
pattern for other companies. He 
pacted with J. Arthur Rank for the 
acquisition of Western Hemisphere 
rights to a group of pix including 
“Hamlet”; for joint production of 
up to four films in Britain with the 
Rank interests; for participation 
jointly with Rank in number of 
productions now being planned. 


While the industry’s percentage 
figures have proved amazingly 
| high to the companies themselves, 
jas well as to the British govern- 
|ment, there are a number of 
| catches involved. First is that the 
145% quota, which was imposed 
shortly before the agreement be- 
came effective, held down Ameri 
'ean earnings substantially, so that 
there was considerably less Coin to 


be remitted from England than 
| anticipated when the deal was 
|made in March, 1948, by Eric 


| Johnston, prez of the Motion Pic- 


require- | 
The Fed- | 


ture Assn. of America, and James 
A. Mulvey, representing the So- 


|ciety of Independent Motion Pic- 


extended to Oct. 3 the time for TV | 


broadcasters to file comments to 
proposed micro-wave 
‘for remote pickups. intercity re- 
lays and other auxiliary services. 

20th-Fox recently asked 
Commission to hold up allocations 
for the TV auxiliary services until 
it has submitted its requirements 
for theatre video. 
to prevent foreclosing a part of the 
micro-wave band from future the- 
atre needs. 

The Commission's order main- 
tains the allocation status quo un- 
til the picture’ industry makes 
known its requirements and gives 
the agency opportunity to 
‘mine its needs before allocating 
frequencies to television broad- 
casters. 


Disney Readying Sales 


y . ve 
Campaign on ‘Cinderella’ 
Major confab on releasing and 

advertising plans for Walt Disney’s 


Its purpose was | 


allocations | 


ing the 80° 
the 


ture Producers, with Harold Wil- 


son, president of the Board of 
Trade. 
Second factor involved in mak- 


figure actually a lot 
less favorable than it appears on 
the surface is that the £9.000,000 
taken out of their balances by the 
Yank firms does not represent the 
equivalent in dollars at the stand- 
ard rate of $4 to the pound—or 
$36,000,000. Much of the sterling 


|'was used up or sold at discount 


deter- | 


|of the equivalent 


rates. Exactly how much was re- 
trieved is almost impossible to tell. 
How It Figures 

Of the £9,000.000 of balances 
removed, the equivalent of $17.- 
000,000 was in cash, as agreed on 
in the March, 1948. pact. In addi- 
tion there was to have been some 
cash from the “B Pool,” made up 
of earnings of 
British pix in the U. S. However. 
this money is involved in a hassle 


_ between the companies and its fu- 


“Cinderella” is being held in New | 


York this week by Disney, RKO 
and advertising agency execs. 


Roy Disney came into New York | 


from the Coast over the weekend 
for the sessions, while William B. 


Levy, general salesmanager, re- 
turned from a two-month sales 
‘trip to Europe. Just back from 


a trip to the Coast to see the pic 
and sitting in on the meetings will 
be Levy's aides, Leo Samuels and 
Irving Ludwig, and pub-ad chief 
Charles Levy. 

Next on the Disney slate is 
“Ichabod and Mr. Toad.” which 
goes into release in October. Out- 
fit is planning distribution next 
year sometime of ‘Treasure Is- 
land’, now in production in Eng- 
land in all live-action. 


Freedom New Indie 
Sacramento, Aug. 9. 

Freedom Productions filed in- 
corporation papers here with Jack 
Wrather, Edward Golden and 
Monte E. Livingstone named as di- 
rectors. 

Company's first picture will be 
“Guilty of Treason.” to be pro- 
duced independently for United 
Artists release. 


| vious year’s business. 


ture is uncertain at the moment. 


Actual earnings of American 
companies in Britain for the 12- 
month period aren't known as yet, 
but are merely estimates bv foreign 
department execs based on the pre- 
Income for 
the year prior to the agreement 
was about $50,000.000. The quota 
was only about half as stiff at that 


|time and business in general was 


much better. Based on those fac- 
tors, it is thought that the income 
for the year ending last June 14. 


couldn’t have been much more 
than $40,000%00. 

Heavy portion of their frozen 
| balances were used up by the 


‘for their coin. 


Americans in a variety of ways. 
One, of course. was production of 
films in England. Second was the 
outright buying of American rights 
to British pictures. Companies 
| also had a great many of their 
| prints made in England for the en- 
tire foreign market. used coin to 
pa ytheir staffs, bought equipment, 
etc. 

There are still almost three 
years left to use up the balances. 
Anglo-U. Sfl pact was for two years, 
ending next June 14, but provided 
that the companies would have an 
additional two years to find uses 


ap 
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plying it, still being worked 
Judge Matthew Levy is sitting i 
with Walsh on the falks. , 





Eastern Execs in Moye To 
Settle Lab Workers’ Pact 


Top execs of the major film 
companies will enter direct}y into 
the eastern labor picture thic week 
when negotiations for a new Pact 
to cover eastern lab tex hnicians 
are slated to resume. In a Move 
to avert another strike th -eaj 


the 
execs are reportedly aiming for 2 
swift agreement with the lechni- 


cians Local 702, Internationa} A}. 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employ- 
ees, whose pact with the 19 eastern 
labs expired in June. IATSE prexy 
Richard F. Walsh, returning from 
Coast labor confabs, wil] take a 
leading hand in the talks. 

Local 702 prexy John J Franea- 
villa stated last week that his union 
swung solidly behind Walsh’s post- 
ponement of a scheduled strike 
after a plea to continue bargaining 
was entered by several major com- 
pany prexies. Intervention of the 
company toppers, according to 
Francavilla, indicated a change 
from the former “uncompromising 
position” taken by the employer 


group headed by Joseph F. Me. 
Mahon, Republic treasurer. Union 
leaders, however, declared they 
were keeping their strike ma- 


chinery oiled in case no settlement 
could be reached on their demands 
for a 32-hour week, severance pay 
and increased vacations. Union is 
asking for reduced hours to combat 
unemployment incurred by techno- 
logical improvements. 

Importance of the lab workers’ 
negotiations is highlighted by the 
fact that a half-dozen other IATSE 
iim locals in the east have also be- 
gun pressing for new pacts with 
the majors. Operating without a 
contract for over a year in some 
cases, IA cameramen, cutters, edi- 
tors and scenic workers. are ex- 
pected to follow Local 702’s nego- 
tiating pattern if latter union is 
suecessful. 
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way players in the past year. They 
are being chosen because ‘a) they 
are trained actors, and (b) they 
have a projectible personality that 
goes far beyond mere good looks. 


While these players may start at 
$200 or $300 per week, as against 
the $75 that used to be handed to 
the pure tyro, there’s plenty of 
economy involved. First thing is 
that a minimum of training is re 
quired for them and, _ secondiy, 
there’s less waste in bad choices, 
since these actors have already at 
least partially proved themselves 
in their Broadway engagements. 

High price tags that continue to 
hang on the top star names are 
simple to explain in ordinary terms 
of supply and demand. ‘There are 
only a score or so of players in this 
category and if a lot wants their 
services it must meet the competi- 
tive price demand. The group has 
proved its value in pushing up in 
come on the pix in which they ap- 
pear. While it has been shown re 
peatedly that few star names will 
help a poor film at the b.o., the 
well recognized marquee monikers 
are valuable to distribs in getting 
bookings. Producers well know 
that their exhibitor-customers have 
never overcome the habit of ask 
ing, “Who's in it?”, and booking 
the picture and paying rental ac 
cordingly. 


——— 
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for amusements, but that they run 
short of cash in between pay perk 
ods and that the charge account 
would solve their problem ; 
Theatre execs in New York point 
out that the idea has been broache 
before but never got any place 
because of the feeling of most eX- 
hibs that they are in a cash busi- 
ness and don’t want to change be 
to anything else. They fear that 
the clerical work, billing and bad 


debt collection problems are S° 
great that they outweigh the profits 
of the additional cusiomers the 
charge cards might brine. 

“If they can’t afford to lay oF 
the boxoffice line _, — Prd 

9 < on 

charge them,” declarc¢ 5 ae 


cuit op, “then I think it be ter 
,they don’t come to a theatre. 


Or 
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to the fact that Richmond is so di- 
versified industrially that it seldom 
reacts violently to the peaks and 
valleys of economic conditions. 

Television is not considered a 
menace at the moment. There is 
but one television station in opera- 
tion and approximately 5,000 sets 
have been sold. Two other stations 
are scheduled to begin operations 
eventually. Based on past experi- 
ence, film houses expect a tempo- 
rary decline in attendance as long 
as television is a novelty, but they 
do not view the situation with un- 
due alarm 

Drive-ins have been booming. 
There are several small independ- 
ent houses, one de luxe independ- 
ent, one other big drive-in operated 
jointly by Fabian-Wilmer & Vin- 
cent and the Neighborhood The- 
atre chain. Near-capacity is re- 
ported nightly. Rather than cut in 
on regular urban attendance, the 
drive-ins appear to be creating a 
new picture audience. The two big 
houses particularly are attracting 
older people and families with 
young children, thus solving the 
sitter problem, and bringing in pa- 
trons who either will not bother to 
dress for a downtown theatre or 
cannot get out unless they bring 
the children. 

Bookings for the two big drive- 
fins run usually to pictures playing 


immediately after subsequent run, | 


with a sprinkling of reissues. The 
smaller outfits take anything they 


can get, with westerns and action 
films predominating. 
“Extra added attractions” have 


increased patronage. At the Broad- 
way (independent), Frank Porter, 
local radio “country store” singer 
and comedian, appears weekly. At 
the Bellwood  (Fabian-Neighbor- 
hood), Harvey Hudson, disk jockey 
from WLEE, puts on his platter 
show from 6:30 to 8 p.m., prior to 
the showing of the first picture pro- 
gram on Mondays and Tuesdays. 
Here also on Thursdays and Fri- 
days the program is augmented by 
five cartoons and a serial, while 
there is a regular Saturday night 


thrill show at midnight with no 
extra charge. Mobile concession 
units with icecream, cold drinks 


and hotdogs have proven profitable, 
and a playground is opened at 6:30 
each night for youngsters who pre- 
fer the swings and sandboxes to 
the confines of their parents’ care. 


Concession stands within the 
theatres are more firmly estab- 
lished than ever, but business 


varies according to the type of the- 
atre. Suburban houses report that 
the concession business has not re- 
flected the drop in attendance. In 
action houses there is a per capita 
increase in candy counter sales. On 
the other hand, Loew's, a class 
house, fluctuates according to the 
attraction. An abbott and Costello 
picture will sell 1,100 boxes of pop- 
corn per day; a Gable film will sell 
not more than 200 boxes. Loew’s, 
however, plans the construction of 
a complete concession stand to in- 
elude soft drinks and icecream as 
well as the packaged confections 
they now handle. 
No Pix Gripes 

Exhibitors here have not joined 
the general hue and cry about “bad 
pictures.” In general they state 
that they think pictures are about 
as good as they were a year ago. 
They deplore the “similarity” of 
many of the releases that have 
appeared recently but are quietly 
optimistic about the immediate fu- 
ture. Musicals, comedies and pic- . 
tures with name players still are | 
considered the best bets for good | 
business; psychological themes are. 
poison, crime pictures are not pop- | 
ular; an excellent picture with a | 
little-known cast is an uncertain | 
gamble. The consensus is “There | 
fis no substitute for a well-made | 
picture with star value.” 

No new theatres are being built, 
but none has. shuttered for the. 
summer. Balconies usually are 
roped off during the day but are 
open for night shows, despite the 
fact that prolonged good weather 
has taken crowds to night baseball | 
and miniature golf courses. Out- | 
door sports have cut into the at-. 
tendance on certain nights but reg- | 
ular film patrons usually attend at 
other times during the week. One 
exhibitor states, “Baseball must 
have hurt us because they offer us 
competition.” while another says, 
“Outdoor attractions can't have 
much effect on theatre grosses be- 
cause the baseball officials are | 
complaining about the falling off 
of their own attendance.” Still 
other exhibitors conclude that) 
there is a general and not-to-be-un- 
expected attendance slump at all' 


Baseball Beans B.0. 
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entertainment centers. but that, at 
present, the decline is nothing to 
be excited about. 

Richmond never has gone in for 
extravagant ballyhoo or circus 
stunts. The town never indulges 
in double features, bingo, give- 
aways or other such methods of 
selling its entertainment. At the 
moment Loew’s is cooperating in 
MGM’s Silver Anniversary Year 
by using special trailers, extra art 
in the lobby, additional radio spots 
The Fabian-Wilmer & Vincent 
houses, celebrating Fabian’s 35th 
anniversary, have placed hillbilly 
singers on the stage of one subur- 
ban house, (Lee theatre) and also 
have organized a students quiz pro- 
gram for the same theatre, during 
which students or prospective stu- 
dents at the Richmond Professional 
Institute compete for prizes of cash 
to be applied to their tuition. Other 
events of like natur> are to be spot- 
lighted at their other houses 
throughout the anniversary month 
of August. Special exploitation, 
although on the dignified side, is 
said to have increased grosses. 

The overall picture of the film 
business in Richmond is neither 
frantically pessimistic nor blindly 
optimistic. The general feeling is 
that of ‘‘business as usual,” as op- 
posed to the lush and infiated war 
years. 


] 


'Skouras Predicts Good 
Theatre Biz Ahead 


Los Angeles, Aug. 9. 

With at least 57 “good” pro- 
| ductions ready for screening, thea- 
| tre business is due for a strong up- 
swing between now and the end of 
| the year. That was the opinion ex- 
pressed by Charles P. Skouras, 
| National Theatres prexy, after per- 
| sonal inspection of numerous top 
| pictures and reports of others with 

Skouras 


| Strong audjence appeal. 
| said: 


| “T am not 


| worried about the 


state of our business even though 
| the boxoffice has gone down 20% 
since April. Already the trend is 
|upward and will continue in that 
direction with plenty of fine films 
|coming up. Drive-in theatres 
| have tapped the tills of the regu- 
|lar film houses by as much as 
| $125,000 a week during the sum- 
|mer in California, but this busi- 
| ness will return to the established 
theatre with cooler weather.” 








‘Syracuse Slips 25% 


| 


| Under a Year Ago 


Syracuse, Aug. 9. 

Film business in Svracuse is 25° 
off a year ago, except for Loew’s 
State. Compared with six months 
| ago, trade is only slightly under, a 
| city-wide survey indicates. 

Credited with boosting Loew’s 
boxoffice receipts, in addition to 
/a lineup of strong pictures. was a 
| Loew stage unit headed by the 
Ink Spots, which grossed a 
ported $24,000 the week of July 
21, and whetted Syracusans’ appe- 
tites for the return of stage enter- 
| tainment. 

Vaudeville’s local revival was 
originally slated for Sept. 8. at 
| RKO-Keith’s, with Pat Rooney and 
'the “Palace policy” unit. Since 
,then, Keith's scheduled another 
Palace eight-act show headed by 
/Gus Van for the week of Aug. 11. 
And Loew’s expects to have an 
August stage attraction, possibly 
the Betty Garrett-Larry Parks unit. 

Television has had 
effect on theatre business here. 
Station WHEN, only Syracuse video 
outlet at present, does not operate 
on direct TV network wavelength 
and will not be linked with coaxial 
cable until the fall. 

Drive-ins in the Svracuse area 
haven't sliced into city film business 
as much as they have into them- 
selves it is indicated. New North 
drive-in at North Syracuse is esti- 
mated to have nicked Kallet’s Fair- 
mount outdoor house. Until this 
year, Kallet’s was the only drive- 
in near Syracuse. There's talk of 
building two more drive-ins, one 





east of town and the other south | 


for next year. Neither Syracuse 
drive-in has asked tor clearance. 

No other theatre censtruction is 
announced for Syracuse. 

Candy and concession business is 
on the upgrade in Syracuse houses, 
with increases 8-10°¢, ratio-wise, to 
admission take. 

Syracuse’s current run of pic- 
tures is not as strong as a year ago, 
with the exception of Loew’s new 
season string. There have been no 
changes in admission scales. 

Outdoor sports, chiefly baseball 


re-| 


little to no) 


and fights, have taken a greater 
boxoffice toll this summer than 
last. Since Syracuse is a_ solid 
baseball-minded town, Sunday af- 
ternoon doubleheaders often rob 
the film houses of much business. 


Wilmington Complains 
Of Overtalky Fiims 


Wilmington, Aug. 9. 

Theatre business is off here up 
to 25°-. Exhibs complain that out- 
door sports and other amusements 
are among the prime causes for the 
drop, but managers in those fields 
also are crying the blues. Another 
reason for the slump is marked 
down to alleged slipping pix stand- 
ards. Many stars seem to be los- 
ing their hold on the public and 
customers are beginning to squawk 
about over-talky pix. 

Television is another headache 
for exhibs since it’s known that it 
keeps many potential patrons home 
nights. 

Only one drive-in is operating in 


this area, playing oldies to big at- 
tendance. No other building is 
projected for other drive-ins or 


regular theatres in view of declin- 
ing grosses. 

Theatre operators are turning a 
deaf ear to suggestions for lower 
prices. However, policies for the 
circuit houses are set by execs in 
other cities and nabes are content 
to follow past practices. 

Declining grosses have failed to 
bring any changes in exploitation 
or improve showmanship. Both 
Warner theatres and the nabes fa- 
vor small ad space and only Metro 
goes for extra spreads on special 
pix. 





Lower Philly Take 
Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 

Decreased attendance at films 
was reflected in monthly financial 
report issued by Receiver of Taxes 
W. Frank Marshall and City 
Treasurer Ralph W. Pitman. 

Amusement tax collections for 
July were $35,000 lower than the 
corresponding month last year. For 
the seven months ending Sunday. 
July 31, they totalled $2,427,568. 
This was a drop of $122,932, or 
5.25% lower than the comparable 
1948 figure. 

The report showed that lower pic 
boxoffice returns accounted for 
most of the decline, although taxes 
from sports events and nightclubs 
are included in the city’s amuse- 
ment levy. 
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BUFFALO 


(Continued from page 15) 


Jones Beach” (WB) (2d wk), down | 


t 5,000. 
° Hine (Par) (3,400; 40-70)—‘Ar- 
son. Inc.” (SG) plus Peggy Lee and 
Billy Gilbert onstage. Socko $20,- 
000. Last week, subsequent-run. 
Teck (Loew's) (1,400; 40-70)— 
“Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) (reissue) and 
“Sons of Adventure” (Rep) (2d 
wk). Down to trim $4,000. Last 
week, big $7,000. . 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 


“Johnny Stool Pigeon” ‘U) and 
“Law Barbary Coast” (Col ), Nice 
$12.000 Last week, “One False 


Step” (U) and “Ride, Ryder, Ride” 
(EL), $7,500 

Century (20th 
70)—“‘Late for Tears” ‘UA). 
$10,000 or near. Last 
“Tulsa” (EL) and “Alimony” 
$12,000. 


Cent.) (3.000: 40- 
week, 
( EL), 


Brave’ Sets New Mark 
In D.C., Wham $16,000; 
‘Gatsby’ Sturdy $21,000 


Washington, Aug. 9. 
Holdovers are pulling down the 
general average here this week, 
but newcomers look strong. Of 
these. ‘Home of Brave” at Trans- 
Lux is terrific, breaking all records 
at this small house. Demonstra- 
tions over segregated policy fiz- 
zled. with pic doing capacity at the 
Republic, Negro nabe, where it is 
day-dating. Next best bet is “Great 

Gatsby” solid at Loew's Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol ‘Loew’'s) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“Good Old Summertime” (M-G) 
plus vaude (2d wk). Satisfactory 


$20.000 after smash $31,000 last 
week. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 


“Lady Gambles” (U) (2d wk). Fair | 
$7,500 after fine $13,000 last week. | 


Metrupolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-74) 
Jones Beach” (WB) (2d 
run). Okav $6,500. Last week, 
“Red Menace” (Rep), disappointing 
$7,000. 
Palace 
“Great Gatsby” 


(Loew's) (2.370; 44-74)— 
(Par). Stout $21,- 


/000 but-not up to level hoped for. 


| 
| 


On Thalberg Taxes: 


Los Angeles, Aug. 9. 
Suit for $34,542 was filed here 
by Norma Shearer against 
State of California, claiming that 
amount was overpaid in taxes on 


_ the estate of her late husband, Irv- 


ing Thalberg. 

Through representatives in L.A. 
superior court, actress declares the 
sum was paid twice, in inheritance 
and income taxes. 


Burtis Awarded 25G In 


U-I Plagiarism Suit 
Los Angeles, Aug. 9. 

Thomas Burtis, screen writer, 
won a $25,000 piracy verdict against 
Universal-International after an 
eight-day trial in L. A. superior 
court. 

Scripter charged his _ original 
story, “Manhattan Masquerade.” 
was incorporated by the studio in- 
to its Joan Davis starrer, 
Wrote the Book.” The jury decided 
that Burtis wrote it, or 
a substantial part of same. 


Bob Weitman’s O.O. 


Robert M. Weitman, Paramount 
theatre veepee, entrains today 
‘Wed.) for Virginia to make his 
first inspection of the three the- 
atres retained by Par following the 








liquidation of the company’s part- | 


nership with Hunter Perry. Weit- 
man returns at the end of the week 
after looking over the Paramount 
theatres in Charlotte, Newport 
News and Lynchburg. 

Under the breakup, Perry took 
11 houses while the three show- 
cases remained in Paramount 





PEREIRA BACK TO L. A. 


Hal Pereira, Paramount theatre 
exec in charge of 
plans for the circuit, is being trans- 
ferred to the studio. Pereira will 
make the change early in the fall. 
He originally comes from. the 
studio where he supervised art 
work on a number of productions. 

Pereira is currently engaged in 
handling the extensive moving op- 
erations preliminary to the di- 
vision of the company into two 
units. 


construction | 


/ 


the | 


Cane | 000. 


at least | 


Last week, “Any Number Play” 
(M-G) (2d wk), nice $16,000. 


Playhouse ‘Lopert) (432: 50-85) 
—One Woman's Story” ‘U). Solid | 
$6,500. and_ holds. Last week, 
“Fan” (20th) (3d wk). $3,500. 

Warner ‘WB) (2,164; 44-74)— 
“Silver Lining’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Steady $14.500 after better than 

expected $19,000. fine last week. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (654: 44-80)— 

“Home of Brave” (UA). 


house record. 
den Street” (20th) (4th wk-5 days), 
fair $4,500. 





‘Summertime’ Hottest 
Thing in Seattle, 14G 


Seattle. Aug. 9. 
Cooling plants are helping biz 
this week but not enough to com- 
pete with the warm outdoors. Best 
bet currently 
mertime” great at Fifth Avenue. 
“Youre My Everything” shapes 
okay at Music Hall. 
Estimates for This Week 
Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— 
“Reign of Terror” (EL) and “Sleep- 
ing Car Trieste” (EL). Fancy $10,- 
Last week, “Crooked Way” 
(UA) and “Temptation” (Mono), so- 
so, $7,000. 
Fifth Avenue 


(H-E) (2.349; 50- 


84),—‘‘Good Old Summertime” (M- | 


G) and 
$14,000. 
Play” (M-G) and “Arctic Manhunt” 
(U) (2d wk), $7,400 in 10 days. 

Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1,650; 
50-84) — “Stratton Story” ‘(M-G) 
(Sth wk). Good $7,500 after sweet 
$8,800 last week. 

Music Box ‘H-E) (850: 50-84)— 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and “Jig- 
saw” (UA) (6th wk). Good $3,500. 
Last week, big $4,000. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 50-84)— 
“You're My Everything” (20th) and 


“Skyliner” (SG). Great 


“Forgotten Women” (Mono). Okay . 


at $9,000. Last week, “Home of 
Brave” (UA) and “Cover Up” (UA) 
(3d wk), $4,000. 

Orpheum ‘H-E) (2.600: 50-84)— 
“Silver Lining’ (WB) and “One 
Last Fling” (WB) (2d wk). Big $7,- 
500 after $11.600 first week. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65) 
—"Champion” (UA) (2d run) and 
vaude. Fair $4.500. Last week, 
“Lady Gambles” ‘U) and “Allegro” 
‘RKO) (2d run) plus “Gay ‘90s” 
revue, fairish $5.100. 

Paramount ‘H-E) ‘3,049: 50-84)— 
“Africa Screams” (UA) and ‘“Hell- 


fire’ (Rep). Nice $11,000. Last 
week “Not Wanted” (FC) and 
amine Fury” (Rep), good $8,-| 


Dim | 


Boff $16,- | 
000 for this small-seater and new | 
Last week, ‘“‘Forbid- | 


is “Good Old Sum- | 


Last week “Any Number | 





‘EVERYTHING’ MODEST 
$14,000 LEADS MPis 


Minneapolis, Aug. 9 

Another heat wave, third th; 
summer is taking boxoffice toll 
this week. Lightweight fare jc pr 
being planned by exhibitors Pa 
of musicals, ‘Silver Lining” oak 
“You're My Everything” top th 
fresh entries. “Not Wanted’ looms 
big. - 


! 


| 


Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600: 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Pa; 
Probably will take its plac 
year’s boxoffice leaders 
town. Still respectable at $5.000 
after hefty $7,000 last stanza. 
Radio City (Par) (4.000: 50-79) 


30-70). 
4th wk), 
e among 
Mm this 


\“You’re My Everything” 
Well-liked musical but onl; pores 
erate $14,000 in prospect. Lag 
week, “Stratton Story” (M-G 
good $16,000. 7 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2 999. 
50-70) — “Silver Lining” \wWp)’ 
Meeting with approval, but Ray 
Bolger’s name doesn't mean 5 
much here. Fine $12.000. Last 


week, “Judge Steps Out” (RKO) 
and vaudeville (55-85). with latter 


entirely responsible for smash 
$24,500. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1.600: 50-79) 
—‘‘Not Wanted” (FC). Big $10,000 
or near. Last week. “Cover Gir)" 
(Col) and “Meant for Me” Co) 


(reissues), $6,500. 


State (Par) (2.300: 50-70)—"Col- 
orado Territory” (WB). Good $12- 


000; looks about all. Last week. 
“Outpost in Morocco” ‘UA). fine 
$12,000. 


TORONTO 


(Continued from page 15) 

'Very big $12,000 after last week's 

$14,000. 
Shea’s 


(FP) (2,386: 40-70). 
\“Great Gatsby” (Par) - (2d wk). 
|Light $5,000 after nice $2000 
| opener. 
| ‘Towne (Taylor) (690: 40-70)\~ 
| “Mr. Polly” (EL) (2d wk). Near 
|Capaecity $4,000 after last week's 
| $4,200. 
University (FP) (1.556: 40-60)— 
“Fountainhead” (WB) (2d wk). 


Light $5,000 after last week's $6- 
500. 

| Uptown (Loew) (2.743: 
| “Johnny Stool Pigeon” ‘U). Dim 
$6,000. Last week. ‘Take False 
| Step” (U), about same. 


Hughes-RKO 


Continued 


40-70)— 














from pce 


meet any bid on the circuit. does 
/not intend to match the Meyer of- 
\fer, it has been learned. After 
forwarding a letter to Hughes de- 
manding an explanation of certain 
claimed details in the Meyer bid, 
Odium has indicated that he will 
sue if the bid is accepted. He has 
attacked the offer on the ground 
_that it is not bona fide. 

Odlum and his aides take the 
view that if the bid is proper. the 
price wouid prohibit Atlas from 
meeting it. If it is considered 
merely a device for bringing uP 
the price, the Odlum forces will 
attack by suit. However, there «re 


industry insiders who are con- 
vinced that all parties will yet 
reach some agreement because 


“people of their stature do not £0 
to court too readily. 

On that score, it is said that Od- 
lum never was interested in a 
quiring the RKO chain out ob- 
tained the option with the idea of 
selling it for a profit. If he ean 
still grab a good sum, a suit would 
be unlikely. Odlum has asked 
$500,000 for the option and has 
been offered $100,000 for it. 

~ Kingsberg 

As for Kingsberg. his efforts #re 
said to be unremitting. Odlum 
favors the RKO exec and report- 
edly would surrender his option 
to him for some reasonable price 
| Meyer still remains on the Coast 
awaiting word from Hughes. Lat- 
ter does not have to accept the of 
fer even if it is the highest made. 
It is believed that Hughes is wees 
ing the possibility of a success! 
attack by Odlum before giv'n# his 


final word. len 
Odlum claims that the Meve™ 
National Bank of Pittsburgh }§ 


backing Meyer, et al., with @ ?"- 
000.000 loan. This bank. he i 
financed Hughes when the jatte 
bought RKO control. Moree” 
he charges that the Meyer t" a 
would receive a $250,000 comms 
sion if their offer is not accePpie® 
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= WE'LL TELL YOU IN TWO 
— SHAKES OF A LAMB'S TAIL! 


’ M-G-M has won the Blue_Ribbon Award of Boxoffice 


magazine four months in a row! Another M-G-M First, it’s 


; 50-70) 





- 
cc 
—= 
= 
S 


‘w; the all-time record in 17 years of Blue Ribbon Awards! 
“The winners! April: “Take Me Out To The Ball Game.” 
™ May: “Little Women.” June: “The Barkleys of Broadway.” 


| July: “The Stratton Story.” We predict the August winner _ 
z will be M-G-M’s new hit “In The Good Old Summertime”- 


“i Big at Radio City Music Hall and across the nation! uF il 








“* Also Big: “Neptune’s Daughter,” “Any Number Can Play.” Watch for “Madame Bovary’ 
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PRESS-TIME EXTRA! 









byt ‘‘Good Old Summertime” 
— SHAKE at Music Hall sets new 
ssful M-G-M opening record. 
i First 4 days are second big- 








gest all-time M-G-M high! 
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Salute to Disabled Vets! 
EA Book “Hew Much Do You Owel’? 


mis- 
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NEW YORK 


Robert L. Montgomery tapped 
by Paramount for special exploita- 
tion on “Samson and_ Delliah.” 
Montgomery was with J. Arthur 
Rank office 

Managerial personnel changes in 
Loew’s New York theatres, an- 


mounced by g.m. Eugene Picker: 
Daniel Cohen, assistant manager 
Loew’s Metropolitan, Brooklyn, 


appointed acting manager of 
Loew’s Palace, Brooklyn, succeed- 
ing Lawrence Stark, who moves to 
Boro Park theatre. Martin Gal- 
Jagher, acting manager of Willard, 
Woodhaven, L. I., moves to the 
Melba, replacing Edward Burke, 
who takes over at Gates, Brooklyn. 
Jim Bruno, many years Manager 
of Loew’s Gates, shifts to Loew’s 
Paradise, Loew’s key Bronx house, 
suceeding Gilbert Marbe, no longer 
with company Morris Tanney 
moves from Boro Park to Loew’s 
46th St., replacing Paul Swater, 
who will fill the Willard vacancy. 

John Turner, head film buyer 
for Warner theatres in the Phila- 
delphia circuit, resigned to take 
over as United Artists branch man- 
ager in Philly. Turner, with War- 
ners for 19 years, will move to UA 
as soon as he winds up pending 


WB biz 


MINNEAPOLIS 
“Home of Brave” set for terri- 
tory premiere at State here Aug. 
25 
One U. S. Senator and five Con- 


gece of Minnesota delegation | 
r 


1 Congress have advised North 
Central Allied in reply to its 
request for support for repeal or 


modification of wartime excise ad- | 


mission tax that they'll work for 
such a change. 

Recurrence of torrid weather 
denting boxoffice in territory. 

sill Elson and Gilbert Nathan- 
son, circuit owners, have bought 
site for $100,000 drive-in at Detroit, 
Minn., where they own two con- 
ventional theatres. 

E. J. Baehr sold his stock in 
Home Theatres circuit to others 
of group for reported $150,000 and 


Film Row 





+++ 


|will operate on own as circuit 


owner. 

Eddie Ruben and Joe Floyd sold 
Rapid City, S. D., drive-in to Black 
Hills Amus. Co., owner of conven- 
tional theatres there. 

Nearly 100 managers of Central 
States and Tri-States theatres and 
home office personnel spent July 
12-14 at Breezy Point Lodge, Minn., 
as guests of A. H. Blank, head of 
the two theatre circuits. Outing 
climaxed a “Tribute” contest of 10 
weeks honoring Blank who 
-elebrated his 70th birthday July 


wo 


6 

North Central Allied issued bul- 
letin to members warning them of 
risks involved in small-town drive- 
in theatre operations. ‘“‘Every re- 
port received by this office is that 
drive-in theatres in or near smail 
towns are in serious trouble anal 
are folding up,” bulletin says 

Barney Benfield vet Morris, 
Minn., exhibitor, recovering from 
serious illness. 

North Central Allied continues 
to attack Paramount in its bulle- 
tin, charging unfair treatment of 
exhibitors and claiming it’s sell- 
ing to smaller number of theatres 
in Minneapolis territory than any 
other major company. It disputes 
claim of Ben Blotcky, Par branch 
manager, that company has 436 
| theatres booked with features in 
| this territory for week of Sept. 4. 

James Nederlander, manager of 
Lyceum, legitimate roadshow 
house, making inquiries regarding 
28-day films availability with idea 
of playing pictures in between le- 
git shows. 

M. A. Levy, 20th-Fox branch 
manager, sufficiently recovered 
from back ailment, to be moved 
from hospital. 

W. H. Workman, Metro branch 
manager, a granddaddy. It's a 
| baby boy born to his daughter, 
Mrs. Elaine Lund. 

North Central Allied continues 


to wage war on Paramount. In its | 


current bulletin it again trains its 
guns on this distributor, charging 
its policy is “unfair treatment” of 
independent exhibitors 
Competitive bidding is assailed 
in the current North Central Allied 
bulletin as “certainly immoral and 


butors who claim calling for bids 
is mandatory are taken to task. 
Attention is called to the recent 
opinion of the federal court in its 
decision in the case of the remain- 
ing anti-trust defendants which 
opinion, it is asserted, upholds 


North Central Allied views regard- | 


ing competitive bidding. 

Harold Field and Harold Kaplan, 
owners of the suburban St. Louis 
Park theatre, plan second deluxe 
house in the same area to be called 
the Lilac. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Terry Turnet and Hugh McKen- 
zie set up “Roseanna McCoy” 
preem at Circle for Aug. 18 as 
benefit for Marion County Cancer 
Fund. 2 

Hoagy Carmichael here to shoot 
scenes for Alcorn’ production, 
“Johnny. Holiday,” being filmed at 
Indiana Boys’ School. sili Ben- 
dix, here for last three weeks on 
pic, making plenty of friends. 

Theatres in Muncie, Winchester, 
Albany, Portland, Redkey and Dun- 
kirk now closed by polio epidemic 
in northeast Indiana. Exhibitors n 
towns on fringe of area, particular- 
ly Anderson, report more than us- 
ual amount of business because of 
situation. 

John Roach, who recently resign- 
ed as booker and buyer for Settos 
chain and manager of its Ohio 
here, back on old job. 

Variety Club’s annual golf tour- 
namount slated for Aug. 29 at 
Broadmoor Country Club. 

Drive-in at Tell City, built by 
Willie Spears, opened July 25. 

Twentieth-Fox sales veepee 
Andy W. Smith, Jr., has decided 
to substitute a personal branch 
manager testimonial for the com- 
pany’s annual sales drive. This 
year’s campaign, consequently, will 
be keynoted by a personel tribute 
to exchange heads resulting from 
the company’s recent sales policy 
of emphasizing complete autonomy 
on all contracts and bookings in 
the field. Drive is slated to start 
Aug. 28 and will continue through 
Dec. 31, with Smith promising the 
branch managers during the period 
“the strongest boxoffice preduct 
the company has ever released.” 

Carl Kemp, formerly Eagle Lion 
branch manager, joined Realart as 
salesman in this territory. Mean- 
while, Joseph W. Goldberg takes 


tucky and W. Va. territory. 


DALLAS 


In addition to all the other 
| draws used by the Underwood and 
| Ezell drive-ins, the latest innova- 
tion is cageful of monkeys. ; 
The Sunset drive-in at Amarillo 
‘sold by Johnnie Blocker to W. O. 

Bearden. who operates the Tria 
drive-in here and the Arcadia and 
Chief at Lubbock. 

Texas theatre at Brady formerly 
owned by Muck Morgan purchased 
by J. C. Durham, who has taken 





over active management of house. | 
The Grand at Happy, Texas, op- 


erated by Tulia Theatre Co., leased 
to Hiram Parks, who operates a 
group of houses in Amarillo, Lub- 
bock and Brownfield. Wake Luke 
named manager of Grand. 

Charles McGlothlin, treasurer of 
the Telenews, named acting man- 
ager of Interstate’s Colonial, with 
William Gehring, formerly: of the 
Majestic, taking at the Telenews. 

“Home of Brave” drew audience 
of 2.000 at ¢pecial midnight show 
for Negroes only at the Majestic in 
San Antonio. That is about 25% 
higher than the average attendance 
for a midnight show. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Sparks are 
observing their 34th anni as exhibi- 
tors at Cooper. Sparks opened the 
Grand here with Mrs. Sparks sell- 
ing tickets, job she still does. She 
is now selling tickets to grand- 
children of her first patrons of 
early days. Pair operate the Sparks 
theatre here now. 


CHICAGO 


Mort Green, relief manager of 
Schoenstadt circuit, leaves to take 
over as manager of the Webster. 

“Lost Boundaries” set for open- 
ing at RKO Grand, Aug. 31. 

Robert Keiffer elected president 
of Film Council of America with 
Edward Stevens as secretary. 

Depositions on anti-trust million 
dollar action of the Towne, Mil- 
waukee, against majors distribs 
start this week with Tom McCon- 
nell, plaintiff attorney, examing 
district managers. 

Variety Club, Tent 26, holds an- 
nual golf tournament Aug. 26. 

Chi censor board had a light 
month in July with 79 pies review- 
ed. Only one was banned, “Child- 
ren of Loneliness” (Indie)). Tagged 
adults only are, “Wild Weed,” 
“Tania.” ‘Wild Belle,” “Dedee,”’ 
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* ANOTHER FINE PRODUCT OF 
LEVER BROTHERS COMPANY 


: n Stars use it— Lan Gi xe Loveler/ 


JUDY GARLAND is adoreble indeed as she plays opposite 
VAN JOHNSON in “IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME” 


W y aqorable F 
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Here’s a complexion care 
that really makes skin 
lovelier! In recent Lux 
Toilet Soap tests by skin 
specialists, actually 2 out 
of 4 complexions improved 
in a short time. 
Judy Garland finds these 
beauty facials leave skin 
softer, smoother. She works 
the fragrant lather well in, 
rinses, and pats with a 

soft towel to dry. 

You'll lave the generous 
new bath size Lux Toilet 
Soap, too—so fragrant, 
so luxurious! 
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| probably illegal” and those distri-| over for firm as salesman in Ken-| “Miracle of Life,” and “My Life.” 


_ Although Paramount is sti)] feed 

ing its releases through Balaban & 

Katz, wholly-owned theatre sub- 

siduary here, it is not happy about 

it. Film company would like to get 
| house to play unlimited runs. feel. 
ing that business has been lost b 

| two-week limitation under Jack. 
/son Park decree. Also feels proper 
| exploitation can’t be done on such 
Parent company de. 


| short runs. 

| sires to have all major releases 
play the Chicago, top grosser for 
circult. 


ST. LOUIS 


Skyway drive-in theatre, near 
Mattoon, Ill., lighted. Owned py 
Outdoor Amus. Corp., headed py 
Rou O’Keefe, H. R. Rissman and 
M. A. Osborne. It cost $120,000. 

Turner-Farrar Theatres, Ine 
Harrisburg, IIl., cut ribbon on new 
$100,000 Wabash, Grayville, I]. 


Several houses in southeast Min 
souri, owned by Lead Belt Amus 
Co., temporarily shuttered be. 
cause of polio. 


Rialto, Cape Girardeau, Mo. 
owned by Edward J. Rosecan Hane 
nibal, Mo., reopened after face 


lifting. 
Lee Bunch, former 
Lee, New London, Mo., 


owner of 
purchased 


the Home in Oblong, Ill., from T. 
J. Price. 
State Senator Edward V. Long, 


Bowling Green, Mo., obtained DOs- 
session of Trojan, Troy, Mo., from 
Charles B. Rudolph, who will de. 
velop summer resorts in Canada. 
Long is new to exhibition 


PITTSBURGH 

Shea circuit affiliate formed a 
new corporation to take over the 
Penn.- House now is known as 
Shea’s-Penn theatre. 

Stan Dudleson resigned from 
RKO sales force to join Republic 
in Detroit, his home town 

George Josack, until recently a 
WB manager, joined Columbia as 
north area sales rep; succeeds 
Herb Berman who recently trans- 
ferred to company’s’. Buffalo 
branch. 

Jim Levine, Par exploitation 
man, resigned after more than 22 
years with that organization: was 
stationed here for long time but 
recently was sent to the Cleveland 
area. 

Joe Vandegrift and 20th-Fox 
parted company after nearly quar- 
ter of century; he was a booker. 

Bill Zeilor, city manager for Har- 
ris circuit, elected commander of 
Variety (Club) American Legion 
Post. 

Ben Stahl, until recently asso- 
ciated with Theatrical Enterprises, 
established his own business as 
distributor of theatre games and 
premiums. 


KANSAS CITY 


Griffith Circuit opened its new 
drive-in in Manhattan. Kans.. July 
20. It’s fourth situation in town 
for this chain. 

L. O. Gill resigned as manager 
of the Beloit, Beloit, Kans. Ted 
Huntsman moved from Lawrence, 
Kans., to fill spot. 

Monty Wright, house manager 
for Griffith Circuits’ Varsity at 
Lawrence, Kans., in hospital as 
result of a car-truck crash near 


Wamego. 
Albert Dezel, head of Albert 
Dezel Productions, Inec.. sold his 


interest in company’s exchanges 
here and in St. Louis. Walter Lam- 
bader, who formerly managed local 
Dezel outlet, acquired setup an 
renamed it United Film Exchange. 
John Walsh, former manager. and 
Nick O’Brien, booker, took over 10 
St. Loo. 


DES MOINES 


Tri-States Theatre Corp. aP- 
pointed Bruce Shelton manager of 
circuit’s new drive-in at Dubuque, 
Ia. Company also appointed Jimmy 
Redmond, seven years city maD- 
ager for Tri-States in Falls City, 
Neb., as advertising manager of 
circuit. Russ Fraser will handle 
public relations and newspaper 
ads. 

A. H. Blank, head of Tri-States 
Theatre Corp. and Central States 
Theatre Corp. here, honored at 
testimonial dinner July 31 at the 
Standard Club. Event was in honor 


of his 70th birthday. 


BALTIMORE | 
Exhibitors here are not going to 
wait for national meetings 4? 


nation-wide promotions to stepsuP 


= 
theatre attendance. Almost 100°¢ 


representation of local nabe and 
dewntown operators have joime 
strictly 


together in an ambitious ¢ 
local campaign set to break SeP- 
tember taking in an over-all media 
coverage’ including newspapers 


posters, car cards, trailers. ad 
lyhoo, radio and video. An - 
agency has_ been engaged & 


typical ad copy and promotion 
plan already approved. 
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Johnston-ECA 


continued. from page 3 


py SIMPP and the MPAA. SIMPP 
js against any negotiations by 
individuals. It wants all dealings 
with foreign governments carried 
on by the State Dept. 

While there was no indication 
from either Johnston or the ECA 
as to exactly what the MPAA 
rexy’s assignment would be, 
SIMPP members became immedi- 
ately apprehensive over the very 
fact of his presence abroad. They 
were quick to state that in what- 
ever action he takes overseas, he 
cannot claim in any way to repre- 
cent the U. S. industry, since 
SIMPP will go along on no agree- 
ments unless it is consulted every 
step of the way. 

In recent sessions with SIMPP 
prez Ellis Arnall in Washington, 
Johnston has agreed on the need 
to enlist the State Dept. in fighting 
the industry’s battles abroad and, 
as a matter of fact, joined with 
SIMPP in a protest to the Depart- 
ment on the British quota. Indies 
nevertheless remain highly ap- 
prehensive that Johnston will not 
limit himself -to the State Dept. 
formula and will take any oppor- 
tunity he can to discuss the situa- 
tion with foreign biggies. SIMPP 
feels that by thus taking the prob- 
lems out of the realm of govern- 
ment-to-government negotiations 
the Yank industry’s case is weak- 
ened. 




















Johnston To Europe In Fall 


Washington, Aug. 9. 

Eric Johnston and other mem- 
bers of an ECA advisory board are 
going to Europe this fall to check 
public reaction to the way the re- 
lief and assistance agency has been 
operating. ECA Administrator 
Paul C. Hoffman urged the trip 
and Johnston said he would be 
willing to make it any time after 
Sept. 11, so that the party will 
probably leave about the middle 
of next month. 

The tentative plans include an 
initial stopoff at Paris headquar- 
ters of the agency with Lendon and 
Rome also likely to be included. 








| NEFC 
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Continued from page 7 











because it would lessen the chances 
of anti-trust probing by the Gov- 
ernment. Move is opposed by many 
of the company’s sponsors on the 
contention that the changed label 
“lacks boxoffice.” 

Flock of top indie producers 
have already approached either Si 
Fabian, NEFC prez, or Samuel 
Pinanski, board chairman, for back- 
ing from the exhib outfit. One top- 
bracket producer offered to drop 
his own filmmaking projects and 
take over Coast supervision of op- 
erations. No deals can be made 
until the company is officially 
birthed. 

Another month of preliminary 
work is likely before the charter 
is filed. Report will be prepared 
and filed with the Security & Ex- 
changes Commission as a precau- 
tion although the action is not re- 
quired by law. SEC has 20 days 
to pass on the charter which 


Should slow filing of papers by that 
Stretch. 


M-G’s 1st Time 























wae CONntinued from page 7 — 


ability to step up the releasing 
schedule. 

Fourteen films will be released 
from Aug. 1 to Dec. 31 including 
two of Metro’s top entries for the 
year, “Battleground” and “Intruder 
in the Dust.” Of the 40 films defi- 
a Slated for production during 

© coming year, 20 are dramatic 
Productions, nine musicals and 11 
Comedies. Some 30% of these will 
ye in Technicolor. 
eo addition to the 40 scheduled 
Seine” Sept. 1, four will tee off 
ion + Haag present month. They 
Yelloy le Big Hangover,” “The 
wen” V¥ Cab Man, “Devil’s Door- 
Vadis ” and — Outriders.” “Quo 
planned €pic-proportioned pic 
Start sto! Italy, will definitely 
wit during next spring. 

Le 
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JOHNSTON’S EXTENSIVE | 


TRIPS IN NEXT 2 MOS. 


Washington, Aug. 9. 

Eric Johnston has switched his 
earlier plans to be in Los Angeles 
today (9), following a meeting of 
the directors of Bank of America 
in San Francisco. 

Johnston's office said, after the 
Frisco session, he would return to 
Spokane. He will be back in Wash- 
ington either Aug. 20 or 21. re- 
maining here until he leaves for 
Chicago for the all-industry public 
relations meeting Aug. 30-31 

The Motion Picture Assn. of 
America prexy plans to leave for 
Hollywood Sept 8, remaining 
there until the end of the Theatre 
Owners of America convention 
address Sept. 14. He 
will return to Washington. leaving 
here a few days afterward on an 
ECA mission to Europe. 


which he will 





| 





Film ‘Festivals’ 








=a Continued from page 4 =! 
linda” and “Treasure of Sierra 
Madre.” Former, however. won ac- 


tor Walter Huston a prize for a 
fine portrayal and sold out at pri- 
vate showings. 

With the Venice meet opening a 
20-day session tomorrow (Thurs- 
day’, some seven U. S. films will 
be shown there. They include 
“Snake Pit” (20th), “Three Cabal- 
leros” (Disney!, ‘Belinda’ (WB). 
“Look for Silver Lining’ (WB), 
“Portrait of Jennie’ (Selznick). 
“The Quiet One” (Mayer-Burstyn) 
and a Metro documentary, “The 
Secret Land.” Britain is submitting 
five pictures while some 15 other 
countries are also participating. 

Italy’s Prizes 
Rome, Aug. 9. 

Vittorio De Sica’s “Bicycle 
Thieves” copped a majority of the 
traditional “Silver Ribbons,” Italy's 
highest film awards, distributed 
here last week at the Casino delle 
Rose. Prizes are awarded yearly by 
a jury of critics designated by the 
Italian Union of Motion Picture 
Writers for best achievements in 
Italian pictures. De Sica was ad- 
judged “best” director 

Other encomiums were handed 
Anna Magnani for her performance 
in “Amore;’’ Massimo Girotti, for 
his stint in “Il Nome Delle Legge” 
(Name of the Law), and Giuletta 
Masina, best supporting perform- 
ance in “Sensa Pieta’ (Without 
Pity All these films have been 
sold to American distribs. Prize for 
the best foreign film went to “Le 
Diable Au Corps” (Devil in the 
Flesh). 

British Set Cannes Pix 
London, Aug. 9. 

Five British features have been 
selected by the British Film Pro- 
ducers Assn. for the Cannes Film 
Festival which opens Sept. 2. Only 
four, however, are eligible for the 
competition and the fifth is sub- 
mitted under the auspices of the 
festival. 

The four competing films are 
“The Passionate Friends,” starring 
Trevor Howard, Ann Todd and 
Claude Rains; “Obsession,” di- 
rected by Edward Dmytryk; “The 
Third Man,” starring Joseph Cot- 
ten, Valli and Orson Welles; and 
“The Queen of Spades.” directed 
by Thorold Dickinson and starring 
Anton Waibrook and Edith Evans. 

The non-competing film is Eal- 
ing’s “Passport to Pimlico,” pro- 
duced by Sir Michael Balcon. In 
addition, there will be four shorts, 
including a David Hand cartoon 
and one of “This Modern Age” 
series. Anthony Downing has been 
loaned by the Rank Organization 
to represent the BFPA at the 
Cannes Festival. 





Edinburgh’s Festival 
Edinburgh, Aug. 9. 
Third Edinburgh Film Festival 
gets under way here Aug. 21 with 
some 25 countries due to partici- 
pate in the event. Among the 20 
full-length features entered are 
Hungary's “Somewhere in Europe,” 


Italy's “The Miracle.” an Anna 
Magnani starrer directed by Ro- 
berto Rossellini. and “Jour de 


Fete.” which France is submitting. 
More than a 100 shorts will also be 
judged during the meet which 
closes Sept. I1. 


Bette Checks Out 


Bette Davis checks out of 
Warners after 18 years on the lot 
and the completion of “Beyond 
the Forest.” her 73d picture there. 

Her contract, which had three 
years to run, was torn up by 
mutual agreement. | 


' That’s 


‘if the trio are banned 











Decree Appeal 


as CONntinued from page 5 














one way or the other on the appeal 
question. 

Two at least of the major the- 
atre-owning defendants are expect- 


ed to open preliminary negoti- 
ations for a settlement with the 
Government while the appeal 


problem remains unanswered. 
Those two are 20th-Fox. already 
well in preparation for dickering 
with the D of J, and Metro Un- 
derstood the latter company in- 
tends sounding operations in the 
near future Possible action of 
Warner Bros. is sti unknown 


among. all 


Division of l 
companies is spotlighted by the 
Situation at 20th Understood 
that one of the reasons for the 
hurried trip of Otto E. Koegel, 
20th’s general counsel, to England 
last week was to convince Spyros 
Skouras, company prez, that an ap- 
peal should be pushed Koegel’s 
early confab with Skouras was 
pressured by imminent  negott- 
ations on settlement with the Gov- 
ernment 


opinion 


Metro ‘Exploring’ 

As for Metro, confabs among 
Nicholas M Schenck, company 
president; Charles C. Moskowitz, 
v.p. and treasurer; J Robert 
Rubin, veepee and general counsel, 
and Leopold Friedman, secretary 
will be held on the subject of fu- 
ture action. Meanwhile, Metro’s top 
brass sees no harm in exploratory 
talks with the Government to dis- 
cover what can be gained by set- 
tlement. 

Understood that ultimate de- 
cision by Metro would depend on 


| how much the Loew’s circuit could 


salvage by independent operations 
important, of course, be- 
cause of the repercussions on the 
stock of the company. If the chain 
would be forced by the D of J to 
divest itself ‘of a large number of 
houses, settlement efforts would 
be dropped 

Metroites are convinced, so far 
as divestiture is concerned, that 
the Loew’s web is immune from 
attack outside of New York. In the 
metropolitan area, circuit would be 
willing to surrender certain subse- 
quent-run houses but would insist 
on retaining the important first- 
run nabe theatres such as_ the 
Paradise (Bronx) and Valencia (Ja- 
maica) The claim is that these 
houses do not throttle competition 
but are entitled to prior run. be- 
cause of their de-luxe nature. 

There is only one possibility of 
appeal by the Little Three—Uni- 
versal, United Artists and Colum- 
bia—attorneys for these companies 
indicated. An appeal may be taken 
from. ac- 
quiring theatres in the final de- 
cree. This ban is feared because 
both the Paramount and RKO con- 
sent decrees bar those two com- 
panies from selling houses to afl 
defendants including the Little 
Three. Latter made an unsuccess- 
ful effort to knock out this clause 
during hearings on these decrees. 

Three companies want to pre- 
serve their future freedom to en- 
ter exhibition via showcases. That 
right is deemed important enough 
to warrant an appeal. Otherwise, 
Little Three lawyers have no big 
squawk against the court decision. 














Par Circuit 
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bans building new houses if they 
restrain competi- 
has already 


“unreasonably 
tion.” Question 
cropped up because Par has under 
construction a new theatre in Salt 
Lake City. It is believed that the 
D of J is challenging the new cir- 
cuit’s right to the house. 

Since the other majors will un- 
doubtedly be ruled by the same 
restriction when their divorcement 
goes through, the D of J is pro- 
ceeding cautiously. Ans ruling in 
reference to Paramount would be 
precedental, one way or the other, 
so far as Warner Bros., 20th-Fox or 
Metro are concerned. RKO, an- 
other consent decree 
would be affected forthwith. 

Problem is considered tough by 
legalites because the decree does 
not define unreasonable restraint of 
competition. Pat would like to see 
a ruling which would permit build- 
ing of houses in situations where 
there is a fair proportion of out- 
side competition. It has a number 


6,000 Miles Apart, Skourases in LA. 


signatory, 


of theatres planned, depending on) 
\ 


how the D of J rules. 


And London Weigh Appealing Decree 


Hollywood, Aug. 9 

Officials of 20th-Fox are study- 
ing the Paramount consent decree 
here with the idea of proposing a 
similar consent document to the 
Dept. of Justice as a way of ending 
the Government's anti-trust action 
against the company Fred Pride 
of the law firm of Dwight, Harris 
Koegel & Caskey. 20th’s attorneys 
is on the Coast in close huddles 


with Charles P.- Skouras, National 

Theatres head, and other top of 

ficials in 20th’s theatre empire 
[Twentieth is expected to open 


negotiations -with the D ot J as 
Soon as Spyros Skouras company 
prez, and Otto Koege general 
counsel, return from England. Any 
settlement, of 
necessarily involve separation of 
the NT chain from the parent com 
pany since the Federal court has 
ordered complete divorcement 

Whether a deal through 
will reportedly depend on how 
many theatres the new NT chain 
would be forced to divest If an 
advantageous deal cannot be won 
from the Gevernment Charles 
Skouras is said to be insisting on 
battling the divestiture question 
before the court 

Twentieth’s attornevs have little 
hope of upsetting the decision on 
an appeal to the U. S. Supreme 
Court. For that reason, the nego 
tiations will undoubtedly be pushed 
with considerable vigor NT top 
per, herétofore, opposed previous 
settlement dickerings unless they 
insured that his. circuit would 
emerge fairly intact 


course would 


goes 


20th’s Appeal Depends on Skouras’ 

Despite conflicting reports that 
20th-Fox might or might not ap 
peal the Government's order to di 
vest its theatres, the company wil! 
make no decision one way or an 
other until prez Spyros P. Skouras 
returns trom his current European 
visit. He is expected back at the 
homeoffice Monday (15) 

Skouras has been in Europe 
more than eight weeks and the de 
cree was handed down two weeks 
ago. As a result, he has had no 
chance to study its legal ramitica 
tions with 20th attorneys or with 
execs of National Theatres, the 
company’s wholly-owned subsidiary 
circuit Otto E. Koegel, 20th gen- 
eral counsel, who joined him in 
London last week to huddle with 
J. Arthur Rank on a possible 50° 
buy-in of Rank’s Odeon circuit in 
Canada, is understood to have 
taken a copy ‘of the Government’s 
decree with him for Skouras’ 
perusal. 

Execs of both 20th and_ the 
Rank organization in the U. S. re- 
fuse to discuss the circuit buy-in 
Koegel’s _ report on domestic 
divorcement will play a _ leading 
part in the discussions, since if 20th 
is foreed to give up its theatre 
holdings in the U. S. a half-interest 
in the Canadian circuit would in- 
sure the company of at least some 
profits from exhibition. Any money 
20th might earn in Canada is re- 
mittable. 

Skouras, who kas covered most 
of Europe and the Near East on his 


, current 


jaunt, arrived in London 
Thursday (4) from Stockholm, the 
same day that Koegel landed in 
England. Latter is expected to ac- 
company the 20th prez back to the 
U.§& 





Not ‘Finalized’ 
London, Aug. 9 


Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros P 
Skouras, here for huddles with J 
Arthur Rank on a possible buy-in 


of Rank’s Odeon circuit in Canada, 
declared the deal will not be final- 
return to New 
York He said negotiations have 
revolved around 20th’s acquiring a 
minority interest only and are stiil 
inconclusive 

Deal for 20th to buy a West End 
showcase theatre from Rank is also 
unsettled but any arrangement 
would leave control of the house 
with Rank, Skouras said. Three 
theatres mentioned as_ probables 
are the Odeon Leicester Square, 
Leicester Square theatre and the 


Gaumont Haymarket. 
que _ | 


ant for the Laffmovie's failure to 
play four features on designated 
dates 

Under an October, 1948 deal the 


ed betore his 





Reissue Firm 


Continued from page 5 


Rialto asserts it had exclusive 
rights from Principal to exhibit 
double feature reissues. This pact 
allegedly violated, the complaint 


states, when the defendant turned 
over “It Cover the Waterfront” and 
“Saboteur”’ to the Loew circuit 
despite the Rialto’s efforts to play 
the films prior to April 1, 1949. 
Plaintiff also wants $7,500 damages, 

Answering the Rialto action, 
Principal made a general denial 
and asks dismissal of the suit. 

For the theatre’s failure to play 
“Waterfront” and “Saboteur” in 
accordance with an allegedly modi- 
fied agreement, Principal wants 
$10,000 damages. Balm of $10,874 
is additionally sought for the 
house’s failure to sereen four other 
films on designated dates 

Both suits came to light this 
week when motions were made to 
examine Principal’s president be- 
fore trial. 





-20th’s Willingness | 


from page 
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, -Continvued 


Yank distribs then charged that 
Rank’s lesser product was riding 
the coattails of strong American 
features in  double-bills. These 
British pix, it was then charged, 
were collecting the bigger rental 
slice although the American pix 
packaged with them were the chief 
patronage-pullers. 

Twentieth, which owns a slice of 
British-Gaumont, has always been 
on close terms with Rank. Report- 
edly. Spyros Skouras, 20th’s prez, 
talked abandonment of the rule 
during his huddles with Rank last 
week. 
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SCHWERIN’S NEWS FOR NEWSCASTERS: 
_ FEW BASIC RULES MULTIPLY INTEREST 








(Fifth in a series dealing with 
the Schwerin System’s findings on 
each of 17 leading types of pro- 
grams and commercials in what is 
probably the most compre hensive 
effort yet made in qualitative radio 
research.) 


When the Schwerin System first 
began testing sponsored programs, 
many people in the broadcasting 
trade were sure there were some 
types of shows that qualitative re- 
search wasn’t equipped to study. 
News programs were high on the 
list. 

Now, three years later, these 
doubters are proved wrong by the 
number of top news programs that 
have been tested to the complete 
satisfaction of those concerned 
with putting them together. Some 
leading ones have sought repeated 
checkups after viewing initial re- 
sults—one major news show has 
had about 25 editions tested to 
date. 

Research naturally doesn’t in- 
vade the newscaster’s province of 
choosing what stories to broadcast. 
Where it does help is in determin- 
ing the best format, methods of 
presentation, degree of emphasis in 
terms of time, and the like. 

In other words, research recog- 
nizes it has no right to suggest how 
much ‘‘good” or “bad” news should 
be presented; if it did make such 
suggestions, it would and should 
be thrown out on its ear. But the 
Schwerin System has demonstarted 
again and again that depressing 
items can gain either high or low 
interest, depending on program 
format and presentation method. 

In orienting test audiences, 
Schwerin’s Test Director Bill Back 
and his assistants carefully under- 
line that it is interest in the item 
rather than liking for what took 
place that’s being probed for. The 
consistency of results from test to 

test reveals that listeners make 
this distinction accurately. 

Further proof is found in. the 
fact that items bringing bad tidings 
are often among the highest-scor- 
ing ones tested. An example was 
the effective handling of the Ef- 
fingham hospital fire story earlier 
this year by “News of the World.” 
It contained harrowing accounts of 


eye-witnesses recorded on tape and | 
reached the very high score of 90. 


(100 would be a perfect score, 
meaning everyone in the audience 
was interested by the items) though 
naturally no one “liked” to hear 
of this disaster. 
Think Twice About Tape 

Though there have been stand- 
out exceptions like the one just 
noted, Schwerin concludes from a 
mass of evidence that one major 
fault of news programs today is 
their preoccupation with recorded 
interviews, accounts, speech frag- 
ments and miscellaneous sounds. 
Poor recordings early in a news- 
cast have many times greatly les- 
sened interest in the rest of the 
show. In most cases, far 


(Continued on page 42) 


ABC Adds an Addenda 
To ‘Come on In’ Policy © 
In Bid for Small Clients 


A further development of ABC's 
“make way for smaller adver- 
tisers” formula is a new policy of 
permitting local outlets to sell 
spot announcements in its coopera- 
tive programs, starting Monday 
(15). Murray Grabhorn, veepee in 
charge of owned-and-operated sta- 
tions and co-op shows, feels the 
strategy will get its affiliates more 
national spot revenue. 

According to the new policy. the 
Martin Agronsky newscast will be 
opened to 18 spots per week. while 
several other cross-the-board shows 
will have room for 15-per week. 
Included are two Sunday shows, 
Edward Arnold’s “Mr. President” 
and “Piano Playhouse,” each of 
which will be able to take two an- 
nouncements per broadcast. 

Grabhorn’s strategy is to appeal 
to the sponsors who are unwilling 
or unable to commit themselves to 
costly programs and heavy national 
network schedules, but who find it 
desirable to use more selective 
radio advertising. The new setup, 
it’s felt, will permit these backers 
to pinpoint their expenditures in 

the markets they want. 





| 
ae . . | 
Radio’s Wiley Memorial | 
Chicago, Aug. 9. | 

Chi Radio Management Club last | 


week (3) presented a plaque mark- | 


ng the formal dedication of the | 


Margaret Wiley dormitofy of the | 
Off-the-Street Club here. | 


nated by the radio industry at large 
in 


Funds for the building were do- | 


memory of the late J. Walter 


Thompson agency time buyer 


Spalding Scrams 


| from 


Boycott Seen Likely on Chi Dailies’ 


more | 


| 


| 





WNEW Tennis As 
No ‘Love Match 


A. G. Spalding has torn up its 
contract with WNEW, N.Y. to spon- 
sor the national professional ten- 
nis matches over the indie Aug. 26, 
27 and 28. Reason for the move 
is reportedly that the station re- 
fused to delete a surcharge clause 
its contract, which protects 
the outlet against losses from spots 
which have to be nixed. Situation 
points up anew the complaint of 
several stations which take- sports | 
that they’re losing revenue from 
cancelling commercials to make 
way for the play-by-plays. 

WNEW, which takes very 
athletic shows, has aired the court 
games from Forest Hills for the 
last three years, always including 
a clause requiring the sponsor to 
pay for spots it couldn't move into 
other periods. Sponsor signed the 
pact earlier this year, according to 
trade sources, but last week asked 
the station to strike out the sur- 
charge clause. The station refused 
to do this, saying that the contract 
had already been signed and its 
losses might run up into a sizable 
figure. The sporting goods firm 
each year builds a tennis network 
for the Davis Cup and professional 
championship games, and _ uses 
WQXR and WNEW in N. Y. This 
year only WQXRk will be used in 








Gotham. Six other cities are also 
used. 
DAYTIME ‘CINDERELLA’ 
“Cinderella Show,” originally 


skedded for broadcast on WMCA, 
N. Y., from midnight to 2 a.m., has 
been shifted to the noon to 2 p.m. 
slot. Starting date has been post- 
poned from Aug. 15 to Oct. 3, earli- 
est date on which the indie can 
clear time. 

Program gives prizes to women 
whose feet fit a glass slipper in 
each sponsor’s store. 


few | 





KLZ News Editor 


CARL AKERS 


bracket. Here's the list: 


Richard Diamond 
Dragnet 

Dr. Paul (daytime 5 per week) 
Four Star Playhouse 
*Halls of Ivy (written 
Hollywood Calling 
Martin and Lewis Show 

James and Pamela Mason Show 
Ethel Merman Show 
Frank Merriwell 

My Good Wife (Arlene 


by 


Silent Partner (Faye Emerson) 
One Man's Family 

Radio City Playhouse 

Thanks for Tomorrow ‘daytime 
Tree Grows in Brooklyn 
Voices and Events 
Who Said That? 





News writer and announcer, Carl 
Akers s one of the reasons why 
KLZ's popular “Voice of the News” 
broadeasts are a must for Rocky 


Mountain listeners, 


KLZ, Denver. 








Mck arland Bill 
Revamping FCC 
Passes Senate 


Washington, Aug. 9. 


The Senate today (Tues.) passed | 


the McFarland bill to speed up 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion work raise salaries of mem- 
bers and top staffers and give the 

“cease and desist” 
The measure now goes 
It is the first piece 
affecting the FCC 
through either 


Commission 
authority. 

to the House. 
of 
which 
house in 


legislation 
has gotten 
10 years. 

The bill raises salaries of com- 
missioners from $10,000 to $15,- 
000 and provides for a reorganiza- 
tion of the federal agency along 
the lines of a panel system. This 
permits minor actions to be han- 


dled by staff members, freeing the | 


commissioners for more important 
policy decisions. 

Each commissioner would be per- 
mitted to hire a legal assistant 
at $10,000 per year, which would 
help speed up FCC procedures. 
The bill also prevents the commis- 
sion from instituting anti-trust 
proceedings on its own. ~ 


New Policy on Paid Radio Listings 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 

Radio and tele stations here are 
taking a ‘‘wait and see’ attitude to- 
wards the decision of Chi news- 
papers to bill them for sponsored 
listings on the radio pages. Ac- 
cording to some of the station 
spokesmen, the lag might well turn 
into a bovcott. 

The Trib is starting the parade 
towards greater ad revenue Sept. 6, 
when they are “accepting” spon- 
sored listings on a three-line mini- 
mum and 14-line maximum basis, 
with the longest paid listings get- 
ting the top spot in each time pe- 
riod. The Daily News starts its 
drive Sept. 12 on the same tech- 
nique, and the Sun-Times figures 
its starting date about the same 
time. 

Rate cards have already been is- 
sued by the Trib ad dept. to sta- 
tions, agencies and radio-tele ad- 
vertisers. What particularly burns 
up the stations, besides what they 
term “a greedy attitude” on the 
part of the papers, is that their 
listings have to be submitted so far 
in advance of date of publication. 
Thursday listings have to be sub- 
mitted the preceding Friday, a de- 
lay of six days, while there's a 
nine-day deadline on Sunday list- 
ings. 

One station spokesman pointed 


,out that Trib want ads, which op- 


erate on a maximum of 48 hours 


between placing and _ publication, 
get greater courtesy than the ra- 
dio listings. “What happens to 
last minute kills and inserts?” he 
asked. 

Smaller Chi stations, such as the 
FM’s and indie AM’s, figure they're 
going to be the victims of the 
“squeeze play.” The main bulk of 
their accounts are medium and 
small advertisers who will kick at 
any stretching of the ad budget to 
include paid listings, and the sta- 
tions themselves figure they're op- 
erating on such small margins now 
that any added financial strain will 
kick them over to the red column. 

Several vet radio observers have 
pointed out that if the stations can 
hang together on the “not one cent 
for tribute” policy, they can force 
the papers to backtrack on their ad 
policy. Most startling note is the 
warning of a station insider to 
“watch the Herald-American.” 

That paper is the only Chi news- 
sheet that doesn’t carry a regular 
radio-TV column in line with a 
Hearst policy here to “tolerate ra- 
dio but don’t love it.” The Her- 


Am, in a move to grab off circula- | 


tion by feeding its readers “a non- 
puff radio page,” might very well 
upset the apple cart by refusing to 
g0 along with the other papers on 
the ad policy. 


* Not on yet. 


Archie Andrews (currently sponsored by Kraft) 
Chicken Every Sunday ‘Billie Burke & Harry Von Zell)... 
(Dick Powell) 


Don Quinn) 
(one-half-hour) 


Francis & John Conte) 
*Post Office Box 33 (Eddie Cantor).............. 


The New Fashion in Prices 


NBC has drawn up a price list for its flock of newly-developed 
sustainers and it reveals the “new thinking” on what the traffic 
will bear today for network programming. 
exceptions as Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis ($10,000), Eddie Cantor 
($9,000) and James and Pamela Mason ($8,000), most of the shows 
on the NBC availability list come within the $2,000 to $4,000 


With such singular 


Net Price 
$2,500 
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5.000 
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2.400 
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Barry Gray’s 8-Wk. Stint 


Barry Gray has been signed by 

WOR, N.Y., for an eight-week run 
the station left 
ago. Gray will start 
|during his two-month 
‘from WMIE, Miami. 
Gray is under contract to WMIE 
|until April 15, 1950, with WOR 
having an option on his services 
after that date. He'll return to the 
Miami station around Nov. 1 to 
‘complete his obligations there. 
| Gray would join WOR upon expira- 
ition of his WMIE pact. Gray, who 
is represented by Jaffe & Jaffe, 
also has a WOR-TV tiein deal, 


two years 
Sept. 4 
vacation 


on he 


on 





Johnson & Johnson 
| Taped Out as WNYC 


| Airs Com’l ‘Life’ Series 
| Unusual situation of a non-com- 


| mercial station taking a sponsored 
program WNYC, 
New York’s municipal outlet, airs 
transcriptions of the Johnson & 
Johnson airer, “It's Your Life.” 
However, WNYC delete all 
plugs and mention of J&J. 

“Life,” which is heard only on 
WMAQ, Chicago, has an impres- 
| sive list of awards in the educa- 
tional field to its credit and the 
Gotham station is airing it as a 
publie service. Series is a docu- 
mentary using tape recordings and 
subjects include “Birth of a Baby,” 
featuring interviews with a mother 
+in labor, as well as broadcasts on 
juvenile delinquency, sex educa- 


develops when 


will 


| tion, blue babies and industrial ac- | 


| cidents. 
WNYC will carry the program on 
| Sundays at 9 p.m., starting Sept. 


'4. Deal was arranged with J&J | 
prexy George F. Smith and Ben 
Park, of the Chicago Industrial 


Health Division, producer-director 
of “Life.” 

Station is developing a _ policy 
of picking up worthy stanzas not 
available to Gotham. It is now 
skedding MBS’ “Northwestern U. 
Reviewing Stand,” which WOR is 
unable to take because of commer- 
cial commitments. Deal may also 
be set for WNYC to take NBC’s 
“Chicago Round ‘Table.’ which 
WNBT airs by transcription on 
Saturday afternoons or late Sun- 
day nights. 


‘LUX’ RETURN CUES 
CBS SHOW SHIFTS 


With “Lux Radio Theatre” re- 
establishing itself in its Monday 
night 9 to 10 CBS berth. starting 
Sept. 9, the two summer half-hour 
Monday occupants move to Friday 
night. Joan Davis, currently in 
the 9 to 9:30 Monday period, takes 
over the Friday, 9-9:30 time, un- 
der Roi Tan Cigar 
while the Abe Burrows sustainer 
shifts from Monday, 9:30, to Fri- 
day, 9:30. Thus the Burrows-Davis 
bracketing will continue. 

Shifts pose a problem on where 
to slot the hour-long “This Is 
Broadway,” now occupying the Fri- 
day, 9 to 10 slot. It’s likely that 
it will be moved to a late Sunday 





‘night period. 


sponsorship, | 


NBC Coast Lament 


‘Oh, for the Good 
Old Summer Days’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 9 
Now that NBC is up to its pro- 
verbial neck in production, with the 
Major accent on Coast originations, 
the network boys are yearning for 
the good old days. As, for example, 


|last summer, when but one web 
|sustainer emanated from Sunset 
|and Vine, premitting for the golf 
course, swimming pool breathers 
to which the radio fraternity have 
become accustomed. 

In contrast, however, this sum- 
mer finds no less than 10 NBC 
| packages riding the coast-to-coast 
kilocycles from the NBC _ Holly- 
wood studios. And, on the basis 
of program boss Tom McCrav’s 
plans, there are a flock of others 
in the offing. 

What the picture will be like in 
the fall, with the end of the com- 
mercial hiatus, is anybody’s guess. 
_NBC wants to keep on the good 
ones, even if it means paring them 
down to three, 20-minute stanzas 
to fill each hour of time. And the 
emphasis is on interesting clients 
in switching to NBC-produced 
shows. Which sounds like the golf 
course honeymoon is over—for 
keeps. 


Yankee Stubbornness 
Yields to FCC on Sale 
Of WAAB and WMTW 


Washington, Aug. 9 
Yankee Network last week gave 
up the idea of trying to persuade 
the FCC to okay the sale of two 
of its stations under a rental deal 
based on gross billings. The web 
requested permission to file a new 





application to sell WAAB in 
Worcester, Mass., and WITMW in 
Portland, Me., to Radio Enter- 


prises, Inc., on a fixed rental basis. 

A previous arrangement to trans- 
fer the stations to Enterprises un- 
der a five-year rental agreement 
plus 25% of the gross in excess of 
/$12,000 a month was rejected by 
‘the Commission on grounds tt 
'would give Yankee a stranglehold 
on the lessee. The agency had 
'ruled it could not approve a trans- 
fer which required the stations to 
operate at a profit if Yankee were 
not to take a loss on the transac- 
tion. 

Yankee is now prepared io as 
sign the outlets on a three-year 
lease at a flat rental of $40,000 per 
annum, with an option for two suc- 
cessive three-year terms.  Enter- 
prises would have the privilege of 
purchasing the equipment, alter s!x 
years, for $50,000. 





| . ‘ , 

~ Doubleday’s ‘Top Tunes 

| Doubleday & Co. will sponsor 
“Top Tunes” when the cross-the- 
‘board record strip returns to WOR, 
/N.Y., Aug. 15. Sidney Walton spins 
the disks. 

| Huber Hoge & Sons the 
agency. 
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NBC’S ‘SPLIT 








CBS 6.9 Plus; NBC's 5.5 Minus 


First six months’ gross time sales for the four major networks 


finds CBS leading the pack, with 


a 6.9°o gain in estimated billings 


over the corresponding period last year, while NBC is 5.4% under 


the first half of °48. 


ABC just about holds its own with 0.3 plus 


for the six-month stretch (flock of cancellations won’t show on the 
books until the fall), while Mutual, also hard hit, is 11.7% below 


the 48 figure. 


Coiumbia’s June billings ($5,409,150) are 12% 


higher than June 


of 48, while NBC’s $5,268,179 is 7°c under the June mark of last 
yeal 
June Gross Time Sales 
(Estimated) 
Columbia ....+-. CR Se A ere $5,409,150 12 
SL. vette obi aMe aedinaedek «are snery ep 5,268,179 ~— 7 
RN «4 eSUuialaue sts xedbsi nave 3,387,984 nin 
ee ME eee ree eee Cre eee 1,403,880 —12 
For First Six Months 
(Estimated) 
CRUDE 52:85 68ers dt cleona vs $33,605,205 + 6.9 
errs retry ada etree ee eee 33,489,085 — 5.4 
Ars 5c kAEME AES 655 beanie es . 22,465,161 L 0.3 
I i Settee aang kk nbc ¥ 2...» 10,279,274 auh:S 











Sarnoff’s Credo: F orget About Me 


And Grab the Coin, So Comm! Sticks 


NBC found itself in a dilemma? 


last week and it took no less a 
personage than the Boss Man him- 
self. RCA board chairman David 
Sarnoff, to ease the network out 
of an awkward situation. 

NBC had. scheduled 
Hoover’s 75th anniversary address 
for airing tonight (Wed.), but as 
a delayed show, since otherwise 
it would have meant cancelling out 
the Henry Morgan Bristol-Meyers 
commercial. ABC then came 
through with open time and sched- 
uled the Hoover talk live. Ditto 
CBS, where it meant only cancel- 
ling out the sustaining pickup of 
the Lewisohn Stadium concert. 
Mutual then got into the act, with 
a 60-minute delayed pickup. That 
put NBC in fourth position, with a 
late night rebroadcast. 


The irony of the situation is that 
Gen. Sarnoff was booked in to in- 
troduce Hoover. When _ Sarnoff 
agreed to the intro honor, NBC 
took matters into its own hands 
and cancelled out the _ Bristol- 
Meyers show in order to carry the 
Sarnoff-Hoover teamup on a live 
basis. 

The clincher came, however, 
when Sarnoff, apprised of the sit- 
uation, recinded the cancellation. 
“We'd rather have the dough; 
don't cancel any commercials, no 
matter how many speeches I make”, 
he reportedly told the network 
brass. 

Result is that Sarnoff gets the 
delayed broadcast treatment on his 
own web, while the rival CBS and 
ABC carry him live. 


Standard Oil (N.J.) 


Eyes Kostelanetz 


Standard Oil of New Jersey, 
which cancelled out of sponsorship 
of the Sunday afternoon New York 
Philharmonic concerts on CBS as 
an economy move, 
Sented a budgetary item in excess 
of $1,000,000 a season, has appar- 
ently reconsidered, and wants “in” 
again On a musical program. 

However, if SO of N. J. does em- 
brace network programming again, 
It will probably be on a split net- 
work basis covering the eastern 
States, with an approximate 
$600,000 ceiling on time and talent. 

Company is eyeing the Sunday 
afternoon 5-5:30 period on CBS 
and at the moment is seriously 
Considering a musical show built 
around Andre Kostelanetz. An au- 
dition record is expected to be cut 
within the next few days. 

BC pitched up Arturo Tos- 
Canini and the NBC Symphony 
Orch, but Standard Oil wasn’t in- 
terested in that cut kind of coin 
Outlay. (Symph summer series is 
Sponsored by U. §. Steel, but with- 
out Toscanini.) 





: Kostelanetz has heen missing as 
C ore erson faye nce Coca- 
O14 dropped Sponsorship. 


Herbert | 


which repre-, 





Stoki’s Dilemma 

WNYC, N. Y., got a letter 
last week from a North Green- 
wich (Conn.) listener, asking 
the name of the conductor and 
orch on a recording of De- 
bussy’s “Soirees en Granada” 
which the city-owned station 
had aired. 

Request came from Leopold 
Stokowski. 


Sealtest to Slot 
Dorothy Dix As 
NBC Soap Opera 


Kraft and Sealtest will again 
show up on NBC back-to-back but 
daytime instead of night. Sealtest 











is taking over the 10:15-10:30 a.m. | 


strip (Kraft has 10 o’clock), and 
pian is to install Dorothy Dix in 
the time segement, but reconvert- 
ing the present format into a day- 
time serial. 

Sealtest presently sponsors Dor- 
othy Dix on ABC in the 1:45-2 p.m. 


period and present thinking is 
to showcase the readapted show on 
both networks until the ABC con- 
tractual commitment runs out. 

Originally there was talk of Seal- 
test picking up the NBC “Thanks 
for Tomorrow” sustaining serial 
for the 10:15 time, but the com- 
pany has rejected this idea in fa- 
vor of the new Dorothy Dix format 
and switchover. 


NBC LIKES PM’S 
SMOKE RING BRAND 


NBC is pitching up the 11 to 
11:15 a.m. segment to Philip Mor- 
ris for cross-the-board sponsorship. 

‘Sale of the time would give the 
network a morning sellout, now 
that Kraft and Sealtest are moving 





into the 


strips. 

Philip Morris currently sponsors 
the Mutual “Against the Storm” 
serial, but whether an affirmative 
PM decision would affect a switch- 
over of that program or an expan- 
sion is undetermined. 


Kreml Likes Heatter 


Kreml has renewed Gabriel 
Heatter for a firm two years on 
Mutual. eftective Jan. 4, 1950. In 
these jittery days, the contract 1s 
viewed by MBS toppers as some- 
thing of a plum. 

Erwin-Wasey is the agency. 





| Divorce vs. Taxes 
| 


10-10:30 quarter-hour | 


. 


TWO SETS 0 





By GEORGE ROSEN 


The possibilities stemming from 
the NBC administrative reap- 
praisal being mastermind by the 


firm of Booz, Allen & Hamilton has 
stirred new conjecture within the 
NBC organization during the past 
week. 

As the deadline approaches for 
final action based on the wholesale 
siftings being undertaken, major 
interest centers on the far-reaching 
consequences of the _ projected 
“NBC split personality” blueprint 
and how seriously the complete 
divorcement of AM from TV will 
affect the top administrative brass. 

For example, 
been raised in 
the event of a 
|Co. as a 


the question has 
some quarters, in 
National Television 
distinct entity from the 


The Booz, 
survey of 
tration 
| stages, which is expected to re- 
| sult in a divorcement ot radio 
| 
| 
| 


Allen & Hamilton 
the NBC 
now in its 


adminis- 
closing 


from television, poses a_ tax 
problem for the network, 
should it fall in with the pro- 
posal for split operations. If, 
as some believe, NBC finally 
rejects divorcement and runs 
AM-TV as a single corporate 
setup, it’s the tax factor that 
| would probably be the clincher. 
| It’s no secret that the cur- 
rent video losses (and _ that 
goes not only for NBC, but 
right down the line where, 
basically, one company is in- 
volved), are being written off 
from radio profits. But once 
NBC television and NBC radio 
are on their own, those AM 
taxes will still be around—but 

those TV losses will be strict- 
| ly losses. 


} 











National Broadcasting Co. (which 
now looms as a foregone conclu- 
sion), will the split down the mid- 
dle be so drastic as to leave Niles 
Trammell presiding over the AM 
dynasty, with another personality 
moved in as the video prexy? 

By the same token, some of the 
network officials are asking, will 
the B A & H “Operations: NBC” 
blueprint split up the press, promo- 
tion and sales divisions so as to in- 
vite TV execs on a parralel Jevel 
with Syd Eiges, veepee of NBC 
press; Charles Hammond, veepee 
promotional braintruster, and vee- 
pee Harry C. Kopf, the web’s No. 1 
sales administrator. 

Sentiment appears to be that if 
the Trammell presidency is ex- 

(Continued on page 42) 


RR HOUR STILL RUNS, 
~" UT WITH 2006 LESS 


The Assn. of American Railroads, 
'which sponsors the “Railroad 
| Hour” Monday nights on ABC, has 
decided in favor of continuing in 
the fall, half-hour, rather than 45- 
minute program. Gordon 
will continue in the top singing 
role. Change in format is sched- 
uled to take effect in the fall. 

Association is cutting back to the 
tune of about $200,000, with ABC 
taking the major rap on loss of 
15-minute billings. 

Benton & Bowles is the agency. 








Why Be Halff Safe! 


San Antonio. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
You're slipping! 
In the good old days, the head- 
ing for the letter written by Manny 
Manheim and printed on page 25 


of the Aug. 3 issue would have 
read. “Manheim Measures May- 
hem” instead ot “Radio's 2400 


Murders a Year.” 
Unless you can get back to your 
old form, am afraid I will have to 


cancel my subscription. 


Hugh A. L. Half 
President & General Manager, 
{ WOAI, San Antonio 


| 


MacRie | 


'Gruen Watch Co. 
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NBC's $5,000,000 Show Packet to Be 


TOP ECHELON? Unveiled at Greenbriar Convention: 


Bids Clients to ‘Discard the Old’ 


The New Treatment 


In line with NBC's ne 
icy OL concentrating on In- 
dividual personalities for a 
big-time building a dovetailing 
of program, promotion 
and recording activity, the net- 
work is” getting ready to 
“spring”? Mindy Carson, singer 
currently at the Copacabana, 
N. Y. nitery. 

Similar to the treatment re- 
cently accorded Dennis Day 
(thought in his case it involved 
an establish personality!, NBC 
will give Miss Carson lots of 
hoopla in prepping a half-hour 
radio show for her, with a day- 
and-date RCA-Victor release, 

and all-out publicity and pro- 
motion. 





pol- 


press, 


Looks Like Pot 
Of Old Gold Coin 
On NBC Horizon 


The Old Gold-sponsored “Orig- 
AM 


going 





inal Amateur Hour” (both the 
and TV still 
through multiple 
When the 
smoke clears away, it’s likely that 
NBC will cop both the radio and 
ABC 


versions) is 
the 
checkerboard maneuvers 


throes of 


television billings away from 
and DuMont, respectively. 

The 
heard 
during the past 
been shifted to 
on the same network (pitting Old 
Gold in competition with its ABC- 
TV “Stop the Music.”) Now NBC 
has stepped into the picture and 
has offered OG the Friday night 
8 to 9 hour for the AM edition. 
Negotiations are still going on. 
Switchover would mean a hefty 
billings loss for ABC. 

There's still some uncertainty as 
to how the TV “Original Amateur 
Hour” situation will resolve itself. 
At the moment it’s scheduled to 
switch from DuMont to Tuesday 
night 9 to 10 on NBC in November. 

Originally, OG dickered for 
Monday night on CBS, but the lat- 
ter web was unable to clear all the 
stations. Same situation now ap- 
plies to NBC, with DuMont step- 
ping in and grabbing off Erie, Buf- 
falo and Rochester TV outlets for 
the Tuesday hour, blocking a 
through cable to Chicago. 


DE SOTO MAY BECKON 
TO ‘HWOOD CALLING 


Plymouth - DeSoto dealers, who 


version, 
ABC 

just 
nights 


hour-long radio 
Wednesday nights on 
season, has 


Thursday 


its share of woes for 


sponsor the CBS “Hit the Jackpot” | 


show, apparently are sold on give- 
aways. Auto dealers association is 
now mulling picking up the tab on 
a half-hour of the 60-minute new 
NBC “Hollywood Calling” show. 
Other half of “Hollywood Call- 
ing” has already been 





Qnaway’s ‘Maxon Day’ 


Onaway, Mich., Aug. 9. 

Lou R. Maxon, prexy of the ad 
agency that bears his name, was 
feted with a “Maxon Dav” celebra- 
tion Sunday (7) honoring Onaway’s 
native son who has helped this 
town’s needy with financial contri- 
butions. 

Events included a parade, dedi- 
cation of Maxon Field, the local 
ball park and a special edition of 
of the Onaway News. 


| riodically 


sold to 


NBC promises a “hot agenda” 
for its upcoming convention (Sept. 
7-11) at Greenbriar, White Sulphur 
Springs. W. Va., with the No. J 
spotlight grabber the revelation 


that it is ready to spend $5,000,000 
within the span of a single year to 


carry out prexyv Niles Trammell's 
promise of “bigger, better and 
fresher shows.” 


Trammell will tell how, since he 
initially set forth before the NBC 
affiliates at the Chicago powwow 
six months ago the ambitious pro- 
gramming plans for 1949, NBC has 
already splurged to the tune of 
nearly $1,250,000 in a new bid for 
dominance, 

Trammell will also set before 
the convention the impressive list 
ot projected airers and_ those 
already “packaged and ready to 


go,’ including Eddie Cantor's “Post 
Office Box 33;" the Mary Martin- 
Ezio Pinza vehicle; Don Quinn’s 


“Halls of Ivy;” the “Senator Clag- 
horn Show;” the Hank Ladd show; 
Phil Foster’s “Inside Brooklyn;” 
Frances Langford's “Just Bridget;” 
Douglas Fairbanks in “The Silent 
Men” (based on State Dept. 
stories), a new Claudette Colbert 
show, aud the upcoming Eddie Al- 
bert cross-the-board morning pro- 
gram 

The convention 
prised of 


will also be ap- 
the web’s contemplated 


time-table ‘“‘face lift’ designed to 
break awav from traditional half- 
hour and quarter-hour slotting to 
permit for 20-minute formats and 
other flexible programming 
schemes 

The $5,000,000 program blue- 
print, inspired by NBC's ‘‘do-some- 


thing’ credo in the wake of the 
top-talent exodus to CBS, repre- 
sents probably the most ambitious 
concentrated coin splurge in radio 
annals. It has also sparked a deci- 
sion on the part of NBC to concen- 
trate on sale of NBC. properties 
and packages, even to the extent 
of inviting established clients to 
discard worn-out stanzas in favor 
of the fresher elements’ being 
brought into radio by the network. 


Agencies Toughie: 
Pleasing Everyone 


Figured among the most head- 
ache producing, toughest-to-handle 
accounts in radio programming are 
those involving combined sponsor- 
ship of utility operations, such as 





the Assn. of American Railroads, 
Electric Power Cos., ete Some- 
times the agencies wonder if it’s 


worth all the trouble. 

Handling the railroad combine, 
for example, presents more then 
Benton & 


Bowles. On a recent stanza of the 
musical show, one of the lyrics 
made mention of the Santa Fe. 


The other railroads involved in the 
sponsorship let out a squawk that 
could be heard.in-Atcheson and 
Topeka as well. 

Similar “sensitivities’’ have pe- 
cropped up with the 
same client, and N. W. Ayer, which 
handles the Electric Cos., is re- 
portediy alerted to the same 
watchfulness on script continuity. 


The Phila. Story 


Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 

The city is telling its role in 
American history to the nation this 
week, via WCAU and the CBS net- 
work. A of five afternoon 
broadcasts, beginning today ‘Tues.) 
and continuing through Saturday, 
will present through interviews a 





series 


group of prominent locals and 
authorities on Philadelphia mat- 
ters. 

The series was conceived by 
WCAU and the interviewers are 
Norris West and Dwight Cooke, 


of the station’s public affairs de- 
partment The programs go con 
daily from 4:45 to 5 p.m. 


Le a na a la al, 
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‘Top of 


the Dial’ Woes Pile Up For 


N. Y. Times WOXR: New Protests 


Washington, Aug. 9. 

New York Times’ WQXR is keep- | 
ing an eagle eye to protect its| 
1560 ke signal from interference 
by new stations near the top of 
the dial. The Times is not only 
worried about losing listeners to 
its present 10 kw operation but 
also to its proposed 50 kw facility 
which is pending before the FCC. 
Last week, WQXR protested to 
the Commission against its recent 
grant without a hearing of a 1 kw 


daytimer in Fitchburg, Mass., 
which will use the 1580 ke fre- 
quency. The Times claims its 


listeners in this part of the country 
will be unable to tune in WQXR 
because of the Fitchburg outlet 
and that it is entitled to protection 


against interference under its 
status as a Class I-B station. It 
submitted engineering evidence 
that the Fitchburg station would 
cause interference in a rural area 
having 15,700 people. With its 
proposed 50 kw power, an area 


of 21,000 people would be affected. 

The Times petition to the FCC 
said the authorization to Fitchburg 
law” in that it 


is “contrary to 
results in “real, destructive and 
ruinous interference” to a _ sub- 


stantial portion of WQXR’s service 
area now free of interference. The 
FCC action was further charac- 
terized as resulting in “an arbi- 
trary curtailment and reduction” 


of the service areas which WQXR | 
proposes and expects to serve, thus | 
depriving it of proper considera- | 
the Communications | 


tion under 
Act and the Fifth Amendment of 
the Consitution. 

Therefore, WQXR requested the 
Commission to reconsider the 
authorization to Fitchburg and 
hold a hearing in which it is made 
a party. 

Recently, The Times attempted 
to prevent the Commission from 
allowing WPTR in Albany, N. Y., 
to commence operations with 50 
kw on 1540 ke. The U. S. Court 
of Appeals of the District of Co- 
lumbia refused to grant a stay 
order on WQXR’s contention that 
it should be protected from in- 
terference. Previously, the Com- 
mission held that only a_ small 
number of WQXR listeners would 
be affected. 


Arbiters to Rule 
On Tape for Hope 


Los Angeles, Aug. 9. 
Arbitration on the issue of tap- 





ing the Bob Hope show next sea-| 


son comes up for hearing tomor- 
row (10) at offices of American Ar- 
bitration Assn. Charles Luckman, 
prexy of Lever Bros., sponsor of 
the Hope session, has contested the 
right of Hope to tape record his 
shows and efforts at a compromise 
failed. Hope insists on taping so 
he can travel the show. 

Both sides had made concessions, 
Luckman giving in on five tapes 
in each 13-week cycle but Hope 
held out for more. 


GARRY MOORE SIGNS 
FOR DAYTIME STRIP 


Garry Moore has been signed by 
CBS for a five-a-week hour day- 
time strip starting in late Septem- 
ber. It marks his return to the 
type of show which first brought 
him to the attention of Coast pro- 
ducers and resulted in his long as- 
sociation with Jimmy Durante and 
later as successor to Phil Baker on 
“Take It Or Leave It” and “Break- 
fast in Hollywood.” 

Show will be sold in segments to 
participating sponsors. 





ALLIS-CHALMERS STICKS 
Chicago, Aug. 9. 

Allis-Chalmers has renewed Na- 
tional Farm and Home Hour on 
NBC for the fifth year, starting 
Sept. 10 for 52 weeks. Vet agri- 
culture show has been aired over 
the net since 1928. 

Account was sold here by NBC 
central division through Bert S. 
Gittins agency, Milwaukee. No 
ehange in time—farm show stays 
at 12 (noon) Saturdays. 





+ 





Liquor? Yes & No! 


Local stations are about 
equally divided on the ques- 
tion of accepting liquor adver- 
tising, with slightly more than 
50% against taking the spirit 
biz at present. Hesitancy was 
reported by the National Assn. 
of Radio Station Representa- 
tives, which polled its mem- 
bers on the attitude of the out- 
lets they service. 

Most stations declared that 
they were finding it difficult to 
make up their minds, wanting 
further talks with other broad- 
casters in their cities and 
states. A large number of 
those saying that they wouldn’t 
accept the alcoholic accounts 
say they wouldn’t want to be 
the first to break the ice, but 
might later go along with the 
tide if hard liquor advertising 
became a widespread radio 
practice. 

Almost all stations said that 
if liquor commercials were ac- 
cepted, they would be aired 
only after 10 p.m, and that 
copy would have to pass a criti- 
cal test. 


Free Gasoline Offer On 
WJBK Throws 100,000 








Detroit, Aug. 9. 

The greatest instantaneous re- 
sponse by a Detroit radio audience 
‘in recent years occurred Friday 
(5) following an announcement by 
WJBK disk jockey Ed McKenzie, 
known as Jack the Bellboy. 

| Announcement threw 100,000 
phones out of order, according to 
the Michigan Bell Telephone Co. 
The station complied with a Michi- 
gan Bell request that it urge its 
listeners to stop calling. 

This is what happened: 

At about 4:30 p.m., Jack the 
Bellboy played, in succession, five 
types of singing commercials used 
‘to advertise Speedway gasoline. He 
|asked his radio audience which 
type they liked best. 

As an inducement to get audi- 
ence reaction, he said the first 100 
persons calling and giving their 
opinions would be given five gal- 
lons of gasoline free. 
| The Bellboy gave the telephone 
number just once and announced 
‘the offer of free gasoline just once. 

Within minutes, Michigan Bell 
'phoned WJBK demanding to know 
|“what the heck you are trying to 
pull.” A telephone spokesman ex- 
plained that 10 exchanges each 
serving 10,000 telephones were out 
of order. He said whenever 200 
or more calls are received simul- 
taneously by any one exchange, it 
just blows a fuse or something. 
| Right after talking to telephone 
| officials, manager Richard Jones 
'got a call from a paint and glass 
‘firm wanting to know whether 
|“WJBK was trying to ruin our 
business.” 

Many of the Bellboy’s listeners 
transposed the first two digits of 
|the number he gave them and 
‘flooded the paint firm with calls. 

The Bellboy stopped a record 
he was spinning and asked his 
listeners to stop calling, explaining 
that the first 100 calls had been 
received and that 





called off. 


TEXAS WEB TO REPORT 
‘STATE OF THE STATE’ 


Austin, Tex, Aug. 9. 

Gov. Allan Shivers has accepted 
an invitation of WFAA, Dallas, to 
/make his first report on the status 
‘of the State government through 
its facilities and that of the Texas 
Quality Network. Other outlet to 
carry the airing include WOAT. 
San Antonio; KPRC, Houston: 
KRIS, Corpus Christi and KVAL, 
Brownsville. 

Airing is scheduled for Wednes- 
day (10) for a quarter-hour but 
arrangements have been made to 
allow the Governor to finish if not 
through at the Quarter hour, 





Det. Phones Out of Order 


Michigan Bell | 
had requested the whole thing be | 


Seek Fort Wayne Merger 


Fort Wayne, Aug. 9. 

This city of approximately 

' 125,000 persons will have four in- 
stead of five radio stations if the 
|FCC approves the sale of WKJG, 
| owned by the Northeastern Indiana 
| Broadcasting Co., to 
Wayne’ Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
| which owns WFTW, that city. Both 
| stations began operations in the 
fall of 1947. 

Sale of all outstanding stock of 
WKJG was completed July 30, at 
undisclosed terms. Plans for fu- 
ture operations, subject to FCC ap- 
proval, provide for a merger of the 
two stations, broadcasting from the 
WKJG transmitter. 


Spot Biz Wilts In 


Summer, But Fall 
Prospects Bright 


Radio has seen a_ noticeable 
slump in summer spot business for 
the first time, but fall prospects 
are good and by next year the 
broadcasters will have found ways 
of counteracting the warm-weather 
seasonal dip. According to T. F. 
Flanagan, head of the National 
Assn. of Radio Station Represen- 
tatives, the current mid-year drop 
in spot billings is due to the fact 
that the American economy is get- 
ting back to normal with resulting 
seasonal swings in business activity. 

“Before the War,” Flanagan 'said, 
“there was a seasonal June-August 
decline, but radio advertising was 
growing so rapidly that the volume 





of sales in one summer usually ex- | 


ceeded the previous summer’s. 
During the war many factors elim- 
inated the seasonal variations and 
in the three summers following 
a@945 the sellers’ market also tend- 


ed to flatten out the seasonal busi- | 


ness curve.” 


Now, however, with a more nor- | 


mal demand situation and lower 
warm-weather sales in many lines 
of business, radio will also be af- 
fected by seasonal trends, Flana- 
'gan feels. 

“But that doesn’t mean that the 
dips can’t be 
the NARSR topper told VaRIEty. 
“There are many fields which can 
be tapped for good summer spot 
business, notably resorts, 
agencies, ice cream, beverages, sun 
tan lotions and the like. Recog- 
nizing that there’s a midyear tend- 
ency for spot business to decline, 
stations and their representatives 


will make special efforts to bring | 


in this additional income. Besides, 
there are many advertisers who are 


learning the advantages of summer | 


advertising and the enormous au- 
dience for automobile, portable and 
summer colony radios.” 


NARSR conducted a study on 
summer listening which reports 
that the only important drop in 
ratings occurs on the “spectacular 
big shows.” Programs which re- 
main on the air around the calen- 
dar are not affected by the drop, 
NARSR found. 


Fall spot prospects are very 
favorable, Flanagan says, with in- 
quiries for accounts such as cold 
‘remedies reported very large. He 
estimates that spot billings for the 
last four years of '49 will be from 
seven to 10% ahead of the same 
period last year. 


CBS, IBEW PACT 





| CBS and the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
inked a one-year pact last week 
covering the network outlets in 
New York, Boston, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, Minneapolis, St. Louis 


and San Francisco. Terms apply- 
ing to N. Y. and L.A. employees 
gave a $3.50 weekly wage boost 
to technicians with five-year or 
over employment record and $2.50 
hikes to the rest. Slight changes in 
Salary patterns were made in other 
cities, retroactive to May 28. 

IBEW agreed to establishment 
of an assistant technicians category 
for TV work, permitting the net to 
hire new employees below the full 
scale. Other changes in the pattern 
of working conditions and distribu- | 
tion of hours will permit CBS to | 
substantially balance the cost of | 
the wage increases, 





the Fort) 


counterbalanced,” | 


travel | 


COVER SEVEN CITIES 1) cHicaco 


| describe a caesarian bit 





From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Hubbell Robinson, Jr., CBS program veepee, left for Coast Saturday 
(6) for two weeks....Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt will tete-a-tete with 
Norman Corwin on radio and the UN on her ABC stanza Friday 
(12) Gerald Maulsby, CBS manager of broadcasts, Nantucket-ing 
for three weeks Mona Fisher, ex-WWRL femme commentator, back 
to H’wood after two weeks’ pitching video shows at N. Y, agencies 
Scripter Sidney Reznick joins Will Glickman and Joe Stein on scrip- 


+++ 








ting Ethel Merman airer Bob Hoffman, WOR research chief. js 
passing out cigars for his new daughter, Steffi Wyn, born Thursday 
(4) WWRL to air “Spanish Amateur Hour” and stage show from 
Bronx’s Puerto Rico theatre, starting tonight (Wed.) ABC’s film 
director. Nat Fowler, lectured at Fordham U. Friday (5). 

Jimsey Somers, 11-year-old actress, convalescing in East Hampton, 


L. I., hospital. Youngster was hit by a truck while bicycling Saturday 
(30), two days before she was to star on NBC-TV’s “Academy Theatre.” 
Seven-year-old Norma Marlowe stepped into the role Doug Brown- 
ing pinchhitting for vacationing Don Gardiner on the latter's ABC 
newscasts Richard Keith added to “Lora Lawton” Humphrey 
Davis, James Monks and Grace Coppin new to “Backstage Wife’’ 
John Stanley joins “Lorenzo Jones” regulars....Tom Hoier and Wil. 
liam Zukcert join ‘““Young Widder Brown.” 

Beverly Hope, White Plains high school student, has been given a 
one-month job at WINS’ newsroom and promotion department as part 
of her prize in a WINS-Westchester Herald contest....Actress Hester 
Sondergaard, recently married to former Congressman Hugh De Lacey 
(Wash.), will set up home in Cleveland but commute to Radio City for 
her shows Les Abramson, WMGM music librarian, became the 
father of a son Tuesday (2)....With Bert Parks vacationing in Berumda 
Bud Collyer is subbing on “Break the Bank” and Jimmy Blaine pinch- 
hitting on “Stop the Music,” AM and TV. ABC’s “Piano Playhouse” 
team, Cy Walter and Stan Freeman, are cutting two albums, one pop 
and one longhair, for MGM release....Tex and Jinx McCrary will 
take on another chore, a six-times-weekly column on personalities, for 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune, starting Sept. 11....WOR’s “‘Luncheon at 
Sardi’s” using guests from other stations this week, including WJZ’s 
Tony Lane and Johnny Thompson and CBS’ George Petrie. CBS is 
also playing host to compefing talent when ‘‘Second Mrs. Burton” airs 
an interview with ABC’s Pauline Frederick today (Wed.) Edgar 
Kobak, ex-MBS prexy, in Chicago this week for All-Star football game. 
Meanwhile his Park avenue offices are being readied for his consultant 
biz....Fred Thrower, ABC sales veepee, left Friday (5) for two weeks’ 
cruise of New England waters. 

Al Ward, formerly of CBS production, replaces Ann Bastow 
BBD&O as “Armstrong Theatre’ director. Ira Avery is producer 
| Mrs. Asya Zucker is newest addition at WFDR....Scripter Margot 
Gayle to Atlanta for the funeral of her father. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Al Capstaff, who goes where Bob Hope goes as his producer, has now 
moved into his third agency. Starting at Foote, Cone & Belding, he 
trailed the comic into Young & Rubicam and last week berthed up at 
BBD&O....An unknown writer, name of Sam Schultz, dropped off a 
sample script for Carroll Carroll at Ward Wheelock. Next day he was 
hired for Club 15, which proves, according to Carroll, that writing for 
radio is not a closed corporation. ...Brewster Morgan back from N. Y. 
to ride herd for Compton on the next series of 26 teevee pictures for 
Procter & Gamble....Larry Gelbart and Larry Marks will be back 
next fall pounding out gags for Bob Hope....Del Sharbutt, moving 
spirit of the Century Players (legit) has installed remote equipment in 
_the theatre for weekly broadcasts....Alan Courtney, NBC's assistant 
manager of guest and station relations, walked the plank last week 
| with a gal from Bevhills....Alan Rich’s quizzer,“Managing Editor,” 
is being submitted to sponsors by three networks. He’s radio ed of 
Valley Times, hard by Hollywood, and format of show has participants 
moving up through the newsroom ranks from copy boy to m.e. Horace 
Heidt likes the idea for television. ...Campbell Soup picked up Walter 
O’Keefe’s “Double or Nothing” for another season. Metro also took 
up the tab for another year of Lynn Castile’s “Looking at Hollywood” 
on KHJ Lou Cowan and NBC’s Tom McCray hustled back to New 
York after working over “Hollywood Calling”. ...Larry Berns will pro- 
duce the Jack Carson audition for CBS, with Frank Galen embroidering 
the script....Sponsor interested in Don Quinn’s “The Halls of Ivy” 
_asked for a second platter, which was cut last week by Ivy Productions 
(Quinn and Nat Wolff). Probably wanted to know if the first one was 
a flash-in-the-pan. NBC will put it on in the fall, sponsored or other- 
wise... It's Howard Meighan’s turn at the helm of CBS and J. Kelly 
Smith returns to N. Y. but not until he gets his vacation out of the 
way Frank Samuels got a hurry call from N. Y. to talk over tele- 
vision costs with Bob Kintner. Net's Hollywood station takes to the 
air Sept. 16 Ed Gardner had David Sarnoff out on his yacht for a 
| weekend Mel Ruick around for a few days with his bride, the 
former Claire Niesen (Mary Noble of “Backstage Wife”). Other fugi- 
tives from the eastern heat wave enjoying the balmy clime are Vic 
McLeod, Earl Ebi and Glenhall Taylor... Mann Holiner, longtime 
agency exec, whipping up the music for a revue with his frau, Roberta 
Nichols (both ASCAP). Other radioites turning to the stage are Bob 
Redd, who'll musicalize “‘Lightnin’” for Broadway, and Tony Leader, 
who’s back there now directing a drama of artificial insemination 
| Don Searle and Jimmy Parks are now partners in packaging. Good 
combination—Searle has the dough and Parks the selling know- 
how....Terry Hayward is now handling Arthur Lyons’ list for radio 
| Frank and Doris Hursley sold “Short Order’ to CBS for the daytime 
strip, “Make Believe Town”.... Don Quinn deserted Encino for Santa 
Barbara, where he is now domiciled. 


at 


Fahey Flynn taking over .or WBBM news ed Julian Bentley during 
latter's vacation Mayor Martin Kennelly commended producer Ben 
Park for “It's Your Life” show on WMAQ....Two radio fathers here 
having bad time with ailing youngsters. NBC chief flack Jack Ryan's 
son is bedded with severe eye injury, and singer Bob Lee’s tyke is 
recovering from narrow polio escape. ...Writer Ann Coyle getting leave 
of absence from Schwimmer & Scott agency for European tour 
Mutual artist Jean Carson to New Mexico for vacation. ...WBBM con- 
tinuity director and wife to northern Michigan for rest... Hal Totten 
covering Tam O’ Shanter golf tourney for WGN....Lawrence Welk 
show airing from ABC Chi studio Wed. (10)....Emcee Hank Grant of 
WGN’s Let s Have Fun” program hosting film stars Gloria De Haven, 
Donald O'Connor and Charles Coburn. ... WBBM musician Jack Fulton 
out with another song, “Great Day in the Morning”....Don Herbert to 
: ‘th on “It’s Your Life” Aug. 14....Don McNeill 
emceeing Breakfast Club via phone wire from New York this week 
bra news director Bob Hurleigh elected treasurer of Chi Press 
ys -. Oak Park, Ill, celebrating “Cliff Johnson Week” starting Aus. 

1, honoring WBBM family show....Pair of Chi stations got congres- 
re 3 mention when Sen. Paul Douglas commended WGN, and Rep 

id Yates toasted WLS. Both outlets hit their 25th annis this year 
wes a Dutton back from Coast trip....WGN announces 

ent passin iga i xburg 
hew Mutual traffickene eigars for son born July 24....Jim Ro . 


Pe tere te meres CMe ee ee 





o 











Vv 


ma ore AS. SA 


ome SB FF AR =! 


~ 


-“m™ 


wa 8 fe 


wr = 


wr Ww 


- 











Wednesday, August 10, 1949 


VARIETY 


RADIO $1 








FCC MAY DOOM CAMPUS RADIO 


Johnson Slates Hearing on Radio COLE 


Liquor Ban; Tiffs With Fla. B’caster 


Washington, Aug. 9. + 


Chairman Edwin C. Johnson (D- | 
Colo.) Senate Commerce 
Committee ; 
plast against projected radio liquor | 
commercials by announcing hear- | 


of the 


ings next 


followed up his recent 


Jan. 20 on a bill to pro-| 


hibit all advertising of alcoholic | 


Johnson made _ the 


beverages. 
announcement 


in a letter to a/| 


Florida proadcaster who had taken | 


jssue with his attack on networks 

for considering Schenley copy. 
The Senator sharply disputed 

contentions made by Tom Watson, 


manager of WSWN in Belle Glade, | 


to members of the Florida delega- 
tion in Congress that acceptance 
of liquor advertising is for the 
individual station to decide and 
that the broadcaster has the same 
right to the ads as the newspapers 
and magazines. He reminded Wat- 
son that both radio and liquor are 
licensed industries, with the li- 
censees under well-defined stand- 
ards of conduct. 

“Of course,’ said Johnson, 
“there is freedom of choice in 
radio, the choice of thé listener to 
turn off the receiver, which you, 
and others like you, constantly 
hammer on as an excuse for pro- 
gramming anything, no matter 
how objectionable. 
choice that is premised on the 
theory that radio broadcasting is 
not a licensed industry, and that 
iis standards of conduct are the 
standards set by the individual 


licensee. That premise does not 
square with the facts. 

“The people in their wisdom 
established certain minimum 
standards for radio licensees and 
you and every other licensee is 
required as a condition of your 
iranchise to observe those stand- 


ards. It is not an effective control 
to tune out a station. Long before 
it is turned off much damage may 
have been done to alcoholics and 
others who are fighting to leave 
whiskey alone. 

“The truth of the matter is, and 
you apparently don’t see it, that 
radio could do itself 
Gamage by following the vicious 
policy you advocate of compelling 

(Continued on page 42) 


Shriner in Exit 


After Alka Tiff 


Alka-Seltzer and Herb Shriner 
are calling it quits, with result that 
the 15-minute cross-the-board 
stanza won't return in the fall. 
Shriner has been taking a 13-week 
summer layoff and was scheduled 
togeturn early in September. 

5 jilka-Seltzer is retaining the 
945-6 p.m. CBS time (show has 
been heard 6:30-6:45 in the central 
time zone) and pending a further 
decision, Alka Seltzer’s summer re- 
placement stanza, featuring Curt 
fassey and Martha Tilton, will 
Continue in the spot. 

Shriner and the sponsor were re- 
eervedl tiffing over the comedian’s 
Nai to cut down to three times a 
ps Ba differences also existing 
oud hether the program should 

aped or be continued live. 








Erikson Named Gen. Exec. 
For McCann-Erickson 


ae Erikson, who _ checked 
ast ween 00, & Eckhardt agency 
". eek as director of radio and 
son alg into McCann-Erick- 
and edt with the title of veepee 
he will te ne executive. However, 
or vid Ol De assigned to the radio 
I “eo end of the business. 
va Coulter is McC-E radio- 
his wad apeah Latter returned to 
threas.o weTday (Tues.) after a 
on eek absence. 
ones ah, ‘almers, former account 
\ the Ford show at K & E, is 


lat aganp,.’ ‘ 
tor, MEN'S new radio-TV direc- 


But that is a’ 


inestimable | 





Coffin Corner 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

There’s too much statistical 
baloney being fed radio and 
television advertisers, Joe Cof 
fin, head of Television 
search Assn., last week told 
Hollywood Ad Clubbers, who 
sat out a rundown of what the 
survey outfits are doing in 
town. He further charged 
measuring techniques are bad 
and poor logic used to give the 
time buyer a true sample of 
his audience. 


> 
a 


— 


Other survey monarchs de- 
fended their systems with a 
reddish hue on their kissers 


after Coffin put them in their 
embarrassed places 


FM, Claiming 
Maturity, Bids 
For Fulltime 


Washington, Aug. 9. 

Activity on two fronts gave more 
encouragement last week to the 
FM situation. The broadcasters, 
through the FM Assn., they 
were now grown up enough for 
fulltime operations and urged the 
FCC to raise the minimum sched- 
ules. The FCC took steps to make 
it easier for FM receivers to tune 
in stations. 

FMA’s general counsel, Leon- 
ard Marks, told the Commission 
that FM has now reached the point 
where it can give and Is giving 
service to practically the entire 
country but that some stations are 
still operating on the six-hour per 
day minimum. He filed a petition 
recommending that broadcasters 
with both AM and FM be required 
to keep the latter on the air at 
least as long as the AM 

Where the AM station is a day- 
timer, it was recommended that 
the FM affiliate operate a mini- 
mum of three hours after 6 p.m., 
in addition to the same schedule 





said 


of the AM outlet 


| 
| 


| 
| 


In the case of FM stations with- 
out AM, the Commission was 
asked to set a six-hour per day 
minimum for the first vear, eight 
hours the second vear. 12 hours 
the third year and fulltime there- 
after. 

Special 
given “individually 
ship cases.” 

FMA emphasized it doesn't want 
duplication of programs on AM- 
FM stations An FM licensee, it 
told the Commission. “should de- 
cide for himself which programs 

(Continued on page 42 


would be 
hard- 


dispensation 
proved 


People Will Still Go For 
‘Dignifed B’casting,’ Sez 
WHAS, L’ville, Director 


Louisville. 
Editor, VARIETY 

As a broadcaster, T was some- 
what embarrassed that the lead 
article in the July 27 issue should 
proclaim — that broadeasters are 
pitching their standards out of the 
window. I don't take issue with 
the facts in your story because, 
basically, they are true. The net 
works certainly are giving the 
heave-ho to a loi of policies which 
not only were sotnd when origi- 
nallv initiated. but, in my book, 
continue jo be sound even though 
business might be a little tougher 
to get a ; 

I think vou will find that there 
is still a sizeable group of stations 
adhering to the principles on w hich 
they were built. I think, in many 
respects, we are going through the 
same agonies the newspapers suf- 
fered in their shaking-down period 
I believe. however, you will find 

(Continued on page 42) 


| students and faculty. 














DHIHAW 


Washington, Aug. 9 

Campus radio sations, sometimes 
called “gas-pipe” radio and techni 
cally known as_ carrier-current 
broadcasting, put up a big how! 
last week against the possibility ot 
their being outlawed or curtailed. 
The little college outlets, of which 
there are about a hundred, have 


| . . 
been ‘operating for years without 
| regulation by the FCC. 


The Government agency is won 
dering whether they cause too 
much interference with licensed 
radio services and is considering 
new rules governing their opera 
tion. The student stations broad- 


cast on the standard band but use 


from 


very low power. They are, in ef 
fect, “radiation” devices, since they 
use the electric wire or other metal 
connections to carry the signal 
the transmitter. 

But to the schools and colleges 
which have them, the Commission 
learned from a batch of protests 


| the stations are important to the 


They help in 


| teaching a variety of subjects, in 


cluding speech, 
and radio production. 
also useful in keeping students 
abreast of campus activities. Par- 
ticularly in institutions where en- 
rolilment has greatly increased, 
they take the place of convyoca- 
tions and student assemblies. Ac 
cording to the National Education 
Assn., the broadcasting by ‘‘on- 
campus’ systems” furnish “the 
basis of the unity in the student 
body which is becoming increas- 
ingly difficult to achieve.” Such 
stations did important work in 
Europe during the bombing, say 
NEA, and would perform a vital 
service in a national emergency 
Some of the colleges feel strong 
ly the outlets can make a real 
tribution toward improving profe 
sional radio operations. Southern 
Methodist University in Dallas 


physics, music, 
They are 


Con 


boasts it was able to broadcast pro 
grams “dealing with some rathe1 


hot race issues” without having to 
suit the “weak-kneed ideas” of a 
commercial broadcaster. But the 
stations are not unaware of the 
realities of the commercials opera 
tion. Quite a few of them sel! time 
and are proud of their commer- 
cials. 

One of them, in Williamstown. 
Mass., seat of Williams College. 
points out that the campus station 
situated in a relatively isolated 
community offers both national 
and local advertisers a medium for 
reaching students which can’t be 
duplicated by commercial stalions. 

(Continued on page 42) 


WDSU Parlays Its 
Project Into H 


New Orleans, Aug. 9. 

WDSU garnered plenty of Page 
One space here as well as national 
publicity as the result of a smooth 
promotion idea, good showmanship 
and a sincere interest in helping 

needy family. 

About six weeks ago the station 
in co-operation with a _ leading 
furniture merchant and apartment 
house, launched its “Tenant Want- 
ed” project. Designed as a mail 
null. it offered a rent-free “dream” 
apartment and $1,890 worth of new 
furniture to a worthy family 

The project was conducted b; 
Dick Bruce on his mid-afternoon 
platter show. Hundreds of letters 
poured into WDSU’'s mail room, 
and after screening and investiga- 
tion. the associate editor of The 
New Orleans Item and two prom- 
inent social and civic workers se- 
lected the young parents of a “blue 
haby who needed an _ operation 
bv a Johns Hopkins specialist with- 
in six months to live. 

The father is emploved in GI 
on-the-job training. After paving 
their rent. the family had less than 
¢90 a month for all living expenses 
including medical care for the 
infant. 








ATES’ Stations in Organized Gangup 


On Baseball B’cast Restrictions: 





Chandler Compromise 


NBC Mobilizes 

NBC’s army reserve outfit, 
406th Mobile Radio Broadcast 
ing Co., which was activated 
at the web’s New York head- 
quarters as an organized re- 
serve company last January, 
is assigning additional officers 
and enlisted men. 

The present authorized table 
of organization calls for adding 
six lieutenants and approxi- 
mately 100 enlisted men. 
Training activities of the unit 
are devoted to the study ot 
propaganda and psychological 
warfare. 


Chi Labor Station 
In Top-Coin Bid 


For Local Shows 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 

WCFL, the Chi Federation of 
Labor station, is embarking on a 
big program expansion following 
the appointment of Bob Platt as 
program director. “The Voice of 
Labor” station recently completed 
a $700,000 plus physical expansion 
including studio remodeling and 
modernizing, a new _ transmitter 
and four antennas at Downers 
Grove, Ill., and stepped-up intra- 
station activity. 

While WCFL brass is keeping 
the lid on new program develop- 
ments until they are ready for air- 
ing. it’s known that Platt wants 
to hypo the Chi angle with a heavy 
infusion of local talent shows, 
besides dropping some ABC pro- 
grams which the station has been 
carrying. 

Prime reason for the new “bold 
look” on the part of WCFL is the 
fed-up attitude of station toppers 








with being considered partially a 
feed outlet for network shows 
originating elsewhere. Under pre- 
sent arrangements, WCFL takes 


ABC shows that WLS, which also 
has a tie-in with ABC, refuses to 
carry in deference to its own pro- 
grams or policies. 
This set up, WCFL believies, is 
(Continued on page 42) 


‘Tenant Wanted 
umanitarian Payoff 


An unexpected turn of events 
arose when the child had to be 
rushed to a hospital the night be- 
fore the presentation. On _ the 
morning the award of the apart- 
ment was to be made, Bruce 
journeved with reporters to the 
hospital, set up a wire recorder 
in a closet, and summoned the 
young mother, Mrs. Warren Boud- 
reaux. 

As Bruce told her the good news, 
she sobbed “God has been good to 
us” into the WDSU mike. In the 
following five minutes, Bruce garn- 
ered one of the most heart-rending, 
spontaneous interviews ever re- 
corded on wire. 

The New Orleans Item splashed 
the picture and story on Page One. 
The press services and Acme Photos 
sent the story and picture out na- 
tionally. 

Robert D. Swezey, WDSU exec 
vepee, said the amount of solid re- 
lations, good will and listener in- 
terest precipitated by the promo- 
tion was immeasurable. 

“T am confident that promotions 
similar to our ‘Tenant Wanted’ 
could be utilized by other stations 
with the same excellent results,” 
he stated. 


Gets Rebuff 


Washington 


Broadcasting Station 
by strong-arm tactics of 
baseball are 
Jept. of 


Aug. 9 


throttled 
organized 
resisting efforts of the 
Justice to compromise re- 
strictions imposed against 
casters by local 
guard attendance, Varirery learned 
yesterday Baseball Commissioner 
Happy Chandler, it is understood, 
is willing to make concessions to 
avoid anti-trust actions but depart- 
ment is being pressed to break 
practices which stations have com- 
plained against 

A recent decision of 
Court of Appeals of 
Circuit in New York, 
baseball is subject 


broad- 


teams to. safe- 


Federal 
Second 
holding that 
to the Sherman 


the 


the 


Act. is spurring the broadcasters 
to fight About 28 vears ago the 
Supreme Court had ruled that the 
sport was not commerce but that 


was before radio and the interstate 
implications involved 


Specifically, broadeasters are 
fighting a rule which’ requires 
clearance from the local team for 
the broadcasting of ahv game 
within a 50-mile radius. It makes 
no difference whether the local 


team is playing away from home. 
It can and does restrict broadcast- 
ing of nearby games at its discre- 
tion Among the stations which 
have complained to the Depart- 
ment against this practice are 
WISR. in Butler, Pa., which could 
not broadcast games of the Pitts- 
burgh Pirates because of refusal 
(Continued on page 41) 


CBC Won't Lift 
Canada Spot Ban 


Toronto, Aug. 9 


The request of privately-owned 
stations in Canada for a lifting of 
the regulation prohibiting spot 
announcements between 7:30 p.m.- 


bluntly the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. when 
the Canadian Assn. of Broadcasters 
sought greater revenue outlets. It 
was the view of the CBC that the 
indies had already been broadcast- 
ing from 500 to 2,000 spot an- 
nouncements a week and that this 
was an excessive commercialization 
of time on community stations. 

The CBC Board of Governors 
pointed out that private stations 
| were virtually untrammeled in the 
'use of daytime spot announcements 
| but felt that such prohibition in 
|the evening hours should be con- 
tinued as providing some check in 
the interest of -radio-listeners in 
gCanada who might be saturated 
during the good listening hours 
with commercial announcements. 

The independents also asked 
that the CBC permit spot announce- 
ments during network broadcasts 
but this was also refused as not 
being in the general interest, such 
requests referring to food and 
drug products. On the recommen: 
dation of the 
Health, the CBC judgment was that 
such commercials were not of a 
character that should be heard by 
a mixed radio-listening group of 
adults and children, particularly 
when the products applied to per- 
sonal hygiene or the workings of 
the digestive system 


1 a.m. was refused by 


Jas. Knox as Manager 
Of Lyte Van’s Station 


De Land, Fla.. Aug. 9. 
James H. Knox, former radio di- 


rector of the National Assn. of 
Real Estate Boards, has been 
named genera! manager of WDLF 


here. Station is owned by Lyle 

Van, WOR, N. Y., newscaster. 
Knox, veteran of 14 years in 

radio, has served with Young & 


Rubicam, Kenyon & Eckhardt, and 
Biow. In ‘47 he was appointed of- 
ficer in charge of radio recruiting 
for the U. S. Marine Corps. 


OO TY 


Department of. 


ES SITIES NS EE 


~ 























$2 TELEVISION 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, August 10, 1949 





FCC’s ‘Stop Sitting on Frequencies 
Poses Problems for Permittees 


By JACK LEVY 


Washington, Aug. 9. 

Video permittees stalling on con- 
atruction are being hard put these | 
days to keep their licenses, what | 
with the FCC calling them to ac- 
count and saying, in effect: “No 
sitting on frequencies.” A few 
years back, when channels were 
going begging in many cities it was 
considered a good idea to grab a 
ermit and worry about building 
Soir, when the medium developed 
more. Some permit holders have 
been content to wait until the 
other fellow starts his station and 
the nucleus of an audience has 
been built, always, of course, FCC 
permitting. 

In a number of cases, however, 
other would-be television broad- 
casters have been watchdogging 
the permittees even closer than 
the Commission, advising the 
agency that if Mr. X doesn’t go 
ahead with his station they will be 
glad to take the permit off his 
hands. Not that the Commission 
would transfer the permit that eas- 
fly, but there’s no harm trying and 
mavbe the license would be made 
available to the next in line after 
the lifting of the freeze. ° 

FCC policy on the whole has 
been quite lenient in granting ex- 
tensions—up to a point. But as 
soon as it becomes evident, either 
from “progress” reports received 
from the permittees or from infor- 





“Motorola’s Peak Jobs In 
Bullish TY Outlook 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 

Motorola is giving the lie to de- | 
pression talk in the radio-tele in- | 
dustry by taking on an additional | 
1,000 employees to handle all-out | 
production of its 1950 line of sets | 
coming out this fall. Increase | 
swells the total number of Motor- 
ola workers to record high of 4,500. 
Prez Paul Galvin, happy about a 
six-month record sales of $33,822,- 
368, nearly $7,000,000 greater than 
the corresponding 1948 _ period, 
said “prospects for business 
throughout the latter part of this | 
year and into 1950 seem very | 
favorable.” Motorola opened a| 
new plant July 1i, in a move to) 
achieve peak production before the | 
end of the year. 





Phonevision Bids 
For Chi Test Run 


Washington,’ Aug. 9. 
Phonevision, by which a tele- 
vision set owner orders extra spe- 
cial programs by telephone, may 
soon be tried out to prove its prac- 


mation from “watchdogs,” that ticability. Special authority was 
stalling is deliberate the agency requested of the FCC last week by 
begins cracking down. First, the, Zenith Radio Corp. to test the | 


system with 300 subscribers in Chi- 
cago during a three-month period 
beginning in late December or 
early January. 
completion of a new transmitter 
and necessary phone connections. 

Zenith told the Commission the 
basie theory of Phonevision is that 
TV set owners are willing to pay 
an extra charge to view programs 
of outstanding interest or enter- 
tainment value which are _ not 
otherwise available. ‘Such 
grams,” the firm said, “would in- 
clude first-run motion pictures, 
current stage productions running 
on Broadway or in other parts of 
the country, outstanding sporting 
events, etc.” 

The company Said a recent poll 
on the West Coast showed that a 
majority of video owners would 


permittee is advised that if he does 
not intend to get started soon he 
might as well surrender the li- 
cense, which some do. But if the 
permit holder won’t surrender and 
fails to show “diligence” in pursu- 
ing construction, the agency de- 
nies his next request for an exten- 
sion of time. 

For the permit holder, it’s tough 
sometimes to have to decide 
whether to turn in the permit, try 
to hang on longer, or go ahead 
with the full commitments toward 
building the station. If he sur- 


(Continued on page 42) 


Lucky Strike Buys 
U. of P. Grid Games 
For NBC-TV Pickup 


Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 
The Univ. of Pennsylvania foot- 
ball games will be telecast over the 
NBC network this fall for a ciga- 
ret sponsor—Lucky Strikes. 


Harold E. Stassen, president of 
the university, okayed the deal, 
although Penn reputedly was one 
of the moving spirits at the East- 
ern Collegiate Athletic Assn. early 
this year in the drive to ban ciga- 
ret, liquor and beer sponsors from 
collegiate athletics. 


Nobody in authority is around 
the university at the moment, for 
comment but it is known that a 
dozen cities will see the Penn net- 
work telecasts and the Universi 
will pickup between $10,000 and 
$12,000 from each game, which 
isn’t hay even though it may be 
edged with nicotine. 

WPTZ, local video outlet for the 
Penn grid spectacles, has Franklin 
Field again under contract this 
year and will telecast under the 
sponsorship of Atlantic Refining. 

The network telecast will cover 
from Richmond to Boston and sta- 
tions as far west as Pittsburgh and 





tra for outstanding’ programs. It 
expressed the belief that ‘Phone- 
| vision may afford the public sub- 
|stantially greater use of tele- 
vision, as well as affording to the 
broadcasters, and in particular 
those located in small communi- 
ties, additional revenue which will 
increase the feasibility of a tele- 
vision operation.” 


Gate on TV-Banned 





With boxers and their managers 
having banded together to outlaw 
for the time being, TV broad- 
Gus Lesnevich bout tonight (Wed.) 
at Yankee Stadium, N. Y., as a 
supreme test. There will be no 
"V cameras on hand for that one 
and, if the gate does not come up 
to expectations, the broadcasters 
feel they will have a clincher in 
their argument that TV is not the 
culprit the boxing managers be- 
lieve it to be. 


Managers have banned video on 


Cleveland. The games to be the results of the recent Ray 
yideoed are Penn vs. Cornell, Robinson-Kid Gavilan fight at 
Army, Navy, Columbia and Dart- Philadelphia. Bout was not tele- 
mouth. President Stassen, we vised and pulled one of the biggest 
hear, will make a fireside talk be- crowds in recent years. Broad- 
tween the halves at each game. casters claim, however, that the 





good gate resulted from the fans’ 
interest in the bout, 
receipts would have been satisfac- 
tory even if TV had been allowed. 
They point to the fine biz being 
hung up this year by such major 
league baseball teams as the N. Y. 
Yankees, Brooklyn Dedgers, ete. 
as proof that fans will attend in 
person an event .they want to see, 
regardless of whether they can 
view the same event via TV in 
their living rooms. 

If the TV ban on outdoor fights 
continues, meanwhile, it is ex- 
pected to throw a sever crimp in 
plans for theatre television. Indie 
circuit operator Si H. Fabian, who 
plans to have the first theatre TV 

(Continued on page 42) 


NBC-TV ‘Clock’ Shift 


NBC television has decided to 
move “The Clock,” half-hour who- 
dunit, from its current Monday 
night at 8:30 time to Wednesday 
nights at 8:30 starting tomorrow 
(10). Lever Bros. has optioned the 
show for the Wednesday night pe- 
riod starting in the fall and the 
early move will thus build the 
bankroller an audience before its 
sponsorship begins. 

“Black Robe,’ another NBC-TV 
sustainer now occupying the Wed- 
nesday night slot, will probably be 
moved to another night. New time 


period has not yet been deter- 
mined. ‘ 


The McCoy 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 

WGN-TV went the current 
flock of tele chillers one bet- 
ter last week (4) by filmcasting 
an actual gun battle between a 
fleeing bandit and 29 squads_ 
of Chi police, less than four 
hours after the fracas oc- 
curred. (Four cops were shot 
and the bandit killed by ma- 
chine gun fire.) 

Lenser Felix Kubik was sent 
to the Northwestern R. R. sta- 
tion here at 2:30 p.m., and 
filmed the free-for-all involv- 
ing tear gas, riot guns and 
tommy guns fired into the sta- 
tion washroom where the ex- 
con was trapped. WGN-TV 
carried the film on its 6:45 
p.m. telecast the same day. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








ITV to Pattern 


| signed 
| specifically to the needs of an ad 


Firm is waiting on | 


pro- | 


Bout to Guide Future 


television from ali outdoor fights | 


casters regard the Ezzard Charles- | 


averring | 


Tailored Shows 


New television package firm, de- 
to build shows tailored 


agency or client, has been set up 
by Paul White, former Continental 


sales manager for David O. Selz- 
nick, under the name of Interna- 
tional Trans-Video. Other officers 


include Lawrence L. Wynn, vet ra- 
dio-TV producer, as program vee- | 
pee; T. Newman Lawler, member | 
of the O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery & | 
Lawler law firm, as secretary, and 
Walter Keane, comptroller. | 
Dolores Pallet, music consultant | 
of the Radio City Music Hall, N.Y., 
production staff, will be exec con- 
sultant on music and choreography. 

Seeking to utilize the show biz 
background and know-how of the 
ITV staff, White said the outfit 
will not attempt to line up a group 

(Continued on page 40) 
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Kalcheim’s Europe 0.0. 


For New TV Talent; 
U. S. Barrel Scraped 


With television variety shows 


already scraping the talent barrel, | 
| Harry 
| Morris office is now on a 
'through Europe 


of the William 


swing 


Kalcheim 


to dig up 
vaude acts for Milton Berle’s “Tex- 
|aco Star Theatre’ and other vau- 


|deo programs which the agency 
| books. 
| Similar junket was taken by 


' welcome the opportunity to pay ex-| William Morris reps prior to the 
last season. 
|Acts pacted then, however, have | 


| Berle show’s preem 


| appeared on many vaudeo_ pro- 
'grams during the year and the 
‘agency feels that new faces are 
‘now a definite necessity. With 
|such programs as the Olsen & 


| Johnson weekly stanza also swing- | 


| ing over to a vaudeo format and 
| with vaude itself making a come- 
‘back in theatres throughout the 
country, the Morris office feels it 
can guarantee any European acts 


practically solid seasonal bookings. | 





“AMER. TOBACCO COIN 
FOR CBS ‘BLACKOUTS’? 


Deal is understood near the ink- 
ing stage this week for American 
Tobacco to sponsor Ken Murray’s 
| “Blackouts,” when the _ show 
preems on CBS-TYV this fall in the 
Saturday night 9 to 10 slot. With 
Jack Benny reportedly set for a 
twice-monthly video show on the 
same web for the tobacco firm, the 
sponsor will have two of the costli- 
est shows on video, as well as two 
of the top name stars, next season. 

Negotiations for the Murray 
show were started on the Coast 
several weeks ago. when Lucky 
Strike prez Vincent Riggio was 
visiting there. There are now 
ing followed up in N. Y. by CBS- 
TV sales chief David Sutton. 


NBC-TV Biz Switches 
_In a personnel realignment of 
NBC-TV's business department, 
Leslie C. Vaughn has been named 
cost and billing manager under de- 


partment chief J. Robert Myers. 
Other new appointments include 
Joseph Berhalter, in charge of 


budgets; Neil Knox, coordinator of 
personnel and office management 
matters; J. M. Milroy, pricing su- 
pervisor, and Robert A. Anderson, 
cost analyst. 

Joseph Fuller was named pro- 
duction facilities cost and billing 
manager, and Harrison Weed, film 


‘cost and billing chief, 








Channel Slicing 


ithe Committee on 


new | 


| gets four. 


be- | 


| casting network. 


vv 


‘Hollywood Presents’ 


Is Dropped by KTTV 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Motion picture studios’ nixing of 


its contract producers and direc- 
‘tors from appearing on television 
|is responsible for the !opping of | 
“Hollywood Presents” 
KTTV schedule. 


from the 


Original format of “Hollywood,” 


packaged by Ed Phillips, called for 
producers and directors to appear 
| on the show as judges with an eye 
| to casting talent in studio's pic- 
| tures. 


Phillips had to reverse format 


when studios clamped down on its 
contract 
switched to the 
writers and directors. Station found 


Program 
of freelance 


personnel. 
use 


this effective insofar as placing 


program talent in films and drop- 
ped the program. 





Stirs Philly Beet 


Washington, Aug. 9. 
Philadelphia’s beef 
sliced a channel in 
very high frequency band, which 
would give it three, instead of four 
VHF television stations, was car- 
ried to Congress last week. Sen. 
Francis J. Myers (D-Pa.) took the 
matter up with other members of 
Interstate & 
Foreign Commerce and filed a pro- 


over being 


the present 


| test with Acting Chairman Paul 
Walker of the FCC. 
Myers told Walker that Chair- 


man Edwin C. Johnson (D-Colo.) 
and Sen. Ernest W. McFarland 
(D-Ariz.) of the Committee agreed 
with him that “an obvious error” 
was committed in the proposed al- 
location. “It is no answer to sug- 
gest,” he said, “that Philadelphia 
would receive additional ultra 
high channels in view of the fact 


| that until such time as ultra high 


television transmission is fully de- 
veloped the people of the Phila- 
delphia area would be deprived of 
adequate competitive television 
service.” 

He said he felt that Philly and 
Pennsylvania generally are being 
seriously discriminated against by 
the proposed allocations. He pointed 


out that cities like Syracuse and Buf- | 


falo get as many VHF stations as 


Philly and that Washington, with | 
| a third of the population of Philly, 
He asked that the Com- | 


mission ‘make every effort to rem- 
edy this patently unfair and dis- 
criminatory allocation.” 

The Senator said he realized 
that the Commission is planning to 
open up the UHF band so that 
every community can have a televi- 
sion station. But “what puzzles 
me,” he declared, ‘is why the Com- 
mission proposes to delete one 
channel from a city the size of 
Philadelphia while New York. Chi- 
cago and Los Angeles would re- 
tain seven VHF channels.” 


Myers also urged Ralph Kelly, 
prexy of the Philadelphia chamber 
of Commerce, to have his and other 
civic organizations protest the al- 
location at hearings to be held 
Sept. 26 before the Commission. 
If it is sufficiently shown that 
Philadelphia ‘does not intend to 
take this unfair discrimination 
against it without protest,” he 
wrote Kelly, FCC will revise its 
proposal. 


DuMont Labs 120% Hike 


DuMont Labs, for the 24-week 
period ending June 19, reported 
net income after taxes of $1.779.- 
5987, an increase of 120° over the 
Same period last year. Earnings 
represent 83c a share on common 
stock after preferred dividends, as 
compared to 40c per share in 1948, 





when the net income was $807.246. 


DuMont Sales increased 87°, 
with $18,486,856 this year. as 
against $9,827,192 in 1948. State- 
ment did not break down the oper- 
ating income between equipment 
and receiver sales and the broad- 
It is believed, 
however, that the DuMont web is 
still operating at a loss. 





BBCs Light Entertainment Gets 507, 
Hike as Pix Oldies Get 


Brusheroo 


London, Aug. 2. 


A 50% imcrease in program 


time for light entertainment on 
ithe British Broadcasting 


) Corp.’s 
London TV service is to be intro. 


|duced shortly as a result of re 
|orientation of schedules. 


Change has been brought about 
mainly because of the inability of 
the BBC to come to terms with 
the film industry for a supply of 
suitable product and many of the 
oldies that have been used in re. 
cent months have not had a good 
reception. In future their use wil] 
be severely restricted and will be 
kept mainly for standby purposes. 
With this object more use is to be 
made of the recently enlarged 
BBC film unit which, apart from 
concentrating on newsreels, is also 
going into the documentary field 
and producing interest shorts. 

Despite reports to the contrary, 


the BBC is maintaining its Sun- 
day night drama program which 
still remains the highspot of the 


service and attracts almost a 100% 
viewing public. Up to the present 
time light entertainment has been 
allocated around two evenings per 
week with programs usually last- 
ing upwards of one hour. Present 
intention is to increase these to a 
minimum of three and possibly from 
time to time beyond that figure. 
This means of course that apart 
from afternoon transmissions half 
the program time will be allocated 
to vauderand similar forms of en- 
tertainment. 

With the opening of the Birm- 
ingham station to serve the Mid- 
lands in November, the existing 
programs will reach a_ potential 
audience of millions. In the Lon- 
don area alone there are now 
around 175,000 TV receivers and 
production rate is increasing every 
week. It is confidently believed 
that there will be an equal de- 
mand among the public in the Mid- 
land area. 

Programs from London will be 
received in Birmingham either by 
coaxial cable or by radio link and, 
whenever the occasion demands, 
the reverse method will operate 
and programs transmitted from 
Birmingham will be received in 
London. 

Important aspect of this devel- 
opment is the extension of the 
BBC range for covering topical 
events and sporting fixtures, in- 
cluding football, cricket and rac- 
ing. 


Libby’s “Auction-Aire’ 
For TV Seen Sparking 


Raft of Premium Shows 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 

Libby's signing with ABC-TV 
for a 30 min. lottery-type show 
titled ““Auction-Aire,” to start early 
next month is expected to kick off 
a raft of premium shows based on 
the same format. The John Mas- 
terson package will give away ex- 
pensive prizes on a “fustest with 
the mostest” basis, using Libby 
labels collected by customers. 

Talent hasn’t yet been set for 
the New York-screened production, 
but it’s expected a top notch emcee 
of the Ralph Edwards type will be 
picked soon. Show will go on Fri- 
dav nights in the 9 p.m. (EST) pe- 
riod. 

J. Walter Thompson agency, 
Chi.. which handled the deal, is al- 
ready rubbing its hands over the 
anticipated “visual impact plus 
merchandising” appeal of the show 
format. Agency spokesmen said 
that “it might very well start a 
whole new trend in giveaways.” 
because of the neat tie-in with 
sponsor promotion. 

Some trouble getting a govern- 
ment okay was a factor in holding 
up the three-week old negotiations, 
but producer Masterson secured 4 
post office opinion in the affirma- 
tive. As an agency man put it, 
“premiums are nothing new If 
business, and neither are gsive- 
aways new in television. We just 
combined the two.” 








109G TEX. TV BID 
McAllen, Tex., Aug. 9. 
Max Lutz, local buyer, shipper 
and seller of fresh fruits and vege- 
tables and operatfng as the Mc 
Allen Television Co., has applied 
to the FCC for a license © OP 
erate a video outlet here ‘ 
| Qutlet would be built at a ces 


,of $109,000. 
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TV TO PIX: ‘HURR 


~ ‘Kast-West 


Breakup of the talent unions’ negotiations on the Coast last 


week 


a ye 


end, resulting in a stalemate on TV jurisdiction, is one more 
evidence of the continuing petty, intra-union bickering stem- 
ming from east-west jealousy and executive jockeying for power. 
The jurisdictional squabble should have been ironed out at least 
ar ago. Meanwhile, actors are left holding the bag as diffi- 
cult conditions in tele tend to crystallize into standard practice. 


Bickering | 
| 
| 


As a result, television remains in a state of uncertainty and 
hundreds from within the creative ranks of show biz can only 


sit and sweat it out. 





V Creating New Sports Fans Daily; 
Boxing Only Game Adversely Hit 


Although television is creating 
new sports fans each day, boxing 
may be the only sport that won't 
prosper by it. That is the opinion 
of Les Arries, DuMont sports and 
special events chief, who this week 
blasted sports promoters who pin 
all their troubles on video. 


Even boxing’s current troubles 
can't be blamed entirely on TV, 
Arries thinks, although it may have 
a point in thinking video is not 
good for its gate. “TV,” Arries 
said, “gives the home viewer too 
good a seat. You couldn't see the 
fight any better if you became the 
fourth in the ring. That factor, 
combined with the reluctance of 
some promoters to give the ticket- 
buying fans a break on good pro- 
motions and popular prices, is 
going to keep the folks away from 
the ring.” 

As for other sports, Arries thinks 
TV is the best thing that has 
happened to them in years. He 
cited DuMont’s telecasts of N. Y. 
wresting bouts, which has_ un- 
questionably turned the grunt-and- 
groan sport into a profitable setup: 
the Roller Derby in N. Y. and pro 
basketball in Washington. As for 
pro football, in which several teams 
have already banned video for the 
upcoming season, Arries_ cited 

(Continued on page 42) 


Mary Pickford East For 
Buddy Rogers Pacting 
Of ’49-50 TV-Radio Deal 


_Mary Pickford is slated to ar- 
rive in N. Y. from the Coast to- 
day (Wed.) to sit in on final hud- 
dies with Buddy Rogers, her hus- 
band, and his personal manager, 
Mal Boyd, on Rogers’ radio-TV 
plans. Possibility exists that the 
latter may sign for a show that | 
would require him and Miss Pick- | 
ford to move to N. Y. If so, she 
wants to be present for the final 
negotiations. 

Rogers, who starred in his own 
video show on the Coast. has 
guested on a number of radio and 
TV programs during his current 
Stay in N. Y. As a result of the 
guest shots, he has received bids | 
from all the major networks and 
Several agencies and indie package 
Producers for permanent shows. 

eal is expected to be set by to- 
morrow (Thursday). 

It has been learned, meanwhile, 
that “Hollywood in Three Dimen- 
Sions,” packaged by Boyd and 
Robert Joseph and now aired over 

TTV, Los Angeles, may be the 
ees Coast-originated show kine- 
Scoped for national distribution 
— test kine was made under 
an" Monday night (8) for agency 
Sh _ eastern CBS-TV viewing 
sagt emceed by Alan Mowbray. 
sor fen on the air 12 weeks. It 
dines behind-the-scenes films of 
drar be finn regular feature and also 

amatized interviews with picture 
Personalities. 


D.C.’s TV Set Spurt 


Alth Washington, Aug. 9. 
ere ough the summer months 
Set —e to be slow for video 
th es here, July turned out to 
With r} ‘op month so far this year, 
of buve 00 receivers sold. Desire 
ocal aie to get in under the new 
fect A €S tax, which went into ef- 
tributed 1, undoubtedly con- 
h b to the July business 
" rought number of receivers 
metropolitan area to 55,700. 











Prayer—TV Style 


NBC-TV's “Swift 


Show” was 
forced to take the air Thurs- 
day night (4) with two hours 


less than the customary studio 


rehearsal time because of a 
last-minute switch in studios. 
Cast and crew as a result, 
went on with no chance for the 
necessary dress rehearsal, with 
all concerned worried about 
the outcome. 

Director Ted Huston, alert- 
ing the cast betore the show 


started from his studio control 
panel, was calling the time. 
“Get ready,’ he said “We 


have a minute - and - half —a 
minute—45 seconds—30 sec- 
onds—Our Father who art in 


Heaven.” 








Talent Unions 
Stalemated On 
TV Jurisdiction 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Meetings of the various talent 
unions on television jurisdiction 
going on here the last eight days 
have recessed with plans to resume 
at a later date in N. Y. Confab 
here apparently winds up in a 
stalemate on how to divide union | 
control over TV films. | 
Paul Dullzell, prez of the Asso- | 
ciated Actors and Artistes of | 
America. announced the confer- | 
ence would be resumed after dele- | 
gates have talked over problems 
with their respective exec boards | 
(Continued on page 42) 





Rockingham Races Nixed 
For Hub TV on Claim 
It’s Boon for Bookmakers 


Boston, Aug. 9. 

Lou Smith, executive director of 
Rockingham Racetrack, in nearby 
Salem. N. H.. has nixed the televis- 
ing of races at the track in the 
forthcoming meet. 

Smith declared, “I have no de- 
sire to help bookmakers in Bos- 
ton. New York, Chicago and every 
area reached by television. The 
new medium has been a boon for 
illegal bookmakers, and_it doesn't 
seem to me that this was the orig- 
inal purpose of video.” 


» 6 ° ? 
TV’s ‘1,001 Nights 

New half-hour television pro- 
gram that would incorporate orig- 
inal words and musie inte book 
musicals each week is being pack- 
aged by indie publicist Don Giess 
Titled “1.001 Nights,” the show will 
be written by Edmond and Alex- 
ander Cadoux, who have already 
finished six complete programs in 
the series. 

Giesv is now dickering with 
Bambi. Lynn for the femme lead 
Choreography may be staged by 
Pauline Koner. Show would be the 
second to present original music 
and lyrics each week, with Arthur 
Schwartz planning the same tech- 


nique for his upcoming “Inside 
U.S.A. with Chevrolet” show on 
CBS-TV. 


, ter join us now.” 


| talk. 


_—_— 


¥, HURRY, HURRY’ 
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NEW STRATEGY 
iH WOOD 


“You can't beat us so you'd bet-| 
That's the ap- 
proach that television is pitching 
to the film industry in an attempt 
to lure what it thinks 
lucrative new group of 














may be a 
advertisers 


into TV—and for the best interests 
of the picture business 

Pitch is being based on three 
primary factors: 

l. If its true that television 


might hurt the film boxoffice. then 
the best way for the film industry 
to overcome that is by hitting home 
with its advertising at the roots- 

via TV trailers, spot campaigns, 
ete. In that way, according to the 
broadcasters, the film companies 
can reach directly the customers it 


should be mosf interested in reach- 


ing. 

2. With all the talk now going on 
in the film industry about public 
relations, the companies are miss 
ing out on a good bet by not utiliz 


ing TV as a prime medium in its 
“we're not so. bad campaign 
Video can help promote the film 


industry in a way that radio, news- 
papers, Magazines, etc., have never 


been able to accomplish by pre- 
senting interesting behind-the- 
scenes programs about Hollywood 


and its stars, in action 
3. TV offers also a major exploi- 


tation and ballyhoo medium for 
the film industry, one that has 
hardly been touched so far. By ar- 
ranging for star interviews and 
letting personalities guest on TV 
| shows in return for the standard 
cuffo plugs, the film companies 
would get a new and highly ef- 


ficient exploitation medium. 
“__But Nothing Happens” 
According to the broadcasters, 
iim toppers to date have been 
paying only lip service to video. 
They've been talking about mak- 
ing special TV trailers and about 
probing video's ballyhoo possibili- 
ties but to date it has been only 
When the chips are down, 
film execs retreat behind their of- 
fice doors with a mess of year-old 
statistics in an effort to show that 
video is still too young for their 
industry to honor with its coopera- 
tion. This attitude, according to 
TV spokesmen, is only another ex- 


ample of the “cutting off your 
nose” routine. 
Backing up the “hurry, hurry, 


hurry” pitch, broadcasters point 
out that the film companies may 


already have missed the boat as far | 
as spot campaigns are concerned. | 
| Other major advertisers have con- 


market 
with 


the available spot 
bidding ground, 


verted 
into a hot 


the result that the best spot times | 


are already sold out. It is impos- 


sible at this time, for example, to | 


buy spots adjacent to any of the 

big TV shows, such as Milton 

Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre,” 
(Continued on page 40) 


WOR SETS CLIENTS 
FOR TV PACKAGES 


WOR-TV, N. Y.. which expects to 
start program operations Oct. 1, 
has already signed firm orders for 


three half-hour shows. Ronson 
will sponsor a_ simulcast of its 
“Twenty Questions’ and a_ food 
distributor will back two 30-nmiin- 
ute broadcasts of a John Reed 
King shopping stanza. 

Agency reaction to its “Opera- 


{ion Bankroll,”’ which calls for the 
airing of programs by indie pack- 
agers with the latter getting a cut 
of the revenue from_ spot an- 
nouncements, has been good, 
according to program veepee 
Julius Seebach rhe agencies feel 
the policy will allow many clients, 
who otherwise might not be able 
to pay for a full program, to sign 
for participating spots 


very 


At the same time, some of the 
series which had been originally 
planned as ‘spot carriers have 


proved so attractive to backers 
that one bankroller has decided to 
pick up the tab. Advantage of this, 
according to program sales direc- 
tor Norman Livingston, is that it 
gives the advertiser an equity in 
the airer and a franchise on the 


.time period, 
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Wynn vs. Berle 
Hollywood, Aug. 9 

Continued rivalry between 
comédians Ed Wynn and Mil 
ton Berle is being carried over 
into television 

Questioned here last week 
on the format of his upcoming 
CBS-TV program, Wynn de- 
clared, “Something old, 
thing new, nothing borrowed, 
nothing blue.” As a persistent 
critic of Berle’s alleged lifting 
of gags, Wynn is believed on 
the ‘nothing borrowed” to 
have referred specifically to 
the Texaco emcee 


Canada Sets Sept. 
Parley to Thrash 
Out TY Hurdles 


some- 





Toronto, Aug. 9 
In an effort to clarify the pre- 
viously dormant and wait-and-see 


policy of television in Canada and 
get the new medium more quickly 
functioning in this country, the 
newly-appointed Royal Commission 
on Culture has set four days, com- 
mencing Sept. 6, when meetings 
will be held in Toronto to permit 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp 
and the Canadian Assn. of Broad 
casters to present their respective 
cases. 

With television here a hot politi 
cal potato inasmuch as the CBC is 
the Federal-appointed body hand- 
ling nationalized radio in Canada 
against the opposition of some 90 
privately-owned stations, the Cana 
dian government has passed on the 
solution of the gigantic task to the 
Royal Commission headed by Hon 
Vincent Massey, former Canadian 
ambassador to Washington. ‘He is 
the brother of Raymond Massey, 
stage and screen star). Vincent 
Massey’s chief henchman in the 
four-man Royal Commission is 
Father Levesque, who has just re- 
turned to Canada after studying 


television developments in Britain, | 


France, Switzerland and Denmark. 
The complaint of the indepen- 


(Continued on page 34) 


Swift’s $1,000,000 TV 
Plunge to Be Analyzed 
As Guide for Future 


After almost 
perimenting with 
vision formats, 
through practically the entire pro- 
gram lineup, Swift & Co 
off the air last Thursday night (4) 
to assimilate the knowledge gained 
during that time. McCann-Erick- 
son tele chief Lee Cooley, who pro- 
duced most of the shows, left for 
Detroit and Chicago Monday (8) to 
take complete reports on most ot 
the shows to the Swift homeoffice. 
Meat packing outfit is not expected 
to return to the air until after the 
next fiscal year. 

According to Cooley, Swift 
budgeted $1,000,000 to be spent for 
TV experimentation during the 
three-year period and the agency 
‘stayed well within that.” Noting 
that the various Swift programs 
had pioneered on many techniques 
which have since been picked up 
by other broadcasters, Cooley said 
that results of the experiments 
have not yet been collated. While 
the programs have paid off in in- 
creased product sales for various 
Swift products, he said it would 
take at least 90 days for the 
agency and client to discuss the re- 
ports thoroughly. 

After several tesf programs on 
NBC-TV, Swift took the air in 
May, 1947, with the daytime “Swift 
Home Service Club” on that web, 


(Continued on page 40) 


three years of ex- 


various tele- 
which ranged 


bowed 


} ABC-TV's ‘Non-Expendable’ Layout 
Seen Establishing 


Low-Cost Pattern 


Unveiling of the ABC Television 


Centre in N. Y., due to bow with 
official fanfare in the next few 
weeks shows the reduced-cost 
advantages’ of large site de- 
signed specifically for video. The 


west 66th Street building, a former 


riding academy, is resulting in 
streamlined operations and mass 
production techniques that are 
cutting many costs below those of 
other webs, ABC toppers claim. 
Its layout will serve as a model 
for ABC’s Coast tele plant and 
may become a blueprint for other 


video operations. 

ABC-TV can 
with 35 stagehands, 
double that number required by 
inothe! network according to 
Charles Holden, production mana 
re) The reason, he that 
tele requires horizontal — space, 
while NBC-TV is in a vertical sky- 
scraper and consequently needs to 
paint some sets in hallways, break 
them down into pieces to fit small 
and them in 
Studios 


handle its shows 
compared to 


Says, 1S 


elevators reassemble 


the 


Unlike a Radio City operation, 
the TV centre has high ceilings, 
big load limits on floors, 16-foot 
elevators and better fire regu- 
lations. 

Biggest Paird Rig 
Typical of ways in which space 


and planning can axe costs is a 
$13.000 mechanical rig, the biggest 
in N. Y., which covers a wall 30 
by 50 feet. <A 50-foot elevator, 
controlled by push button, enables 
painters to finish a large backdrop 
in one-eighth the time of men 
‘Continued on page 34) 


Refusal of Film Experts 


To Move East for TV 
Poses Producer Problem 


Reluctance of Hollywood talent 
to leave their swimming pools for 
television work in New York is 
also being felt by indie TV _ film 
producers working in the east. Ac- 
cording to Lars Calonius, prez of 
the recently formed Archer Pro- 
ductions, the best film cameramen, 
technicians, animators, ete., are on 
the Coast but all the top ad agen- 
cies, and thus TV business, is in 


the east. And, because the film 
experts cannot be lured east by 
even top salary offers, the pro- 


ducers have run up against quite 
a problem. 

Archer recently finished a set of 
animated cartoons spots’ for 
Chevrolet dealers and a series of 
live commercials for Chevvy’s cen- 
tral office, which are to be in- 
tegrated into all TV shows spon- 
sored by Chevvy through the 
Campbell-Ewald agency. Anima- 
tion staffers have all had consider- 
able experience with Walt Disney 
studios, with Calonius himself hav- 
ing worked for Disney since 1935, 
along with Hal Ambro, also an 
Archer staffer. Others on the staff 
include writer Carl Fallberg and 
Tom Craven, formerly an exec 
with Universal and United World 
Films. 

Outfit is now conducting color 
tests on animated characters and 
backgrounds over TV monitors to 
determine color values best suited 
for transmission, pencing the ar- 
rival of color video. In addition to 


contracts for a series of filmed 
commercials for top clients next 
season, Archer wilitalso work on 


dramatic films. 


HARLAN THOMPSON TO 
PRODUCE WYNN SHOW 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Harlan Thompson, onetime 
3roadway musical figure and late 
head of IMPPRO, television pack- 
agers, has been taken on the CBS- 
TV staff by Harry Ackerman and 
will be associate producer of the 
Ed Wynn show for Speidel. 

Series kicks off live here Sept. 
20, with the kine being run off in 
N. ¥. Oct. 6 for the CBS skein. It 
marks the first big commercial 
show to go east from here on re- 

. corded film, 
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KATE SMITH CALLS | 


With Ted Collins 


Producer: Collins j 
Director: John Cleary | 
105 Mins., 9 p.m., Mon. 
Sustaining 


ABC, from Lake Placid, N. Y. 
Kate Smith’s new ABC show is 
short, or rather stunted, on enter- 
iainment values and long on its 
anxiety to build up an audience via 
giveaways. It runs from 9 to 10 
p.m. and from 10:15 to 11 Monday 
evenings and the chances are it 
will (ave a difficult time gathering 
a Hooper, even with the handouts. 
There’s too many other’ shows 
handing out valuable bric-a-brac 
Miss Smith's initial broadcast 
assisted by her partner, Manage! 
and mentor, Ted Collins, was done 


from her Lake Placid home. That 
means a minimum of production 
costs since it inVolves only the 
rather weak palaver the two gene 
rate, recordings, vocals by Mais: 
Smith and a_ pianist-accompanist. 


y there’s a vocal by th 
singer with full-band background 
It’s not explained by Collins that 
the source is one of Miss Smith's 


Occasionally 


recordings. It’s implied that the 
chore is live 
Contest angle is covered thusly 


Miss Smith sings a tune, usually an 
old one, and a few minutes later is 
on the phone with a listener, ap- 
parently forewarned, asking a ques- 
tion relative to the plot or the lines 
of the lyric. If a correct answer 1s 
given, a prize such as a kitchen 
range is awarded plus a crack at a 
jackpot worth $15,000. This conun- 
drum is to identify after a word 
description, an outstanding name 
The description is rather vaguely 
given and so is the questions Miss 
Smith asks relative to the pre- 
jackpot query. 

All in all, the new show contains 
a minimum of idea and a minimum 
of entertainment that might keep 


anyone other than those  fore- 
warned that they're to be called, 
tuned to ABC. Wood. 


VIC BARNES NEWS 
With Vic Barnes 
15 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 7 p.m. 
CHICAGO FEDERATION OF 
LABOR 
WCFL, Chicago 
Vic Barnes is another newscaster 
who reads dispatches with a 
minimum oi editorializing, thus 
leaving listeners with a choice of 
opinions on the day's news. How- 
ever, Barnes manages to weigh his 


press 


dispatches with enough labor news 


so that his sponsor, the Chi Fed. ol 
Labor, winds up happy with the et- 
fect 


Outside of a husky, authoritative 
voice, there is not much distinction 
many 


between his delivery and 
other newscasters. Several oral 
slips were discernible, but Barnes 
caught them and recovered in time 
to keep the listeners on the beam. 
While there’s a lot to be said for 
his school of thought re newscast- 
ing, i.e. to present the facts and 
let the listener decide for himself. 
the complete lack of personal and 
group opinion presents a danger in 
itself. The dialers might weli end 
up with no opinion at all, which 
situation doesn’t lend itself to an 
informed and alert citizenery. 
Mart. 


BILL & VAN 
With Bill Pope, 
berg 
60 Mins.: Mon.-thru-Sat., 8 a.m. 
PARTICIPATING 
WOKO, Albany 
New team monitors a musical 
clock on a block long handled by 


Bill Van Steen- 


singles. Their first joint venture 
holds promise of better things, 


when they polish rough spots, de- 
velop a tighter format, build up 
the public service phase and im- 
prove mike play. Program ran too 
slow ind too talky the first week. 
Possibly Bill Pope and Bill Van 
Steenberg were trying to avoid 
the bongy approach familiar to 
shows of the kind hereabouts: if 
so, they leaned too much in the 
opposite direction. 
Start of several 
dragged noticeably, as the boys 
verbally fenced in a light vein 
Stanzas gained speed when Pope— 
originally paired with George 
Miller on a WGY sports program 
and later his partner for WPTR 
sportscasts—swung into the sports 
department. He could build up 


broadcasts 


the baseball scores, tennis-golt 
news, etc., via brief commentaries, 
spotlighting of area _ professional 
baseball and_ possibly Saratoga 


August racing, plus interviews. 

Pope possesses a fair voice and 
easy air personality. Van Steen- 
berg. who has one of the most 
pleasingly modulated set of pipes 
hereabouts, registers at  three- 
quarter mark with a poem. His 
specialty at WPTR and WBCA, he 
reads poetry well. 

Pope and Van Steenberg sell 
the commercials—four sponsors— 
persuasively. Jaco. 


MARTIN KANE, PRIVATE EYE | EVANS SHOWCASE 


With William Gargan; announcer, 

Fred Uttal 
Writer-director: Ted Hediger | 
30 Mins.; Sun., 4:30 p.m. 

U. S. TOBACCO CO. 
MBS, from New York 
(Kudner) 

“Martin Kane, Private Eye” is a 
routine whodunit thriller with Wil- 
liam Gargan in the title role. 
Initial show Sunday (7) was fairly 
interesting although the situations 
were often telegraphed. This tran- 
scribed series is not spotted too 
advantageously on Mutual’s time 
slate for two other half-hour mys- 


tery shows immediately precede it 
and another detective Grama even 
follows it 

Presumably most dialers who 
have been anchored to their MBS 
station all afternoon will be well 
satiated with shootings, corpses 
and sundry sound effects by the 
time ‘Martin Kane” reaches the 
scene. However, dyed-in-the-wool 
crime yarn addicts will find ade- 
quate, thougn not outstanding en- 


tertainment. in Gargan’s adven- 
Lures. 

Inaugural installment had the 
film actor gumshoeing through an 
international smuggling case which 
drew most of its suspense from a 
murder at a Long island house 
party. Gargan was forceiul as the 
private investigator while the un- 
pilled supporting cast was com- 
petent. Piugs tor U. S. Tobacco’s 
tour brands of smoking mixtures 
were relatively modest Gilb, 
STARS OVER TEXAS 
With Lynn Coie, Buster Bryan, 

K. Burt Sloan and Orch 
Producer: Buster Bryan 
15 Min. Mon.-thru-7ri., 
GULF BREWING CQO. 
WOAI, San Antonio 

For the past nine years “Head- 


6:15 p.m. 


liner Time’ has been heard three 
times weekly trom the studios of 
KPRC, Houston, and member sta- 


tions of the Texas Quality Network 
under the sponsorship ot the Gulf 


Brewing Co., bottlers of Grand 
Prize Beer. This opus is being 
| heard nightly over the same web 


and varies from the old program in 
| that it is a straight musical show 
featuring favorite western and folk 
music. Airing is smartly paced in 
musical fare and coming at the din- 


ner hour should blend well with 
the musical taste of Texans and 
make them stock up on the brew. 

Program marks the return of 
Lynn Cole, baritone’ soloist to 
Texas airways. He was at one time 
featured on “Headliner Time” and 


for the past two years has been in 
Hollywood where he was featured 
on NBC and CBS and also re- 
corded for Capito! Records. His 
voice shows the added polish of 
network and recording work. Can 
sell a ballad well and is at home 
on the lyrics of any «ype melody. 
Best on airing caught was “Don’t 
See Me in You're Eves.’ Good too 
was his rendition oi “lt Tipped My 
Hat” and “Lopin Side the Lazy 
Rio Grande” an original song writ- 
ten by Steve Wilhelm. former nar- 
rator on “Headliner Time.” 

K. Burt Sloan and his orch lend 
good musical support. to 
Original theme melody “Stars over 
Texas” was written for the series 
by Sloan. A good old fashioned 
fiddle breakdown featured Hank 
and his fiddle was well played. 

Bill Brvan doubles as producer 
and m.c. of the airings and turns 
in as usual a high calibre job. The 
musical background to the 
G-R-A-N-D P-R-I-Z-E spelling is 
novel and ear arresting. The in- 
formal chatting with Cole by 
Bryan is well handled and lends 
itself to a homey type of airings. 
There are two commercials, well 
spaced apart and not too overlong. 


Andy. 


CANTOR’S ECA SHOW 


SET FOR U. S. RELEASE 
Paris, Aug. 9. 

On the eve of sailing home on 

the Queen Mary. Eddie Cantor 

transcribed a broadcast to be re- 


leased in the U.S. on Sept. 1 on be- 
half of the European Cooperation 
Administration. Aim is to counter- 
act the propaganda against spend- 
ing heavy dough to help the Con- 
tinent get back on its feet eco- 
nomically. 

Comic. vitally interested in sup- 
porting the Marshall Plan as a 
means to preserve peace, refused 
to accept any money either for his 
work or expenses. 

Script was written by William N. 
Robson, who came up from the 
Riviera for the waxing. Session 
was attended by Ed Gruskin, ECA 
radio head, Ben Smith and Allen 
Oakes. who acted as announcers, 
and Barbara Rurup, of ECA radio 
siaff Studio used was that of 
Paris Radio Productions, the new 
Pierre Grimblat organization. 


With Carl Movre, 


Cole. | 


Gloria Carroll, 
Salvy Cavvichio, Evansaires and 
Frank Bell orch; Tom Russell, 
announcer 

Producer: Ray Giradin 

30 mins., Sat. 8:30 p.m. 

EVANS LIGHTER CO. 

WEEI, Boston 
Proof that the Hub can come up 

with a good listenable musical 

stanza is this half-hourer currently 
being broadcast from the stage of 

RKO’s Memorial and other houses 

on the circuit. Sparked by the Hub 

fave, gravel-voiced Carl Moore, 
show includes some of WEEFPs best 
known talent and is rapidly shap- 
ing as a topflight aire 

Comic Moore, a master of the 
zany. and a trigger fast m.c., guides 
the show with solid competence and 
takes over a couple of spots to sing 
some of the ridiculous songs that 
are his trademark. At show caught 
he sang “A Farmer’s Conversation 

With His Mule” with solid reaction 

by the visual audience, and fol- 

lowed with the oldie ‘“‘“Merry. Olds- 
mobile” with an assist by Gloria 

Carro!l. Others who grabbed solo 

spots were Salvy Cavvichio, a xylo- 

phone wiz, the singing trio, and 

Miss Carroll, who does a neat job 

on the pops. 


Commercials are handled taste- 
fully with the accent on a $2,500 
contest to name a new Evans 


lighter, and the audience response 
to the package is plenty sock. The 
show debuted at Memorial Theatre 
about six weeks ago and has done 
much to hypo biz at the various 
houses it has_ played. Heard 
throughout the New England area 
through an 1l-station Columbia 
hookup, it’s the first live audience 
production show to hit town since 





First National Bank dropped its 
Opera House shows with Arthur 
Fiedler. Stanza adds up to good 
entertainment and should do the 
job it was designed for, namely 
sell Evans lighters. Elie. 
ADVENTURES IN TRAVEL 
With Henry Milo 
Writer-Producer: Milo 
15 Mins.;: Wed., 10:45 p. m. 
Sustaining 
WINS, N. Y. 

For vacationers looking for 
travel tips, this show will prove 
interesting. Henry Milo, program 


conductor, has a wide range of info 
about near and far-off places which 


is supplemented by guests from 
travel agencies. shipping com- 
panies and mag publications. The 


data, however, is retailed in a 
rambling style with too much com- 
mercial enthusiasm and not enough 
critical discrimination. 

On a recent show Richard 
Joseph, Esquire travel editor. and 
E. Ityron Bull, prexy of the Bull 
Line, plugged the Caribbean area 
in general and the Bull Line in 
particular as vacation possibilities. 
Much of the descriptive material. 
unfortunately, was marred by a 
corny, travelog flavor. Herm. 
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Ethel Merman’s new NBC variety 
show (9:30 p.m.) Sunday evenings 
is still tied down by a thin script- 
ing format that fails to make full 
use of the star’s unusual talents. 
Past broadcast (7) was a hodge- 
podge of situations, gags and 
weakly-excused performances of 
standard tunes with which Miss 
Merman has been associated in her 
long string of Broadway musicals. 
All told, the 30 minutes amounted 
to good effort. no satisfaction. 
But, long after the final minutes 
the impression persists that some- 
where in the show is the germ of 
an idea which could be weeded and 
nursed to Miss Merman’s benefit 
in radio. She’s a clever comedi- 


enne and that metallic monotone in’ 


which she sings and talks of- 
fers a great deal of opportunity. 
It simply isn’t being used. This 
show was brightly written, offering 
some sharp lines in spots, but sunk 
a a basic pattern that misses 
re. 

Perhaps the fault of the writer 
and producer lies in attempting to 
couple their efforts to Miss Mer- 
man’s past in musical comedy, to 
use that as a springboard or an ex- 
cuse to show her. That’s not nec- 
essary. It could be that her talent 
could be employed in a dumb dame 
role, or by widening the idea be- 
hind the one or two of the sketches 
used on the past week's broadcast, 
which were broad slapstick. At any 
rate, while Miss Merman’s new 
show has little beside the singer’s 


rs vocals, she has possibili- 
ies. 





Hartford 
WTIC assistant 


Walter 
g.m. 


Johnson, 
has been 


named first vice president of the | 
Hartford Advertising Club. During | 


the past year, Johnson served as 
the club's second veepee and chair- 
man of its public service and 
public relations committee, 


BETWEEN US GIRLS 

| BET" Louise King, Earl Nightin- 
gale, Harold Kartun orch 

Writer: Charles Romine 

| Producer: Jerry Dee 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 2:30 p.m. 

MUNTZ TV 

| WBBM, Chicago 

Louise King is the best thing 
about this musical mid-afternoon 
airer, but only when she’s singing. 
Program gives her a chance to un- 
cork one of the better femme 
voices in Chi radio. 

Show gets off to a shaky Start 
in the title “Between Us Girls 
followed by patter between Miss 
King and a male announcer, in 
this case Earl Nightingale, which 
must put him in a dubious situa- 
tion. 


On show caught, Miss King 
warbled nicely on “How It Lies, 
“The Man I Love,” “Somebody 


joves Me,” and “There’s Yes, Yes, 
- Your Eyes.” Harold Kartun 
orch interspersed with a halting 
version of “Laura.” 

Attempt at conversation between 
numbers consisted mainly of Miss 
King dishing out a fairly snide 
menu of advice to boys interested 
in girls. , 

If more thought went into keep- 
ing this show musical and less into 
being amusing, it would be a plea- 
sant afternoon break in the soaper 
routine. Program sked calls for 
Marty Hogan to handle the Tues. 
& Thurs. shows for sponsor, Muntz 
TV. with a staff announcer taking 
the Mon.-Wed.-Fri. shows until 
Aug. 22, when “Girls” goes wholly 
commercial with Robert Hall 
Clothing taking the Mon.-Wed.- 
Fri. periods. Mart. 





LET’S HAVE FUN 
With Hank Grant, emcee; Holland 

Engle, announcer 
Director: Hunt Downs 
30 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 12 (noon) 
GOLDBLATT’S 
| WGN, Chicago : 

This is a giveaway staged in the 
sponsor’s downtown store studio 
with audience participation, songs, 
and a phone quiz. Emcee Hank 
Grant, heartily echoed by announc- 
er Holland Engle, merges the 
brassier features of Ralph Edwards 
and Bob Hawk in a big, fast, noisy 
show. 

It’s the type of program that will 
appeal to a horde of women shop- 
pers. resting their aching feet 
between bargain grabs. Neverthe- 
less, so much of the personal ap- 
proach is lost on the radio sets 
that listeners get a maximum of 
noisy confusion and a minimum 
of active entertainment. 

Grant is a capable emcee, and 
does a glib job of kidding the 
participants. But an unnecessary 
amount of belly-laughing by an- 
nouncer Engle after every sally 
drowns out listener appreciation. 
Commercial plugs are shouted in 
a barker style that get on a per- 
son’s nerves. 

Trouble with this program is 
that it’s a direct takeoff on “Truth 
Or Consequences,” and not deliv- 
ered half so well. It needs a fresh 
angle. Grant and “Fun” have 
something here that’s a hybrid by 
Hawk out of Edwards, but in this 
case, it doesn’t improve the species. 

Mart. 


Canada—TV 
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dent radio stations is that they are 
prepared to sink and gamble sev- 
eral million dollars of their own 
money in Canadian television but 
that the CBC wishes to extend their 
present monopoly in the radio field 
to the new entertainment medium. 
The CBC has refused television 
licenses to Famous Players (Cana- 
dian); CKEY, Toronto; CFRB, To- 
ronto; and the Marconi interests in 
Montreal; though these groups in- 
sist that they are prepared to take 
a heavy investment-flier. Mean- 
while, the Federal-operated CBC is 
expected to get the green light on 
a $4,000,000 Federal government 
grant which will permit the CBC to 
establish a television station in To- 
ronto and another in Montreal as 
the nucleus of a video setup to 
parallel the present CBC radio set- 
up of a French-language network 
and two trans-Canada networks. 


On those four-day meetings, to” 


commence Sept. 6, with the CBC 
and the big independents present- 
ing their briefs, will devolve the 
decisions of the Royal Commission; 
oy the “in” that the CBC already 
as 
radio monopoly and which, under- 
standably, might be extended to 
television in Canada. 





Lubbock, Tex. — Leroy Land. 
program manager for KCBD here 
has been appointed commercial 


manager for the outlet replacing 
| George Toale who has resigned to 
enter private industry. 


in the present nationalized | 





CLEVELAND SUMMER SYM. 

PHONY 
With Cleveland Orchestra, Direg. 

tor Rudolph Ringwall, Hal Mor. 

gan, announcer 
Producer: Wayne Mack 
30 Mins., Wed., 10:30 p. m., 
WGAR, Cleveland 

WGAR follows the Lewisohn 
Concerts with 30 minutes of tran. 
scribed music from the Cleveland 
Summer Pops. The program 
picked up earlier in the evening. 
is directed with expert finesse by 
maestro Rudolph Ringwall who 
briefly introduces the pieces ph 
giving just enough of the back. 
ground to spice the audience's at. 
tention. 

The light music, following the 
heavier “longhair” network show 
makes for a very pleasant summer 
night’s listening. Hal Morgan at 
the announcer’s mike and Wayne 
Mack at the producer's end tie in 
nicely. Mark, 





DESIGN FOR LIVING 
With Harriet Rabe, guests 

15 Mins., Sun., 2:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WROW, Albany 

Program incorporates a sound 
idea, but shaky radio technique 
mars its projection. Harriet Rabe 
formerly associated with Columbia 
Univ. and an intelligent woman 
with definite ideas and opinions 
gushes too much and laughs too 
shrilly for easy listening, whether 
it be in interviews with guests or 
in discussions of their “design for 
happy living.” 

Femme dialers may be particu. 
larly critical of her. Miss Rabe 
must tone down, ease up and talk 
\less. Trait of asking a question and 
| giving her own opinion before the 
guest answers needs to be curbed, 
too. 
| An interview with 
| Lucas, appearing at 
|theatre in nearby 
scheduled to play in the new 
George Abbott show, unfolded a 
lively story — despite side excur- 
sions by Miss Rabe. Lucas, who 
competes with Jeffrey Lynn for the 
rating of the most persuasive 
male strawhatter heard on the air 
hereabouts this season, reported 
that as holder of a degree in psy- 
chology from Southern Methodist, 
he had worked on the secretarial 
end of the famed Kinsey Report. 
Another exchange, with a woman 
member of an artists organization 
turning out Christmas cards, also 
had moments, but the gals over- 
gabbed and over-laughed. The “de- 
sign for happy living’ segment 
could be expanded. Jaco. 


ABC-TV 


Jonathan 
the Crandell 
Chatham and 
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working on the floor. To hang the 
backdrops there is $19,000 worth 
of counterbalanced lines in the big 
main studio. This capital invest- 
ment, Holden believes, will pay 
for itselt within a year by allow- 
ing for assemblvline creation of 
scenery. 

Because of the 
facilities, Holden 
“non-expendable” system of set 
production. All flats, platforms, 
backdrops, doors, windows, ete. are 
made in standardized units which 
fit together like building blocks or 
pre-fabricated furniture. Each flat, 
constructed for long-term use, has 
its independent built-in stand and 
ties that mesh with any _ other. 
“We've never destroyed a singe 
flat in the year we’ve been: “*- 
ing,” Holden points out. ° e 
done 1,100 shows for which ve 
built 268 new sets. using some of 
the elements as many as 40 or 50 
times.” 

Files or artists’ drawings, blue- 
prints and plans are kept on all 
sets, flats, drops and furniture, for 
quick selection by directors. When 
new sets are required, they are de- 


ample _ storage 
has devised a 


signed to fit into the web’s “set 
‘library’ with a little adaptation. 


Sets are sold at cost to sponsors. 

“Conveyor belt” layout includes 
a carpenter shop on the fourth 
floor, where flats are built and can 
be raised to the fifth floor paint 
shop through a slotted ceiling by 
means of pulleys. To further trim 
costs, lumber and canvas are 
bought in quantity, with the canvas 
sewed right in the shop. 


Holden, former actor, Theatre 
Guild stage manager, stagecraft 


instructor at the U. of Michigan 
and Carnegie Tech and CBS-TV 
cameraman. drew on his experi- 
ence in legit stock companies for 
the “non-expendable” set system. 

In addition to the big studio 1, 


ABC will use studio 4 for smaller 
smaller studios, 


shows and three 

iNos. 5, 6 and 7, in the basemen’ 
for daytime airers Latter av 
‘i S red DY J+ V9 
will also be sharec pred ht 


which has leased two big - 
Nos. 2 and 3, for a two-year perl of 
WOR-TV will also share some 
'ABC-TV’s engineering facilities. 
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rec- ] F ll w-l | C | Director: Lee Ha Smith; George Duffy, Drucie Writer-Producer: Goodman Ace 

Mor- Te e O O p Oommen _30 Mins.; Fri., 6:30 p.m. Snyder Director: Fred Rickey 
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as rung fone on three 
i ears of Swift-sponsore 
end shows Thursday night 
tele ‘ith one of McCann-Erickson 
> ducer Lee Cooley’s intricate TV 
‘d uetions. NBC-TV stanza 
rerged as excellent viewing, de- 
spite a last-minute change In stu- 
me which prevented a dress _re- 
hearsal. Star Lanny Ross, featured 
songstress Martha Wright and the 


omplete cast and vroduction crew 
c ! 


Curtain w 


turned in fine jobs, performing 
with hardly a. fluff despite an 
abundance of trick camera effects 
and an involved shooting script 
Ross, in his 72d successive week 
on the program, was in fine voice 
nd projected neatly his amiable 
= Same went for Miss 


personality. 
Tright, gues 
mew her singers and 
Show had no set format, represent- 
ing a series of songs and produc- 
tion numbers linked only by cam- 
era dissolves and fades from one 
object or set to another. It added 
up to easy looking and_ listening 
and a good sendoff for Cooley, di- 


t Donald Richards and 


dancers 





rector Ted Huston, the cast and 
crew. 
“Enter Madame,” a_ pleasant 


was given a good ride 
on “Phileo Summer Playhouse” 
Sunday night (7) via NBC-T\ 
Story of a flamboyant opera star 
and her attempts to save her 
marriage, the play was excellently 
acted by Carol Goodner as the diva 
and Philip Bourneuf as her hus- 
band. Comedy, penned by Gilda 


little farce, 


Varesi and Dolly Byrne and 
adapted for video by Fred Coe, 
who also produced, held little 


suspense, telegraphing its happy 
ending from the first scene. But 
the thesping, production and direc- 
tion were good enough to maintain 
interest. 


Miss Goodner and _ Bourneuf 
were given a fine assist by the 
supporting cast. “Beverly Payne 


was sufficiently domineering as the 
other woman and Henry Barnard 
shone as the diva’s son. Beauteous 
Rita Colton showed _ thesping 
promise as his fiancee and Miss 


Goodner’s menage of servants, 
played by Lilli Valenty, Joseph 
Kallini and Jason Johnson, were 


standout. Show was played against 
the usually lush Philco mountings 
and well directed by Gordon Duff. 
Sponsor and the Hutchins ad 
agency displayed fine showmanship 
in their introduction of the new 
1950 TV receivers for the first time 
on the program. 


Last week’s DuMont “Playhouse” 
presentation, a video adaptation of 
a Michael Sklar script, ‘Dead of 


Night,” was strictly amateur pro-| 


gramming. Both the acting and 
direction were of a 
calculated to advance the cause 
of television. At times it was 
downright embarrassing to watch 
what was going on, 


It’s been established that there's 


a definite place in TV for dramatic | 


fare and that, under proper 
auspices and with good casting, it 
can receive superlative treatment. 
At this stage of the game there's 
little place left for the low-quality 
programming as exemplified last 
week on this DuMont showcase. 


Jack Carter is punching too hard 
as emcee of DuMont’s 
of Stars” but, as straight vaudeo, 
this show is steadily building in 
pace and quality. Saturday night's 


(6) layout ran off neatly with a| 


Troster of good, standard acts with 
enny Youngman as_ headliner. 
Youngman’s string of gags was 
uneven but, overall, his impact was 
okay in a straight comedic vein. 
Milton Berle, incidentally, received 
about a half-dozen plugs between 
Carter and Youngman who find 
that the mere mention of Berle’s 
hame is good for a laugh. 
ant of the bill included the 
qdout acro-balancing of Vie & 
in Ty two neat hoofing teams 
wad ree Business Men of Rhythm 
‘a Mary Raye & Naldi. Nitery 
poe | rh songstress Joan Merrill 
While strongly with a torch ballad 
round Ethel Smith, on the organ, 
“ ed out the show with some 
cy instrumentation. 





nea elt use of television's split- 
0 techni; a dramatic show came 
NBC. Nically without a hitch on 
Night (2). Lights Out’ Tuesday 
On Harry Half-hour stanza, based 
Tadio Se eunkin s “Long Distance 
Dense in senerated terrific sus- 
desper - Story of a wife making 
Stay her ha last-minute, attempt to 
despite Usband’s execution. But, 
story aad fine technical work, 
the imprecee erally good acting, 

Pression remained that the 


show 
ek on radio. ave had even more 
fan be evoked by such a script 


‘tunes but the 


quality not’ 


“Cavalcade | 


Those mental images | 


are still more suspenseful than be- 
ing confined to a TV studio. 

Story concerned the wife finding 
some last-minute evidence to save 
her husband from the chair but, 
with the governor away, only the 
judge on the case could grant the 
stay—and he was on the other side 
of the continent. With the wife on 
the phone in one-half of the screen, 
the other half showed the people 
she was talking to in her attempts 
to track down the judge. Scenes 
were cut in and out within the split 
screen without a mishap, reflecting 
plenty of credit on producer Fred 
Coe and director Kingman _ T. 
Moore. Jan Miner, who played the 
wife in the original AM-production 
repeated with a neat thesping job 
building to an hysterical mood at 


the fadeoff and making it believ- 
able. Supporting cast was equally 
good. Story’s inconclusive ending, 


leaving it for the audience to de- 
cide whether the wife was success- 
ful, might have ired some viewers. 
The original radio script provided 
a happing ending. 


Robert Q. Lewis, subbing for the 
star on “Arthur Godfrey & 
Friends” Wednesday night (3) via 
CBS-TV, had a smash show for the 
first half of the hour-long stanza, 
introducing enough novelty and 
hilarity into the script to rate him 
his own TV spot when Godfrey re- 
turns. But the show’s second half 
slumped via some poor scripting 
and Lewis’ apparent tiredness, and 
it became just another vaudeo 
presentation with little punch. This 
was despite the efforts of Benny 
Fields in the closing spot, who 
showed nowhere near his usual top 
form because of too-heavy attempt 
at nostalgia. 

That first 30 minutes, though, 
presented a mark for many estab- 
lished comedians to shoot at. It 
was loaded with yockful material, 
including a fade-in on a simulated 
Metro trademark, with Lewis in 
the lion’s spot; a very funny satire 
on Milton Berle’s Texaco show, re- 
plete with the Mariners’ Quartet as 
the four Texaco men, and a well- 
managed monolog by Lewis a !a 
Berle. Also smash was a recording 
of Godfrey’s voice, cut in advance, 
which Lewis mouthed in synch with 
the isk. But, that was it. Balance 
of the program, including the 
Mariners, Janette Davis and Bill 
Lawrence, all Godfrey regulars; 
Paul Remos and His Toy Boys; 
Cyril Smith, and Art Carney, was 
pleasant but average viewing. 

Fields might have been okay if 
he’d done a couple of complete 
“and-then-I sang” 
routine, based on Lewis’ leafing 
through his book of clippings, did 
not make it. 





“Mama,” CBS-TV’s situation 
comedy series, picked up Maxwell 


-House as a sponsor Friday night 


(5) while continuing the top- 


quality standards of production and 


acting set for the show as a sus- 
tainer. Series is based on Kathryn 
Forbes’ novel, ““Mama’s Bank Ac- 
count.’ from which the legit and 
film versions of “I Remember 
Mama” were adapted, and is unof- 
ficially referred to by CBS execs 
as the “Scandinavian Goldbergs.” 
Title might be apt, since the show 


has the same warmth and intimacy 
| that 


put “Goldbergs’” among the 
top TV 10. 

Friday night’s program presented 
a well-scripted story of the near- 
catastrophe that almost hits the 
family when “Papa” decides to go 
into the contracting business on his 
own to give his children the advan- 
tages a nouveau-riche neighbor is 
bragging about. Cast, with Peggy 
Wood as “Mama” and Judson Laire 
as “Papa,” was uniformly excellent. 
Production by Ralph Nelson and 
Carol Irwin and Nelson’s direction 
were standout. Commercials were 
woven neatly into the script as part 
of the diary being penned by Rose- 
marv Rice as the daughter. Max- 
well House and Benton & Bowles. 
ad agency on the account, wisely 
confined the plugs to the opening 
and closing spots, letting the story 
run its course. 





With Bert tay on . elgeitsiee 
vacation, Jimmy Blaine has movec 
into the emcee spot on ABC-TV s 
“Stop the Music.” Blaine, a tall, 
young Kansan who 1s the regulal 
male vocalist on the bonanza 
stanza, turned in a fair job. He 
kept strictly to the pattern Parks 
has set—maintaining a_ rapid-fire 
tempo in his telephonic chatter 
with contestants, injecting himself 
into the acts and warbling a couple 
of tunes. Although he started off 
a bit nervously, he warmed up to 
the multitudinous chores ane 
carried them off well. He was & it 
and personable, particularly ally 
production number or Schnitze ‘ 
bank.” And with Dennis James 


(Continued on page 40) 


‘on their scanty pay checks. 


Sustaining 
WNHC-TV, New Haven 
This Connecticut hamlet, long | 
recognized as an ace breakin spot | 
for pre-Broadway legit, added an- | 
other facet to its tryout setup when 
it premiered this new tele series 
as a warmup for eventual potential 
national sponsorship headquarter- 
ing out of New York. Taking a leaf 
from the current legit springboard 
plan that finds it an economic ad- 
vantage to launch prospects via the 
Strawhat circuit rather than the 
more expensive metropolitan lay- 
out, this newcomer which had been 
conceived and prepared in Gotham 


was transported here bag and 
baggage for its premiere at a sav- 
ing of considerable shekels. 
Preem Fri. (5) provided an ex- 
cellent showcase of  program’s 
possibilities, these being something 
well worth a _ sponsor’s close 


scrutiny. Capable of production on 
a shoestring, aside from. station 
charges, show involves no. paid 
talent, participants being voluntary 
moppets, and even giveaways are 
promoted via the free plug system. 
Programs require practically no 
rehearsal and entries are procured 
at a minimum of expense simply 
by mail application. 

Half-hour show gets a surprising 
amount of action into a formula 


that requires no settings whatever 

just two rows of kids semi- 
circled around an m.c. Participants 
have brought with them various 
articles they want to swap with 
each other. Resulting banter and 
barter lends itself to a wide scope 


of audience reaction ranging from 
comedy involving one tot hawking 
her white mouse, to a ease of 
sympathy-for a lad who persistent- 
ly tries to dispose of a book, with 
no takers. Idea presents tremen- 
dous appeal for youngsters seeking 
participation and provides enter- 
taining viewing for adult, as well 
as kid, audience. 


First show came over smoothly, 
with only minor technical short- 
comings. Camera and mike well 


handled, former having to buck an 
awkward floor-seating arrangement 
that sometimes hid the articles be- 
ing swapped. Tom Romano turned 
in a capable job as m.c., with the 
kids taking kindly to his style of 
verbal exchange. 

Tentative plans call for national 
sponsorship tied in with approx- 
imately 13 local outlets on a basis 
whereby national sponsor would 
foot time charges and local sponsor 
would pick up tab for individual 
local production. Bone. 


MIXED DOUBLES 
With Billy Idelson, Ada Friedman, 


Rhoda Williams, Eddy Fire- 
stone, Calvin Thomas 
Producer-director-writer: Carleton 


E. Morse 
30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p. m. 
Sustaining 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

“Mixed Doubles,” while not a 
yock-filled situation comedy, comes 
across as an entertaining light 
drama with good possibilities. 
Dealing with the trials of young 
married life, it avoids many of the 
cliches by focusing on character- 
ization rather than time-honered 
bromides. 


Story has two newlywed cou- 
ples living side by side in one- 
room apartments. The men are 


both underpaid copywriters in the 
same ad agency and their wives 
are hard put to make ends meet 
Sim- 


‘ilarity of their situations requires 


) 


imaginative scripting and direction 
to differentiate between the pairs, 
and this Carleton Morse has been 
able to do. Billy Idelson plays 
a hypochondriac, unaggressive 
breadwinner with Ada Friedman 
cast as his serious homemaker. For 
contrast, Eddy Firestone is a 
healthy go-getter and Rhoda Wil- 
liams the more glamorous, frivo- 
lous spouse. 

On the preem (5) both males 
were competing for a promotion 
on the job, with the result that 
neither got it. lot allowed for 
some insight into the attitudes of 
both families and had some charm- 
ing moments. Details of life in a 
crow@ed flat were realistically 
handled and shotild click in this 
housing shortage era. Cast played 
understandingly and the total ef- 
fect was mature. 

Dialog was natural and simple, 
except for a few lapses into coy- 
ness. The scripting was tight, 
with the four young marrieds hold- 
ing the cameras’ attention through- 
out. and with only one other char- 
acter. the boss, coming In briefly. 
However, Morse could have pro- 
vided a finale with more impact. 
A scene of the two couples having 
a party together, as the script sug- 
gested, would have been a stronger 
curtain than a couple of nee | 


| government 


| were George 


Producer: George Hill 


| 30 Mins.; Fri., 10 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WMAL-TV, Washington, D. C. 
Evalyn Tyner, local gal who has 
made good on the big time, returns 
to home base to headline town’s 
first regularly scheduled telecast 
from a local hotel. Show originates 
from the plush Embassy Room of 
the Statler Hotel, with both station 
and the Statler reaping benefits 
f-om the arrangement 


Miss Tyner is above criticism in 
her performance on the ivories 
Fortunately fo! video besides 
being a consummate artist, and a 
versatile one, she is also a visual 
one. There is constant interest in 
her plaving for the eves as well 
as the ears. Her hands. her face 
and even her feet are part of it 
It is to the credit of the camera- 
men who man the pair of cameras 
that they manage to get it all in 
The TV audience actually gets a 
better view of all the factors that 


go into this gal’s hep piano play- 


ing than the live audience in the 
room. In addition the video 
camera does better by Miss Tyner’s 
lively personality than the. still 
camera, which is generally um 
flattering to hei Some shots, of 
course, do not show pianist in best 


light, but general effect 
Format of program, now in its 
fourth week, is still being juggled 
around by producer George Hill 
Up to now, star has emceed her 
own numbers giving it a homey 
informal touch. However, tripling 
as Musician, emcee and interviewer 
is strenuous, and probably accounts 
for the occasional breathlessness 
in Miss Tyner’s voice. Plan to 
switch to announcer for straight 
announcing chores may help 
With la Tyner are her “regu- 
lars,” Ted Alexander. who handles 
the vocals and the violin cello, and 
Johnny Smith, drummer. The trio 
have been working together here 
for years, and operate smoothly as 
a team. Alexander’s vocals are 
pleasant, and he is photogenic to 


Is good 


boot. Cameras switch from face 
to face and instrument to instru- 
ment to add variety. Interesting 


gimmick is that audience is assured 
it is never televised. an angle that 
has been kidded by local press as 
protection for two timers. There's 
no question, however, that telecast, 
with resultant excitement of the 
cameras, the truck parked outside 
for the remote pick up etc., has 
hypoed biz on what is normally 
the dullest night of the week. 
Sidelight of the program 
between-halves interview. Plan is 
to accent show biz, rather than 
personalities. Latter 
are taken care of in the informal 
Tyner chitchat, with the inevitable, 
“And over there is Sen. So-And- 
So.” Guests at last telecast (5) 
Duffy, the Statler 
maestro, who normally does not 
appear on the program, and Drucie 


is the 


| Snyder, daughter of the Secretary 
'of Treasury, and emcee of a video 


program of her own on a rival 
station. Interview is completely 
off the cuff and informal. 

; WMAL-TY. the ABC outlet here, 
is shopping for a sponsor for this 


one. Prospects are good, with the 
Tyner name a big one in these 
parts. There’s no talk yet of this 


going net, but, of course, nobody’s 
Saying “no.” Lowe. 


—— 


MOVIE TOWN RSVP 
With Carroll Carroll, Helen Fergu- 
son, Jack Johnstone, Dick Lane, 

Bud Stephen 
Producer: Phil Booth 
30 Mins., Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KTLA, Hollywood 

Put to filling the time of the 
defecting Mike Stokey, who moved 
over to KTTV under sponsorship, 
KTLA’s Klaus Landsberg reasoned 
that inasmuch as home. viewers 
have come to expect charades at 
that Sunday night hour, that’s what 
they would get. And what they’re 
getting is pantomimicry, not quite 
up to the Stokey grade but enter- 
tainment of its kind. 

Turn is worked a little different 
from the general run of charades 
Panel of three presides at the 
studio while at some remote spot, 
in this instance the Town House, 
class hostelry, Dick Lane puts a 
few volunteer plants and pickups 
through the motions conforming to 
the title of a song, quotation, say- 
ing, etc. Panelists are Carroll Car- 
roll, radio scripter and agency 
exec; Helen Ferguson, onetime 
stage star and now running a pub- 
licity office, and Jack Johnstone, 
radio producer. Bud Stephen, who 
replaced Keith Heatherington, has 
the appearance but noi the voice 
for emcee of the guessing end. 


It might just as well been the 
double Carroll ali by himself for 


all the help he got from the others. 
He was on top of the charaders 


(Continued on page 40) 


5 Mins., 7:55; Daily Except Wed. 

PHILIP MORRIS 

CBS-TV, from New York 
(Biow) 

“Ruthie on the Telephone,” 
Goodman Ace’s capsule package, 
represents the first serious attempt 
to inject a new programming ele- 
ment into television, somewhat 
paralleling the comic strip tech- 
nique of the dailies. Idea is a video 
elaboration of the onetime comedy 
insert on the Robert Q. Lewis CBS 
radio show in the days when Ace 
was doing desk duty at the network 
and contributing a writing assist to 
Lewis stanza 
As a TV novelty 
a five-minute 
format has 
may 


the 
the slotting of 
easy-to-take comedy 
considerable merit and 
establish a pattern in breaking 
from the traditional half-hour 
and quarter-hour program formula 
Like the comic strip, too, it can 
provide an abbreviated fillip to 
daily viewing habits 


away 


Ruth Gilbert (already familiar to 


TV viewers as the Mrs. Ruth Dut- 
ton on the “Goldberg” show). is 
reprising her telephonic bit (with 
its inevitable “Let's not fight it 


it’s bigger than the both of us,”) 
with Philip Reed doing TV duty in 
the ex-Robert Q. radio role on, the 
receiving end of those Gilbertisms 
There's a split-screen effect and it's 
natural for the two-way by-play 
and in this case it’s all done with 
the aid of mirrors. 


As a daily diet, even as a four- 
minute showcase (allowing the 
other 60 seconds for the Philip 


Morris commercial), the onus falls 
on Ace as the writer. Idea behind 
the gal’s relentless pursuit by tele- 
phone of a guy who'd rather be left 
alone is a good one, but only as 
good as Ace's scripting will allow. 
Initial airing suggested that Ace's 
reputation for tossing off those 
pithy commentaries and_ barbs 
should make “Ruthie” an _ enter- 
taining TV briefie, although the 
initia! two installments erred in 
failing to establish the premise for 
the show, Rose. 


NEWSWEEK VIEWS THE NEWS 
With Ernest K. Lindley, modera- 
tor; guests 
Director: Les Tomalin 
30 Mins., Mon., 8 p.m. 
Du Mont, from New York 
Newsweek mag has come up with 
an interesting and workable format 
for a video digest of the news. Cut 
into a series of spots averaging 
about five minutes each. show 
ranges over a wide diversity of im- 
portant material in the style of the 
mag publication. Show stems from 
a cooperative deal in which Du 
Mont supplies the time and gets a 
firstrate public affairs program, 
while Newsweek gets a big plug. 
Shové bpens with a battery of the 
mag’s top editors briefly summariz- 
ing latest developments in the 
news. The fact that newspapermen 
like Ernest K. Lindley, Kenneth 
Crawford and Chet Shaw lack the 
facile manner of regular air com- 
mentators doesn’t hurt too much. 
They compensate by deliverying 
the news authoritatively without 
reading from scripts. 
Bulk of the show is devoted to 
interviews of leading figures in 
| various fields. On show caught, 
Dr. Hart E. Van Riper, medical di- 
rector of the National Foundation 
of Infantile Paralysis, was queried 
on the current polio epidemic; Wil- 
liam Kelley, manager of the New 
York division of the Atomic Energy 
Commission, explained aspecis ot 
atomic energy production while 
other guests discoursed on air 
air power and new advances in 
lighting and lamps. It was a well- 
rounded review with plenty of 
visual devices to sustain interest. 


Herm. 
| 





PRACTICE TEE 

With William P. Barbour, guest; 
announcer, Tom Merr'-¢ 

Producer: Stuart Buchanan 

Director: Charles Ranai.o 

15 Mins., Fri., 7:30 p. m. 

NBC-TV, from Cleveland 

WNBK’s first regular network 
presentation is an effort to help 
the already exposed golfer to cor- 
rect his game. On hand to do the 
teaching is William P. Barbour, 
golf pro at Sleepy Hollow Coun- 
try Club, and a patient man with 
a difficult pupil. 

This is not a show for the man 
just planning to take his first step 
on the links. He’s able to pick 
up a suggestion or two, but the 
program is not geared in his direc- 


tion. The man who has been on 
the course and who still slices, 
hooks, etc. will find many tips 


from Barbour’s suggestions to the 
pupil of the week who presents a 
different problem. 

In stanza caught (5) camera 
work lagged behind several of the 
key moments of explanations. but 
overall work made for nice, clear 
pictures. Background scenery was 
‘fine workmanship. Mark. 
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DuM’s Cancel of Macy Franchise 
Seen Deterrent to More Price Cuts 


Du Mont’s move last week in 
cancelling its receiver franchise 
with Macy’s, N. Y.’s largest depart- 
ment store, because of the store’s 
price-cutting tactics is expected to 
help stabilize the price lines with 


all DuMont dealers Move was 
generally hailed in the trade, 
meanwhile, as being generall: 
beneficial to the entire industry, 
since it might convince other re- 
tailers that it doesn’t pay to cut 
prices 


Hassle started with the lifting of 


(15) upon agreement between at- 
torneys. Judge Samuel Dickstein, | 
meanwhile, modified his previously | 
| signed stay to allow Macy’s to take | 
orders for Du Mont sets “provided 
that such sets shall not be deliv-| 
ered unless and until the other | 
staying sale and delivery 1s Va-, 
cated.” 

It has been learned that Macy’s 
is now taking orders on DuMont’s 
new 1950 line of receivers. Since 
DuMont itself will not sell sets to 
the it believed the re- 
tailer is getting them from 
But. in line with the 


the franchise by DuMont sales 
chief Ernest A. Marx after learn- 
ing that Macy’s was trimming 
established prices on DuMont sets. 
Store immediately announced, via 
full-page ads in N. Y. daily news- 
papers, price cuts of 20% on all 
DuMont receivers, whereupon 
Marx obtained a court order direct- 


store, is 


some 
other source. 
pending court order, the new re- 
beiing offered at 


int Macy’s to show cause why they 
should not be restrained from fur- 
ther cut-rate advertising. 

Hearing on the motion was post- 


ceivers are 


straight list price. 


























Thanks to: 


t+ + + + HF HF HF FH HK 


Irene Dunne 
Florence Eldridge 
Geraldine Fitzgerald 
John Garfield 


Paul Henried 


. | 
| poned a week until next Monday | 


|TV’s “Market 


——$—__ 








Tele Chatter 





New York 

Jack Mangan, emcee of WJZ- 
TV’s “Ship’s Reporter,” prepping 
a book of the same title based on 
his celeb interviews. Chick Vin- 
cent Co. will publish this fall 
Mark A. Forgette, former exec 
director for Harold E. Stassen and 
ex-aide to Gen. Mark Clark, has 
been appointed northwestern sales 
rep for United_ Videograms 
Brooklyn Union Gas Co. disputes 
Consolidated Edison's claim to 
being first public utility in N. Y. 
to enter video advertising, by vir- 
tue of buying “Telepix Newsree] 
on WPIX. B’klyn outfit points out 
it has been participating in WJZ- 
Melodies” five days 
June Doris 


weekly, since early 


| Frankel, whose play, “What’s To 


John Larkin | 


| Guild’s “Wizard of Odds” to tele- | 


Fredric March 
Jan Miner 
Lizabeth Scott 


Marta Toren 


for making “Eight By Request” (reprise 


of eight best programs from ‘Radio City Playhouse’) 


a most 


pleasant and successful series. 


Director-Writer 


RADIO CITY PLAYHOUSE, NBC . . MONDAYS, 10:30 P.M. 


EIGHT BY REQUEST, NBC . . « « TUESDAYS, 8:30 P.M. 


Personal Reprasentative: MARTIN GOODMAN, 38 East 57th, New York City 




















| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| cation 


} 
| 
| 


Love,” has been sold to Brock Pem- 
berton for Broadway production, Is 
writing scripts for “Suspense” and 
“Actors Studio.” 

“Points of View,” new series of 
discussion programs on current 
events, preems tomorrow night 
(Thurs.) on Newark’s WATV at 
8 o'clock Ed Nofziger, w.k. 
cartoonist, subbing for Chuck 
Luchsinger on ABC-TV's “Cartoon 
Tele-Tales’” Sunday (14) while the 
latter takes his first vacation since 
the show preemed 15 months ago 

. Bonafide Mills preeming new 
fall TV package, “Bonny Maid 
Floor Show,” Aug. 26 via NBC-TV. 
Starring George Givot, the pro- 
gram is packaged by Basch Radio 
and Television Productions... 
Film Equities Corp. moved to new 
and larger quarters. Company prez | 
Irvin Shapiro is currently once- | 
overing foreign production on a 
six-week European junket... Con- | 
rad Thibault guesting Sunday (14) | 
on Jacques Fray’s “Music Rooms” | 
via ABC-TV ... “Mary Kay and 
Johnny,” which has been aired as 
a 15-minute across-the-board sus- 
tainer via NBC-TV, returning to 
its original half-hour, once-weekly 
format tomorrow (Thurs.) on the 
same net... Eight members of the 
original “One Man’s Faimly”’ radio, 
cast have been brought to N. Y. 
for the TV production by producer 
Carleton E. Morse. They include 
J. Anthony Smythe, Russell Thor- 
sen, Bernice Berwin, Page Gilman, 
Thomas Collins, Laurette  Fill-, 
brandt, Billy Idelson and Mary Lou 
Harrington. 


Hollywood 


Lyons is peddling Leo) 


A&S 


vision. According to Lyons office, | 
deal for sponsorship is near the 
inking stage for video with radio a | 
possibility following teevee debut. 
Phil Baker and Jay Stewart are be- 
ing considered for emcee roles .. . 
Mini-Films has completed pilot 
reel in a proposed series on make- 
up for women. Pix are being of- 
fered to a national sponsor for 
$5,000 per 15-minute segment. Pro- 
duction cost on initialer in series 
ran $3,000. Film was produced and 
directed by Bennett Ross and fea- 
tures Ern Westmore ... Melvin 
Levy will rewrite “Ringside” tele- | 
script for Eclipse Productions. | 
Series has been set to star| 
James Gleason and feature Mickey | 
Walker ... Apex Films has com- | 
pleted the first six “Lone Ranger” | 
telepix for General Mills. Company | 
will lay off until September when | 
it will go out on location again to | 
roll final seven in the 13-week se- | 
ries... KTLA is telensing® the 
midget auto races from Culver City | 
. . . “Bozo’s Circus,” Capitol Rec- 
ords’ show produced by Al Simon, 
will be kinescoped by KTTV for 
sponsor presentation. 


| 
Chicago | 
WNBQ promotion manager Hal | 
Smith took second prize in Benton 
& Bowles NBC station promotion 
for “Who Said That?”....WGN-| 
TV operations director Vern 
Brooks on month tour of Europe 
checking TV operations ABC- 
TV sports announcer Wayne Grif- | 
fin picked as top TV spieler by | 
Wrestling As You Like It mag. | 
Griffin and Vince Garrity handle 
bouts from _ Rainbo arena... | 
W TMJ-TV’s “Gordy’s Guessing 
Game” scoring so strong on mail | 
pull the Milwaukee station is plan- | 
ning to sked Gordon Thomas as a | 
regular fall feature Bill Kusack 
appointed chief engineer at WBKB. 
He Joined B&K indie in 1940 
Indie producer Tom O’Brien on va- 





Y Golf champ Sammy 
Snead guested on WGN-TV's “Pars, 
Birdies and Eagles” ABC-TV 


actor Mike Wallace to Marblehead. 


| Mass., and New York for combined 


| WBKB 


biz-pleasure 
off to 


Simon of 
and India 


Ernie 
Hawaii 


after inking contract with sponsor 
RCA Victor dealers that will screen 
him five weekly instead of three on 


-.] sales plan! 


|“Curbstone Cut-Up”... 
|Dinsdale and “Judy 
moved back to Coast Fri. (5) aft 
winding up NBC-TV series 
Sarra film producers launching 
“Clumsy Cuthbert” series as 8 
guide in screening techniques 
NBC-TV'’s fourth Chi stugic 
rushed to completion for return of 
“Kukla Fran and Ollie” WGN 
TV's Bob Hibbard and Len Bar. 
tholomew on vacations in north 
woods WBKB promotion man. 
ager Red Quinlan taking two week 
absence for work on tele novel ’ 


Ss h i r l e@ 
Splinters” 





London 
Shortened version of “Tuppence 
Coloured” with Joyce Grenfelj 


Max Adrian and Elizabeth Welch 
in their original roles will be 
featured Aug. 26... How to read 
history on the highway is the 
theme of a talk by John Read on 
inn signs, to be telecast with photo. 


/graphs and drawings Aug. 19 ., 


150th anniversary of the birth of 
Pushkin will be marked by the 
presentation of “The Queen of 
Spades,” adapted from his short 
story by Mervyn Mills with Albert 
Lieven in the lead Agatha 
Christie’s “Ten Little Niggers” wij] 
be on the air Aug. 20 and leading 
roles will be played by John 
Bentley, Arthur Wontner and John 
Stuart Final test match 
between England and New Zealand 


from the London Oval will be 
broadcast on the afternoons of 
Aug. 13, 15 and 16, with Brian 


Johnston and E. W. 


commentators. 


Swanton as 





Kaycee’s Polio Series 


Kansas City, Aug. 9, 

What was to have been a special 
events broadcast from the polio 
ward of St. Luke’s Hospital here 
proved so beneficial to patients and 
their families that it has been put 
on a regular two-per-week basis 
by the hospital and Station KCKN, 

George Stump, KCKN’s chief of 
production, set up the original 
broadcast with Melvin Dunn, as 
sistant superintendent at the hos- 
pital, in view of the current in- 
tense interest in polio. 


Tepia VO 


“AMERICA’S FINEST 
WESTERN ACT”! 




















The Texas Rangers, stars of 
stage, screen, radio and tele- 
vision, early this summef 
made a personal appear: 
ance tour in the Midwest. 
They are pictured here in 
Oklahoma City, when they 
were commissioned honot- 
ary Colonels of the State of 
Oklahoma by Governor 
Roy J. Turner. 


The Téxas Rangers tran- 
scriptions, used on scores 
of stations from coast to 
coast, have achieved Hoop- 
eratings as high as 27.4. 


Advertisers and stations 
—ask about our new 


Wire, write or phone 


- 
ARTHUR B. CHURCH 


Productions 
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Y-AM, which built its 
loyalty. Philadelphians 
developed the listening 
In an average week, 


WCAU.-TV is following in the footsteps of WCA 
phenomenal listener response from the start on local 
began to say that WCAU-AM was their station... 
habit... . It’s working ovt that way for WCAU-TV, too. , . 
we televise 28 local shows, with 325 people taking part. Their families, 
neighbors and friends are selling for you- And this suits us fo 9 TV, pare 
it’s nice to see this history repeot itself. So use WCAU-TY to reach the !oca 


buyers who count. 
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38 


RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 10, 1949 





Cincy's Daytime Video Rivalry | 
Gives Impetus to Programming 


Cincinnati, Aug. 9. 


Competing for early afternoon 
audiences with the new WCPO- 
TV’s noontime kickoffs, Crosley's 


WLW-T last week added two hours 
davtime schedule, Mondays 
Friday. In advancing tne 
opening of telecasts on those days 


to Its 


through 


WILW-T came up with four new 
live shows. Ten-hour salvo of tal- 
ent block programming 1s aimed 


at femmes and juves at times when 
the Scripps-Howard video station ts 
with disk jockey routines 
s third TVer, WKRC-TYV 
a 5:15 p.m. starting time. 
Women’s top the new pro- 
prams. First of these features Rita 
Hackett, who has already developed 
a high night rating with her week! 
“Club ‘49’ series. In her latest 
show. from 2 to 2:30, she is the 
editor of a magazine called “Now! ’ 
subtitled “For the Modern Wor- 
an.’ Miss Hackett is assisted by 
Hono Nicholas, who advanced 
from the WLW-T makeup ranks to 


heavy 


Cine, has 


segs 


show in front of the camera. 
“Tea Time,” a second new se- 
ries, from 2:30 to 3, is processed 


by Crosley’s special broadcast serv- 
ices division, under supervision of 
Katherine Fox. Central personality 
is Skippy Knoop, who ties in pro- 
motion of civic events with chatter 


and musical interludes. John 
Chester Smith, tenor, and Ann 
Ryan, soprano, are guests on al- 


ternate programs. 
Tots are targeted from 3 to 3:30 
in a combo of fairy-tale telling and 


charcoal drawing called “TV Won- 
derland.”” Rudy Prihoda is the art- 
ist and narration is by Jana Hoff- 
man. Juves are invited to do inter- 
pretations of figures described in 
stories and submit them for prizes. 

A general rustic entertainment 
stanza has the 3:30 to 4 p.m. slot. 
Titled ‘“Havstack Hoedown,” it 
merges similar show, “Cur- 
tain Time,’ which previously 
opened daily airings at 3:45 
wide range of WLW 
this giddap 


with a 


the 
There is a 
rural talent fo! 

From 4 p.m. on the schedule re- 
mains as was, with “The Merry- 
mans.’ Bob Merryman, announcer, 
and his actress wife, Marv Lou, in 
followed by “Magic 

4:45 and “Junior 


a domestic set 
Telekitchen” at 
Jamboree” at 5 
Another added starter last week, 
separate from the revised after- 
noon schedule, is “Paul’s Place,” 
with Paul Hodges, comic, in 
luncheon setup, 6:30 to 6:45 p.m., 
four times a week. 


BURNETT'S CLUB FOR VETS 
Chicago, Aug. 9. 


leo Burnett agency took a look 
over its shoulder at 14 years ex- 
istence last week (5), and decided 


to induct 63 agency 
“Five Years and Over” club. Those 
tapped got special neckties for men 
and lapel pins for women. 

Breakdown includes six with 14 
years service, and 23 with 10 years 
of ulcer coddling. 


staffers into a} 








New 





‘Bit O' Heauen Iu Song’ 


' Currently Appearing at the 
CAPITOL 


Thanks to Sidney Piermont and Harry Romm 


York 





NOW 


featured on 
MUTUAL 
Network 
SUNDAYS 
1:30 p. m. 
and 
MONDAYS 
thru 
FRIDAYS 














12:30 p. m. 


RECENTLY COMPLETED 
WEEK 


(Thanks Don McNeil). 


Press Relations—Frances E. 


“RETURN ENGAGEMENT” 


Followed with a most pleasant chore with Don McNeil 
and his Famous Breakfast Club via ABC Network ... 


Per. Dir—MCA (Thanks Dick Rubin) 


RECORD BREAKING 13 
AT THE 


VERSAILLES, New York 


(booked back for this engagement within 9 months) 


Kay & Co. 














New Tele Biz 


WGN-TV, Chi, reported White 
Eagle Brewing will sponsor first 
half of Madison A. C. boxing bouts 
for 22 weeks, once weekly, through 
Gerald Sheilds agency; Newart Co. 
will sponsor DuMont _ teletran- 
scribed “Front Row Center” for 52 
weeks. once weekly, through Wil- 











liam Futterman agency; and an- 
: sat 

nouncements for Ruby Chevroiet 

through W. B. Doner agency 


WBKB, Chi, reported announce- 
ments for Alliance Manutagturing 
through Foster & Davies agency 
Cleveland: Canadian Ace Brewing 
through Louis Weitzman agency, 
Balaban Floor Covering through 
Irving Rocklin agency; and Olds 
mobile through D r Brothel 
agency, Detroit 

WENR-TV. Chi, reported Stew- 
art-Ashby Coffee has renewed the 
15-min. “Paul Harvey News” once 
weekly for 52 weeks’ through 
Roche, Williams & Cleary agency; 
and announcements’ for Ruby 
Chevrolet through W. B. Doner 
agency; Dad's Root Beer through 
Malecolm-Howard agency. 

WNBQ, Chi, announced partici- 
pations by Kaiser-Frazer Distribu- 


tors through Malcolm - Howard 
agency; and Chieago Motor Club 
through Agency Service Corp., 
both in Herbie Mintz piano show 


“But Not Forgotten.” 


Catholic B’casters 


Name Fr. Peyton Prez 
| At So. Bend Confab 


South Bend, Aug. 9 
The Rev. Patrick C di- 
rector of “The Family Theatre” on 
Mutual, 
Rosary Crusade headquartered in 
Albany, N. Y 
clergyman considered to have en 


Peyton, 


founder of The Famils 


and the Catholic 
joyed the most spectacular success 
the 


Broadeasters 


in radio, is 
the Catholic 
He elected al 
nual 


Bend. and attended by Catholic 
broadcasters from 20 states, as well 
as from Canada and the Philippine 
Islands. 
Father 


new president of 


Assn. 


was the second an- 


convention held in South 


Peyton, who divides his 
time between Albany, Hollywood 
and the road, and who has just 
returned from a European tour, 
was named to succeed Msgr. 
Francis X. Sallaway, director of ra- 
dio for the archdiocese of Boston. 
Only other change in the official 
board of CBA was the election of 
Rev. Louis Gales, founder of the 
Catholic Digest. of “4t. Paul, Minn., 
to serve for a year. 

Father Peyton, who presents a 
weekly dramatization over Mutual 
to foster family prayer, with film 
stars donating their services, and 
who offers three special shows via 
the same network for Christmas. 
Easter and Mother's Day, probably 
will essay television, too, the com- 
ing season. He started with a Ro- 
Sary program over WABY, Albany, 
seven years ago. Bing Crosby 
broke the Hollywood ice for 
“Father Pat’ by agreeing to appear 
with Cardinal Spellman and the 
parents of “the five Sullivans” on 
a Mother's Day program on Mutual 
in 1945. 





Robby Lantz With Gibbs 


Robert Lantz. formerly head of 
the Berg-Allenberg Coast agency's 
New York office, has joined the 
John E. Gibbs & Co. agency as an 
associate. Lantz will handle legit 
and film talent and story proper- 
ties for the Gibbs office. which has 
been dominantly in radio and tele- 
vision. 

With Lantz’s teamup, the Gibbs 
agency will take over representa- 
tion of Berg-Allenberg elients in 
New York as well as repping the 
Christopher Mann London agency. 
Berg-Allenberg recently closed its 
N. Y. office in an economy move. 


Pittsburgh — After 
years on WWSW. Rey 
yon, the radio evangelist, has 
switched to WPIT While Billy 
Hinds is vacationing, Buzz Aston 
has his old’ femme — sidekick, 
Jeanie Regal, on KDKA’s Buzz and 
Bill show with him. They used to 
be the team of Buzz and Jean be- 
fore he went into Army Joe 
Mann has resigned from the KQV 
announcing staff to freelance 
Roscoe Rider has joined the 
WWSW engineering department to 
work the all-night 1500 Club pro- 
gram, 


nearly 15 
Jack Mun- 


' went on the air. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Current issue of Harper’s magazine includes an article on the Rey 
J. Harold Smith, who broadcasts seven days a week on a southern 
Bible Belt network. Piece points up some of the dangers of pala 
religious broadcasts and relates the war of the reverend against 
WFBC. Greenville, S. C.. WSPA, Spartanburg, S. C., and WNOX, Knox. 
ville. Reason for the boycott by the preacher, who says he learned 
much from the broadcasting technique of the late Huey Long, was that 
the three stations refused to take his paid religious airers. As a result 
he and his wife became principal stockholders in a religious organiza.” 
tion which operated WIBK, Knoxville, until the FCC decided not to 
validate its license. His daily sermons, however, are ‘still aired by 
a network of southern stations and are also beamed across the border 
from XERF, a Mexican station 

The magazine errs, however, in 
are banning paid religious broadcasts.” 
to accept this kind of business. 


saving that “the large city stations 
Recent trend is for the nets 
more of 
Before leaving for Europe, Eddie Cantor confabbed with Milton 
Biow, whose agency is handling “Take It Or Leave It,” on whieh 
Cantor will star, for Eversharp. When the talk turned to Hooper and 
Nielsen ratings, the comic expressed his considered opinion that colq 
statistics don’t prove much. ‘Take ‘Crime Photographer,’ for instance 
which your agency picked up for Philip Morris,’ Cantor said “ri 
bet you 100-to-1 you can’t tell me the name of the previous sponsor.” 

Biow was stumped. The previous backer, incidentally, was Toni. 

First regular committee meeting of the Foreign Language Quality 
Network. held at the offices of WOV, N. Y., Monday (8), has decided 
to limit participation, at first, to Italian and Polish language stations. 
Reason is that the body will be set up as a non-profit corporation and 
to speed the legal process the number of outlets to take part has been 
pared. It’s expected, however, that Spanish broadcasters will be the 
next group asked to join. 

The FLQN will include stations in 19 markets: Boston, Chi, Philly 
N. Y.. Seranton-Wilkes Barre, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Buffalo, St Louis, 
Washington, Milwaukee, Providence, New Haven, Toledo, Wilmington, 
San Francisco, Springfield, Los Angeles and Baltimore. One station 
in each market will ‘be selected for membership, except where there 
is no conflict because one outlet broadcasts a foreign language during 
the day and another in the same city carries the language at night. 

Stations selected will provide full statistics on listenership, coverage, 
rate cards and similar information to Claude Barrere, who is serving 
as FLQN secretary. Taking part in the confab were Ralph Weil, WOV 


topper, chairman; Frank Blair, WSCR, Scranton; George Lasker, 
WBMS, Boston; William Jory, WJLB, Detroit; and Samuel Sague, 
WSRS, Cleveland Heights. 


IBEW Beats [A In 
L.A. Video Station Vote 


TOM MOORE SCRAMS 
‘LADIES’ IN HASSLE 


Hol!ywood, Aug. 9 Chicago, Aug. 9. 
Stagehands. traditionally JATSE, Tom Moore resigns _ from 
will be under the IBEW banner on “Ladies be Seated” on Aug. 19 as 


KLAC-TV In an election § con- 
ducted by the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board, station personnel vot- 


producer and emcee, with leaving 
caused by clash over projected 
New 


York economy move ABC 
ed to join the IBEW rather than five-a-weeker has been sustaining 
the IA for past half-year with Tom Moore 

Covered under the IBEW ballot 4S associate producer 

win will be all personnel but TV Moore has been emcee on give- 
directors, not involved in the elec- away for past two years. Partici- 
tion. Asa result of the voting, the pater was sponsored by Toni and 
IBEW gains as new members stage Quaker Oats this spring. 

hands, scenic artists and makeup Show amanating from Chicago 
crews, totaling nine KLAC staff 2:00 to 2:30 (CDST) may move to 
members. 


New York or possibly be dropped. 

Already with the electricians un- ~ = 

ion at the station are cameramen. 

and their contract will be renewed MASON MEMORIAL FUND 

although no date for negotiations San Antonio, Aug. 9. 
“Bill Mason Memorial Fund” 


on pact have mot been set as yet. A 
IBEW will ask for increased is being raised by the San Antonio 
wages for engineers and produc- Chapter of the American News- 
tion staff with the exception of art paper Guild. 
Fund is to retain a special coun- 


directors who do not fall into 
IBEW jurisdiction. There has been. sel during the trial of the deputy 
sheriff charged with the murder 


no wage increase since KLAC-TV 
of the former program director of 


KBKI, Alice, following a broadcast. 








IATSE recently signed a prece- 
dental contract with KTLA, giving 








it jurisdiction over all technical 
workers. IBEW has pacts with 
KTSL and KTTV in addition to 
KLAC. NABET has’ KFI-TV. 
rant ta and KECA-TV under con- 
ract. 


‘Action Autographs’ Due 
% 

For Revival on ABC-TV 
Chicago, Aug. 9. 

Bell & Howell. encouraged by 
what it considers good viewer re- 
sponse, Is reviving “Action Auto- 
graphs” on ABC-TY. Sunday, Sept. 
4. However, show will be moved 


out of the 9 p.m. spot it occupied 


before it was dropped at the end of 
June. = —_ 


The camera account recently WILLIAM SWEETS 


Donald agency to. MeCamnstriey pte’ 
son, which is handling the 15-min- BLACKLIST 
IN RADIO 


ute Jack Brand production. New 
series will use more film and less 
live action, but will have few other 
Thursday, Aug. 11, 8:30 P.M. 
HOTEL ABBEY, 149 W. 51 St. 
AIR CONDITIONED 


format changes. 
Nashville — Marjorie Cooney, 
Adm., 83c 
Millard Lampell, Chairman 
Other Prominent Radio Personalities 


WSM director of women’s activ- 
ities, left last week for a six-week 

VOICE OF FREEDOM COMM. 
Radio-TV, ASP 





M-G-M— 
"On an Island with You" 
THE CAMEL SHOW 


Every Friday Nite, 8:30 D.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 








——_—— 











tour of Ireland, England, France. 
Sv ‘‘zerland and Italy. She took 
along a 12-pound battery operated 
Minitape” recorder with which 
she'll interview European celebs. 
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Inside Television 


Simplification of buying and selling video advertising is being 
Jaunched today (Wed.) at the new Broadcast Advertising Bureau by a 


specia 


tract forms. Starting the ball rolling is a five-man nucleus from the 


1 committee on standardization of television rate cards and con- | 





| 


Television Standardization Group, an adjunct of the NAB’s sales man- | 


agers executive committee. 

Chairing the special committee is Eugene Thomas, manager of 
WOIC, Washington, who also heads up the larger group. Meeting with 
him will be E. Y. Flanigan, WSPD-TV, Toledo; John E. Surrick, WFIL- 








A Double Poser 


With Maiden Form  bras- 
sieres signed as one of the 
Weintraub agency’s participat- 
ing clients on Dorothy Doan’s 
“Vanity Fair’ show on CBS- 
TV, agency and CBS execs 
were in a quandary last week 
over how they could plug the 
product. They realized they 
would not be able to use live 
models and figured use of man- 
neqiuns would have no sales 
Impact. 











‘Blac 


William Sweets, former Radio- 
Television Directors prexy who al- 
legedly was forced to resign as di- 
rector of Phillips H. Lord 
shows because of his political be- 


two 


klist’ Talk Slated by Sweets 
As RTDG Probes Into Charges 


and actors have commented on the 
charges in ‘“‘Counterattack.”’ 

They say that negotiations for 
new union contracts are coming up 
in many fields of broadcasting and 
that th® anti-Commie hullaballoo 
:s directed at splitting the unions. 











































































der : , . oars Harrassed men finally called liefs, will speak at a meeting on the 
Vv, Philly; James V. McConnell, NBC, representing the webs; and tis tas Vandin ‘dk thn Om “blacklist” issue tomorrow evening The fact that some actors. sup- 
ti William Weldon, Blair TV, for station representatives. Staff work on spines? a & ‘ ; re osed to have been on the “black- 
ons I ‘ . . ’ . : man’s view point She told them at the Hotel Abbey, N. Y. The con- ' pos ( < € ac 
“a roject will be handled by Charles A. Batson, BAB’s assistant di-  & is : if 2 af | list.” have bee hired does ‘ 
nets the pre. . x s . . » frankly that women see noth- fab has been called by the Voice of ot, 1ave yeen rec aoes no 
rector in charge of tele. Group will have the records of another sub res risque in buying bras- Freedom Committee and the Radio- disprove the existence of such a 
genre = eee toh eee he recommentes format fo1 sieres and declared she could Television division of the National list but shows the effectiveness of 
ilton AM and FM rate cards and contracts. plug them merely by holding Council of the Arts, Sciences and the expose and the stand which the 
hich “ them up and pointing out their Professions unions have taken, these radioites 
and New York City’s Television Unit, muny non-profit operation, will finer features, as a_salesgirl Other speakers will! include declare. 
Cold start shooting on two 10-minute shorts next week, as it nears com- does in a store. Agency and scripter Millard Lampell, chair- —— : 
ance, oti f its 30-minute vidpic on housing. The one-reelers will deal web t rs i »diately hail- { ac Paul Miz Joh x i alt C 
pfs: pletion 0 sing. ‘ a eb toppers Immediately hai man; actor! au ann; vonn a 
At with the school health program and the home-care hospital program ed her solution as “stupend- McManus. former New York News- i ity ponsor eams 
“ Clifford Evans, head of the TV unit, will offer the pix cuffo to local ous,” so the bras will take the paper Guild topper and now man- . 
se video outfits. air when the show resumes ager of The National Guardian. and rom wil tu 10 
ee next month. Charles A. Collins, business agent Clevelk 
é : : ’ ‘ eveland, Aug. 9 
ae Aversion of Chesterfields and Philip Morris to having their shows —- = of the Hotel & Club Employees The Fast Ohio Gas Co. is be- 
glotted back-to-back has forced CBS-TV to confine its five-minute ; e Union lieved to have made video history 
ome, as ie on the Telephone” show to si ight reek. elimin: 5 (Cr | F It “pn = : ary 
and Ruthie o I show to six nights a week, eliminating os ey S runtime TV Meanwhile “Counterattack,” with its construction of a com- 
bine Wednesdays Bankrolled by PM and packaged by Goodman Ace a > . anti-Communist newsletter which plete 20 by 50 foot telecasting 
the “Ruthie” 1s aired nightly except Wednesday at 7:55, since the Chester- Sales Rep in Biz Bid has been carrving charges about studio inside its own building for 
field-sponsored “Arthur Godfrey & Friends” tees off that night at 8 ne ; Communist infiltration in broad- a half-hour commercial show over 
Villy Cincinnati, Aug. 9. casting. devoted the major part of NBC’s WNBK. 
Duis, Around the Hollywood ad agencies they’re asking with puzzled looks Crosley Broadcasting Corp. ini- its July 22 issue “Communist Called “Through the Kitchen 
‘ton, “how'd he do it?” What stumps them is how Joe Rines could bring tiated an intensified campaign for Causes that Sweets has openly tc Window.” the show will be. tele- 
tion in a oo. filmed yt tee show with names for less than $6,000. time sales on its three TV sta- coggee Pg ge 8) eA gear cast Tuesday and Thursday for 30 
rer 's ine secret Vy d after ; sar’s intensive st , a > ~-existence ack say- tutes begi ing at 2 a 
ss > Socal Meson gpd es “ae a ange : Pt ny syne ive coe A Of tions with assignment this week of ee, ied bankas elke Mibeoiae ih acre ge Seger a ‘ p ce be st 
e meee ‘y General Television Pitaveiecs é “gs ete a: bl : or <aeOnOrs TSSE S5 ‘ume ew | ived it's a Disckiet! Hh were ti ca a In can’ Gk. talmceuene 
. é b 1 Te reVis J} erprises for ‘“octer & am > COs 'arte ecalac r » Pero ; oe . : 9) cos ste% crowa\ 
¢ for a similar leng ‘Sige ane ‘ a _— a York sales rep. He recently was 4 blacklist there would be mighty pojave erg ; pe 
age, $10,000 for a similar length of celluloid. Rines not only turned out rchandisi enager for the|- ye on relays customarily used to trans 
ving the pilot film of a series-to-come for less than $6,000 but he had it a ERERSIRE MARAE CS for the fey party-liners in radio loday mit a program from outside the 
‘OV telecast on NBC's eastern network by Colgate Soap sponsor is said A: OE. SE: Sewer: there are many. And the situa- ctudio, a coaxial cable was laid the 
ker, to have liked it so well that option may be taken on/another 12. psa Fremd huddled here last week tion isn’t pretty. You can help tO half-block distance from the Gas 
zue, his cast Rines rounded up Dick Foran, Rosemary De Camp, Joyce with Marshall Terry, veepee in alleviate it by notifying the Spon Building to NBC. 
1 Compton and Hans Conried and will use them intermittently. ee 7 —— dba “ed wig Magen = ove _ rape eagt oA ta From more than 120 contestants, 
_— : 1e rosiey video installations In iearn OF a ommun st or fteiuow-— ; vet ; : : nit} 
: ; interviewed in nine cities, Miss 
ae Dayton and Columbus, O., as well traveler on the payroll of any yr vic cs : ee 
— . . ‘ ; : : ’ , : : .ouise Winslow, formerly with 
Nat Fowler, ABC-TV film director, has inked a contract with Encyclo- as the Cincy one. He reports to sponsored program. And if you WJZ, was picked to cio ie 
pedia Britannica Films for 39 pix on an exclusive basis. To handle Henry Mason Smith, veepee in don’t get results at first, keep show. Miss Lucille Rvan. former- 
LE the syndication problem, pix shown in N. Y. on Sept. 4 will be aired charge of sales and will have head- pounding away.” ly of Maw York radio is production 
| in Chi on Sept. 1 - in Detroit on Sept. 18 and in ’Frisco on Sept. 25. quarters at the WLW sales offices Meanwhile the fact-finding com- supervisor. , 
), Films are divided into three series—“TV Tot Time,” “Other Lands, in New York. mittee of the RTDG has been The show will feature cooking 
‘om Other People,” and “Industries for America.” One pic from each gathering material, after meeting demonstrations. but will subse- 
as series will be screened each week for 13 weeks. Houston—“The Queen for a with representatives of the Lord quently include other home-mak- 
_ - - a a fice. i ‘eparati r an exhaus- | j : -ec ics § cts 
ing on | | Day” radio show, m.c.d by Jack —” _ a p gage Posh — ing and home-economics subjects. 
ted Amsterdam, N. Y¥.—Cecil Wood-! station. He succeeds former Bailey will originate a series of tah sigs cote “a pe ge gy : ens 
BC Jand, general manager of WCSS,| Mayor Arthur Carter, who with-|three broadcasts over Mutual|>Weets, resigned and whether. iy _Seattle—Bill Shela, formerly at 
ing Amsterdam. has been elected pres.| dreW from active participation and | coast-to-coast from the Shamrock blacklist” does in fact exist. KXRN, Renton, now announcing at 
ore ; ae - arsine = si — whose ,financial interests were! Hotel on Sept. 4, 5 and 6. Air While findings of the committee| KXA here. Don Hansen is a new 
ident of the Community Service taken over by the present stock-| show will be part of a big Food have so far been kept completely announcer at RKSC and Al Morris 
Ve. Broadcasting Corp., operator of the | holders. Show to be staged here. under wraps, individual directors’ has joined the sales staff at KRSC 
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| *K 6. Ambition, brilliancy, business sense to 
| reach the majority of 36,000,000 people in 
| 430 counties in 18-states at the second lowest 
: | cost than any other high-powered station in 
. é “” America. 
7. Imagination to 
8. WOR- heard by foresee the ; 
the most people impact of WOR’s 
where the most great name 
people are. personalities. 
* the quaities attributed in this hand are based 
| on the finger and joint lengths and the height and 
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9 _______——__—_ Continued from page 35 ns 
most of the way and called the tor Duane McKinney's adept ca- 
turn on nearly all that was guessed. mera work. Fact that some of the 
He was sharp as a tack and beamed shots were cut too closely indi- 


like a cherub at the camera. It’s 
not surprising that he knew the 
answers, having been a top writer 
and researcher for all the years 
that Bing Crosby was in Kraft Mu- 


sic Hall. But it’s still charades and 
you take it or leave it Helm. 
WORDS AND MUSIC 
With Barbara Marshall, Jerry 
Jerome Trio 
Producer-director: Duane McKin- 
ney 
13 Mins.: Tues., Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 
This 15-minute musical stanza, 
wich preemed Tuesday night 


(2). is to be an eight-week replace- 


ment for Roberta Quinlan and her 
“Mohawk Showroom” program 
Judging from the show caught 


(4). it's a pleasant, tuneful inter- 
lude, albeit similar in production 
technique and format to other such 
programs on therair. 

Songstress Barbara Marshall, 
who carried most of the show, im- 


pressed with her middle-register 
pipes An attractive blonde, she 
handled ballads, novelty and show 
tunes with equal facility and also 
demonstrated a good TV _ person- 
alits She did most of the show 
sefted at the piano but moved 


about the set from time to time for 
the requisite action. Jerry Jerome 
trio. comprising a clarinet, accor- 
dion and bass (doubling on guitar), 
backed her nicely and evidenced 
good instrumental ability in their 
solo work. Bass player, in addition, 
worked a neat. harmonious duet 
with Miss Marshall. 
Show was staged 
tive the small 
was overcome by 


on an attrac- 
size of which 
producer-direc- 


set, 








JUDY CANOVA 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 
COMEDIENNE 








WM. H. KING 
Personal Management 
A. S. LYONS 


177 S. Beverly Dr. 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 











cated the program could use more 
camera rehearsal. Stal. 


JUNIOR'S PET SHOW 
With Ed Kallay, guests 
Director-producer: Dick Jackson 
15 Mins.: Fri., 6:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WAVE-TY, Louisville 

Modest 15-minute show 
should prove appealing to the 
and opens 
Kalla announcer 
prietor of a pet shop, dozing dur- 
ing a lull in biz. Apparently the 
summer slump has hit ¢he pet shop 


which 
kids 
Ed 


pro- 


too with 


staff 


as 


trade as well as other lines of 
business. In walks a couple kids 
with a dog and a parrot. Kallay 
quizzes ‘em as to the performing 
talents of their charges. and they 
proceed to have the dog sit up, 
ride in a small wagon, and the like 
Pets were evidently struck with 
stage fright for the response was 
indifferent. 

Next in with her pets was a 


teen-age girl, accompanied by a pet 
crow and a baby skunk ‘(deodorized 
for TV). Kallay, as the kindly pro- 
prietor carried on a q.&a. sesh 
with the gal, bringing out some 
facts anent the proper method of 
domesticating the pets. Gal was 
photogenic. and _ registered with 
nice personality. The pets respond- 


ed acceptably, particularly the 
crow which caught pieces of food 
in its beak. sat on gal’s shoulder, 
etc 

Simple set provided the pet 
shop background, and one ot the 
kids, as well as Kallay, told the 
viewers that an invitation was ex- 


tended to other kids who had pets 


to bring ‘em up, and show ‘em off 
on the television 

Neat production job by Dick 
Jackson. considering the unpre- 


dictability of animal pets, and cam- 
era kept participants well in focus 
throughout. Might have possibility 


for a dog food, or some such 

sponsot Wied. 

ROWENA 

With Rowena Frehse; Joe Mulvi- 
hill, announcer 

Producer-director: Jack Berker 


15 Mins., Thurs., 7:30 p. m. 
WNBRK, Cleveland 

The captivating personality. of 
towena with her 12-cord autoharp 
makes for a_ restful post-supper 
period. Singing the better known 
folksongs, Rowena shows her com- 
plete understanding of the song’s 
background and true meaning. In 
fact, she introduces each piece 
briefly with just enough comment 
to entice interest. 

Throughout the stanza, Rowena’'s 
personality and charm are major 
undertones that help highlight this 
easy-to-take stint. A simple back- 
ground. subdued lighting, and nice 
transition by production and ¢a- 
mera weave format into all-around 
fine quality. Mark. 


Hartford — Robert FE. Smith. 
longhair disk jockey at WTIC,. has 
been appointed Hartford chairman 
of the Metropolitan Opera Guild. 
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Minneapolis, Aug. 9. 

Panel of four experts to judge 
entries for the National Assn. of 
Radio News Directors first annual 
awards has been set, it was an- 
nounced by Sig Mickelson, 
NARND prexy. Judges are: E. R. 
Vadeboncoeur, general manager of 
WSYR, Syracuse; Prof. Mitchell V. 
Charnley, of the U. of Minnesota’s 
School of Journalism; Wilton Cobb, 


general manager of WMAZ, 
Macon: and Robert K. Richards, 
National Assn. of Broadcasters 
press directot 

Entries should be sent to Earle 
Smith. KMBC, Kansas City, Mo., 
before Aug. 31 Awards will be 
made during the NARND conven- 
tion in New York City, Nov. 11-13 
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the added 
Chesterfield 


also away, he took on 
task of handling the 
commercial, acquitting himself 
well. His forte, however, more 
the relaxed type of assignment 
than the effervescent characteriza- 
tion of which Parks is a master 

Broadcast included several good 
production numbers, including a 
sultry Latin- Americano dance. 
3etty Ann Grove niftily warbled 
a couple of novelty tunes and 
Estelle Loring was so-so chirping 
some straight pops. Admiral com- 
mercials by the Tatlers were 
pleasant and the Chesterfield plug, 
using a leggy lass garbed as a pack 
of cigarets, was an eye-catching 
bit. 


is 


NBC's “Academy Theatre” pre- 
sented Austin Strong's “The Drums 
of Oude” Monday (8) and the re- 
sult was pretty academic. There 
was hardly a trace of real emotion 


or suspense in this drama of a 
British garrison in India in the 
midst of a native revolt. Chiefly, 


it was the fault of an uninspiring 
script that never rose above the 
stale stereotypes of beating ritual 
drums, tight-lipped. stoical British 
Highlanders, massacre-mad Indians 
and icy English women “who take 
trouble like a thoroughbred.” 


The weaknesses of the play 
might have been overcome by a 
craftsmanlike production and _ sin- 
cere acting, but unfortunately the 
staging was inept and the cast 
phony and stiff 





| Swift 

t= Continued from page 33 ——= 
starring Tex McCrary and_ Jinx 
Falkenburg. From then until April, 
1948, Cooley and his staff produced 








an unbroken string of half-hour 
shows, exploring practically all 
conceivable daytime formats. _ It 


switched to nighttime program- 
ming in 1948 with the Lanny Ross 
series, which continued unbroken 
on NBC-TV until last Thursday. 


During the three-year trial pe- 


‘riod the agency racked up a num- 


ber of TV “firsts.” It had the first 
stop-action film for a Swift com- 
mercial, was the first to adapt 
stylized scenery to video instead of 
using the literal theatrical ap- 
proach or vaudeville’s backdrops 
and was the first to integrate film 
into a live show. In addition, Swift 
staged the first remote water ballet 
‘(from the Hotel Park Central, 
N. Y., pool) and the first indoor ice 
show. Through arrangements with 
NBC and BBC, Swift had films of 
the British Roval wedding on the 
air in N. Y. 17! hours after the 
event occurred, beating TV news- 
reels by a day and theatrical reels 
by half-a-week. 











ITV to Pattern 


Continued from page 32 








» 


of shows for submission to agencies 
and networks in the usual way 
Instead, he said, ‘‘a thorough anal- 
ysis is made on the specific product 
to be sold. This entails reviewing 
ot the printed material, art work 
and radio programming, which has 
been employed in the product's 
best sales campaigns. Then, based 
on the plus and minus results of 
the product’s case history, IT\ pre- 
pares a full TV merchandising and 
exploitation campaign and then 


creates the type of entertainment | 
the desired audi- 


which will lure 
ence group.” 
ITV will package both film and 
live programs and has aiready 
completed several series of shows. 
But, White said, none will be sold 
to a network on a sustaining basis 
In addition. to provide the best 
possible format for each individual 


7 


“|| NARND’s Awards Panel 





WLS Sponsors National 


Square Dance Festival 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 

WLS general manager Glenn 
Snyder, sparked by the whopping 
turnouts of square dance fans in 
a recent citywide contest, has an- 
nounced a national square dance 
festival starting June, 1950, with 
state and regional prelims leading 
up to Chi-staged finals in August. 

Station 


client, ITV will work on only one 
show of a kind at a time. Outfit 
will incorporate in its work several 
motion picture innovations, such as 
lensing most of the film in Koda- 


chrome from which a_ black-and- 
white reversal print will be made. 
White expressed conviction that 
the process provides a better TV 
picture than does straight black- 
and-white film. 


While ITV’s basic function will s Ti Big npg Plc the 
be as a package outfit, the firm Sun-fimes in the local barn dance 


contest. Snyder was reportedly 
overwhelmed at the response from 
“city slickers” who turned out 20.- 
000 strong tor the finals staged in 
outdoor Grant Park. 


will also set up a distribution serv- 
ice for outside indie producers on a 
percentage fee basis. Product will 
then be leased to local stations for 
a certain period of time, similar 











to the states rights system of sell- ‘ae — — : 
ing All such product will be ® 
turned out with open ends, per- TY to Pix: <j 
oe 9 on ge station to insert local J] _ anita dais: snes te 
Following his resignation from where they will naturally hit the 
the Selznick outfit. White estab- largest audience. Those left are 
lished his own vidfilm production either daytime or late evening 
firm. conducting tests at Movietone availabilities 
Studios, N. Y., to work out format Videomen have several other 
ideas. He then joined the newly- ideas for luring the film companies 
formed Lion Television Pictures into the fold For one, TV can 


create and build new stars for pix 


Corp. as veepee and board member. ; ' 
slotting them video 











He'll continue as a member of »9 at on pro- 
Lion’s directorate. ITV has five 8rams._ This does not mean bring- 
associate producers in Hollywood !9g a few top stars into the me- 
and three in N. Y. and will soon dium but promoting those person- 
appoint a veepee in charge of Coast alities who have not yet reached 
operations and a sales veepee. Also the top. As for exploitation, 
sascdlated with ITTV ia Robert M. broadcasters think the average 
Savini, prez of Astor Pictures. fan's interest in the film studios 
eae and their technical workings is 
something that has never been ex- 
CHI AUTO DEALER SEES ploited. TV would form a natural 
setting for such shows as a film in- 
0/ TV dustry public relations endeavor. 
? hy SALES HYPO IN As an example of the type of 
pitta shows that Hollywood might co- 
Chivago, Aug. 9 operate with, broadcasters cite 
At least one Chi auto dealer specifically “Hollywood in Three 
swears by television. In fact, he’s Dimensions,’ now aired via KTTV 
so hepped up over a 25% sales Pa the er oS ee 
; , erviews with stars, ehind-the- 
increase he attributes directly to scenes film clips, etc., could form a 
TV, that while one show is 26) good blueprint for the film com- 
weeks through a 52 week contract, | panies’ entry into TV. 
he’s alveady skedded for ancther, (oC 
Jim Moran of Courtesy Motors 
Co., new car dealers, is so pleased 


with what a wrestling show via 
WENR-TV has done for his biz that 
he has lined up a 13-week series of 
feature pix over WGN-TV, the se- 
ries to start Aug. 28, and bringing 
to local televiewers the outstanding 
not-so-old pix leased by WGN-TV | | 
through WPIX. New York. | 
Moran has 26 weeks’ sponsorship | | Now he { 
of WENR-TV’s wrestling show each | | a Lot 
Wednesday night, and is signed for | wre 
an additional 26 weeks. He _ be- wh f th 
lieves that TV has accounted for at o me 
least a 25°) increase in sales. 


; a HO 
well as a heavy increase in “floor | | U 
activity” which helps to create > CHICAGO 
future sales. : 


A SINGING ACT PAR EXCELLENCE. . Variety 
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WTMJ-TV, WBEN-TV Get — 
New Nat'l Sales Reps 


New television station reprgsen- 
tation firm of Harrington, Righter 
& Parsons last week signed as ex- 
clusive national representatives for 
both WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee, and 
WBEN-TV, Buffalo, effective Aug. 
22. Both stations were formerly 
repped by Edward Petry & Co., for 
which the three heads of the new 
firm tormerly worked. 

According to A. H. Kirchhofer of 
WBEN-TV and Walter J. Damm of 
WTMJ-TV, the “problems of tele- 
vision make it highly desirable to 
ulilize the service and sales effort 
ol a representative engaged exclu- | 
sively in television promotion.” 


The Modernaires grab 
off the accolades for 
this stanza, showing a 
brand of show savvy 
that puts them into the 
top name class. They ve 





got terrific material! 


... Johnny Sippel in 
Billboard. 


Returning August 29 
Campbell. SSIPS’ 
“CLUB 15° 

C. B.S. Coast-to-Coast 





Exclusively on 
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“He can’t even begin te eat up in Wheaties what he saves them 
im coal and oil.”: —_ 
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Walter Damm’s 
Grid Jackpot 


Milwaukee, Aug. 9. 

Walter Damm’s WTMJ and 
WTMJ-TV have lined up an ambi- 
tious radio and tele coverage of 
football games this fall. skedding 
12 telecasts and 24 radio broad- 
casts, all of them sponsored. Sta- 
tions will handle the contests of 
the Green Bay Packers, Marqueite 
U. and U. of Wisconsin. 

Five Wisconsin and three Mar- 
quette home games will be tele- 
vised for the First Wisconsin Na- 
tional Bank. Milwaukee, through 
the Marvin Lemkuhl agency. Deal 
for Wisconsin tilts at Madison was 
completed when A. T. & T. agreed 
to erect three semi-portable towers 
between Milwaukee and Madison 
to carry the series. Coaxial cable 
will be installed between the Madi- 
son phone building and Camp Ran- 
dall stadium. 

Pro games of the Packers to be 
telecast are four Milwaukee con- 
tests, sponsored by Wadham's Di- 
vision of Socony Vacuum Oil 
through Compton agency. This is 
the second year that WITMJ-TV 
has carried the Packer games. 

In addition, Socony bankroll- 
ing all 24 radio broadcasts of 
WTMJ. Nine of these tilts are Wis- 
consin, home and away, and the 
remaining 15 tilts are Packer road 
and home games. Sports announcer 
Bob Heiss will cover all 24 radio 
contests. 


is 


Some sort of record was estab- 
lished when Socony signed for the 
radio series. Socony manager M. 


G. Peeters said it will be the 21st 
consecutive season that Socony 
has picked up the tab on 
airings of Wisconsin and 
games. 


Packer 














Baseball 
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of the local Minor League club to 
grant permission. 


Similar complaints have been 
lodged by WSAY in Rochester. 
N. Y.; WBNY in Buffalo, and 


WARL in Arlington, Va. 

As a result of the complaints, it 
was learned, conferences were 
held in the Department with John 
Lord O'Brian, former assistant at- 
torney general, and W. G. Claytor, 
Jr., both of the Washington law 
firm of Covington, Burling, Rublee 
& Shorb, counsel for 
sioner Chandler. They reportedly 
agreed that the restrictions by 
home teams against broadcasting 
of other games should be revised 
80 as to avoid anti-trust problems. 

The Department 
sounded out 


the power of a major or 
league club to veto major league 
broadcasts or telecasts except 
when the local club is playing at 
home or broadcasting or televising 
its out-of-town games. 

At least one station refused to 
accept this compromise and ad- 
vised the Department in no uncer- 
tain terms it considered the pro- 
Position a Violation of the Sher- 
man Act. The onlv reason it could 
find for giving a local club power 
to prevent major league broad- 
casts at any time. it contended, 
would be to suppress competition. 
If this could be done with radio 
and television, it argued. it could 
be done with theatres and other 
entertainment enterprises. 

The only solution to the prob- 
lem, the station said. is to remove 
entirely the power of a local club 
to prevent broadcasts of contests 
In which it has no interest. If 
such a solution cannot be obtained 
y @ consent decree it urged that 
the Justice Dept. institute anti- 


trust proceedings to outlaw the re- 
Strictions. 





Dick Gilbert in N.Y. 


an Gilbert, Phoenix (KTYL) 
— Jockey planed in Sunday (7) 
or week's stay at Waldorf to tran- 
Scribe interviews with Xavier Cu- 
Bat, Perry Como, Freddy Martin, 
ear ean: Tex Beneke, Fon- 
po a isters and other platter per- 
Nalities for use on h's Arizona 
Pancake parade. 
PO ry to Washington tomorrow 
attend Invite President Truman to 
Ch Phoenix Jaycee’s (Junior 
amber of Commerce) 18ih an- 


isto” championship rodeo 


WTM. | 


Commis | 


thereupon) 
complaining stations | 
for comment on a proposal to limit | 
minor | 


TEXAS BAPTISTS PREP | Firemen Buy ‘City Hall’ 


FOR FM OPERATION 


Dallas, Aug. 9. 

Contracts for a 600-foot 
and other equipment for KYBS, an 
FM outlet to be built here by 
Texas Baptists have been let by 


Dr. R. Alton Reed, director of 
radio activities for the State Bap- 
tist Convention. It will be accord- 
ing to Dr. Reed, “the most power- 
ful FM station in Texas.” KYBS 
will be the key outlet of the pro- 
posed statewide Baptist network. 

Andrews Tower Co., of Fort 
Worth will begin work at once on 
the tower. Collins Radio Equip- 
ment Co., has contracted to provide 
the equipment. 

Yet to be let a building to 
house the transmitter and a studio 


is 


at Mount Lebanon, site of the 
tower. Two studios will be built 
at the Southwestern Baptist The- 
oligical Seminary at Fort Worth 


and one at the Buckner Orphans 
home here. The outlet is expected 
|to be ready to go on the air by 
Nov. 1. 





WLS Educ’! Director’s 
Series on German Youth 
Centers for Midwest 


Chicago, Aug. 9 

Army authorities in the occupied 
zone are planning to tell of U. S 
sponsored German Youth Activity 
on radio in an effort to 
help German youngsters get back 
on their feet along democratie 
lines. Part of the scheme is a one- 
month tour of the U. S. zone by 
WLS educational § director 
Josephine Wetzler. 

Latter departs Westover Field, 
Mass., Sept. 2 for an inspection 
trip of German youth centers in the 
American section with Army brass 
hoping her unbiased, factual re- 
ports later to the large rural and 
semi-rural WLS listening audience 
will arouse an encouraging 
| sponse in the U. S. 


midwest 


middle regions 


tower 


re- } 


towards the steps the Army is tak- | 


ing to rehabilitate the German 
teenagers. 


Plan stemmed from the 


three- | 


year program of Miss Wetzler via | 


WLS, in which she featured Ger- 
man Youth Activity, and its strug- 
gle against Communist 
influence. The campaign report- 
edly aroused such military interest 
that the Army command at Heidel- 
berg made a special request for 
her personal tour. 

Enroute, Miss Wetzler will tape- 
record programs in England and 
Scotland, using domestic life inter- 
views among various classes of 
people as a future series on the 
Prairie Farmer ouilet. 


BMI Reprises Clinic 


Formula of last month's Broad- 
cast Music, Inc.’s program direec- 
tors’ and librarians’ clinic—which 





ideas and | 


combined education with a country | 


club atmosphere—was so success- 
ful that a repeat is being staged 
Aug. 15-16. The cuffo two-day 


school will include. beside lectures | 


on programming and library op- 
erations, a cocktail party, lunches 
and a trip to the Cresthaven Coun- 
try Club, L. I. 

Speakers will include Tom Me- 
Fadden and Clay Daniel, general 
manager and program manager. 
respectively, of WNBC, N. Y.; Jack 


Poppele, engineering veepee of 
WOR, N. Y.; Arthur’ Rothafel, 
assistant program’ director’ of 


CBS-TV; Gorden Graham, WCBS, 
N. Y., assistant program, direc- 
tor; Ted Cott, program veepee 
of WNEW, N. Y., and BMI officials 
Bob Burton, Carl Havelin, Roy Har- 
lowe and James L. Cox. Latter Is 
chuffman of the clinic. 





Winnipeg — CKY. Winnipegs 
new radio station, has been granted 
a power boost by the CBC board of 
governors. Station will up _ its 
power from 1,000 watts to 5,000 
|when it starts broadcasting in the 
fall. Station is owned by the Berg- 
man- Moffat Broadcasting Co. 
which took over the call letters 
CKY when that station became 
CBW. 


San Antonio—Jerry Lee, pro- 
gram and production manager of 
WOAI, and a former singing star, 


has returned to the air in a 15- 
minute show titled “Songs You 
All Remember” Lee will sing 


under the name of George Gilbert. 
Program is to be heard Monday 
through Friday. 


United Firemen’s’ Assn. _ of 
Greater N. Y. has bought “City 
Hall,” 15-minute public service | 


show aired Saturday nights by the 
N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX. Welfare 
organization, which placed the 
order directly with the station, will 
bankroll the show for 13 weeks, 
Starting Saturday (13). 

Mayor William O’Dwyer will be 
interviewed by political reporter 
John Crosson on this week's pro- 
gram, discussing the forthcoming 
mayoraliy campaign and current 
problems confronting the city. 





Seattle 
weekly 


-Jack Kinzel again doing 
“Speaking of Radio” on 


FCC Preps Giveaway Crackdown, 
Roused to Action by Their Increase 


Washington, Aug. 9. 
Federal 
is 


The Communications 
Commission prepping to 
restrict giveaways, VARIETY learned 
today. It’s understood the Com- 
mission has instructed the staff to 


rules 


will 
It's 
argu- 
rules 


draw up regulations which 


be -given final scrutiny. 
exepecied that further oral 
ment will be allowed before 
are adopted. 


soon 


Growth in number of giveaways 


is believed to have roused the FCC 
to action. Hitherto it has been 
sitting on the problem. because of 
legal questions involved. Since 
oral argument on the’ proposed 
regulations were held last October, 
the FCC has been coasting in the 
hope that imminence of formal 
rules would prevent further spread 
of the bonanza shows. For a while 
the boom quieted down, but as 
time passed and the commission 
did nothing, the industry launched 
a new flood of giveaways 
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careful monitoring of tape record- 
ings would be desirable. 

Tapings of ordinary people tell- 
ing about their parts in some news- 
worthy event generally succeed 
best, being the only one that some- 
times create high interest even 
though their fidelity of reproduc- 
tion quality may be poor. Excerpts 
from speeches seldom gain high in- 
terest, and neither do ‘authentic 
sounds.” 

In short 
toring 


in moni- 
editorial 


the best rule 
is the venerable 
maxim—‘When in doubt, leave it 
out.’ The average listener isn’t 
aware that it may have been a tri- 
umph of ingenuity for you to get 
the recording; nor will-he give you 
high marks just because of the 
trouble you went to. 


Foreign and Domestic 

In an earlier chapter on mystery 
shows, it was mentioned that audi- 
ences are no longer automatically 
impressed with foreign § settings, 
but demand both authentic back- 
ground and a real reason for the 
story's being laid in a faraway 
place 

There's “a parallel to this situa- 
tion in the case of news. Pick- 
ups ot reports from overseas Can- 
not nowadays depend on their 
noveliv. value. The wise editol 
himself whether a _ foreign 
pickup definitely will add some- 
thing to the program, or whether 
the story cannot be related just as 
cogently from a U. S. newsroom 

One top program tested 
Schwerin, by exercising more 
lectivity and reducing the amount 
of time devoted to overseas pick- 
ups from about a third of the 
total news time to about one-tenth, 
raised the average score of the 
foreign pickups that remained by 
10 points. Concurrently, the ave- 
rage interest in all the program’s 
news rose 12 points. 

In reporting foreign news, 
whether trom abroad or by a news- 


asks 


by 


Sse- 


caster in this country, the tests 
have brought out the great im- 
portance of relating the meaning 
of each item to the plain U. S. 
citizen. In studies of the longer 
items by a reporter” especially 
noted for his foreign coverage, 
Schwerin found that every time 


the item concluded by telling what 
effect the event was likely to have 
on the average American, interest 
rose; whenever the event’s tie-in 
to the listener was left cloudy, 
interest fell off. 

As a final point on foreign pick- 
ups. Schwerin brings up the re- 
minder that there’s a double haz- 
ard in using them. Not only must 
the story have intrinsic worth to 
get good interest; there is always 
the stronger danger that reception 
won't be good. On one show 
tested, a special reporter had trav- 
eled 5,000 miles to cover an im- 
portant on-the-spot event; his 
pickup was so static-ridden as to 
be unintelligible, with the result 
that it hit an average score of 
only 21, the lowest interest mark 
ever reached on a news program. 

Problems of Approach 

The principle of Approach, one 
of Schwerin’s five basic ““F-A-M-E- 
D” elements of sound program- 
ming, is one naturally of great 


concern to  newscasters. Their 
reportorial training makes them 
recognize how important it is 
to get their broadcasts started 


strongly. Therefore, the Schwerin 
System has put considerable study 
into this subject. 

On one news program, it was 
found that the comparatively sim- 
ple change of having the main 
reporter rather than the announcer 
deliver the headlines produced a 
15-point gain in interest in the 
headlines themselves; not only 
that, but there was a carryover 
effect, with the rest of the news 
being markedly better received. 

On another major show, the 
basic problem proved to be the 
organization of the lead _ stories. 
When they were shortened and the 
newscaster reorganized them to 
cut down on the confusion caused 
by too much shuttling back and 
forth among “points of view,” 
there was clear gain in interest 
both for the lead stories and for 
the rest of the news. 

News Program Appeal 

Schwerin’s extensive data on 
audience group appeal reveal that, 
on the average, news programs 
have a more even pattern of in- 
terest among both age and edu- 
cation groups than most other 
tvpes of show. In the case of age 
groupings, news shows generally 

e. ' ; , ae ‘ 


Schwerin 


Continued from page 28 

















appeal a little more to older peo- 
ple than to younger adults, but 
this is not as pronouncedly true as 
with most other program-types. 
In the case of education groups, 
people with high school or college 
educations are, if anything, some- 
what more interested in the aver- 
age major news programs than are 
the grade school educated. 

However, one veteran com- 
mentator tested by the Schwerin 
System was a violent exception 
to the above rule. His whole audi- 
ence average was quite be- 
cause interest in the program was 
concentrated almost exclusively 
among older people and those with 
grade educations. A spon- 
sor desiring wide audience cover- 
age would have been making a big 
mistake to buy this show; but iit 
was an ideal outlet for a product 
aimed at older people. 


low, 


¥ 
school 





NBC's Split | 


Continued from page 


panded to embrace the overall 
radio-television structure, despite 
the split up, Eiges, Hammond and 
Kopf will continue their reign in 
both spheres of operation 

At the moment, the sales picture 
is in need of clarification. With 
Sylvester (Pat) Weaver moving in 
as head of television, actually no 
one in sales reports to him. Under 
the present system of sales integra- 
tion, George Frey, No. 2 man in 
the sales picture, reports to Kopf 
Both Kopf and Weaver, in turn, re- 
port directly to exec veepee 
Charles R. Denny. 

It was originally anticipated 
that the decisions coming out of 
the B A & H report would be ready 


for submission and study at the 
annual NBC convention Sept. 7 to 
11 at White Sulphur Springs. How- 
ever, with prexy Niles Trammell 
and RCA prez Frank Folsom cur- 
rently vacationing and not due 
back until Aug. 15 at the earliest, 
it's now a certainty that the final 


report won't emerge until after the 
convention. 


| | 
| ‘Stop Sitting’ 
FCC ‘Stop Sitting’ | 
Continued from page 32 a 
renders the license he'll have to 
gamble (if he’s an AM broadcast- 
er) that radio will be good for a 
long time. If he hangs on, it means 
hearings before the FCC (and the 
expense of legal counsel) and con- 
vincing the agency it hasn't been 
squatting on the channel. If he 
goes ahead with the station, he is 
really making the plunge which, 
who knows how much it will cost 
and how long it will take before 
he’s out of the red. 
Of course, delay in going ahead 








with construction doesn't neces- 
sarily mean stalling. Sometimes, 


it’s a headache to acquire a satis- 
factory site for a television trans- 
mitter and antenna tower. There 
are problems involving zoning and 
approval of the aviation authori- 
ties, let alone finding a location 
which has the desired elevation. 
In a number of cases, getting the 
site has taken up to a year or 
more. And it would be foolhardy 
to order equipment until the site 
is assured. 

Recently, the Commission, in de- 
nying extensions, has given per- 
mittees the opportunity of request- 
ing hearings to offer evidence of 
diligence. Last week, the agency 
scheduled proceedings to hear tes- 
timony from KEYL in San Antonio 
and KTVU in Portland, Ore. The 
hearings will be held Sept. 1 and 
29, respectively, in Washington 
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The revenue received by WMS at 
Williams keeps the station going 
and Williams objects to a proposal 
by the FCC to forbid outlets from 
selling time. 

Minn. Station’s Wide Appeal 

That the stations are popular 
with students ig evident from in- 
formation furnished by the col- 
leges. The University of Minne- 
sota cites a survey among its dormi- 
tories showing its campus outlet. 


WMMR, as third in listening to 
WCCO and KSTP in the Twin 
Cities, despite poor reception in 


some of its buildings. 
According to the Intercollegiate 


{ 
Broadcasting System, the campus 


station is the largest extra-curricu- 
lar activity at many schools. The 


TV Creating | 


college outlets, says IBS, develop a’ 


variety of professional radio 
people, including engineers, an- 
nouncers, station managers, and ac- 
tors, in addition to personnel for 


electronics manufacturers and re- 
search groups—government and 
private. 


The stations cooperate with com- 
mercial outlets in exchange of pro- 
grams and joint use of facilities 
and, IBS asserts, are “complement- 
ary rather than competing.” 

Because of their low cost and 
the fact they can be tuned in by 
ordinary receivers, the stations 
are admirably suited to many col- 
leges. The suggestion that colleges 
substitute noncommercial educa- 
tional FM stations is opposed by 
IBS on grounds that many schools 
cannot afford the more expensive 
FM cost and maintenance, that 
there is no opportunity to defray 
expenses by income from adver- 
tising, and that the majority of 
college administrators do not de- 
that unreviewed programs 
leave the campus. “Otherwise,” 
says IBS, “such programs might 
adversely involve the institution in 


sire 














public relations.” 


People Will | 








Laas Continued from page 31 cae 


that many station operators are 
fighting this period through on 


the premise that quality of product 
will continue to pay off. 

I don’t want to give you the im- 
pression that I am determined to 
go into bankruptcy with the purest 
of white flags unfurled. Actually, 
we haven’t changed our feelings 
about double-spotting, laxatives, 
selling time for religious programs 
or accepting female remedies. Curi- 
ously, although we have held to 
that line, our time sales and earn- 
ings are running ahead of last year 
despite unavoidable increases in 
operating costs. I think the net- 
works may very well find that some 
of their affiliates at least will not 
go along. 

We have accepted beer advertis- 
ing for some years, and perhaps 
we are fortunate in having three 
local breweries with a shrewd 
sense of public relations as well as 
sound selling and business think- 
ing. Their commercial copy and 
programming not only meet our 
standards, but apparently haven't 
offended our listeners because in 
the last wear I have received but 
one protest from listeners and that 
was a_ stereotyped form letter 
which upbraided me not only for 
beer copy but also for handling 
liauor, which we don’t do. 

I can’t help but feel that the lis- 
teners will stay with the station 
that continues to try to maintain 
broadcasting on a dignified basis. 
I know there are many others who 
agree with me. 

Victor A. Sholis, 
Director, WHAS, Louisville. 











Johnson 
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Tiemann 
the listener to screen your broad- 
casts. It indicates laziness, lack 


of pride and a total rejection of 
station responsibility.” 

Watson had sent Johnson a copy 
of the letter he wrote to the 
Florida delegation. He said he held 
no brief for the liquor interests 
and that his station does not 
accept their advertising. “We do, 
however,” he said, “claim the right 
to make such policy decisions our- 
selves, basing our judgement on 
an appraisal of the needs of the 
area we serve and on our own 
best interests in a highly com- 
petitive radio market. I vigorously 
protest the invasion of free speech 
proposed by Sen. Johnson.” 

Watson said he was 
Opinion that Johnson’s 
to strengthen Federal control of 
radio” and all allied campaigns 
should be fought by those “faithful 
to truly American principles.” He 
said he was unable to understand 
the reasoning prompting the Sen- 
ator’s “borderline prohibition” un- 
less it was based on a political 
desire to satisfy both his drinking 
and non-drinking constituents. 

Johnson apparently alluded to 
this remark in a part of his letter 
which stated: “Let me emphasize 
that I am neither a crusader nor a 
zealot. I just happen to believe 
that the privacy of the home is 
more scared than the sales talk of 
the whiskey peddler aided and 
abetted by the family radio sta- 
tion.” 


of the 
“campaign 
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George Marshall, prez of the 
Washington Redskins, who has 
refused to kick the TV cameras out 
of his arena. “Television can’t 
possibly hurt his house,” Arries 
said. “His fans know they’re going 
to see a fine squad in action and 
they'd go to see it regardless.” 
DuMont noted a_= slight 
in certain baseball attend- 
ance figures but claimed _ that 
couldn't be blamed on video. “‘Peo- 
ple who go for that kind of think- 
“IT think 
played in 


exec 


slump 


ing are fools,” he said. 


that of all the sports 
this country, baseball has the best 
chance of stimulating interest 
among future supporters by stick- 
ing with TV—and they are appar- 
ently cognizant of that fact.” 
Arries thinks that TV networks 
will develop a well-rounded variety 
sports program which will be aided 
by the coast-to-coast coaxial hook- 
up. He foresees the day when 
eastern viewers will watch the 
Rose Bowl game from Pasadena on 
their sets and Coast viewers will 
be able to watch the big eastern 
college games. And if sports like 


baseball, football and boxing are 
finally proven to be _ adversely 
affected by video, Arries thinks 
there may be a cure for that. It’s 


in the increased use of films—giv- 


ing viewers just a fragment of 
some events, such as a few horse 
races each day, to whet their 


appetites enough to draw them out 
to the tracks. 











| FM 


would be of benefit to the station’s 








audience.’ 
The Commission would improve 


FM receiver selectivity by revis- 
ing its standards affecting inter- 
ference ratios for stations. These 
standards, said the agency, are 
based on present and_ probably 
future development of FM _ re- 
ceivers, 


The proposed changes, on which 
the agency has asked for comments, 
were regarded by Everett Dillard, 
a director of FMA, as “a _ far- 
sighted move” by the Commission. 
He said that in improving the 
standards to meet the realities of 
receiver design problems, the Com- 
mission is doing everything possi- 
ble to improve the efficiency of 
the sets. He pointed out that the 
agency has no jurisdiction over the 
receiver manufacturer. 

Dillard was of the opinion the 
Commission’s action would mean 


| fewer Class A or community type 


FM stations in such metropolitan 
areas as New York, Los Angeles 
and Washington. 

He expressed confidence that 
other problems having to do with 
FM receivers will be met by manu- 
facturers through the force of com- 
petition. 
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distinctly detrimental to its own 
prestige and position as a 50,000- 
watter that is Chi owned-and-op- 
erated. Platt formerly was assist- 
ant program director of WIND 
here, and reportedly was brought 
into WCFL to correct a catch-as- 
catch-can operation. 

One station spokesman was 
quoted as saying: “We're sick and 
tired of being considered a second 
class, second choice, second run 
outlet. We've got the power and 
the position to be a top dog in the 
midwest. Now that our physical 
plant is ready, watch our smoke 
in programming.” 

One technical difficulty in 
WCFL showcasing is the size 
limitation of its present quarters 
in the Furniture Mart. Although , 
a special job has been done with 
acoustical ceilings in the studios, 
the height of the rooms still handi- 
cap sound effects, according to 
station engineers. There’s also a 
space obstacle. 

There is no indication that 
WCFL will move to larger quarters 
in the near future, but the attitude 
is that such a step is a logical 
followup of the present drive to 
capture bigger audiences and in- 
fluence, 





‘CBS’ 356 Rap in Stanley 
— Suit Cues Wariness On 
Part of Webs, Agencies 


Hollywood, Aug. 9 

Networks and ad agencies are 
exercising greater caution in the 
handling of program idea Submis. 
sions as a result of a recent high 
court decision in a damage suit 
against CBS. There's even been 
some talk of refusing to consider 
freelance program ideas. but that’s 
regarded as an unlikely prospect 

The court case that has been the 
talk of radio and television cirtles 
resulted in a $35,000 damage ver. 
dict against CBS for appropriating 
a program formula submitted by 
scripter Jack Stanley. The network 
appealed a lower court decision 
but the plea was dismissed in a 
5-2 decision by the supreme court 
highest tribunal in the state. ; 


Interesting aspect of the case 
was that the upper court upheld 
the previous judgement that al. 


though no single element in Stane 
ley’s program format was original 
the combination of all the elements 
constituted an _ original creation, 
Also, it affirmed the original jury 
verdict that the overall similarity 
in the plaintiff's show and _ that 
used by the network was sufficient 
to support the charge of copying, 

Stanley alleged that his program, 


“Walter Wanger Presents,” with a 
format called “Preview Parade” 
and “Hollywood Preview,” were 
used by CBS in its ‘Hollywood 
Preview” series for Mobilgas and 
Mobiloil. In asking for a reversal 


of the $35,000 award, the network 


argued that the jury verdict was 
“so excessive that it appeared to 
have been given under the ins 


fluence of prejudice and passion.” 
that it had discovered new evi- 
dence, and that the evidence wag 
insufficient to support the verdict. 


NEW TELE FILMING 
PROCESS CUTS COST 


Hollywood. Aug. 9. 
Inc., under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Ferenz H. Fodor, has 
developed a _ process for filming 
television programs at a cost level 
to that of kinescope 

Dr. Fodor stated that process 
enables the filming of 30-minute 
shows with specially built cameras 
with a magazine capable of holding 
1,200 feet of film Film, also, is 
specially packaged as usual load is 
900 feet. 

Cameras are operated mechani- 
cally from a control panel. Each 
camera has three lenses which are 
also automatically switched. Sys- 
tem, which has been dubbed Video- 
films, makes use of double system 
sound recorded separately. 


Filmtone. 











Talent Unions 


Continued from page 3 [ame 
and memberships. Greater part of 
live TV work is handled in the 
east, with Coast unions fearing any 











permanent authority might be 
dominated by eastern talent. 
Another tough problem is_ the 


fact that the Screen Actors Guild 
and Screen Extras Guild now con- 
trol film talent, with no desire to 
relinquish that control unless the 
lines between telefilms and motion 
pictures are clearly drawn. This 
could not be done during the eight- 
day debate. Unions represented 
were members of the AFL interna 
tional of the 4A’s, namely Equity, 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, American Guild of Musical 
Artists, American Guild of Variety 
Artists, Chorus Equity, SAG and 
CEG. 


——, 








TV—Bouts 








Continued from page 32 
chain in the east, has announced 
his intentions to concentrate on 
sports events pickups at the start. 
With less than 10 major events 
available throughout the year, the 
elimination of even two or three 
of them might seriously curtail his 
plans. 

Fight managers’ ban on TV, 
meanwhile, settles the squabble 
between NBC and CBS over which 
would have rights to the outdoor 
bouts staged by the International 
Boxing Corp. and the Madison Sa. 
Garden Corp. As plans now line 





up, CBS will air Wednesday night 
indoor fights from _ St. Nick $ 
Arena, N. Y., under Ballantine § 
sponsorship and NBC will televise 
Friday night bouts from the 
Garden under’ sponsorship ° 
Gillette Safety Razor. 
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Decca Holds to LP 


Columbia Pressers Say Taint True PAF AKIN 


Bridgeport, Aug. 9 > 
Columbia Records Corp.’s main 
factory—now its sole plant 


ressing 
aan the closing of the Hollywood 
sinc 

te—is said to be turning out Mi- 
| —iv ~ 


-rogroove Long-Playing disks for 
Seeet Records. According to plant 
workers, CRC presses were put to 
work within the past few weeks 
on LP versions of many of Decca’s 
heaviest selling albums. and a fair- 
sized inventory has already been 
stacked up. 
Columbia execs — 
won't admit they re 
platters for Decca. 


however. 
LP 


here, 
making 


Decca’s Denial 

Decca executives in New York, 
who several weeks ago denied hav- 
ing made any decision to use Col- 
umbia Record’s 3343 rpm system 
for its album product only, also 
deny that Columbia is now pressing 
LP’s for them. Decca’s Dave Kapp, 
head of artists and repertoire, 
stated late last week that when 
and if Decca decides to go LP it 
will press the platters itself. 

However, it’s felt that Decca, 
while refusing to admit it has de- 
cided to go LP, has done so and 
is allowing Columbia to press an 
initial batch of platters that will 
hit the market at the same time 
an announcement is made. 


AFM Releases 
Spivak from WM 


After months of waiting for a 
decision from the American Fed 
eration of Musicians executive 
board, Charlie Spivak was given a 
forced release from the William 
Morris agency band department 
last week. That leaves the Morris 
outfit with only Duke Ellington as 
a name outfit and could result in 
the finalizing of a decision by book- 
er Cress Courtney to strike out for 
himself. He had intended doing 
that months ago when the Morris 
agency band division began break- 
ing up. 

Spivak filed a plea for release 
with the AFM sometime ago. on 
Various grounds, all of which 
charged Morris with not living up 
to their contract. While awaiting 
a decision, Morris, however. con- 
tinued to book him. He is talking 
with Music Corp. of America, and 
General Artists Corp. about a new 
deal with either one, but nothing 
Is definite. 


CHI RETAIL DISKERS 
SEEK NAT’L GROUP 


. Chicago, Aug. 9. 
Chi Retail Record Assn., formea 

uty to combat price-slashing of 
€ disk manufacturers, met at the 

Congress hotel last week for a re- 

ter Nae the NAMM convention re- 

_ y held in New York, plus the 

- ne Ing of a proposed nation- 
ide Retail Record Assn. 


The Chica 
hands with A sig 








( will join 
; 4 Similar setup in New 
— bd stimulate. organization in 
is bein “ee A national convention 
genizate planned for Chicago. Or- 
inet 10 On a national scale. will 
Prices - bs some control over 
subject t isks, instead of being 

© moves by the waxeries. 





Ricordi’s New Officers 


Pre clowing action of the Alien 
G. Rie. Custodian in. returning 
ake Cordi & Co. to its former 
rectors recast oc kholders and di- 
cen a 

ficer slate y elected a new of 
whinetitlo Ricordi was voted prez 
treasur ranco Colombo was named 
er. Renato Tasselli be- 


rector, Secretary and managing di- 


Compan 


y's i iene liy 
Composed catalog is principally 


of grand opera scores. 


Denial, But 





Mystery Unraveled! 
Percy Faith made a fishing 
{rip into the wilds of Canada a 


week ago. He had an In- 
dian guide along and during 
the course of the trip 
Faith taught the guy to sing 
*“A—You're Adorable,” It went 
fine, except that the guide 
would sing-the alphabet let- 
ters in English and_ the 
rest of the lyric in his native 
language. 


Faith says the result sounded 
like bop. 


‘Hucklebuck’ Disk 


May Team Bailey, 
Page on |-Niters 


Pear! Bailey and trumpeter Hot 





Lips Page, who combined on the 
Harmony label ‘(Columbia’s 49c 
disk) to work up a hit platter of 
“Hucklebuck,” may be booked to- 
gether Joe Glaser, Associated 
Booking head, who handles Miss 
Bailev. is working out a deal un- 


der which Page and a small band 
would be aligned with the singer 
to work one-nighters they've been 
offered. 

Harmony disk cut by Miss Bailey 
and Page was unusual in that it 
was done solely to deliver an es- 
tablished hit on a low-priced disk. 
“Hucklebuck” had been made a hit 
by Frank Sinatra (Columbia), 
Tommy Dorsey (Victor) and others, 
but when the Bailey-Page platter 
was released it took a lot of the 
play away from rival platters. And 
created the situation under which 
it would be advantageous to book 
them as a team. 





Sinatra’s Disking Of 
Marsala Tune Stirs 
Interest After Nixes 


Record companies are buzzing 
currently about a new ballad titled 
“Let Her Go, Let Her Go. Let Her 


Go.” recorded first by Frank 
Sinatra for Columbia Records. Joe 
Marsala, jazz clarinetist, who 


hasn't had too much luck recently. 
is the writer of both lyric and 
musie of the tune and its publica- 
tion involves an unusual story. 

Marsala took the song to various 
publishers, only to be turned 
down. He finally. went to the 
Warner Bros. firms, and the latter, 
explaining that they were well 
stocked with WB film pops, agreed 
to have copies printed for Marsala 
with a Music Publishers Holding 
Corp. note indicating the publisher 
(MPHC is parent company of vari- 
ous WB firms). After that Mar- 
sala was to do what he could with 
the tune. If anything happened 
they'd publish. But it was all up 
to Marsala himself. 

Musician got Sinatra interested, 
and the latter’s disking. not vet re- 
leased. has stirred all the interest. 
And so WB will work on the tune. 


LANZA PLUGGED VIA 
M-G PUSH OF PIC TUNE 


Holivwood, Aug. 9. 

Loew’s-owned Big 3 music pub- 
lishing affiliate has been given or- 
ders by homeoffice execs in New 
York to push heavily on the ex- 
ploitation of the musical score of 
“Midnight Kiss” as a means of 
helping introduce and put over a 
film newcomer, Mario Lanza. 
Known in operatic circles, Lanza 
plays opposite Kathryn Grayson in 
the film. along with Jose Iturbi 
and Ethel Barrymore. 

Initial tune from the score to be 
plugged will be “I Know, I Know, 
I Know.” 


7. 
' 





, 


DECCA, LEEDS | 


ui 


mn 
u y 














The almost 
between 


constant bickering 
recording companies and 
music publishers over violated re- 
on pressings of new 
tunes may be broken wide oven as 
a result of the last week by 
Decca Records and Lou Levy, head 
of Leeds Music, over Decea’s 
Claimed jumping of restrictions on 
Bing Crosby's “The Last Mile 
Home.” Levy's blast at Decca and 
Decca’s answers. which are echoed 
by other recording execs, could 
have the effect of breaking up the 
practice of stamping release dates 
on new tunes and the removal of 
what many diskers feel is a prac- 
tice that has been hampering ‘free 
enterprise’ in the disk business 

Victor, for one, is mulling the 
advisability of telling publishers 
from whom it accepts tunes that it 
will observe no release dates on 
anvthing but show and film scores. 
that it will release a new tune 
when it sees fit. If those terms 
aren't acceptable it will not take a 
melody for disking. Decea’s Dave 
Kapp agrees fairly closely, except- 
ing that in the event a publisher 
insists on a release date. Decea 
doesn't want to see the song until 
just before the date the publishers 
will work on it. 

Diskers are all of the pronounced 
opinion that the habit of using re- 
lease dates on pops is hurting the 

(Continued on page 60) 


lease dates 


clash 


Carl Fischer 
Plans to Exit 


DISK RELEASES 





N. Y. Jobbing: 


Carl] Fischer is planning to drop 
out of music jobbing in New York 
only. Frank Conners, head of the 
organization’s eastern distributing 
division, has been discussing with 
two personalities in N. Y. the pos- 
sibility of either buying out or 
taking over the Fischer aecounts 
in the east. Music Dealers Service, 
which recently took over the in- 
ventory and customers of -Ashley, 
another jobber, is talking over the 
same idea with Fischer. but there’s 
no indication of whether a deal 
will be made. 

Fischer, the largest jobber in the 
midwest, headquartering in Chi- 
cago, will continue that outlet. It 
is said to be drawing out of the 
eastern market because of the de- 
mands of emplovees, who recently 
elected to organize and join the 
United Office and _ Professional 
Workers of America. ClO white- 
collar union. Fischer apparently 
feels that the added expense of 
shipping and billing sales in the 
east doesn't justify the compara- 
tively small amount of business the 
outfit does out of N. Y. 

UOPWA, incidentally, caused 
Ashley to get out of jobbing in 
N.Y.—that plus hiked demands for 
the rental of office space. A new 
lease had to be signed by Ashley 
at the same time its personnel de- 
manded salarv boosts, and the out- 
fit couldn't see its way clear to 
underwriting both increases. It 
sold its inventory to MDS and the 
latter took over most of its ac- 
counts. a move, incidentally. which 
strengthened MDS’ hold on the 
greater portion of the jobbing busi- 
ness in the U. S. 


Sammy Kaye ‘Cracks 
Pa. Admish Record 


Lancaster, Pa., Aug. 9. 
Sammvy Kave’'s orchestra cracked 


the bo. mark at the American 
Legion Park ballroom, Ephreta, 
Pa.. near here, Sunday ‘7) eve- 
ning. Kave plaved to 4.440 admis- 
sions at $1.25 on a promotion date 
handled by Dave Helman for the 
local Legion chapter. 

Park uses names consistently. 


Kave’s mark topped a 3.400 admis- 
sion mark set this vear by Louis 
Prima and an all-time b.o. level of 
3.800 by the Mills Bros. 


Precedence to 


Now, There 
San Francisco, Aug. 9 

Columbia Records Corp. has 
an answer to RCA-Victor's 
stream of communiques which 
point out that RCA’s 45 rpm 
record changers” are being 
spotted in automobiles, air- 
planes, as part of apartment 
house equipment, etc 

CRC’s 331% rpm LP 
has just been installed in 
catraz prison 


system 


Al- 





Decca Finds Sale 
Moves Disks That 
Didn't Go Before 


Decca exees are being pleasantly, 
surprised by one aspect of the 
50°o-off sale still being conducted 
by dealers. It’s pointed out that 
quite a bit of the album material 
that heretofore did not sell is be- 
ing moved off dealers’ shelves. 
Such-items as the “Songs of Our 
Times” series, which hasn't shown 


sales health since first released: 
the more recent “Telephone 
Songs,” “‘Automobile Songs,” etc., 


all are claimed to be selling at the 
reduced tab, whereas they didn't 
go before. 

That’s unusual in view of the ex- 
perience of RCA-Victor. which ran 
a similar sale previously Victor 
people found that sale or no sale, 
items that were not in demand at 
full price were hard to move at re- 
duced price. It was found that 
buyers sought out the top material 
in pop and classicals and left most 
of the other to continue gathering 
dust. 


Goodman Solos At 
Monte Carlo Club, | 


Underwrites Vacash 


Benny Goodman plaved his clari- 
net in Europe after all, following 
his two-week run at the Palladium 
theatre, London. Work consisted 
of a one-night. solo appearance at 
the Sporting Club, Monte Carlo, 
where B. G. had gone for a vaca- 
tion. He drew 500.000 francs for 
working alone ‘about $2,000), and 
it paid his expenses for the run 
to Monte Carlo. 

Goodman originally 
working a series of concert one- 
nighters in England, and on the 
Continent with his own band there- 
after. Band would have met him 
in Paris, since it was barred from 
working with him in England by 
British Musicians Union rules; 
Goodman used English men at the 
Palladium. But during the run at 
the London theatre he cancelled 
all further bookings. He may go 
to Europe next April, however. 





intended 





ARMSTRONG MAY TOUR 
EUROPE AGAIN IN FALL 


Louis Armstrong may go to Eu- 


rope again in the fall for another 
string of concert dates with his 
small jazz combination. Arm- 


strong has been offered a number 
of bookings on the Continent, but 
Joe Glaser, head of Associated 
Booking, won't let him take off 
until he has signed agreements for 
a minimum of 60 dates. 

So far, tentative agreements 
have been made for a two-week 


run in Scandinavia, Oct. 1-13, and 
for four other single dates in 
Switzerland, Oct. 16 to 19. Each 


booking is on a $2.000 guarantee 
and percentage, with an exchange 
arrangement. 

Armstrong opens Aug. ?% : 
Citv, New York. It’s incidentally, 
his first shot in N. Y. in some time 


i 


———____—__-¢ 


W) ASCAP Consent Decree Seen Taking 


Society-Tele Deal 


settlement 
American Society of 
Authors Publish- 
ers and television has taken a new 
tack 


mentioned 


Possibility of a soon 


between the 


Composers, and 


along lines never pointedly 


before bv either side. 
It's the opinion of the video men 
that a deal will be made before 
the new Sept. 1 deadline, but they 
say they do not expect-to finalize 
an agreement before ASCAP 
works out its new consent decree 
with the U. S. Department of Jus- 
tice, now being negotiated. 

Video angle on the necessary 
priority of the decree is that its 
terms are exepected to have some 
bearing on ASCAP’s collection of 
fees for the exhibition of motion 
pictures. Last year N. Y. Federal 
Judge Vincent L. Leibell decided 
in suit brought against the Society 
by New York film theatre overators 
that ASCAP must divest itself of 
the right to collect exhibition fees 
in theatres; later he amended that 
to read that ASCAP could retain 
the rights, but could not sell such. 

Tele people expect in the future 
to be using quite a bit of musical 
films on the air’and they will want 
to know how the situation stands 
before an ASCAP-tele deal is com- 


pleted. They'll want to know 
whether ASCAP can, under a 
blanket license agreement with 
tele, include the right to televise 
music in motion pictures without 
extra cost. Or whether such rights 
must be bought separately from 


copyright owners. To them it’s an 
important angle since dickering 
separately for an okay to exhibit 
musical film on tele screens, which 
is basically the same as exhibiting 
them in theatres, will cost extra 
coin. 

It has been mentioned that the 
Government’s new consent decree 
with ASCAP will give ASCAP the 
right to collect exhibition fees 
again. If that’s so, Judge Leibell 
will, of course, have to be consult- 
ed and his decision amended. Tele 
people have been aware of the im- 
plications of the exhibition fee 
angle in relation to the use of films 


on the air, but the situation has 
not until this time been spot- 
lighted. 





Lay Groundwork 


For Tape AM Fee 


Meeting last week between 
Harry Fox, music publishers 
agent and trustee, and Rebert P. 
Mvers, NBC v.p. and general coun- 
sel, laid the groundwork for the 
separate payment to pubs fer the 
use of music on commercial AM 
broadcasts recorded on tape. And 
it’s probable that ad agencies and 
sponsors will ask the stars of such 
shows to pay such costs themselves, 
atleast in those instances where 
taping is done to make things 
easier for the performers involved. 
If such shows were to be done 
live, there would be no extra cost: 
musie would be free under radie’s 
blanket licenses. 

When Fox and Mvyers first met 
over the problem of paying extra 
for taping, a type of recording not 
covered under existing contracts, 
a figure of $15 per song was ad- 


vanced. That’s granted to be too 
high for a one-time use, particu- 
larly since transcription compa- 


nies using music in various kinds 

of show-recording pay less. 
Future meetings between Fox 

and Myers will establish a rate. 





Hopping ‘Blues’ Wagon 

New arrangement of the oldie, 
“Lovesick Blues,” by Hank Wil- 
liams and His Drifting Cowbovs 
on the M-G-M label, has clicked 
so solidly that other disk firms are 
rushing out their own versions 

Williams’ platter has been lead- 
ing the hillbilly field in point of 
‘ukebox plays as well as rv d 
sales. Song was written by I)v- 
ing Mills and Cliff Friend in 1922. 
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Perry Como “Give Me Your 
nd’—'I_Wish I Had a Record” 
Peter). One of the finest record- 
oe Como ever made, Give Me 
vou Hand” has a hot chance to 
a te qa solid smash. A dra- 
Bete ballad meloay with a punch 
qpet line. Como spins it with 
ale sales impact than even his 
mor wpemtation” and “Prisoner of 
pve” sides. Flipover is a rhythm 
nelody with little to recommend 
me excepting Como’s bounce per- 
formance, which could move it. 
Andrews Sisters “I Can Dream, 


Can’t y’—“Wedding of Lili Mar- 
ne’ (Decca). Two excellent 
sides, either of which has a fine 
chance to click big. “T Can 
Dream,” most of which carries a 


ut solo by Patti Andrews, 
sae the trio backed by a chorus 
and the Gordon Jenkins orchestra, 
is a commercial cinch. So is the 
reverse, however, a smooth trio 
version of the top English hit now 
being pushed here. [Two tunes, 
separately, are among the best 
disks the trio has cut. rhey’re 
peautifully backed by Jenkins. 


Vic Damone “My Bolero’— 
“Through a Long and Sleepless 
Night” (Mercury). Now riding 


high with “You're Breaking My 
Heart,” Damone has a chance at 
another hit in the “Bolero side of 
this disk. An attractive tune, a 
lightheavy of the “Ballerina” type, 
Damone cuts it solidly and gets 
excellent assistance from a band 
directed by Glen Osser. Backing 
is Mercury’s version of a melody 
that doesn’t impress under a male 
vocal. Damone’s work on it is fair. 


Doris Day “The Last Mile 
Home”’—“Land of Love” (Colum- 
bia). Miss Day’s “Last Mile” is 
every bit as good as Bing Crosby’s 
(Decca). A fine tune with every- 
thing required for hit classification, 
it's given 2 smart run by Miss Day 
and a chorus, backed by John 
Rarig’s orchestra. Jocks will be 
spinning it aplenty. Backing is a 
most interesting melody hard to 
describe. It may or may not catch 
attention, but it’s worth any jock’s 
time. Singer performs it beau- 
tifully. 

Art Mooney 
Fun” — “Hop 


“Wouldn't It Be 
Scotch Polka” 
(M-G-M-). First tume is a fair 
novelty-type tune chorused by 
Mooney’s entire band in staccato- 
rhythm style. It’s playable. On 
the reverse he _ planted 


is getting a lot of attention; it’s 
close musically to Billy Whitlock’s 
(London) 
ingredient is the band’s chorus- 
ing again. 
click. 


Anne Shelton “Wedding of Lili 


Marlene”—‘‘Hold Me Just a Little 
Closer, Dear” (London). A good 
version of “Lili.’”’ Miss Shelton’s 


try is not the equal of the Andrews | 
itself proves a. 


trio disk, but in 
very worthwhile face. Wardour 
Singers and Paul Fenoulhet’s 
orchestra back the English singer 


who by now has established her-. 


self to some extent in the U. S. 
Backing is a fair tune unlikely to 
mean much. 

Irving Fields “Scalawag”—‘‘That 
Wonderful Girl of Mine” (Victor). 
Neither of these sides may be hits, 


but they’re worthy of jock attention 


‘Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By BERNIE WOODS 


| accent on 


an ar-| 
rangement of ‘Scotch Hop,” which | 








with the 
from the 
A 


and two good tunes, 
“I Know,” 


M-G-M film, “Midnight Kiss.” 


strong ballad melody, Case batons | 


it with salesmanship, aided by the 
Quintones’ vocal. Song and disk 
could hit heavily. He works well, 
too, with “All Year,’ which isn’t 
quite as powerful a tune. Stuart 
Foster vocals. 

tddy Duchin “There’s Yes Yes 
In Your Eyes’’-“‘Who Do You Know 
In Heaven”: “Through A Long and 
Sleepless Night”-“Now That I 
Need You” (Harmony). Columbia 
is turning out good disks on its 
49¢c label. These four by Duchin 
vary, “Yes Yes” and “Heaven,” 
both in rhythm and with vocals 
easily topping the companion disk. 
“Need You” is okay, but Tommy 


Mercer’s vocal of “Sleepless Night” 


brings down the average. 


Platter Pointers 


Bill Darnell presents an unsual 
and attractive style on his first 
Coral pairing, “So Much” - “Hot 
Cake, Hominy and Sassafras Tea”; 
for a singer who delivered ballads 
for name bands, the two sides ex- 
hibit a vocal groove far from that 
path. They're different, and good. 
. . Dennis Day delved into hill- 
billy in good style with “Hand 
Holdin’ Music” (Vietor) . .. Car- 
men Cavallaro’s pianistics flare 
brightly on “Miami _ Beach 
Rhumba” -“Cancion Del Mar” 
(Decca), latin-beat tunes 


M-G-M doubled Leeds’ plug tune, 


“Someday,” into hillbilly, with 
Arthur Smith, backed by the best 
version of “Dime A Dozen” so far. 
ee Tommy Tucker also cut a 
saleable version of “Someday” 
(Harmony)... One of the liveliest 
polka outfits to hit wax is batoned 
by Mickey and Mary Carton 
(Decca); their “County Fair” zooms. 
... Jump fans and jocks will go for 


Ziggy Elman’s “Carolina In The 
Morning” -‘“Boppin’ With Zig,” 
(M-G-M) two solid sides .. . Varsity 


reissued three Majestic items by 
Percy Faith’s large band; they’re 
all powerfully played standards, 
“Dancing In The Dark’’-‘*Tempta- 
tion”; “That Old Black Magic’’- 
“All Through the Night”: 
the Beguine’-“Touch of Your 
Hand” Harmony reissued 
Artie Shaw’s “The Blues” . 

Jump kids will click with Cootie 


VARIETY 


version, but an added’ 


It’s good and could) 


because they’re off the beaten ar-. 


rangement path, yet commercial. | 
a sort of shuffle | 
and chorusing by the small | 


ields’ 
rhythm 
band make the “Scalawag” side 
listenable over and over. “Girl” 
asnt the same amount of appeal, 
ut is good nevertheless. 

Dick Haymes “Sony of Surren- 
der"—"Cireus” (Decca). Haymes 
oes a much better job on ‘“‘Sur- 
render than any prior recordings 
of the title tune of a new Para- 
Mount film. But it still isn’t im- 
pressive as a possible hit. A chorus 
and Victor Young's orchestra back 
re Circus” is something else. 
Hi 800d tune, it’s smartly done by 
ee and a chorus, almost 
toyening Tony Martin’s face (Vic- 


piano, 


« jar. Ford and Mr. Goon-Bones 
wien Sweet’’-“Shiek of Ara- 
sides rystalite). These Crystalite 
got the eee where Milt Herth 
Sweet” idea for his “Ain't She 
Pointed (Coral), which VarrIery 
slee ae Out weeks ago as a possible 
startin, hit. These disks were then 
arran & in the midwest. Paired 
ards gements Involving two stand- 

ee over by organ and 
Spread they're clicky and should 
and th Nationally. They bounce 

eyre different. 


Russ Case “ Know. T Know, I 


Know". : 
ty All Year Round” (M-G-M). 


disks : 
excellent 3 his second, carried two 
String-full arrangements 


is turnin Peer: 
This £ out exceptional 


HO Os 0409064646444 006+ 
1. SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (11) (Williamson)..... veeee, Derry COMO.......+.. “Victor 
(Frank Sinatra........ Columbia 
2. ROOM FULL OF ROSES (3) (Hill & Range) sescece. pnammy Kaye.......... Victor 
Oe See MEIIOE, 6 6-45 60300 Decca 
3. AGAIN (21) (Robbins) sntices fo ge Along dpa Pe 
manne Ee pea ave ne ea Vie Damone...... Mercury 
4. HUCKLEBUCK (6) (United) ........ sehieneneaes \ Frank Sinatra ........ Columbia 
EAS Tee | Tommy Dorsey ....... Victor 
5. RIDERS IN THE SKY (15) (Morris) ....................... )Vaughn Monroe....... . Victor 
Co ee ...-. Columbia 
6. BALI HA’ (8) (Williamson).....................2--....... \ Perry Como ........... Victor 
( Bing Crosby... ccccccccs Decca 
7. WONDERFUL GUY (8) (Williamson)...................... {Margaret Whiting....... Capitol 
* UPran Warren............ Victor 
8. I DON’T SEE ME (12) (Laurel) .......................... }Gordon Jenkins.......... Decca 
U Perry Como. ....cccceoce. Victor 
9. BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE (12) (Melrose).......... pean S Whiting-Mercer ........ Capitol ¢ | 
UShore-Clark ......... Colunibia i 
10. FOREVER AND EVER (16) (Robbins) tenia {Perry Como........ Victor ¢| 
lRuss Morgan............. Decca t 
Second Group ; 
+ 
: : 
FO : {Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
UR WINDS, SEVEN SEAS (Lombardo). © ...........-.. 045. fone Bi Sl aaal cane 
YOU’RE BREAKING MY HEART (Algonquin) .......... Vic Damone.......... Mercury 
MAYBE IT’S BECAUSE (Triangle)... ..... cece eee e cee eee. } Dick Haymes Decca 
| Connie Haines Coral 
EVERYWHERE YOU GO (Lombardo) __............- ee eee ee eee }Guy Lombardo........ Decca 
CDOT DOU... ccccacss Columbia 
LET’S TAKE OLD FASHIONED WALK (Berlin) ............... } Sinatra-Day Columbia 
1 Perry Como Victor 
: : — . { Blue Barron ies M-G-M 
ES YES IN YOUR EYES (Remick) ‘| Carmen Cavallaro Decca 
ee ee CI... kn ook ons ce teenebowsssessuedens Veg a Columbia 
{Guy Lombardo........ Decca 
MERRY GO ROUND WALTZ (Shapiro-B)...........eseeeeeeeees \Art Mooney............ M-G-M 
, DS Decca ; 
z HOW IT LIES (Morris) ...... 5 dorade wees ste eeeeeeeeeeeeeeesees ) Ray Starr °° etal 
2 SOMEHOW (Algonquin) ..................ceccececeseseeeeeees Billy Eckstine ......... M-G-M $ 
; é . { Vaughn Monroe Victor 
: lo 4 SS lO ee rr er er se So 8 a rar Decca z 
+ : _— \ Evelyn Knight Decca ~ 
YOU'RE SO UNDERSTANDING (Barron-Pemora) ‘ee Burren uGM 3 
‘ . \ Fran Warren Victor z 
HOMEWORK (Berlin).... 2.2.2... 0... c cece cece eee eeenees ‘) Dinah Shore Columbia t 
a 
; {Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.1 D4 
= 
++ 


“a Begin | 


| Williams’, “Slidin’ and Glidin” 

(Mercury) .. . Louis Prima is try- 
ing the spaghetti circuit again with 
his “For Mari-Yootch” (Victor). 


| Standout western, race, polka, 
hillbilly, spiritual, ete.: Spade 
Cooley, “Don’t Call Me Sweet- 


heart Anymore” (Victor); Johnson 
|Family Singers, “God Is My Land- 
lord” (Columbia); Tennessee Ernie, 


itol); Ray Smith, 
| Rice” (Columbia); 
Trio, “Lonesome 
“Tormented” (M-G-M): 
Martin, “I Always Had 
With Women” (Victor): 
Yaney, “I’m Sealing This 
With Tears” (Columbia); 
Turner, “Boogie Woogie 
(M-G-M). 


“lm Throwing 
Jackie 


Dude 
A Way 
Skeets 
Letter 
Joe 
Baby’ 





Ballplayers On 
A Waxing Ball 


Columbia Records aims to take 
advantage of the many new re- 
cordings made for major labels by 
baseball stars, plus the great come- 
back by Joe DiMaggio, by reissu- 
ing a disking of the pop tune, 
“Joltin’ Joe DiMaggio.” Song, by 
disk jockey Alan Courtney and a 
collaborator, was released origin- 
ally in 1941, cut by Les Brown’s 
orchestra. It was backed then by 
“Nickel Serenade,” which will 
again become the companion piece. 

DiMaggio himself recently fin- 
ished recording a kiddie album for 
Capitol Records, which will be re- 
leased soon. Prior to that, Pee 
Wee Reese and Jackie Robinson, 
Brooklyn Dodger players, had cut 
a kiddie set for Columbia Records. 
A while back, Decca Records is- 
sued a tune, written and recorded 
by Buddy Johnson, titled, “Did 
You See Jackie Robinson Hit That 
Ball?” And there’s a disk by Dod- 
gers Ralph Branea, Carl Furillo 
and Erv Palica, on the Apollo label 
titled “Brooklyn Dodger Jump.” 














Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Some Enchanted Evening” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Some Enchanted Evening” 

“Most Requested” Disk 
“Some Enchanted Evening” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Some Enchanted Evening” 


“Smokey Mountain Boogie” (Cap- | 


Key Mid-Manhattan Music Merchant 
Views All 3 Speeds as Inevitable 


Paris | 
Lover Blues”- | 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





Dinah’s Tenn. Benefits 


Nashville, Aug. 9. 

Dinah Shore is due here Aug. 
19 for her first personal appear- 
ance in her home area in a couple 
of years. Singer has agreed to do 
a series of benefit appearances fol 
the Nashville Youth Fund, under 
the auspices of the Nashville Ban- 
ner, afternoon daily 

Miss Shore will 
appearance in her home 
Winchester, 90 miles from here 
Hubby George Montgomery won't 
come along since he’s due to start 
a new film in Hollywood Aug. 10. 


PIANO TEAM’S FASHION 
DATE AND DECCA DISKS 


Eadie and Rack, piano team, will 
play at the Nieman-Marcus annual 
fashion show in Dallas over the 
Labor Day weekend. Rack is com- 
posing a special score for the event. 
Jacques Fath, fashion designer, 
will also be on hand to receive this 
year’s citation. Duo recently inked 
a recording pact with Decca. their 
first platters from the ‘South 
Pacific” score to be released Aug. 
99 


make an 
town, 


also 





Team is currently at the Blue 
Angel, N. Y. Instead of shutter- 
ing during the summer months, 


the nitery is remaining open with 
only the keyboard couple playing 
in the outer room. 





Spitzer Maps Longer 
Stays in Hollywood 


Henry Spitzer, who set up his 
music publishing firm last fall after 
leaving as general manager of the 
Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris .organiza- 
tion, has leased, with an option to 
buy, a home outside Hollywood. 
Hereafter, he will divide his time 
between New York and the Coast. 

Spitzer made the move mainly 
because of his family, but also be- 
cause he expects to spend a con- 
siderable time in Hollywood 
strengthening business connections 
that couldn’t be made while he was 
with Morris, since the Hollywood 
end was handled by Morris himself. 


Week of Aug. 6 
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+ 
| music-radio 


| Johnson and 
| among those who give out. 


Meyer Rabson, who is a key 
merchant in mid- 
Manhattan, and is often an im- 
portant barometer on public tastes 
to the music and radio business 
on Broadway, is of the opinion that 
the new phonograph record speeds 
must eventually catch on. “All 
these are additions to the better 
living. Who would have thought of 
television 20 years ago? Even with 
radio we had sales resistance prob- 
lems but eventually prices were 
brought down, radios were 
bined with phonograph record play- 
ers; and so, in time, the manufac- 
turers will combine the standard 
78 rpm with the LP and the 45s, 
and all the present confusion will 
be eliminated.” 

He admits, of course, as with 
other dealers that for the moment 
the public is sales resistive but 
there are other factors. Besides 
the uncertainty of which speed, the 
weather is naturally not conducive 


com- 


to playing records at home, and 
then too the economic picture is 
even more uncertain than such 


relatively minor thing as which of 
the three disk speeds will survive. 

As a practical retailer, in direct 
touch with his customers, Rabson 
knows that the basic elements of 
space-saving and cost can’t be ig- 
nored. The average record collec- 
tor has from $100 to $1,000 worth 
of records, and when Rabson points 
up how much less space these disks 
take in the new sizes, not to men- 
tion their unbreakability§ since 
they’re all in vinylite, all argument 
ceases. It must fellow that, even 
though the 78 rpm customers will 
remain important for years to 
come, the retooling of new phono- 
graph players to include all three 
speeds must eventually work to the 
merchandising upbeat of the new 
records. 





Disk Jockey Review 


DIXELAND JAZZ 
With Roger Wolfe 
60 Mins., Sat. 
Sustaining, 
WDSU, New Orleons 

“Dixieland Jazz’ is 60 minutes of 
good jazz—the real, mellow stuff 
and Roger Wolfe really sells it. 
One of those credited with the re- 
naissance of jazz in the old 
Crescent City, Wolfe is a lover of 
Dixieland, knows and tells why it 
is good. His enthusiasm and 
knowledge come warmly over the 
airlanes. 

Style is on informal, easy-going 
side, with Wolfe interpolating facts 











|and information on disks, tunes and 
| sidemen, as well as interviews with 


jazz notables to hold audience. His 
approach to the business of plat- 


| ter-spinning is considerably more 
‘adult than that of the standard 


needleworker. Among other 
things, bebop and such decadence 
is scorned by Wolfe, but per- 
formers like Sharkey’ Bonano, 
Wingy Manone, Kid Ory, Bunk 
Papa Celestin are 


Wolfe’s manner is friendly with- 


/out slopping over, and his chatter 
| between tunes rates much 


higher 


than filler. Liuz. 


Band Review 





HENRY BUSSE ORCH (16) 


With Phil Gray, Moose Prager 
Statler Hotel, N. Y. 

Henry Busse’s initial location 
date in a long time brings him into 
the Statler with a_ surprisingly 
good commercial type band, one 
that works cleanly and with good 
musicianship, all based on a com- 
paratively brief hearing opening 
night (Monday). It’s composed of 
five brass, four sax, three violins 
and three rhythm, plus the rotund 
personality of the leader and his 
sugary, b.o.-aimed trumpet. 

Busse still employs the com- 
mercial touches that have for vears 
marked his bands—the shuffle 
rhythm, trumpeting style, etc.. but 
it’s all coupled to a more varied 
arranging style. The band will 
often work through arrangements 
that are more or less modern in 
approach to pops and novelties, 
then turn and deliver one of older 
arrangements geared more closely 
to the shuffle rhythm idea. 

Briefly, Busse turns in extremely 
pleasant music that is neither fish 
nor fowl, that is, it’s neither 
strictly modern nor old timev, but 
a combination of both. And it’s 
good to listen to. Whether he will 
do business in this room, however, 
is another question. In recent 
months it has been a toughie for 
any combination of values. 

Wood, 
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A Room Full of Roses 


Again—7‘‘Road House” 
And It Still Goes 


Bali Ha’i—*“‘South Pacific” 


Ev’ry Night Is Saturday Night 
Fiddle Dee Dee 
Four Winds and the Seven Seas 
Hucklebuck 





Lora Belle Lee 
Lover's Gold 


Now That I Need You 
Riders In the Sky 
Similau 
So in Love— 


*‘Kiss Me, Kate” 


Swiss Lullaby 
There’s Yes Yes In Your Eyes 
Twenty-Four Hours of 


The remaining 
based on the copyright Audience 
lar Music Broadcast 


“A’—You’re Adorable 


You’re My Everything 
You’re So Understanding 





+ Filmusical. 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience | 


The top 31 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Mu- 
sic Broadcast over Radio Networks. 
Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director 


Survey Week of July 29-August 4, 1949 


A Wonderful Guy—*"South Pacific” 


Baby It’s Cold Outside—‘“Neptune’s Daughter” 
Every Time I Meet You—7“Beautiful Blonde”..... 
*“It’s a Great Feeling” 
I Don’t See Me In Your Eyes Anymore = 
It’s a Great Feeling—t“It’s a Great Feeling” 


Just One Way To Say I Love You—**“Miss Liberty” 
Let’s Take An Old-Fashioned Walk—**Miss Liberty” Berlin 


Maybe It’s Because—*“Along Fifth Avenue” 
One & Only Highland Fling—i‘“Barkleys of B’way” 
Some Enchanted Evening—*‘‘South Pacific” 


Someday You'll Want Me to Want You 


Sunshine 


Two Little New Little Blue Little Eyvyes.......... Morris 
Weddin’ Day Famous 
Who Do You Know In Heaven Robbins 





21 songs of the 


over Radio 
Office of Research, Inc, Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


Always True in My Fashion—**‘Kiss Me, Kate” 


Don’t Call Me Sweetheart Anymore so eee 

Dreamy Old New England Moon .............-- Leeds 

Everywhere You GO i... cre ceerecevecces: Lombardo 

Five Foot Two, Eyes of Blue .. ...ccscccccsvesses Feist 

Hollywood Square Dance ...........-++sseesee: Santly-Joy 

Homework—*Miss Liberty” Berlin 

How It Lies, How It Lies, How It Lies .. Morris 

In Good Old Summertime—?‘‘In Good Summertime” Marks 

ary UNE SIE, cs as) cea, HE hs bse ic me © EA Melody Lane 

DM es Hod as itn one 6a 0d kee ee Seed sare Fi Jew el 

Love Is a Beautiful Thing re ees oe Porgie 

Powder Your Face With Sumshine............... Lombardo 

Someone To Love Warren Pub 

Through Sleepless Night—*“‘Come to the Stable” Miller 

Why Fall in Love With a Stranger ...... Campbell 

Younger Than Springtime—*“South Pacific”....... Chappell 

You’re Breaking My Heart....... weer s Mellin 
Harms 


* Legit musical. 


Published by the Office of 


Hill & Range 
Chappell 
Robbins 
Shapiro-B 
Morris 
Chappell 
Feist 

BMI 
Harms 
Lombardo 
United 
Laurel 
Remick 
Berlin 


eee eeeeerer 


Santly-Joy 
Oxford 
BVC. 
Warren 
Famous 
Morris 
Campbell 
T. B. Harms 
Chappell 
Duchess 
Southern 
Witmark 
Advanced 


week (more in case of ties), 
Coverage Index Survey of Popu 
Networks. Published by the 


Laurel 
T. B. Harms 


Barron-Pem. 


$2,500,000 to Chi Orch 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 
Chi Orchestral Assn. will get, 
half of the $5,043,925 left by the, 
late Charles H. Swift, former | 
chairman of Swift & Co. 
U. of Chicago granted the other 
half. 





| | 
‘In Other Words, Disker 
| 


Billy Whitlock Must Be 
A Pretty Old Boy by Now 


Roanoke, Va., Aug. 6. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Because I have specialized for 
many years in collecting antique 
discs and cylinders, your story of 
Aug. 3 telling of a new firm, Crom- 
well Music, being set up to pub- 
lish the novelty tune, “Scotch Hot,” 
was of great interest to me. As 
your story mentioned, the number 
has atttracted considerable atten- 
tion since London Records issued 
it several weeks ago as a bells solo 
by its composer, Billy Whitlock, 
and has since been recorded by a 
good many combinations under the 
name of “Hop Scotch Polka.” 

It probably will come as a sur- 
prise to most VaRIETY readers 
that Billy Whitlock is a veteran of 
the British recording studios and 
is the only still active record- 
maker whose experience goes back 
to the wax cyclinders of the turn 
of the century. I believe he even 
made records in the ’90’s. His 
closest rival seems to be the basso, 
Peter Dawson, who “commutes” 
nowadays between his native Aus- 
tralia and England, and has been 
singing regularly for phonographs 
since 1903. In this country, Billy 
Murray began making records in 
1896, but has not been active since 
1942. 

I have a 1904 issue of the Talk- 
ing Machine News, a trade paper 
formerly published in London, 
which contains an interview with 
Whitlock, who was even then con- 
sidered a veteran of minstrelsy and 
variety. He had also been a circus 
contortionist and had_ traveled 
widely as a sailor. Whitlock was an 
unusually versatile entertainer. He 
was a freelance, working for all 
English record companies, and 
made thousands of records of his 
own compositions, played as bell 
and xylophone solos,.in addition 
to specializing in recording laugh- 
ing songs. Some of his records 
were imported into the U. S. by 








On the 


New York 


Bob Poole, Mutual net disk jock 
{500 stations), marks his first anni 
on the current show Aug. 23... 
RCA-Victor promotion department 
sent out boxes of Lifesavers last 
week, each roll of candy wrapped 
with a tab that heralds RCA’s 45 
rpm disks as the “Lifesaver of the 
Record Business” . . . Dick Bruce, 
WDSU, New Orleans, disk spinner, 
doing a weekly Saturday matinee 
on television, spinning platters 
from a mobile unit at the curb... 
Jack Hunter leaving Elliot Law- 
rence orchestra to do a vocal sin- 
gle ... M-G-M Records added four 
new distributors, M & N Co., Buf- 
falo: Lou Sowa Record, Pittsburgh; 
A. D. Hewitt Co., Seattle, and ar- 
ranged an outlet in Cuba through 
Gonzalez Novo Y Cia, Havana... 
Leeds Music last week issued “in- 
vitations” to the “Wedding of Lili 
Marlene” and “Mr. Joe Citizen,” 
listing as “guests of honor” all art- 
ists who recorded the top English 
hit for U. S. companies. 


Chicago 
RCA - Victory hosted singer 
Dennis Day at party Thurs. (4). 


Day is personaling at the Chicage 
theatre ... Tim Morrow appointed 
as ad agency to handle wire record- 
ings of Magnetic Corp. of America. 
. . . Kitty Kallen replaced singer 
Dorothy Claire at Oriental theatre, 
with George Jessel . George 
Olsen set for Claridge hotel, 
Memphis, Aug. °12, for two weeks. 
. .. Nate Hale, former disk promo- 
tion Chi-head for Columbia Rec- 
ords, now one of toppers of Har- 
mony Records Singer Patty 
McGuire opens Aug. 10 at Casper 
Club, Casper, Wyo. Kirby 
Stone held over again at Snack 
Bar of Forest Park hotel, St. Louis, 
with Sept. 8 as exit date because 
of theatre-bookings .. . Si Stern, 
former assistant to advertising 
head at Mercury Records, now 
doing freelance promotions, with 
Leeds’ tune, “Wedding of Lilly 
Marlene” as first exploitation set- 
up... Chuck Suber, biz manager | 
of General Artists’ Corp. in Chi,’ 


Upbeat 


| off for two-week 


| Lomans due 


vacation with 
wife, to Eagle River, Wisc. 

Les Brown set for Rendesvous 
ballroom, Salt Lake City, Aug. 24 
for four days ... Johnny “Scat” 
Davis goes into Mayfair, Wichita, 
Aug. 13 for two-weeker ... Tiny 
Davis set for Guy hotel, Spring- 
field, Ill., Sept. 15 for two weeks. 
Billie Holliday opens at Apollo 
theatre here Aug. 19 for. a week. 
. .. Herbie Fields repeats at Con- 
tinental Club, Milwaukee, Aug. 22 
for two weeks ... Louis Prima into 
Oriental theatre, Aug. 26 for three 
weeks ... Georg Brunis into Blue 
Note, Aug. 26. 


Dallas 


Lou Bovis, owner and operator 
of Louann’s, Dallas nitery, has 
booked name band one-niters, in- 
cluding Ray McKinley, Aug. 16: 
Lionel Hampton, Sept. 6; Tommy 
Dorsey, Oct. 19, and Tex Beneke, 


, Nov. 28, with Jan Garber a later 


possibility ... Glen Gray and Casa 
in at Pappy’s Show- 
land Sept. 1. Band opens Thursday 
ior three weeks at Shamrock hotel, 
Houston ... Louis Jordon band 
also due in the state for a series 
of one nighters in Sept. 
Hollywood 

Leighton Noble band inked to 
wax for Vocalion label Freddie 
Fisher orch in two-week stand at 
Georgian room Freddie Slack 
band playing one-nighter at Pacific 
Square, San Diego | Down in the 
Same region the Woody Herman- 
King Cole concert at Russ audi- 
torium last week grossed over 
$3,800 Dick LaSalle’s ban 
opens Sept. 8 at the Mapes hotel. 
Reno, at flat $1,550 weekly. 

Mal Hogan into Oasis for an- 
other stand Aug. 16, at $200 week- 
ly.. Eddie Robertson, who fronts 
trio at Club Waikiki, Catalina, is 
working with his leg in a cast. 
Singer-bassist broke it in a fall 
Jeanne Taylor is at Club Bingo, 
Las Vegas, at $250 a week _ Betty 
Hall Jones sliced four sides for 
Capitol last week. 


(Continued on page 48) 


companies, such as Columbia and 
Vocalion, which had English af- 
filiates. He was one of the few re- 
cording artists whose productions 
had a worldwide sale. The pioneer. 
| but now defunct Edison Bell Co. 
produced a_ long list of six-inch 
records, issued under the Bell and 
Crown labels, which were made for 
export to countries where the na- 
tives wanted recorded music but 
couldn't pay the price of standard 
| sized records. They sold in India, 
Africa and throughout the Orient, 
and the repertoire consisted large- 
ly of Whitlock’s instrumental solos 
and laughing speciatities. 

By the way, did it ever occur to 
you that a laughing song is the 
one type of vocal record which can 
be sold in any quarter of the 
globe? Travelers have told of visit- 
| ing Arabian bazaars and seeing 
| the natives convulsed with merri- 
/ ment as they listened to laughing 
specialties by such mimics as 
Whitlock, Burt Shepard and Harry 
Lauder. Missionaries in the heart 
of the African jungle used to play 
laughing records for the natives to 
get them in good humor before 
beginning the serious work of try- 
ing to make Christians of them. 
And I might added that in the old 
days of acoustic, or horn. record- 
ing, bells and xylophone solos were 
among the most popular types of 
records. , 

Your reviewer predicted 
the London record of ‘ 
was issued that it might start a 
hit and it looks as if he’s right. 
But the composition itself is noth- 
Ing new. Whitlock tapped it out on 
cyclinders 45 years ago. It appears 
in the 1919 catalog of Pathe dises 
(maybe you remember them — 
they were played with a round 
sapphire ball) and was issued bv 
many other companies at one time 
or other. I'm glad to see that the 
composer-player is likely to make 
some money from this attractive 
polka in what must he his advanced 
old age. 

Just how old Billy Whitlock may 
be is, incidentally, a matter that 
baffles me. In the 1904 interview he 
was quoted as saying that his 
father was a popular entertainer 


when 
Scotch Hot” 


in the U. S. in the 1850s, but it 
wasn't made clear whether the 
present-day Whitlock was of 


Bands at Hotel 


B.0.'s 


Covers 
Past 


Weeks Co 
Band Hotel Played Week On mers 
Freddie Martin... Waldorf (400; $2)....... coccee O +900 ton 3 
Nat Brandwynne. . Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2).......- 1 609 2% 
Henry Busse ..... Statler (450; $1.50-$2).......... 1 1,400 14 
Xavier Cugat.....Astor (850; $1.50-$2)............ 1 4,225 yon 





+3 days. 





Chicago 

Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 720; $3.50 min.-$1 Cover) 
Ice Show and Masters holding at healthy 3,970 covers. ; 

Eddy Howard (Beachwalk, Edgewater; $2 adm.). Howard followeg 
Vaughn Monroe Friday (5). Combination sock 20,000 admissions. 

Eddie O’Neal (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $2.50 min.-$1 cover) 
Liberace and Modernaires. Drop to 2,900 covers. : 

Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 500; $3.50 min.?. “Salute” Series 
still strong; 3,300 tabs. 





Los Angeles 
Eddie Fitzpatrick (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). 
and Mary Healy. First wk. great 3,325 covers. 
Chuck Foster (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). Tenth wk. 2,800 covers, 
Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Slow 650 covers 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 

Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), 
and Davidson; 3,600 covers. 

Dick Jurgens (Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.). 
fine 12,000 admissions. 

Art Mooney (Trianon, $1-$1.15 adm.). In for three nights only (5-6-7) 
with Lawrence Welk coming for two-week stay. Nice 8,000 admissions, 

Al Trace (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). Cornpiper doing a Steady 
2.200 covers. 


With Peter Lind Hayes 


Jackie Miles 


Final week for local fave; 


(Los Angeles) 
Ray Robbins (Aragon, Santa Monica; 2nd wk). 
Frankie Carle (Palladium B., Hollywood; 2nd wk). 
missions. 
Tommy Dorsey 
14,000 admissions. 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Spike Jones had a banner sent onto the field at Gilmore stadium, 
Hollywood, last week at a filmtown benefit ballgame. Banner pro- 
claimed “Vaughn Monroe and his orchestra” and then Jones filed out 
with his 30-man aggregation in long underwear. It certainly didn’t do 
anything to patch up his differences with Monroe. 

First blood was drawn two months ago when Jones waxed a satire 
of Monroe’s RCA “Riders in the Sky.” Baritone and his manager, 
Willard Alexander, beefed and record won’t be released. On CBS, 
however, Jones sharply lampooned Monroe’s “Riders,” breaking into 
it once to sing: “I’m glad I don’t sing like Vaughn Monroe, but I wish 
I had his dough.” 


Fair 4,000 admissions, 
Okay 12,000 ad- 


(Casino Gardens, Santa Monica; 2nd wk). Huge 





Both Horace Heidt and the Lions Club deny reports that he refused 
to appear at a Lions benefit in San Francisco last month until he was 
guaranteed a cut of the program sales. Frisco Lions’ execs aver that 
they are “entirely satisfied with the results of the sponsorship of the 
Horace Heidt Youth Opportunity Program.” There were no squawks, 
moreover, over the bandleader’s allegedly stiff terms and the Lions 
Club states that if they get a chance to sponsor a Heidt show again, “it 
would be willing and happy to do so on the same terms as prevailed 
in the past.” 


Meredith Willson, an infrequent visitor to New York, but now east 
on his television series over NBC, repaid a visit to the Stork Club and 
reminded boniface Sherman Billingsley about a pre-war episode when 
the composer-conductor had “You and I” as the No. 1 song. Asked 
about the absence o fthe tune from the band’s books, Billingsley told 
Willson that the difference between playing ballads and fast tempoed 
dansapation could mean up to $1,000 a night on the bar bills, since 
lively music inspires more elbow-bending. Billingsley reiterated that 
he still figures it that way. 


The “Jolson Sings Again” music package came mostly from the 
Warner Bros. group of publishing holdings, and Columbia Pictures 
bought the oldies for around $80,000. This compares with the $130,000 
syne bill for the first, “Jolson Story.” 

It almost compares with the 50% ratio of the second pic’s produc- 
tion cost, which Harry Cohn brought in (in Technicolor) for $1,400,000, 
as against $2,900,000 for the first. 


The father of Marion Stein, Austrian-born pianist who weds the Earl 
of Harewood Sept. 29, like his daughter is strictly in the longhair 
groove. Stein is with Boosey & Hawkes, English publishers of classical 
works. He was at one time a noted conductor in Vienna and an 
active composer. Benjamin Britten, the British composer, introduced 


Miss Stein to Harewood, who is also a longhair disciple. 


American or English citizenship. 
here was a minstrel singer named 
Billy Whitlock in those days, who 
T believe was associated with Dan 
Emmett, and I assume that he was 
the father of the composer of 
“Scotch Hot.” I think it would be 
reasonable to guess that in 1855 
the elder Whitlock may have been: 
around 35. That would give 1820 
as the approximate year of his 
birth, which means that he would 
be 129 or so if he were. still 
alive. If he were 30 when his son 
was born, the still-flourishing Whit- 
lock must be around the century 
mark today. Conceding that the 
father was 40, the son would be 
89. That still seems to be too high. 
He looked to be about 35 in the 
photo reproduced with the T. M. N. 
—" Add 45 and he’d be 89 to- 
ay. 

This problem of Whitlock’s likely 
age Ils more baffling than “How old 
is Ann?” But I’m glad to see that 
this old-timer, who has been mak- 
ing records a half century or more, 
is still going strong, with a hit on 
his hands. 

Jim Walsh 
Walsh’s Wax Works, WSLS 


E. B. Marks Sues In 
‘Summertime’ Infringing 


Wright Recording Corp. Ii 
fringed its mechanical reproduc: 
tion rights to “In the Good Old 
Summertime,” Edward B. Marks 
charged in a N. Y. federal court 
suit filed last week. Publisher 
claims that the defendant never 
made any payments for use of the 
tune despite notification. An in- 
junction and accounting of profits 
are sought. 

Writien by the late George 
Evans and Ren Shields in 1902, = 
tune originally was published bs 
Howley, Haviland & Dresser: 
Marks acquired the song's renewa 
rights, the complaint states, upon 
assignment from the writer, 
widows, and filed “notice of og 
with the register of copyrights } 
1937. 





Sydney Kornheiser left New 


York yesterday (Tuesday) for oe 
lywood, where he'll stay Prtusie 
nently for Edwin H. Morris - 
‘as liaison between the firm 
songwriters. 
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through an oh so long and sleep-less night. 
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CUGATINNY, 1D. 
ON COAST DO WOW BIZ 


Business Xavier Cugat’s orches- 
tra is drawing onto the Astor Roof, 
New York, has completely sur- 
prised eastern bandsmen and 
Music Corp. of America, which 
booked the date. Cugat, in his 
first week at the hostelry, has 
racked up wartime cover figures— 
over 5,000, far surpassing the turn- 
out for any band at the spot during 
the past three years. 

There’s no show accompanying 
the Latin-beat maestro. Bill Mc- 
Cune’s small combination, doubling 
from downstairs, spells Cugat’s out- 
fit. 





T. D.’s Phenom Coast Biz 

Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Band circles are buzzing here 
over the heavy b.o. response to 
Tommy Dorsey’s orchestra, back at 
the leader’s own Casino Gardens, 
Santa Monica. In the two weeks 
since he opened, Dorsey has 
worked close to 28,000 admissions, 
a completely unexpected turnout. 
Band drew over 6,000 dancers on 


each of the past two successive 
Saturday evening sessions and 
overall is doing by far the best 


business the spot has lured in over 
two years. 

Dorsey did well in some spots 
and badly in others on his cross- 
country, one-night route into the 
Casino, and bandsmen are at a loss 
to explain the b.o. figures he’s turn- 
ing in at his place. Harry James, 
who preceded Dorsey on weekends 
only, didn’t do nearly as well. Only 
conclusion is that Dorsey hasn’t 
played in this area in about 18 
months. 


Filbert Named ASCAP 
Super for Pitt Area 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 9. 

Joe Filbert, out of Cleveland, has 
been named district supervisor for 
ASCAP in Pittsburgh territory. 
He succeeds the late Walter Tun- 
ning, who was killed in an automo- 
bile accident near Wilkes-Barre in 
June. 

Joe Sikora, Tunning’s assistant, 
who was critically injured in the 
same crash, has since been re- 
moved to the Ligonier, Pa., hos- 
pital and will recover, but doctors 
have told him he won’t be able to 
return to work for at least six 
months. 


ABC-Eagle Puts 39c 


Platter on Market 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Gearing its operations to chain 
store distribution, ABC-Eagle Re- 
cords has put a 39c record on the 
market here. Firm will make only 
lc on each platter, according to 
Gordon Burdge, manager of the 
local operation. 

Artists work on a flat coin-per- 
side basis plus a minute bonus 
royalty. Curt Massey, Jack Rivers, 
Tex Wallace, Don Steele and Eddie 
are under the _ label. 
Company also put out four Gus 
Arnheim masters two years ago. 














A SINGING ACT PAR EXCELLENCE. . Variety 










































































































































































G 
aprennin 


NO in the HT 
“, Roo 
empire ya 

OUSE 


ped 

















CHICAGO 


The Modernaires, with pert 
Paula Kelly leading the way, 
display a variety of talents and 
ideas that lend zest and beauty 
to everything from “South Pacific” 
hits to a clever canine quintet. Their 
impersonations of musical stars 
are uniformly good. All in all, this 
is a fresh, delightful act. 

Will Davidson in Chicago Sunday Tribune 
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5 TOP NAME BANDS 
SET FOR CANADA EXP0 


Toronto, Aug. 9. 
Contracts have been inked for 
five top bands at the Canadian 
National Exhibition, according to 
Elwood Hughes, CNE g.m. They 
are Benny Goodman, Aug. 26-27. 
Tommy Dorsey, Aug. 29-31; Vaughn 
Munroe, Sept. 1-3; Duke Ellington 
Sept. 5-7; Guy Lombardo, Sept. 
8-10. 
Admission will be $1 per, with 
bands apperaing in a-prefabricated 
ballroom, with canvas top, to ae- 

commodate some 1,000 couples 





Par Guarding New Tune 
For Montgomery Clift 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

“My Love Loves Me,” ditty writ- 
ten by Jay Livingston and Ray 
Evans for Montgomery Clift to sing 
in Paramount’s “The Heiress,” wil} 
be kept under wraps until the film 
is released in November, if studio 
can have its way. Clift sings the 
song himself, without the usual 
dubbed vocalizing. First warbling 
he’s ever done in a picture. 

RCA has latched onto the tune 
and assigned Fran Warren to re- 
cord it, but Par’s music subsid, 
Famous, is holding plattery to a 
stipulated release date. Song ap- 
pears to have been taken from an 
old (‘circa 1600) French melody, 
“Plaisir D’Amour.” , 





St. Paul Pop Concerts 
Hold Up in 13th Season 


St. Paul, Aug. 9 

Now in its 13th season, St. Paul’s 
pop concerts are holding their own 
despite _—_ slipping entertainment 
business elsewhere. Reason for 
this is pop prices and because of 
its semi-civie nature. 

Last year over 125,000 attended 
22 concerts out of a_ possible 
175,000, and although there are 24 
concerts during this summer, at- 
tendance is expected to remain the 
same, or slightly higher. Other 
events, like films and fairs, show 


nearly 30 to 40% losses here- 
abouts over last summer. 
Profits and overhead are split 


three ways in the cooperative ven- 
ture among the local musicians as- 
sociation, the city of St. Paul and 
the Civic Opera and Figure Skat- 
ing Club. 

Programs are given each 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
nights, and include an orchestra of 
60 directed by Clifford Reckow. 
Vocalists are leading local stars 
who perform free of charge, except 
for a few out-of-towners now and 
then who accept minimum fees. All 
performances are given in the St. 
Paul Municipal Auditorium, seat- 
ing about 8,000. 



































Hollywood 


| 
Tommy Dorsey orch caryed four | 


sides for RCA-Victor last week, in- 
cludirg ‘Keep A-Knockin’” and 
“Only Have Eyes for You”... 
Henry King band start at the Bilt- 
more Bowl Sept. 15 .. . Private 
and public toasting of Phil Ohman 
orch was the order of the day 
Thursday (4) when he checked out 
of Ciro’s after a long stand. He's 
been playing on the strip off and 
on for 15 years ... Spade Cooley 
crew jumped down to March Field 


Thursday (4) for non-commissioned | 


officers’ dance. 

Barney McDevitt replaces Charles 
*Mousie) Warren as Coast rep for 
Harry Warren Music Co. . . Page 
Cavanaugh Trio goes to Germany 
middle of this month to play for 
occupation forces ... Albert Glas- 
ser doing score on Lippert Produc- 
tions ‘Apache Chief”... Jay Liv- 
ingston and Ray Evans splitting up 
for month’s vacash apiece. Living- 
ston off to Guatemala, Evans re- 
laxing in New England... Trenier 
Twins booked for four frames at 
Blue Note, Chi, starting Sept. 19, 
at $1,250 weekly. 

Les Gillette, Capitol Record’s 
western and tolk repertoire direc- 
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This Last Lei e@l/B@imlseisigisfislifie/| tT 
wk. wk. Artist, Label. Title zidlialslialslaloiwinlizial s 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
1 1 “Some Enchanted Evening” 7 =... ie a 1 1 1 a  @ «es _ = 79 
~~ M. WHITING-J. MERCER (Cap) 
2 3 “Baby It’s Cold Outside” . i Pra: See ee i 9 3 2 2 1 42 
~~ VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
3 5 “You're Breaking My Heart” ec. ae ce 1 2 10 5 41 
~~ VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
4 2 “Riders in the Sky”. sees eens 8 10 4 3 4 4 10 ce 34 
~ BING CROSBY (Decca) 
5 2 “Some Enchanted Evening” eer . 9 l 3 1 30 
~ GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
6 4 * Again” ; so ase eeereree _ 2... 5 4 5 o~ 28 
~ SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
7 11 “Room Full of Roses”. : wees 6 8 . 3 e 23 
~ DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
8 9 “Room Full of Roses”... tees 3 2 8 a 20 
~ EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) 
9A 6 “You’re So Understanding” i: oe oe 8 19 
~ G, JENKINS-STARDUSTERS (D) 
9B 12 “I Don’t See Me in Your Eyes”. 5 4 Se 19 
~~ *71), HAYMES-TATLERS (Decca) 
10 14 “Maybe ‘It’s Because”’ sees ; : 8 7 a mo: % Lie § 
— FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) 7 
11A 8 “The Hucklebuck” Nitty ths 5 1 16 
7 MEL TORME (Capitol) 
i a 8 |= ees _ 10 4 4 -- 
is BING CROSBY (Decca) 
lic >; hirer 7 6 i 
. ART MOONEY (M-G-M) 
1 1D “Twenty-four Hrs. of Sunshine” 1 5 16 
— INK SPOTS (Decca) ; 
12 “You’re Breaking My Heart” = Pe eT 6 2 14 
J. SHORE-B. CLARK (Col) 
13A " 7 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” . eee ae — 2 ss 2 13 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) oo 
13B 15 “Bali Ha’i” : —s 2 7 13 
MEL TORME (Capitol) 
13C 9 “Four Winds and Seven Seas”... 5 6 9 13 
MARGARET WHITING (Cap) 
MA-4 "A Wonderful Guy” esses. si 10 3 7) , 11 
TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) a 
14B_ 10 “The Hucklebuck” reese 6 do ebe es 10 :. | a ae 5 Il 
HERB JEFFRIES (Columbia) a 
15A 13 “Four Winds and Seven Seas” ay ee i 3 10 9 
FRANK YANKOVIC (Columbia) 
15B “Blue Skirt Waltz”.......... es 2 9 
| 1 2 3 4 5 
FIVE TOP. sout pacitic |soncs without kiss ME, KATE SUPPER CLUB CONTINO 
Broadway Cast won Broadway Cast PAVORIES apeen 
A 4 B U M S Selected Perry Como Dick Contino 
Columbia Capitol Columbia Victor Magnolia 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
DE, Si thaberaaes 2haneuae x 163 | Columbia ............ ‘ 4 47 
A 5 Ee LCE OC ee .. 4 ee | ae ee ee 1 41 
Capitol .& 95 | DEE” vs bs Kee) 060.0888 do o00 i 16 
| 
fan ° , 
——) ling as headliner on bill at Play- 
house, with Johnny Hauser crew 
U be t on the stand ... Bob Wilson orch 
D a rete forth at Wildwood Lakes 
| Contimes’ from vege 6 Clubhouse . . . Pla-Moor ballroom 








tor, confined to his bed with pneu- 
monia ... Jimmy Wakely waxing 
six for Capitol . . . Nicky Camp- 


holding judging Aug. 10-11 of 

'““Miss Kansas” and ‘“‘Miss Missouri” 
entrants for “Miss America” title 
at Atlantic City. 


bell, publisher, and his wife, Mabel | 


Wayne, songwriter, in for look- 
around from N. Y.... Tom Rock- 
well, president of GAC, in town to 
run agency’s operations until late 
Sept. Milt Krasny, coast chief, re- 
turns from Gotham at that time... 
Connie Haines and Page Cava- 
naugh combo into the Casbah for 
two weeks starting Oct. 11 as a 
package, at $2,500 per week. 








Kansas City 


Dick Jurgens orch one-nighting | 


at the Pla-Mor ballroom Aug. 13 
... Jerry Murad and Harmonicats 
into El Casbah for a fortnight as 
Joe Vera's orch continues on the 
stand “Grand Ole = Opry” 
played matinee and night in Music 
Hall last Sunday (14) . . . Joshua 
Johnson baek in town pounding 
keyboard at Milton’s after several 
dates down state ... Dream Dust- 
ers, gal quartet, playing Penquin 
room of Continental hotel. . 

Bobby Peters and Musical Maniacs 
playing fifth week at Eddy’s Res- 


taurant ... Emma Pritchard warb-. 


| 


| Pittsburgh 
Skippy Strahl’s Bop Cats into 
the Carnival Lounge while Deuces 
Wild vacation...Tommy Carlyn’s 
band back into Bill Green’s Aug. 
i9 for four weeks following cur- 
jrent engagement at Kennywood 
| Park ..Hy Edwards new maestro 
iat Copa, replacing Johnny Marino. 
; He has Wilbur Hildebrand, former- 
ly with Billy Catizone, on piano 
.. Baron Elliott’s orch into Vogue 
Terrace for two weeks Herman 
Middieman resumed as leader at 
Jackie Heller’s Carousel. Out- 
fit for some time has been under 
baton of Ralph DeStephano, who 
Stays as trumpet. Return of Mid- 
dieman resulted in pianist Joe Les- 
cak leaving...only music at new 
Monte Carlo provided by Bruce 
Carlton, who used fo have a band 
at the Penn-McKee hotel, McKees- 
port.. Milt Herth Trio opened at 


Bill Green’s Monday (8) 
week, 


nh le ml et 
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Compiled for VARIETY 
By JULIUS MATTFELD 
(Copyright Variety inc All Rights Reserved . 
Legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 
and presentation, appeared in the Oct 6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 
Cavalcade storted publication serially is suggested that these installments be 
clipped and filed for future reference 
Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted and may not 
be reproduced either wholly of in part 


1924—Continued 


{ Democrats and the leen Moore. Patsy Ruth Miller and 

vr FANS Tin an re st e 

Republica held 1eir national Rin-Tin-Tin Wel star 
pe a \ short-lived, but sharp, adepres- 


conventions. the radio broadcasters ‘on was the No. 24 such occur- 


were there to air the proceedings once since 1700 

Through loudspeakers came that ~ pase! a 

persisient refrain from the Demo- 92+ 

cratic conclave: “Alabama, 24 - r IZ 

votes for Underwood.” Davis was Alabamy Picks w., Bud De- 

the eventual Democratic candi- Sylva and Bud Green. m., Ray 

date. but Calvin -Coolidge and Hendérson. Shapiro, Bernstein & 

Charles G. Dawes (vice-president) Co., cop. 1925. 

won the election, | whereupon Always. w., m., Irving Berlin. 

“Coolidge prosperity” went into |rying Berlin, Inc., cop. 1925 

high gear Bam. Bam, Bamy Shore. w., Mort 
Radio sets spread through = Dixon. m., Ray Henderson. Jerome 

nation like wildfire. In this y¢ H. Remick & Co.. cop. 1925. 


some $2350.000.000 worth were re- 


tailed as against $135,000,000 the _,.Brown Eyes—Why Are You 


Blue? w., Alfred Bryan. m., George 


veonr het f he » age i -rease 

idee ena a tebphn o “cn on W Mever. Henry Waterson, Inc., 

in es eS Ltilat *SLe N c all ‘ 995 

lime radio record. 7 1925 E ) 
In Chicago, little Robert (Bobby) Bye and Bye (Dearest Richard 

Franks disappeared, leading to \ Lorenz Hart m., uichar¢ 

kidn, pping and murder charges Rodgers. Harms, Inc., cop. 1925 

aa m4 ; N. F. Leopold, Jr., and Collegiate. w., m., Moe Jaffe and 
Zainst | , ; “9 


‘ : ¢ 2 w ‘ a ir Par »j y 
Richard Loeb (both 19). Clarence Nat Bonx. Shapiro, Bernstein & 


\\ t “I OF - , av mM Co , mes cop. 1925. ; 
oem th ape Toessggs ape en ir _A Cup of Coffee, a Sandwich and 
was life imprisonment plus 99- You (Charlot’s Revue of 1926). w., 
vears. (Loeb was killed by a fellow Billy Rose and Al Dubin. m., Jo- 
convict in 1936). seph Mever. Harms, Inc., cop. 1925. 


, , Dinah. w.. Sam M. Lewis and 

The U.S practically had & BS”' Joe Young. m., Harry Akst. Henry 
nopoly on Olympic victories. In Waterson. Inc cop. 1925 
1924 they carried off first honors Do . co ‘Sam (Maushts Cin- 
tov the eighth straight time. derella). w., E. Ray Goetz m., H. 

The dirigible ZR-3 flew from Christine and E. Ray Goetz. Fran- 
Friedrichshaten, Germany, tO ¢is Salabert. Inec., cop. 1923 by 
Lakehurst, N. J.. where the U.S. Prancis Salabert: cop. 1925 by 
Navy took it over under the name pyaneis Salabert. Inc. 


“Los Angeles.” Don't Bring Lulu. w.. Billy Rose 
Once more women went back to and Lew Brown. m., Ray Hender- 
the poke bonnet as a headgear. son. Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop 
What Price Glory?” (by Max- 1925 
\nderson and Laurence Stall- Don’t Wake Me Up. w.. L. Wolfe 
n was the smash hit of the Gilbert. m Mabel Wayne and 
1) Kadi Cantor appeared in Abe! Bac Leo Feist Inc., cop 
Kid Boots” and Lady Diana Man- 1925 
ners and tthe late) Rosamond Pin- Down by the Winegar Woiks. w , 
cho in The Miracle.” “Rose nr. Don Bestor, Roger Lewis and 
Viarie’ was off on a run of 680 Walter Donovan. Shapiro, Bern- 
some performances. stein & Co., Inc., cop. 1929 
In both picture houses and Drifting and Dreaming. W., 


Haven Gillespie. m., Egbert Van 
Alstyne. Erwin R. Schmidt and 


Loyal Curtis. L. B. Curtis, cop. 
Successful pictures of the year 955 P 


included: “The Sea Hawk” (Milton 
Sills and Enid Bennett), “Girl Shy” 
(Herold Llovwd), and “The Thief of 
Boedad” (Douglas Fairbanks). Col- 


vaudeville the jazz orchestra was 
a solid hit 


Dye Love Me (Sunny). w., Otto 
Harbach and Oscar Hammerstein 
2nd. m., Jerome Kern. T. B. 

{ Herms Co., cop. 1925 
dig Foot Two. Eves of Blue. w. 


Sa M. Lewis and Joe Young. m., 

A NEW JIMMY McHUGH Rav Henderson. Leo Feist, Ine., 
STANDARD cop 1925 

Kreshie. w Jesse Greer and 


5 Harold Bere m Jesse Greer 
iT S A MOST Shapiro, Bernstem & Co., cop. 


1925. 
UNUSUAL Headin’ for Louisville. w.. Bud 
G. DeSviva. m Joseph Meyer 
Shapiro Bernstein & Co., cop. 1925. 
DAY Here In My <Arms (Dearest 


Enemy). w.. Lorenz Hart. m.. Rich- 


- ard Rodgers. Harms, Inc. cop. 
Music by.. . i The Hills of 1 Florid 
ie Hills o ome. w.. Floride 
JIMMY McHUGH Calhoun. m., Osear J. Fox. Carl 
Fischer. Inc., cop. 1925. 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION I'm Gonna Charleston Back to 
Charleston. w., m.. Roy Turk and 
Lou Handman. Jerome H. Remick 
& Co., cop. 1925. 

I'm Sitting On Top of The World. 
w., Sam M. Lewis and Joe Young. 
m., Rav Henderson. Leo Feist. Inc.. 
cop. 1925. 

I Love My Baby—My Baby Loves 
Me. w., Bud Green. m.. Harry War- 
rep. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co.. Ine. 
cop. 1925. 

I} Miss My Swiss (Chauve Souris). 
w.. L. Wolfe Gilbert. m., Abel Baer. 
Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1925 

if | Had a Gir! Like You. w.. 












































Co.. cop. 1925 
Syiva. Shapiro. Bernstein & Co., 
erward Introduced in Film: The 
HA L £ pell-Harms. Inc. cop (1925 by B 
Feldman & Co., London. 
. 
BLUE s KIRT G. Schirmer, Inc.. cop. 1925 
Isn't She the Sweetest Thing. 
MILLS MUSIC, INC. 1925. 


m., Billy Rose. Mori Dixon and Ray 
lienderson. Jerome H. Remick & 
3 if You Knew Susie—Like I 
NY¥ION'Y Know Susie. w.. m. Bud G. De- 
= cop. 1925. 

If You Were the Only Girl (Aft- 

L 0 v E S é C K- Vagabond Lover, 1929). w.. Clif- 
ford Grey. m., Nat D. Ayer. Chap- 

In the Luxembourg Gardens. w.. 

m., Kathleen Lockhart Manning 

In the Middle of the Night. 

WALTZ Billy Rose. m., Walter Donaldson. 

e Irving Berlin, Inc.. cop. 1925 

TING-A-LING w.. Gus Kahn. m., Walter Donald- 
son. Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop 

Just .a Cottage Small — By a 

eee ee See. Fh Watertal. w.. Bud G. DeSyiva. m., 
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Survey of retail sheet muste = & g s 
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from lead ling stores m 12 cities » “ es z E 
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rating for this and last week. ie. Im IS te lia!iatl« 2 uv: 
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National F 5 C g Y | = 3 @ : | 
eating Aug6 fig) b/e/e/F Ea/5 3 
This Last ple | - iz i=" lels F els 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher ” S 8 ica mf is El6 Y = 
] 1 “E nchanted Evening” (Williamson) 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
2 2 “Bali Ha’i’ (Williamson)... . £§ & £F&wW SE & Ss 
3. 4 4x“Forever and Ever” (Robbins) 5 2 4 St ee Se oS 
4 8 “Room Full of Roses” (Hill-R) . -. = eee ey 
5 3 “Again” (Robbins)............... = +S 2a : aero 
“6 6 “It's Cold Outside” (Melrose) a re aos Oe te a yy 
“7 Ii “Yes in Your Eyes” (Remick) 6 66 4 7 — 2 ero 
8 5 “Riders in the Sky” (Morris)..... . 2... -— - ‘= were 
9 5 “Old Fashioned Walk” (Berlin)... 6 .. .. 10 .. 10 2 8 8 
10 8 “Wonderful Guy” (Williamson).......-... 3 9 7 ee 10 
11 11 “Breaking My Heart” (Algonquin). 1... er eee 
12 7 “I Don’t See Me” (Laurel)........ 10... .... 10 | 
1313 “Highland Fling” (H. Warren)......._.._5 9 9. 7 
14 9 “I Love You” (Berlin)........... : 2 ae Sree 
15 “Cruising Down River” (Spitzer). 9 ea S so os ces, 
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4 5 7 
ae 
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9 .. 43 
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37 

5 9 34 
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James F. Hanley. Harms. Inc., cop.; Kahn. m., Walter Donaldson. Irv- 
1925. ing Berlin, Inec., cop. 1925. 


Keep Your Skirts Down, Mary Two Guitars. Orch. composition. 


Ann. w., Andrew B. Sicrling m..; m., arranged by Harry Horlick. | 


Robert A. King and Ray Hender-, Carl Fischer, Inc., cop. 1925. 


son. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Inc., Ukulele Lady. w., Gus Kahn. m., 

cop. 1925. Richard A. Whiting. Irving Ber- 
Let it Rain! Let it Pour!—I’'ll be lin, Inc., cop. 1925 

in Virginia in the Morning., w., . 

Cliff Friend. m., Walter Donaldson. eit” te ee 

Fa . ‘ 9r . “> c \ . ” 

Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1925. : dolf Friml. Henry Waterson, Inc., 
Looking for a Boy (Tip-Toes).| cop. 1925, 

w., Ira Gershwin. m., George Ger- Weters of Deities. w. Al 

shwin. Harms, ane, COP. 1925. Dubin. m., F. Henri Klickmann. 
Manhattan (Garrick Gaieties). Jack Mills, Inc., cop. 1925. 


Mi gore ay oe ee Who (Sunny). w., Otto Harbach 


cop. 1925 and Oscar Hammerstein, 2nd. m., 
Se ee . Jerome Keern. T. B. Harms Co. 
Milenberg Joys. Fox-trot. M.. gon 19295 

Leon ve ark Paul Mare and Why do I Love You (My Fair 

“Jelly Roll’ Morton. Chicago: Mel- Lady). w., Bud G. DeSylva and 

rose Bros. Music Co., Inc., COP. Tra Gershwin. m., George Gersh- 

1925. win. Harms, Inc., cop. 1925. 
Moonlight and Roses. w.. m Yearning—Just for You. w., m.. 

Edwin H. Lemare, Ben Black a nd Benny Davis and Joe Burke. Irving 

Neil Moret. San Francisco: Villa Berlin, Inc., cop. 1925. 

Moret, Inc., cop. 1925 Yes Sir, That’s My Baby. w., Gus 
My Sweetie Turned Me Down, Kahn. m., Walter Donaldson. Irv- 

w., Gus Kahn. m., Walter Donald- ing Berlin, Inc., cop. 1925. 

son. Irving Berlin, Inc., cop. 1925. —_— 

Neapolitan Nights. w., Harry D: Women’s skirts flapped around 
Kerr. m.. J. S. Zameenik. Cleve. their knees, disclosing legs encased 
land: Sam Fox Pub. Co., cop. 1925. in flesh-colored silk stockings. Hats 

Oh! Boy, What a Girl (Gay Were close-fitting. 
Paree). w., Bud Green. m., Wright _, 4 million and a half copies of 
and Bessinger. Shapiro, Bernstein True Story made the house of 


: Co. . cop. 1925. Macfadden one of the most re- 
Se, ie Om pee ' markably successful publishing 
Only a Rose (The Vagabond firms. 
King). w., Brian Hooker. m., Ru- Red Grange (Illinois) was the 
dolf cae Henry Waterson, Inc., jqoj of football fandom. In the fall 
wi, #2 * . of this year he turned professional. 
_Rhapsody in Blue. Orch. compo- To the list of fashionable dogs 
sition. m., George Gershwin. | now was added the police dog. 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1925. | In Washington, D. C., the last 
Remember. w., m., Irving Berlin. horse-drawn fire engine, powered 
Irving Berlin, Inc., cop. 1995 with a span of three horses, made 


Save Your Sorrow—for To-mor- its ultimate public appearance. 
row. w.. Bud G. DeSylva. m.. Al The last thing in radio sets was 
Sherman. Shapiro, Bernstein & the all-electric set, eliminating a 
Co., Inc., cop. 1925. cabinet full of batteries or ith pe 
- Sentimental: Me (Garrick Gaie- ©@¢ lier crystal sets rigged up with 
ties). w., Lorenz Hart. m., Richard eadphones. 


Rodgers. Edward B. Marks Music , Florida was enjoying a ian | 
Co.. cop. 1925 boom which sent real estate prices 
ae Me the Way to Go Home, Sky-high. Coral Gables and Miami 
W., Irving King. Harms, Inc., Were now important places on the 
cop. 1925. map. 
Sleepy Time Gal. w., Joseph R. In Dayton, Tenn., John Thomas 


Alden and Raymond A. Egan. m., S¢opes was found guilty of teach- 
Ange Lorenzo and Richard <A. ing evolution in a trial that at- 
Whiting. Leo Feist. Inc., cop. 1925, tracted so much attention that part 

Some Day (The Vagabond King). Of it had to be held outdoors. 
w., Brian Hooker. m.. Rudolf Clarence Darrow appeared for the 
Friml. Henry Waterson, Inc.. cop. defense, while the prosecution was 
1925. aided by William Jennings Bryan. 

Song of the Flame (Song of the Fqually good newspaper copy 
Flame). w., Otto Harbach and Was the tragedy of Floyd Collins 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2nd. m.. in Kentucky. Collins, while explor- 
George Gershwin and Herbert ing a cave, was trapped by a rock. 
Stothart. Harms, Inc.. cop. 1925. tescuers, at first able to reach the 

Song of the WVagabonds (The victim, were finally shut off by a 
Vagabond King). w., Brian Hooker. cavein. After nearly three weeks 
m., Rudolf Friml. Henry Water- they finally got to Collins, but by 
son, Inc., cop. 1925. this time he was dead. 

Sunny (Sunny). w.. Otto Har- The dirigible “Shenandoah” got 
bach and Oscar Hammerstein, 2nd, caught in a storm over Ohio, and 
m., Jerome Kern. T. B. Harms Co., was torn to pieces with a loss of 
cop. 1925. 14 officers and crew. Off Biock Is- 

Sweet and Low-Down (Tip-Toes). lan, N. Y.. the submarine S-51 
w., Ira Gershwin. m., George Ger- collided with the steamer “City of 


shwin. Harms, Ine., cop. 1925. Rome” and went to her doom with 
Sweet Georgia Brown. w., m.. 37 lives. 

Ben Bernie, Maceo Pinkard. and James J. (Jimmy) Walker was 

Kenneth Casey. Jerome H. Rem- elected mayor of New York City. 

ick & Co., cop. 1925. The legitimate season brought 


That Certain Feeling (Tip-Toes). forth “Arms and the Man” (Alfred 
V., Ira Gershwin. m., George Ger- Lunt and Lynn Fontanne), “Cradle 
shwin Harms Ine., cop, 1925. Snatchers” (Mary Boland), “No 

That Certain Party. w., Gus No, Nanette,” “Sunny” (Marilyn 


Miller), “The Cocoanuts” (Marx 
| Brothers), ‘The Green Hat” (Kath- 
}arine Cornell), “The Jazz Singer” 
(George Jessel), and “The Vortex” 


(Noel Coward). 
Phil Baker was 


dancer. 


appearing in 
“Artists and Models,” while 
|George Ratt was 


a 


Charleston 


Prosperous films of the year in- 


cluded “The Big 
Gilbert and Renee 


“The Merry Widow” 


and John Gilbert), 


Pa 


rade” (John 


Adoree), “The 
Gold Rush” (Charlie Chaplin), 


ai 


(Belle Bennett and 


Mae Murray 
tella Dallas” 
Ronald Col- 


man), “The Freshman” (Harold 
Lloyd) 
1926 


After I Say I'm 
Walter Donaldson a 
Leo Feist, Inc., cap 


All Alone Mond 


Sorry. w., m., 


nd 
1¢ 
ay 


Abe Lyman. 
)26. 
(The Ram- 


blers). w.. Bert Kalmar. m.. Harry 


Ruby. Harms, Ine 


Animal! Crackers | 


, cop. 1926. 
ee below) I'm 


Just Wild About Animal Crackers. 
( Continued next week) 





— 








THE PUBLIC CHOICE 
CARMEN LOMBARDO’S 
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eason fears of the N. ¥. 
ain resort belt, that its 
would be derailed this 
summer vacation- 
? ot going for the high tariffs 
ists jing a wonderful time, 
for or Desatiy been unfounded 
“ tinued heat wave and fine 
7 eo will give the mountain re- 
wets their best business in seve ral 
sorts 

years. 

) Top spots such 
the Cont ord, eg ( 

all ners have 

and Oe and tul nawi ys So fal 
+till have heavy advance reserva- 
‘ions most ol them even beyond 
Labor Day. Smaller spots aiso are 


Early § 
State mount 
yy train 
~~ through 


as Grossinger’s 
le Country Club 
catered to ca 
and 


doing well Some shaved tariffs 

) = . 

10-20% early in the season, but 
z came they re- 


he bonanza 
wend former top scales and are 
still packing em In. 

Aside from scarcity of reserva- 
tions in early July, operators were 
experiencing an additional head- 
ache via the new, hiked scale in- 
yoked by the American Guild of 
Variety Artists for performers 
Since practically all of the spots, 
Jarge and small, play either top or 
intermediate talent on wee kends, 
the proposed hike, at a time when 
things looked far from optimistic 
had them in a double dither. Top 
spots were not annoyed by the $30, 
$55, $85 minimums (respectively 
for singles, doubles and_ trios), 
since most paid much above that 
figure for talent. It was the 
smaller spots of 50 and 100-room 
s—~ capacity that were mostly annoyed. 

These generally operated on a 
budget of $100-$125 for a Saturday 
night show of four acts. They in- 
tended to meet the difference by 
cutting down on number of enter- 
tainers to maintain former budgets 
despite the hike. Consequently 
there were many cancellations of 
talent on the Decoration Day and 
July 4 weekends. Finally the N.Y 
agent groups swung into action, 
notified the talent union they 
would not go along with the hike 
and after much persuasion got the 
union to okay a more modified 
scale of $21.50 for singles, $37.50 
for doubles and $52.50 for trios for 
the smaller spots. This was ac- 
ceptable all around and agents be- 
gan channeling acts again to the 
mountains.“ Higher tariffs re- 
mained for the class spots. 

However, by the time the truce 
was effected it was somewhat of a 
hollow triumph for AGVA and its 
members, since during the contro- 








_—- 





versial period over the new scale 
Stanley Woolf, who had eight tour- 
ing legit stocks skirting that area, 
made a deal with Equity to union- 
ize his companies on the regular 
$50 weekly strawhat minimum 
with provision that half that sum 
would be paid in salary and the 
other half for board. Since -this 
arrangement was reportedly satis- 
factory to Equity he jumped in and 
contracted 60 hotels, which for- 
merly played variety layouts. for 
his shows. Latter are booked at 
$125 a performance and, from ac- 
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' Cole Bros. 
| Owensboro, Ky., may be forced to 














fountain Resorts Doing Sock Biz; 
AGVA vs. Legit Tangle Continues 


counts, the clients and audiences 
are satisfied with them. 

AGVA has since attempted to 
oust Woolf from the _ territory, 
claiming it’s their exclusive do- 
main, but Woolf just takes it in 
stride and flashes his Equity pact 
into the AGVA rep’s kisser. Upon 
complaint of AGVA to Equity that 


Woolf was underselling in com- 
parison to its own scales, a com- 
mittee was set up, but before get- 
ting anywhere on the matter had 


to off to Hollywood for confabs on 
the television situation. 


Tax Returns 
Point to Peak 
Season for A. C. 


Atlantie City, Aug. 9. 

Indications point to a boff sea- 
son here, based on collection of 
June luxury taxes, most of which 
are paid by visitors. 

June tax receipts were up $8- 
397 according to a report released 
by Administrator Allen Wiesen- 
thal. He disclosed that $145,600 
was collected this June from hotel 
rooms, amusements, liquor and 
tobacco as against $137,203 from 
the same sources last year. 

Hot and clear weather through- 
out July is expected to boost the 
tax collections to another high 
when July report is released. The 
reports are not filed in City Hall 
until two weeks after the end of 
the month and it usually takes an- 
other two weeks before they are 
audited. 

Figures on luxury tax payments 
for the first six months of the year 
are behind such figures of a year 
ago, however. Last year $571,383 
was collected against $538,758 this 
year. 

Loss can be attributed to lack 
of conventions from the first of 
the year on. Hotelmen, too, blame 
the American Bowling Congress, 
which took over Convention Hall 
for its long meet early in the year, 
costing the resort a great loss of 


convention business. 


On top of the figures comes the 
prediction of the Chamber of 
Commerce that an eight to 10°% 


decline in the resort’s overall sea- | 


sonal business, is to be expected. 
The Chamber, in a letter to its 
members, said the drop would be 
due principally to a marked de- 


cline in retail stores and a falling | 


off in cocktail lounge and night 
club patronage. Hotels and res- 
taurants, the letter said, are even 
or running ahead of last year. 
Commenting on the*lack of sup- 
port for the legitimate shows, the 
Chamber said: 
“Whatever 
these periodic failures, 
is definitely not to bé found in 
building an expensive municipal 
theatre until it has been definitely 
ascertained that local citizens and 
vacation visitors will support legit- 
imate shows in available theatres. 


the reason back of 
he answer 


It is the audience that makes for 


a successful show, not the building 


it is staged in.” 





Terrell May Reclaim 


Cole Circus by Default 


Louisville, Aug. 9. 
Zack Terrell, former owner of 
Circus, now living in 


foreclose the mortgage on the cir- 
cus he sold to eastern interests last 
spring. According to Terrell, its 
new owners have steadily lost 
money due mostly to heavy operat- 
ing costs including the hefty sti- 
pend for film star Burt Lancaster, 
who has been a disappointment as 
a draw. Buyers of the circus still 
owe Terrell 50% of the purchase 
price. 

Stockholder decision on whether 
to let Terrell repossess the show 
was due in Saratoga Springs Sat- 
urday (6). New owners had se- 
cured some 200 acres of land in 
Miami, for winter quarters and a 
year-round zoo, but Terrell said he 


would return to the State Fair 
winter quarters in Louisville, 
should he be forced to re- 


possess the Cole show. 


| Dunninger Slated 
| For Vaude, Cafes 


Dunninger, the mentalist, is 
being set for a string of cafe and 


vaude dates by William Morris 
Agency, his first since his tele | 
series. 


He'll tee off with two weeks at 
the Last Frontier, Las Vegas, 





To Acts in Sept. 


With restoration of stage shows 
t the N. Y. Strand clinched by 
ontinulng poor b.o. under the 
raight picture policy, Warner 
Bros. exees are shopping around 
ior a new format to be used at the 
Broadway showcase. It’s under- 
stood that WB toppers want to 
switch away from the house’s for- 
mer expensive name band policy 


while avoiding a vaude pattern that 
would be too much akin to 
one used the closely 
Palace 


‘ 
Final decision on format has not 


reached but Warners is 
pressing tor an early reversion to 
live talent, most likely in Septem- 
ber. Company execs have already 
made inquiries concerning the 
Palace’s deals with the stagehands 
and musicians unions with an eye 
to cutting House bookers 
have also been talking with various 
acts and bands about terms for 
future dates at the Strand but no 
deals have been inked. 


yet been 


costs 


TONY MARTIN PREEMS 
2-A-DAY IN SEATTLE 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Martin headlines vaude 

Metropolitan theatre, 
Seattle, Aug. 29, when house 
launches two-a-day vaude. Joe 
Danieis’ eastern circuit vaudeville 
office is handling booking. 

If Seattle showcasing clicks, 
Daniels will book Portland and 
Vancouver, offering acts’ three 
weeks’ time between towns. 


Alan Young’s P.A.’s 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 
Alan Young, film and radio star, 
will tee off his theatre tour at Chi- 
cago theatre, Aug. 26. Comedian 
is eager to line up several months 
of vaude. 


Tony 
show at 








| 

the | 
neighboring | 
| 


N.0. Judge Cites French Quarter Cafes 
For Lewd Shows, Sexy Ballyhoos 





vv 


Grant Exiting Versailles 


N. Y. Strand Back 


For Plaza’s Persian Room 
After three-and-a-half years at 
the Versailles, N. Y., the Bob 
Grant exiting to take up 
new headquarters at the Persian 
Room of Hotel Plaza, N. ¥ 
sept. 24 

No successor to 


orch is 
the 


Grant has been 


Vel 


U.S. Acts Held Up 


In Prop Clearance 
On London Dates 


London,: Aug. 9 
American acts arriving here with 
their props have found it difficult 
to land lately, with Customs of- 
ficers badgering them over the tax 
question of the part of 

their act. 
Latest act 
which nearly, 
ing date at Bristol was 
dells when they were not 
to land with their 


decided upon for the ailles 


essential 


to encounter trouble, 
their open- 
The Ru- 
allowed 
specially built 


delayed 


| trampoline, an integral part of the 


act. 

After a lot of trouble, the 
Charles Tucker’s agency, who 
booked act, was finally compelled 


to put up a bond of $1,600 before’ 
|act was permitted to go 


through. 


This was on top of trouble the 
act encountered when arriving at 
Southampton and _ finding their 


baggage, insured for $2,000, miss- 


ing. 

Another act encountering same 
| difficulty, with same result, were 
Tom and Jerry, comedy-bar act. 
Agency again deposited bond in 
this case. This despite explana- 
|tions that props were tools of 


| trade, and that acts had Ministry 
|of Labour permit to work here. 


Upshot of the hassle is that mat- 


'ter has been taken up by the Vari- | 
ety Artistes Federation, who have | 


made suggestion that acts booked 


'in future for England should no- 
| tify them and their agents of the 


Celeste Holm and Liberace have | essential props they are bringing | 


been set for the same bill, in con-| Over so that the matter could be 


junction with Par’s midwest preem | 
of Bing Crosby starrer, “Top of the | 


Morning.” 


taken up with 
thorities to avoid further delays in 
future. 


| venile 


New Orleans, Aug. 9. 

Judge Leo Blessing of the Ju- 
Court last week § lam- 
basted French Quarter night club 
operators who hire entertainers 
“because of their criminal rec- 
ords.” He also attacked New Or- 
leans newspapers for publishing 
advertisements of such attractions. 

Judge Blessing said that certain 
nitery operators’ “attempts to 
pitalize on participation in crime 
is revolting to decency and insult- 
ing to the intelligence.” 

The judge was commenting as 
chairman of 


Ca- 


a citizens’ advisory 

committee. He said 
“Newspaper advertisements rela- 
tive to theatre and night club en- 
tertainment, have, in the past been 
decidedly objectionable, according 
to the criteria which the commit- 


tee employs in judging comic 
books. 

“The committee understands 
that advertisements must neces- 


sarily attract the customer's atten- 
tion and interest, but this commift- 
tee feels that the newspapers 
should exercise more restraint in 
presenting their material as a fur- 
ther safeguard to the morals of 


‘this community.” 


On the subject of night clubs 
and their use of former criminals 
as entertainers, he said his com- 
mittee “has no right to complain 
officially since prostituting of the 
community’s moral decency is not 
within the scope” of the group's 
purpose, 

“In calling attention to these ob- 
jectionable conditions, the com- 
mittee hopes that the organizations 


whose’ representatives compose 
this committee, will be able to al- 
leviate such conditions by what- 
ever concerted action may be ad- 
visable.” 

Targets of Judge Blessing’s 
attack were Satira (Patricia 


Schmidt), pardoned by the presi- 
dent of Cuba in the Lester Mee 
murder case, and Vicki Evans, a 
principal in the Robert Mitchum 
marijuana case, who appeared re- 
cently at two French Quarter 
spots. Their appearances were 
widely advertised. 


Chez for Thomas 


William Morris Agency has set 
Danny Thomas for a six-week run 
at the Chez Paree, Chicago, open- 





|ing Aug. 26. 
the Customs au- | 
|other cafe and vaude dates for the 
' comic. 


Agency is currently negotiating 


eam 





mater a 
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Thanks, Harry Romm and Danny Welkes 


PENNY EDWARDS 


Motion Picture Credits 


“TWO GUYS FROM TEXAS” 
Opposite Jack Carson 


FUSSIN’ 
Opposite Donald O'Connor 


“THAT HAGEN GIRL” 
Opposite Rory Calhoun 


“MY WILD IRISH ROSE” 


And soon to be seen as star in 


“TUCSON” 
20th Century-Fox 


* 


Personal Appearances 


HIPPODROME 
Baltimore 
Weeks August 12, and 19—CHICAGO, CHI. 
Week August 26—RADIO CITY, MINN. 
Week September 2—RIVERSIDE, MIL. 


“FEUDIN’, 


THEN 


Returning to Coast for Further Picture Commitments 


Management—MCA 


AND FIGHTIN‘ ” 
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Blackpool, Britain's Atlantic City, 
Still Boff Show Town; U.S. Acts Score 


By HARRY REGENSBERG 
Blackpool, Eng., Aug. 2. 
Blackpool, Lancashire, with a 


steady population of 151,600, and 
a floating population of 260,000 
during summer months (late June 
to end October), mostly from Mid- 
lands and North of England, has 
the biggest show biz in the world 
for the size of the town It’s the 
English Atlantie City. 


Boasting 14 theatres, all running 
live shows, it provides a flow of en- 
tertainment comprising revue 
vaudeville, ice and water spectacles 
and circus to millions of visitors 
and locals, with the season absorb- 
ing some of the biggest radio and 
vaude names. These shows pay out 
around $120,000 in salaries per 
week. with their intake exceeding 
$240,000 per week. 

Although the weekly revenue of 
34 London West End shows exceeds 
$400,000, Blackpool’s weekly return 
is really fantastic, considering that 
admission prices are much lower 
than in London. But that is not all 


Blackpool subscribes to. Besides 
the 14 live shows, it also has 18 
picture theatres, which garner 


around $85,000 per week. 

Two oddities stand out in Black- 
pool's entertainment. First, all the 
stars featured here are males, with 
not one femme name; and (2), not 
one theatre stages a straight play. 
Only time town had straight play 
for the season was in 1942, when 
George Black produced “No 
Orchids for Miss Blandish” prior 
to its lengthy run at the Prince of 
Wales, London. This freezing out 
of straight plays has caused plenty 
of tongue-wagging among the 
town’s intelligentsia. 

Biggest entertainment purveyors 
are the Blackpool Tower Co. and 
Blackpool Winter Gardens & 
Pavilion Co. Joint ventures have 
a share capital of $5,000,000, with 
current market price of shares 
around $40,000,000, all held pri- 
vately. 

Topper among their spots is the 
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FUN-MASTER 
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Tower Circus, a 3,000-seater, play- 
ing 15 shows per week to average 
of $40,000. 

House is 


Sross 


The Opera next with 


3.080 seats. Show staged for second 
vear by George and Alfred Black 
is “Mid-Summer Madness.” with 
cast headed by Charlie Chester and 
his Radio Gang, one of the top fea- 
tures on BB It's an elaborate 
entertainment costing $120,000 to 
produce. Chester’s main supports 
are George and Jert Bernard 
Americans), whose salary is $2,400 
per and Andrea Dancers. who 
played America last season. and 
were originally known as the Mexi- 
canos. The Blacks’ show did ca- 


pacity last year, averaging $28,000, 
but this year it’s likely to be nearer 
$26,000 for 12 performances. 

The Palace, also a Tower con- 
cern, plays regular vaudeville 
policy all year round, mostly Eng- 
lish stars, such as George Formby, 
Steve Conway, et al., supported by 
American and Continental stars, 
and does a steady $16,000 to $206,- 
000 per week according to the star’s 
pulling power. 


The Grand theatre, leased for 
second year by bandleader Henry 
Hall, stages “Buttons and Bows” 
revue headed by Donald Peers, a 
vaudevillian who has made 
meteoric strides in the last few 
years. Unrecognized for many 
years with salary ranging around 
$100 per, he has jumped to the 


fore, due to his many broadcasts, 
and is considered one of the top 
singles today. Although booked by 


Hall for $1,000 per, his contract 
was doubled by mutual arrange- 
ments, and he is now drawing 
$2,000 per. Important support 


given to Peers is by Robert 
Lamouret, wellknown in America; 
Billy Russetl, old vaude standard, 
and Ernest Arnley and Gloria Day. 
Former is a clever all-round per- 
former who should be grabbed for 
a West End revue, for which he is 
ideally suited. Show is doing 12 
capacity performances, with gross 
around $20,000. 
Winter Garden’s ‘Annie’ 

The Winter Garden, another of 
the BTC properties, was formerly 
a picture house and has undergone 
extensive structural alterations for 
the staging of Emile Littler’s 
“Annie Get Your Gun.” It’s doing 
capacity nights, with 90% capacity 
on its three matinees, garnering 
$17,000 per, which is plenty profit- 
able. 

BTC’s action in leasing the 
Winter Garden to Littler is being 
contested by the Black brothers 
who claim that the Littler deal was 
closed after they signed contract 
for the Opera House, and manage- 
ment has thereby misled 
They are claiming damages, alleg- 
ing this opposition is hurting their 
biz. Claim involves big money and 
protracted legal difficulties, with 
likelihood that case will be settled 
out of court. 

BTC's Tower Ballroom is another 
revenue-getter. It’s the only known 
spot in England that stages ballets 
for kids. It holds 5,000 and 





= 





B 
a 


OOKING 
GENCY 


@ENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 


5 


Waheatulbt ti ati if 








them. | 


| jams ’em in at 40c each daily, 
| vielding around $12,000 per. 


Most formidable opposition to 
BTC are Jack Taylor and Tom 
Arnold. These formerly played | 


their shows for the Tower manage- 
ment, but there’s a big rift which 
has developed into a feud. T. and 
A. are gradually getting their teeth 
in and have now three big shows 
here and already scouting the field 
for more spots for next year. 
Biggest of their ventures is Solo- 
mon Schneider’s ‘Water Follies” at 


Derby saths. newly constructed 
Blackpool Corp.'s building. It’s 
staged by Jean Le Seyeux, and 


stars Johnny Weissmuller, assisted 


bv Dutch Smith, at joint salary of 


$5,000 per week r. and A. are 
paying a $48,000 rental for a 12 
weeks’ season. plus around the 
$60,000 cost of production. not 
counting overhead of rest of big 


cast. Spot is away from the enter- 
tainment center. With all the dif- 
ficulties, show is doing near ca- 
pacity, with advance bookings well 
ahead. Weissmuller, due to a pie 
commitment, quits Aug. 20, with 
rest of show staying on till October, 


with Peter Fick and Eddie Rose 
taking the head spot. Show then 
tours Europe, covering Paris, 


Geneva, Brussels, Copenhagen and 
Stockholm. 

T. and A.’s second venture is at 
the Hippodrome, a picture theatre 
owned by Associated British Pic- 
ture Corp. which they leased last 


year. Show is Robert Nesbitt’s 
new edition of “Coconut Grove” 
revue, with last year’s stars, Jewel 
and Warriss, ace radio names. 
Show is built on lines of Littler 
and Arnold's London Casino 


“Latin Quarter,” including the re- 
ception orchestra in the foyer and 
the nudes. But revue suffers from 
too much Jewel and Warriss, who 
barely give others a chance. They 
certainly try to earn their $4,000 
per. Support has Josei Locke, 
radio and disk name. Formerly 
an Irish cop. he crashed show biz 
getting around $120 per a couple 
seasons ago. Now he is in the 
$1,250 bracket. Has a_ pleasing 
enough voice. Of American con- 
tingent, Gil Maison and his pets 
and Wally Boag score, while Julie 
Andrews, a kid protegee, whams 
"em. Intake averages around $25,- 
000 against last year’s $28,000, 
which is still a moneymaker 
Orchid Room, on the Central 
Pier, is T. and A.’s other venture. 
Revue type of entertainment, 
credited to Robert Nesbitt, it stars 
Frankie Howerd, who, despite his 
radio rep, is plenty blue and often 
resented by the customers. But 
he manages to pack ’em in with 
able support by Carl and Faith 
Simpson (Americans), and *Freddy 
(Schweitzer), of Teutonic origin, 
brought over to England by Jack 
Hylton in the days when he was 
maestroing. Act is antiquated, 
having changed little in years, and 
is more suitable for a circus arena. 
Music publisher Lawrence 
(Continued on page 60) 





Big Competish Looms For 
Bunched Talent in Omaha 


Omaha, Aug. 9. 
Fevered competish for audience 
coin looms here the latter part of 


the month. Max Clayton is bring- 
ing in the Judy Canova show at 


the Auditorium Aug. 29. The fol- 
lowing night, Spike Jones plays a 
/One-nighter at Tristates’ Orpheum 
theatre. 

_ Plenty of ballyhoo is already be- 
ing used for both attractions. Jones 
|'gets a strong draw from the rural 
sections, from which several hun- 
dred mail orders have already come 
in. Ak-Sar-Ben has Mimi Benzell, 


‘the direction of 
| sanyl, with 


|Ted Drake and Carla Marche at | 


the Coliseum Aug. 10. 





Parnell Holds Palladium 


Vaude Season to Oct. 


London, Aug. 9. 

Val Parnell will continue vaude 
at the Palladium until the end of 
October. Parnell is bringing in 
Alfred Blacks’ Blackpool show, 
“Midsummer Madness,” which will 
remain until the pantomime season 
begins around Xmas time. House 
was originally scheduled to bring 
'in Bernard Delfon’s ‘“Folies Ber- 
| gere Revue,” but show is going 
into the Saville instead. Change 
in plans was due to the flop of 
“Roundabout,” Delfont’s new 
musical, which bowed at the Saville 
last Thursday (4). 
| Henry Hall's current Blackpool 
| show, being staged by Jack Hylton, 
| replaces “Together Again” at the 
| Victoria Palace” late in October. 
Revue will remain for four months 
exiting when the new Crazy Gang 
shew is ready. 





‘Mpls. Radio City Sets 
Vaude Bill for Aug. 26 


Minneapolis, Aug. 9. 
Tremendous business done by 


the two stage shows at Radio City : 


and RKO-Orpheum last month has 
prompted Minnesota Amusement 
Co. (Paramount theatre circuit) to 
make a hurried booking of more 
flesh for its 4.000-seat Radio City 
during State Fair week, Aug. 26. 

Show will include Ted Weems 
orchestra, Bob Crosby, Three 
Stooges and Penny Edwards. Next 
Orpheum vaudeville show isn’t due 
until Sept. 15 

The July 
first vaudfilm 


stage shows were the 
offerings locally in 
more than a year With Frankie 
Carle and the Mills Bros. Radio 
City did just under $42,000, while 
the vaude unit chalked up almost 
$25,000 for the Orpheum. 


AGVA BENEFIT PULLS 
46-56 IN MOUNTAINS 


The first of a 





series of benefits 
to aid the Death Benefit Fund of 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
was held Sunday (7) night at the 
Concord hotel, Lake Kiamesha, 
N.Y. It drew large attendance in 
the mountain area and while re- 
turns have not as yet been com- 
puted, it is believed a sum between 
$4.000 and $5,000 will accrue to the 
fund which will provide $500 in- 
surance for its members. 

Benefit was the collaborative ef- 
forts of Jimmy Lyons, eastern re- 
gional director of AGVA and Jackie 
Bright, chairman of AGVA’s N. Y. 
branch board. Duo plan to stage 
several similar events in the moun- 
tain area before end of the season. 

Myron Cohen emceed the afiair, 
with some 30 acts comprising the 
entertainment, which lasted almost 
until dawn. 





Kentucky Fair Shakeup 
Louisville, Aug. 9. 

Major shakeup was given the 
Kentucky State Fair administration 
last week when Manager George E. 
Lambert requested resignations of 
General Superintendent John C. 
Wehrley and Ann B. McCrocklin, 
secretary to the Fair Board. Wehr- 
ley had been an employee of the 
State Fair for 3 years, and Miss 
McCrocklin for an almost equal pe- 
riod. 

An assistant manager has been 
appointed, to serve only through 
the State Fair period, while Ed 
Brooks, former grounds engineer, 
has been appointed to the Super- 
intendent post. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Aug. 9. 
Deerwood Adirondack Music 
Center held its fifth concert at the 
local Town Hall. Orch under 
Nicholas Har- 
Madame Agi Jambor, 





pianist, featured. It was highly 
successful and sellout. Seventeen 


patients of Variety Clubs hospital 
attended as guests of Mrs. Ernest 
Wood, sec’y of Saranac Lake Tu- 
berculosis Society. 

Lew Deag, blackface comedian, 
curing at Mattapan, Mass., expects 
an all-clear in September. 

John (IATSE) Nolan and Eugenie 
(legit) Reed mastered the phrenic 
“nerve” operation and doing 
nicely. 

Larry Doyle, yesteryear second- 
baseman of the N. Y. Giants was 
saluted on his recent birthday by 
radio station WNBZ, the Pontiac 
theatre and Durgans nitery. He’s 
doing nicely at the Trudeau sana- 
torium here. 

Robert Louis Stevenson Society 
held its 35th annual meeting at 
the Stevenson Memorial Cottage 
here. Dr. David McKee was the 
principal speaker. Many of the ac- 
tors colony attended. 

Dr. Sam Harben and the Si Hem- 
melrechs in from Philadelphia to 
chat with Bob Pasquale, who is do- 
ing O.K. 

Write to those who are ill. 


} 


,came 


‘JACK LINDER RESUMES 
BOOKING FOR VAUDE 


Jack Linder, indie vaude booker 
and quondam legit producer. who 
shoved off to Hollywood years ago 
when the vaude market collapsed 
is back in New York to establish 
another vaude booking agency due 
to renaissance variety bills are en- 
Joying. 

_Linder claims to have lined up 
15 houses, independents, which he 
formerly booked in the heyday. 


x as 
the nucleus for a new 


circuit he’l] 


organize to get under way around 
Labor Day. Reticent to name 
houses until pacts are actuals 


signed, he did state that they were 
in the New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
and upper New York areas. Ase 
sociated with him in the new book. 
ing setup will be Edward Hanna 
who will scout additional houses 
and talent. Hanna will leave on 
a field tour later this week. 

Although Linder’s concentration 
will be on vaude bookings, he’l 
still retain his legit and television 
department under Harry Fields 
with Danny Fagan assisting him 
on the bookings. 





Will Mahoney Plans Revival 
Of Old Act for U. S$. Tour 


Will Mahoney, comedian and 
neadliner- when vaudeville was at 
its peak, has returned to the U. §, 
after some 15 Australia 
and reportedly will revive his old 
turn for U. S. dates. Now vaca- 
tioning in the Adirondacks, he was 
famed for a routine in which he 
played the xylophone with feet. 

While in Australia, Mahoney be- 
one of Down Under's top 
showman with interests in a flock 
of theatrical enterprises. As op- 
erator of the Cremorne theatre, 
Brisbane, he has presented revivals 
of George M. Cohan’s “Little Nellie 
Kelly” and “Sunny.” His wife, 
Evie Hayes, is co-director of the 
Cremorne and currently is appear- 
ing as “Annie” in “Annie Get Your 
Gun” for Williamson-Tait in Aussie. 


years in 
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YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 


when in LONDON for Bargains is 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage. 

and Sports Goods:—Call at ! Port- 
man Square (corner of O 
Street), Marble Arch, London, W.1. 





























GEORGE-ANDRE 


MARTIN 


The Man With the Dancing Fingers 
Returning from 
6 Months Tivoli Circuit, Australia 
after 
8 Months, Ken Murray's Blackouts 
Thanks to Hershey Martin 
M.C.A. 
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Vendio: see Ringling Circus Switches Dates 


Wednesday, Aug-1st 10, 1949 


yt a, Tart | ECKSTINE PACTED FOR 3 
Rochester's Unit — LOEW’S DELUXER DATES 


| 
| Billy Eckstine, who’s currently | 
riding the crest of a popularity | 





Minneapolis, Aug. 9. 
During the week of vaude- 
ville at the RKO-Orpheum, the 
long lines at the box-office cre- 
ated a traffic problem, Cedric 





Oker 


Who 


Wows Even The 


wave, has been set for a three-| 





Adams reported in his Star 
column. 








To Avoid Conflict With Minn. Fair 





> ago ° week tour of Loew’s deluxers by | The sight of a huge throng | Minneapolis, Aug. 9. 
psed, emp S ensors the William Morris agency. Col-| in front of a local theatre, he ‘Vanities’ Back f 1950 Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bailey 
blish ored songster will head his own | —— out, apparently is so | age va ge a Pepi A gg Rag ae penne pr i. 
: ‘ : : unusua Ww Z i - tek Paw ‘ ; eas F 
due Memphis, Aug. 6. | package, which is being currently! (oie a wedi "tthanan” Bae. | Run After London Click yyinneapolis and one in St. Paul), 
> en- Despite a steady rain during the assembled and will be booked in sons driving by stopped to Cast and other personne! of is passing up Minneapolis and St. 
day, the Eddie (Rochester) Ander- for a flat sum, undisclosed. He will gape and then came the clog- “Skating Vanities,” which closed a Paul this ork but will show in 
: up ae all-Negro Hollywood variety | pay off the other acts. ging, he said. nine-week run at the Wembley saa can te ae bec . biden 
; » revue was a sock hit with the com- Sidney Piermont, Loew’s booker, Pool, London, Saturday (6) arrived Bemidil, population, 13.000. "Aug. 
he'll pined white and Negro audience has set the unit to tee off at Loew’s, ‘SALUTE’ SERIES BOFF in N. Y. via two chartered planes 17 r 
und Thursday (4) ot Morin Stadium, Syracuse, Sept. 30. It then plays - Monday (8) and will immediately It’s because of a state law pro- 
ame the local Negro baseball park. And | Loew's, Rochester, Oct. 7, and ee — hibiting Pees nl I of - aca in 
sate the payoff was that the all-Negro Loew s, Buffalo, Oct. 14. IN CHI, FRISCO, L. A. gO into rehearsals for the 1950 eiamamuiee Sosten ions 18 davs pre- 
nein show also caught the fancy of the, Eckstine is currently playing a gag edition of the roller production. It ceding sins State Fair sida opens 
‘ania hard-boiled Memphis ae eee er ragga — et gh ro “Salute” series ctpaiet te tees off in Montreal, Sept. '4. In jin the Twin Cities Aug. 27 this 
a, Avery Blakeney, who aoe as- where he Is establishing ee dieget Tr Byfield ln the College Inn addition to London, show aiso year 
ook. signed by censor Czar sloyd Z ords for the spot, according to Hotel Sherman. last Nov.. has ap. Played engagements in Zurich and |” Through some strange process of 
inford, told promoter Matty Frank Barbara, nitery’s op. pica we — an Fee) ae Ow | eek. ti a agen hes ptr 
nna, Binto! h oat “it wy, pesees parently been the answer to nitery | : reasoning, the circus, unable to hit 
uses Brescia and u e pes = . Hess blues both for the Inn and other Producer Harold Steinman stated the state at any other time, figures 
» On a good, clean show—very entel — . spots in the country where the for- the show could have extended the jt’s all right to disregard the law as 
ing — Povhi Mand Th «ooh pots Hypnotist Slater, Back mat has been iried. Current | London date had it not been for long as it keeps away from the 
tion aie P heretofore ie Senaily |“‘Salute to Rodgers and Hammer- eee for the new Twin Seg ew, the afore- 
he’ sor . ate Mine «ated F FE T stein,” the third in the series at the | © mentioned bookings. 
poo Sarees was involved. — rom uropean our, Sherman, is still packing them in, | ee i SR C. E. poragiese i = at- 
elds e rt fe ae its 14th week. Original production ° torney, says theres little chance 
sem Rochester “aren —* - gece Blasts Brit. Tooters “Salute to Gershwin,” had ry _ Contino Hypoed By anybody will try to prevent the cir- 
ee ees om, om Peeved with the British musi- cessful run at the Ambassador, | : . cus from showing at the three 


the audience in knots with his 


Los Angeles, with producer Sher- | 





Heidt Vaude Tour, 


Viinnesota towns or prosecute it for 


tte r ahout his “boss.” Cians union, hypnotist Ralph Slater ; peter 
clever patter § —— PAR AE? . man Marks planing to the Coast to | law violation. 
Jack Benny. declared upon his arrival in New ‘ 3 é “Somebody would have to file a 
| é a? —_ produce it. It’s currently playing B B () L _ some : ha ( e 
iva The eo ea — on the York last week on the Queen to near SRO at the Mark Hopkins, ecomes eU. ure criminal complaint in court or a 
ame 3 “heir chara oe Elizabeth that he’s quit British San Francisco. | Cincinnati, Aug. 9 polite officer would have to arrest 
our eelren ee sence sens “Salute to Gershwin” and all | circus Officials for gross misde- 


spirituals and terrif blues. They 





theatre dates for a “long time” to 


other salute units are booked by 





Dick Contino, accordionist who 


meanors in order to stop or hinder 











~ peso neg ol co a = te come. Slater's dissatisfaction stems MCA, with the Gershwin show jumped into prominence via Horace the showings,” said Houston, “I 
~ . 5 . -__ > s * " P ; , if , , ; > ; 
Sat torcher, oy cstae ten hing orca from a bill for $44 handed him by playing Sacramento, Aug. 8-10-11, | Heidt’s vaude unit, has become a @oubt if anybody, including the 
+h rendition 0 mieva 8 a tooters at  Manchester’s Hippo- following with two-week runs at erful | Iraw j a ee State Fait officials. cares that 
rf Scat Man Carrouthers working i. ee “ ; ease dale Sala Welons doen powerful b.o. draw in theatres and jjyeh. 
— with Rochester was also solid in Grome ' heatre for 29 Ene? ere The Flamingo " Las Vegas The one-nighters. Contino completed a The circus last year played the 
old the laugh Gapaenes:. Edwards time incurred during a_ perfor- soon of the. suries. “Salute to week at the RKO Albee last Thurs- Twin Cities July 29-31, well ahead 
aca- aS seatributed ae aa mance at the house last month. Cole Porter,” is being whipped into , day (4) and drew a neat $8,700 as Henig haginrng oe = eer 
was SUS, . iihes Time runover came about when shape by Marks for the Coconut | his shar 7 “OSs ag ol — ay: 
: eater tks ~ ‘ AG : ‘ 7 ‘ s share of a gross that approx-) pack eae iran ip , 
he impact pegs ate acta band Sjater “cured” a paralysis victim Grove of the Ambassador hotel, | imated $28,100. He went i PE the back eee ae ee 
tt. wie te n nll a. tae ca ... who had been afflicted since birth. Los Angeles. Coast hotel will prob- | | : ee oe went into the a a St Pa en to reach Minneapolis 
be nd unit playe Fed nan = ae Both audience and musicians ably book the Rodgers and Ham- Palace theatre, Cleveland, the next and St. Paul in time. 
te ee — Fo mc ge sy Aeeader ai agreed to remain while he attemp- merstein unit when it concludes its |day and is reported to have run ee” ae ere oe © 
° . rectin ; eas . ‘ — risers P » College | , 
lock ten" Ihochaster oi aie than — a pg the a ex- current run at the College Inn. up a $4,400 opening day gross. CAFE’S NO-TAX POLICY 
“ ; opt plained. n view oO e circum- — | in ah bee ets ae ; 
be se — Denver, Heplit, | stamens he felt & wae weber tee ; Pe a gs med finishes in oye | Dallas, Aug. 9. 
= rope a. ansas City, Salt _Lake the hand to bill hie. fa meted Se ttle Clubs St mied |Jand, he gin a series 0 Six A new policy is being put into 
vals City, Atlanta and Oklahoma City. ‘lend ites cue tine ean Ot bb one a y N. Y. state one-nighters, in Niagara effect here at the Mural Room of 
lie sequence, but the princisnie of the | . Falls, Batavia, Lockport, Utica, the Baker Hotel, with no luncheon 
7 thing was disturbing In License Hassle ae fer which he has guarantees floorshows and no tax except on 
: R dC d Ex d Sl: - origi . = rf) 11,000. He’s heading his own , Wednesday. 

; Slater originally went to Britain | Ses ' a oe : , 
ear- ecor row pecte for a Pirates “stand that later | T Seatt] a aa : unit of seven acts and a small band. Current on the band stand is 
our At St f d E = Rare te ng le ie Ae voiced woe i we a Bagg icreny re Pg Associated Booking Dick LaSalle and band. Floorshow 
Sle. > al : ‘ s¢ the s “St K N,| handles his dates. features > Cooper Sisters 

amior Xpo of the country. In a week's stint | have been refused Class H clu features the Cooper Sisters. 
mm Stamford, Conn., Aug. 9. at London's Empress Hall last May, | jiqguor licenses and will either have — = —————— 








More than 50,000 people are ex- 
pected to visit the nine-day Ex- 
position of Progress being held 
here Sept. 10-18. The first trade 
show and fair to be held here in 
23 years, the Exposition has prac- 
tically sold out its 70,000 sq. ft. 
exhibition area. A special bill put 
through the Connecticut legislature 
and signed by Governor Bowles 
will allow the exposition to oper- 
ate afternoons and evenings of 
both Sundays during its run. 

Stamford Chamber of Commerce 
and their affiliated organizations, 
pe Stamford-Greenwich Manu- 
rey ll Council and the Stam- 
ord Retail Merchants Councils are 
Sponsoring the project. 














he grossed $24,000. 
has deals pending for vaude, films 
and television. However, none 


has reached the inking stage as yet. | 





SPIKE JONES UNIT TO 


SPARK TEXAS FAIR 


Dallas, Aug. 9. 


Spike Jones and his City Slickers 
will give 30 shows at the State Fair 
of Texas this year, the most per- 
formances ever given during the 
State Fair run at the Auditorium. 

The show opens Saturday, Oct. 
8 and will give three performances 
daily. Ticket prices will range 
from $1.30 and $3.10, tax included. 


Currently he | 


to close or apply for regular res- 
taurant liquor licenses. Club’s re- 
fused include the Athens Club, Ma- 
gicians, West Seattle A.C., Blue 
Button, and Seattle Business Men. 
Many had feature bands and floor 
shows. 

Some clubs have already gotten 
regular licenses and are now oper- 
ating on an ‘“open-house” basis. 
The Cirque Club currently has 
Craig, Stevens and Ames, with Paul 
McRae’s band ayd other clubs are 
now emphasizing food service. 

A number of other clubs that 
have dancing and/or’ entertain- 
ment are now operating on tem- 
porary liquor licenses. These in- 
clude the Town and Country, Aero- 
Marine, Colored Waiters, Porters 
and Cooks, and Sourdough Club. 


Le Among new performers signed 

27a mem fOr the Spike Jones show are Au- Se ee 
drey Hoss, acrobat; Evelyn and i. mm 
Betty, dance duo, and Bill King, Durante Postpones Copa 
juggler. (N.Y.) Booking Till Nov. 


JAY MARSHALL 


Is Still at Billy Rose’s 
Diamond Horseshoe 





While here, Jones will make sev- 
eral personal appearances in Dallas 
stores as well as lead the down- 
town parade on the opening day 
of the State Fair. 





Jimmy Durante was compelled 
to cancel out his N. Y. Copa date 
next month due to pix and other 
commitments that will keep him 
on the Coast. Comic notified man- 


Y 7 agement to that effect this week 
ay « . , 
9 New York _ ( Ci but said he would play the date 
Future of Miami S$ opa ity possibly in late November or De- 
° cember. 
. To Be Threshed li Court Copa has since juggled its sched- 
; ule and will bring in Joe E. Lewis 
— Miami Beach, Aug. 9. and Kay Starr, songstress, to fill 
amet: Future of the fabulous Copa City the former Durante date starting 
| here remained in doubt after fur- Sept. 8. 
ther meetings of creditors and re- ee aren, 
iT] ceiver last week P 
- Bid to take over on a $12,500 Borge’s Toronto Encore 
te payment and assumption of debts Toronto, Aug. 9. 
di by a local realtor was nixed when Victor Borge, playing a repeat 
1. attorneys for a group of creditors gate at the Elmwood hotel within 
: moved for bankruptcy instead. the space of a couple of weeks, is 
= Unnamed group also was said tO pujling teriffie biz. Hotel room, 
sal, have offered to take over at a year- with a capacity of 700, has been 

















STILL MANAGED BY 


MARK J. LEDDY 














ly rental of $80,000. Hearings on 
the bid and the bankruptcy action 
will continue. but any possible re- 
opening of the spot in time for the 
big pre-season conventions became 
dim. with some observers pointing 
out that even takeover before 1950 


4 ied by the court 
— ee LIMA (0.) NITERY RAZED 
Murray Weinger, who built the Lima, O., Aug. 9. | W 
Norman Bel Geddes designed Fire of undetermined origin on HELD OVER FOR T O MONTHS 


place, is now in Massachusetts Me- 
morial Hospital (Boston), awaiting 
a second operation for a_ blood 
pressure condition. Before going 
north he said he may retire from 
cafe business. 


turning away customers nightly. 

Danish comic was rebooked into 
the Elmwood after playing a week 
at Jack Heller's Carousel] in Pitts- 
burgh, where he broke the spot’s 
opening night record. 


Aug. 4 destroyed the swank Ridge 
Supper Club with loss estimated 
by Walter Beer, owner, at $50,000. 
Firemen had only water enough to 
prevent the blaze from spreading to 
jadjacent farm buildings. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Riviera 

(FORT LEE, N. J.) 
Martha Raye, Harry Richman, 
Ben Yost’s Guardsmen (5), Donn 
Arden Girls (17), Walter Nye 
Orch (9), Catalino Rhumba Band 

(9): minimum $3.50, and $5. 
While the August heat is prov- 
ing a tough hurdle for most Broad- 
way niteries, Bill Miller’s Riviera 
at suburban Fort Lee, N. J., has an 
effective antidote for a skyrocket- 


ing mercury. For in Martha Raye 
and Harry Richman, who bowed 
here last Wednesday (3), this de- 
luxe roadhouse atop Jersey’s Pali- 
sades boasts a potent lure that 
should pay off in hefty covers in 


the duo’s four-week stand. 

Nostalgia is the keynote of the 
new layout. In making her intro, 
Miss Raye recalls that it’s her first 
Riviera stint since 1932. while 
Richman was part of the cafe's 
sock 1941 combo whose other mem- 
bers included Joe E. Lewis and 
Sophie’ Tucker. 

A comedienne whose style often 
borders on the blue, Miss Raye 
occasionally lapses into a_ too 
earthly idiom. However, her 
salty excursions might well be 
overlooked for the most part be- 
cause her overall deineanor 
emerges so patently frank and dis- 
arming. From her initial en- 
trance where she appears garbed 
in strapless gown, plume hat, er- 
mine stole and leading a brace of 
Afghan hounds, Miss Raye goes 
on to essay some seven tunes amid 
much mugging, ad libbing and gen- 
eral insouciance. 

In her 42 minutes on stage, Miss 
Raye works diligently and scores, 
among others, with her standard 
“Mr. Paganini,” a sexed up ver- 
sion of Gershwin’s “Summertime,” 
“Sunny Side of the Street,” and a 
risque calypso, ‘“Feets Too Big for 
the Bed.” The comedienne’s pro- 
ficiency is such that she doesn’t 
need to remark on her underarm 
shaving nor are her Minskyish ref- 
erences to other anatomical areas 
necessary. 

Once America’s No. 1 cafe song 
salesmen, Richman is still debon- 
air and in good voice despite the 
more apparent inroads of time. He 
handles “Your Broadway” and “I 
Can't Give You Anything But 

Love” as a warmup, then a few 
bars of “Old Gang of Mine” to 
pave the way for a medley of Jol- 
son’s “April Showers,” Brice’s 
“My Man,” Cantor's “If You Knew 


Susie” and Tucker’s “Some. of 
These Days.” It’s a strong. se- 

quence that registers neatly. 
Richman reprises his famed 


“Puttin’ on the Ritz’ and bows off 
with “Birth of the Blues.” Al- 
though the veteran warbler was 
announced as suffering from a 
cold on opening night, his piping 


gave little indication of his ail- 
ment. 

Ben Yost’s Guardsmen, vocal 
quintet who are packaged with 
Miss Raye, click with such har- 
monies as the standard “Stout 
Hearted Men” and “Ol Man 
River.” Dressed in smart military 
aitire, they're a crack crew of 


choristers. However, their impact 


is somewhat dulled by a return 
stint near the finale. For the 
show is already topheavy with 
singers and the Guardsmen’s re- 
appearance tends to accent the 
plethora of vocalisthenics. 
Sandwiched between the turns 
are several of Donn Arden’s pro- 


duction numbers. Dozen ponies 
and five showgirls are an eyefill- 
ing unit. Group’s dancing se- 
quences help bring about a change 
of pace, but an added terp act 
would give the entire session a 
better balance. Walter Nye’s 
crew cuts the show creditabls 
while Catalino’s Rhumbas __pro- 
vide competent Latino rhythms. 
Gilb. 


Roosevelt Grill. N. Y. 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 
Nat Brandwynne Orch. (12) with 


Virginia Allen, Cutun Rirwmba 
Orch. (4).; cover $1 weekdays; 
$1.50 weekends. 

One of the more. prominent 


bands on New York’s cafe circuit, 
Nat Brandwynne moved into the 
Roosevelt Grill last week replacing 
the Three Suns. His “society” style 
is well suited for the soft decor ol 
this air conditioned room. 
Brandwynne’s instrumentation 
leans heavily on the rhythm sec- 
tion with three violins supplement- 
ing the usual bass, drum and 
Jeader’s piano. Balance of the out- 
fit is made up of three reed and 
three brass. Result is a sweet and 
listenable music melange. 
Maintaining an intriguing beat 
on the better known pops, the 
combo occasionally essays a Noel 
Coward medley in addition to 
standards and a waltz here and 
there. Violins are an important 
smooihness 


factor in the band’s 


4 > ‘ Ae 


'and Brandwynne’s pianoing is also 


a decided asset. 

Virginia Allen @reditably vocals 
such tunes as “True to Yeu in My 
Fashion” and “There’s a Change in 
the Weather.’ While her voice 
leaves little to be desired, the 
brunette Miss Allen could achieve 
greater visual impact with a white 


dress instead of the black gown 
she wore when caught. 

Relief orch is Cutun and his 
rhumbas. Small crew adequately 
handles the Latino rhythms. Withal 
the Grill makes a pleasant diver- 
tissement for midtown cafegoers. 

Gilb. 


Piping Rock 
(SARATOGA SPRINGS, N. Y,) 
Hildegarde with Salvatore Gioe 

Orch. Sammy Watkins Orch; no 


cover or minimum 


Although the Saratoga Spa 
doesn't expect prosperity business 
thie year, it can be safely assumed 
that the Piping Rock will get its 
share with the engagement oOo 
Hildegarde. This spot and Riley’s 
are the only cafes that are going 


in for sizeable entertainment 
budgets The others apparently 
feel that the big-monied spender 


is an extinct species which will not 
return until a major economic up- 
turn hits the upper brackets. 
Hildegarde, in this spot for the 
first two weeks, shows appeal for 
the horsy set and captivates with 
the same charm and showmanship 
that has made her the all-time 
draw at the swank Persian Room 
of the Plaza hotel, N. Y. The 
Rock's audience is somewhat dif- 
ferent from the chi-chi spots in 
which the Milwaukee mamselle is 
accustomed to working, yet her 
brand of entertainment boffs with 
a high degree of potency. Her small 
talk and intime chansons generally 
hit their mark. Knack of charm- 
ing the ringsiders is evident. 
Chantoosey works under a tre- 
mendous handicap in this spot. The 
general run of her work is geared 


to intimeries and in this large-seat- | 


er some of the personal contact is 
inevitably lost. There are times 
when Hildegarde must make an 
uphill fight to get the far reaches 
of the room, but the net return 
after an hour’s stay is always grati- 
fying even from those far removed 
from front and centre. 

Hildegarde’s material measures 
up to usually high standards. 
There's always the accent on charm 
with copious doses of showmanship 
always evident. It’s a parlay that 
has made her a staple in the upper 
brackets of entertainers and one 
which, as far as entertainment val- 
ues are concerned, justifies the 
$11,500 weekly paycheck. 

Again the dressing given her act 
accentuates the songstress’ particu- 
lar talents. Her maestro of long- 
standing, Salvatore Gioe, has 
dressed up the musical backing 
superbly. The’ backgrounding 
paced by Gioe’s sapient  piano- 
pounding adds materially to Hilde- 
garde’s effectiveness. 

The Rock is probably one of the 
most expertly decorated rooms in 
the country. The shocking pink 
and chartreuse decor is exhilarat- 
ing without being flamboyant. The 
spot was re-done two years ago. 

Max Sellette, of the Latin Quar- 
ter, N. Y., is again at the helm of 
this room, with Nat Levin, Bob 
Mentzer and Frank Zolta, opera- 
tors of the Casablanca, Palm Beach, 
in charge of food and _ service. 
Eddie Elkort is listed as entertain- 
ment director. Under this setup, 
it’s been decided to lower tariffs 
from last season. Instead of the 
stiff a la carte tap, dinners start 
at $5. which, according to Saratoga 
standards, makes the Piping Rock 
a top entertainment buy for the 
area. Joe E. Lewis and Connee 
Boswell will round out the season 
starting Monday (15). Jose. 


Beaehwalk. Chi 
(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Eddy Howard’s Orch, Blair & 
Jean, Yost Ambassadors (4), Dor- 
othy Hild Dancers (10), Betty 


Gray Trio; $2 admission. 





Current show winds up the out- 
door season here, with 


entertain- 
ment moving indoors after Labor 
Day. Eddy Howard's orch, a local 
fave, handles showbacking and 


danceables with Howard's person- 
able emceeing and Dorothy Hild’s 


production numbers being well 
worth the price of admission. 
Youthful danceteam Blair & Jean 
and Yost Ambassadors’ operatic 
selections, rounds out the bill for 
varied approval. 

Orch tees off with lively “Rag- 


time Cowboy Joe” and sets things 
for “Old Fashioned Walk” produc- 
tion number. Yost carolers back 
gals’ terping with tunes from “Miss 


Liberty.” Costuming and routine 
continue to impress. 

Ambassadors score with selec- 
| tions from “Student Prince” and 
“Vagabond King.” Blair & Jean 
click with fresh, novel dance rou- 
tines. Fast opener to “I Love 
Louisa” and “Dancing in the Dark” 
showcase duo's versatility. 


Howard’s rendition of his dis- 
clicks, “My Last Goodby,” “If I 
Knew Then” and “Careless” hold 
aud’s rapt attention and_ rate 
kudos. Show’s finale a weird and 


fascinating production scene, ‘‘Bal- 
let le Mer,” has excellent light- 
ing and musical effects, with un- 
der-water illusion garnering hefty 
plaudits 

Betty Gray Trio 
relief assignment 


New Acts 


CRAIG, COLLINS & AMES 
Comedy, Songs 

25 Mins. 

Cirque Club, Seattle 

Fast-paced “comedy impres- 
sions” and song bits that spark 
make this male trio excellent floor 
show material, currently helping 
the town’s first night club, under 
the new liquor law, get off to a 
good start. The routine is varied, 
moves at fast tempo, makes the 
customers happy and is getting 
plenty of laughs so the bits are a 
“natural” for this type of attrac- 
tion. 

“Impressions” lampoon _ politco 
and theatre greais and near-greats 
in a way designed for fun and run 
true to the pattern. John L. Lewis, 
Pres. Truman, Churchill, Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Sinatra, Boyer, etc., 
are the impersonations, all excel- 
lently done. All three are equally 
clever and accent the comical man- 
nerisms and styles of the subjects. 
Collins paces the act nicely. Trio 
opens with a ridiculous “Sabre 
Dance” version. Hollywood is 
satirized with a nifty number show- 
| ing physique and facial build up 
|in making a star out of a new. ar- 
!rival. Designed for fun, there is 
plenty of it all of the 25 minutes 
with no lagging. Trep. 


is satisfactory 
in Greg. 








ANTHONY, ALLYN & HODGES 
Comedy acro-ballet 
9 Mins. 


Music Hall, N. Y. 
Anthony, Allyn & Hodges, two 
men and a gal, are a Classy acro- 


hoofing team with a comedy flair. 
Trio makes an initial impression as 
a highbrow ballet unit at the Music 
Hall but soon cuts away into a 
series of trip-ups, pratfalls and 
complex tangles of arms and legs. 


This is familiar stuff but this com- | 


bo executes it with firstrate timing 
and appealingly graceful form. 
Closing bit comprises some fast 
tossing of the gal between the two 
| guys. While preserving a comedy 
approach, trio socks across a 
series of precarious body twirls 
with the gal taking all the chances. 
They make a handsome grouping 
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Numerals in connection with bilis below indicate opening day of 
whether full or split week 

Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (1.) Loew; (M) mM 
(P) Paramount; (RK) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 


show 








NEW YORK CITY. Alan Carrier 
Capito! (L) 11 Pansy the Horse 
Tommy Tucker Ore CHICAGO 
Golden Gate 4 Chicago (P) 10 
Nancy Donovan Billy Eckstine 
Toy & Wing Henny Youngman 
Paul Winchell Penny Edwards 
Jerry Mahoney Maxellos 
m—manmon |. 
> i ,e0rge Jessel 
settina Dearborn Kitty Kallen 
Chas Lasky Gene Sheldon 
Glenn Burris Carl Sand Ore 
Allyn & Hodges ” CINCINNATI 
Piero Bros Albee (R) 11 
Clifford Guest Ben Yost Vikings 
Corps de Ballet Danwoods 
Rockettes F & S Barry 
Sym Ore Senator Murphy 
Palace (R) 11 Buck & Bubbles 
Fred Lowery Ross Wyse, Jr & 
| Briants Peggy Womack 
3 Rockets Rich & Gibson 
Sherwoods Kate Murtah 
Boris Patts & Mrs CLEVELAND 
Waterfall Palace (R) 11 
Texas Tommie & Peggy Lee 
Babydoll Louis Jordan 
(two to fill) Tympany 53 
Paramount (P) 19 Dave Barber 53 
Tex Beneke Orc Georgie Kave 
Vic Damone (one to fill 
Cy Reeves KANSAS CITY 
Rudy Cardenas Missouri (R) 11 
Roxy (t) 12 Berk & Hallow 
Sid Caesar Chords 
Evelyn Knight F & K Watson 
Pitchmen |B Hammond's Birds 
Carol Lynne | Mack, Russ & 
Arnold Shoda Owen 








VAUDEVILLE s,\: 





rug FOX THEATRE, St. Louis 
Every Week Starting Thurs., Aug. 18 
F&M STAGESHOWS Inc. 
raamrt DOC HOWE Nez 
Afftiliates:—Chicago, Seattie, Los An- 


geles, Atianta, Boston, Toronto, Phila- 
delphia, London, Paris, Buenos Aires. 

















Norman Young Wally Brown 
Audrey Dearen Dolinoff & Rava 
BALTIMORE Sis 
Hippodrome (!) 1) Pat Rooney. Sr 
M & L Ross MIAMI 
W Walters, Jr Olympia (P) 16 
Gillette & Jan August 
Richards Dick Todd 
Susan Miller Johnny Morgan 
Caudsmith Bros J & S Taylor 
Roy Benson T & R Rafferty 
Richard-Adairt PHILADELPHIA 
Dancers Carman (1) 11 
p State (I) 11-13 Laine & Crawford 
Valentine & Ruth 4 & M Havel 
Astor & Rennee Day Dreamers 
Reiss Bros (one to fill 
Delmars SYRACUSE 
, 14-17 Keith’s (R) 10 
Ed, Mack & Edwards Bros 
¥ Lorraine Yvonne Moray 
Stewart & Barbour Marvellos 
Danny Crystal Cook & Brown 
| Flauretta Co Steve Evans 
BOSTON Appletons 
Keith’s (R) 1] Ross & LaPierre 
A & C Fanton Gus Van 
Artie Dann WASHINGTON 
Herzogs Capitol (L) 11 


| 


that’s okay for niteries and vaude 
houses. Herm. 
BILL NORVAS & THE UP-) 


STARTS (5) 
‘Song and Dance 
10 Mins. 

Chicago Theatre, Chi. 

While still in the unwrapping 
process, group being only tormed 
this winter, youthful quintet gives 
every indication of being top 
drawer fare in all fields. 
by Bill Norvas, former arranger 
and special material writer, three 
lads and two gals, give out with 
‘beat tempo on original composi- 
tions. “Booted,” and “Some Folks 
Have It.” Along with the singing 
the five give out with some fancy 
winging. 

For a closer. the group gangs up 
the leader as he attempts to croon 
soulfully, “Night and Day,” while 
resisting playful mayhem. Zabe. 





Midwest Dates 











Chicago, Aug. 9. 
_ George Morris leaves the Wil- 
liam Morris Agency to return to 


New York, with Jean Smith re- 
placing... Jimmy Ames into Chase 
hotel, St. Louis, Aug. 26 Har- 


monicats do a week’s stint at Turin 
Inn, Sioux City, lowa, Aug. 12 
Crown Club reinstitutes show pol- 


icy with Jimmy Nelson, ventro, 
Aug. 12 Georgie Goebel set for 
the Radisson, Minneapolis, Aug. 
15.. Tropics. Battle Creek, brings 


in George Gilbert and Maureen 
Hughes, Aug. 10 Vine Gardens 
revue Sept. 9 has Doly Kay and 
Jerry Coe and Dick Lynn Ca- 
sino holds over Lola Ameche for 
new bill tonight (9) with Freddie 
Towns and Kay Windsor. 

David Branower, associated with 
Eddie Sligh agency, takes over 
management of Paul Gilbert, com- 
edian Patrice & Russell into 
‘Henry Grady hotel, Atlanta, Ga.. 


Aug. 11.. Carltons switching to 
the fair circuit for rest of the 
summer 


Sparked | 


Viola Layne 


Vanderbilt Boy: 
Moke & Poke ut biol 


Ade DuVal 


3 Arnauts Terry Lawler 
Kay Kenton Leon Fields 
Yvonne, Clavel & CANADA 
Farrar . EAST HAMPTON 
CAMDEN } Granada (1!) 8 
Towers (1) 12-14 | Joy & Anita 
Jordan & Parvis Curzon 3 
Minda Lang Ford & Lenner 
| Corri & Elsa 2 Berty Borrests 
BRITAIN 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (mM) 8 Game ane q 
R & M Lamar Bartlett & Dukes 
5 Smith Bros Deep River Boys 
Leon Cortez B & R Rema 
Val & Monts Jean Jack & Judy 
Leslie Sarony Olga Varona ; 
Count LeRoy Scott Sanders 
W Latona & Sirdani 
P< me Boros & Brook 
BLAcKPee: . Arthuc Worsley 
' 
Grand (1) 8 E he 
Donald Peers as oS } 
Billy Russell Vie Oliver 
Robert Lamouret @ June Manton | 
Norman Wisdom Maureen O'Dell 
Arnley & Day | Jeanette Hughes 
Pygram & Brandon Elizabeth Gray 
Zena Dell | Ernie Brooks } 
Albert Marland ~*~) Lionel Smith 
Opera House (1) g Les Rayner & 
Charlie Chester Co Betty 
Andrea Dancers Fred Lovelle 
Halama & Konarski | & S_ Davis 
France Clery Jack Stanford 
Casavecchia F Fvers & Dolorez 
Henry Lytton Grafton Sis & | 
Shiela Matthews Jacques 
Tiller Girls LEICESTER | 
Regency Singers Palace (S) 8 
Midsummer Lovlies Peter Lorre 
G & B Bernard J Holst & Milady 
Palace (1) 8 B Wrigitt & Marion 
Harry Lester Co Janet Brown 
Chris Sands Chas Ancaster 
Bijou & Carol Craig & Voyle 
B & M Konyot Dancettes 
P O'Farrell Co Valee | 
BRIGHTON LIVERPOOL 
Hippodrome (mM) 8 Empire (M) 8 
Kizma & Karen Johany Lawson 3 


Sam Costa 
Fiving Rubins 


Charlie Kunz 
Charles Hague 


Jon Pertwee Ben Yost Co 

D Philippe & Marta Jimmie Elliott 

W Keppel & Betts Max Wal 

David Poole Valmar 3 

on flarris Louise & Charles 

awalini’s Dogs 

Eddie Gordon pitediem as) 8 
BRISTOL Carl Brisson 

. Empire (S) 8 Frances Langford 

G H Elliott Jon Hall 

Gertie Gitana Cass Daly 

Ella Shields Ted Ray 

Lily Morris Chas Chase 

Randolph Sutton Doc Marcus 


Talbot O’Farrell 7 Ashtons 


Billy Danvers 2 Kemmys 

Wayne & Barbara 2 Laconas 
CHISWICK Balcombes | 

_ Empire (S) 8 MANCHESTER 

Frank Marlowe Hippodrome (Ss) 8 

Patricia Burke Webster Booth 


Harold Barnes 
Edric Connor 
DeBear & DuBarry 
Joe Church ’ 
El Granadas 

Rex & Bessie 


, Anne Ziegler | 
Harold Berens 

3 Rudells | 
| Albert Whelan 

' Bill Waddington 
Sid Plummer 





Juenger 


Payson Re Ore 


| Harlan Dixon 
| Harry 


| Morris Lloyd 


| Betty Reilly 


| “Skating Circus” 


Les Ritchie & 
Wendy 
Eddie Leroy 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome (i) 8 
Primo Scala Bd 


SA tee | 


| Ladd Lyon 


Billimeton 
| Iris Sadler 
Dorothy Grav Co 
Archie Elroy &.- 


Dorothy 








Collings & Brett Bayer’s Dogs 

Jimmy Lyons SHEPHERD 

B & I Cosmo Empire tee" 

Ringle Bros & John Boles 
Renee Bill Ker: 

Jimmy Robins Olgo 
NOTTINGHAM A & V Farrell 
Empire (M) &@ Hope & Ray 

Paige & Metro A J Powers 

Borrah Minevitch Doreen & Victor 

Harmonica’ Rascals Harvards 

Tony Walsh Marie DeVere 3 

ne 
Cabaret Bills 
NEW YORK CITY 
Bive Angel Leta moore 

Roger Price | Don Saxon 

Josephine Premice Art Waner O 

Stan Freeman B Harlow Ore 


Irene Williams 
Chittison 3 


Bop City 
C Ventura Ore 
Count Basie Ore 


Bunng Briggs 


Cafe Society 
Dorothy Donegan 
Coleman Hawkins 
Lewis & White 


Copacabana 
Romo Vincent 
Edwards & Diane 
Mindy Carson 
Ramona Lange 
Penny Carroll 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Jay Marshall 
W C Handy 
Jack Gansert 
Billy Banks 
Choral Sextet 
H Sandler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 
Ballet Line 

El Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Damtron & 

Chapuseaux 
Tina Ramirez 
Los Guaracheros 
Vizcaino Ore 
Havana-Madrid 
Bob & Larry Leslie 
Raquel & Rolando 
Trini Reyes 
Sacasas Ore 
Pancho Orc 


Le Coq Rouge 
Oscar Calvet Ore 
Jack Towne Ore 
| Leon & Eddie's 
| Eddie Davis 
Shirley Dietz 
Rita & Allen 
| Marilyn Joyce 
Johnny Crawford 
Tom. Dick & H 
Bella Smaro 
| Shepard Line 
| Art Waner Ore 
Macombo 
| Jerry Bergen 
Sandy Locke 
Jack Prince 
Leonne Hall 
Joanne Jordan 
Dave Rogers 
Gordon Andrews 
Johnny Nazzari 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Loulse Howard 
Downey & Fonville 
| Hazel Webster 
Jack Cassidy 

Old Knick 
Gene Barry 
Paul Killiam 
Cloris Leachman 
Bob McMenimen 
John Silver 
Gloria Manning 
Al Cooper Ore 
Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Carmen Montoya 
Mickey Freeman 
Joanne Florio 











EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
BOOKED 
THE MAXELLOS 
at the Chicago Theatre, Chi 


Weeks of Aug. 12 and 19 
RKO Bldg., Suite 902—JUdson 6-3345 














Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Orc 
Hotel Asfor 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Bill MeCune Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
Don Bestor Orc 
K Dufty Dners 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Lee Crane Orc 
Hotel Plaza 
Nicolas Matthey Or 


Hotel Roosevelt 
N Brandwynne Orc 
Hotei St Regis 

Laszlo & Pepito 

M Shaw Ore 
Hotel Statler 

Henry Busse Orc 
Hotel Taft 

Vincent Lopez Ore 

Iceland 
Danny Lewis 


Eddie Nelson 
Forrest 
Perry Mayo 


Line 


' Martha 


Joe LaPorte Ore 


| D’Aquila Ore 


Penthouse 
Eve Young 
Noble & King 
Kurt Maier 

Riviera 
Harry Richman 
Rave 
Yost Guardsmea 


| Catalino Ore 


Walter Nye Ore 
Savannah 


| Annabelle Hill 


Arleigh Petersoa 
Jimmy Lewis 
Manhattan Paul 


| The Blenders 


Shotsie Davis 
Andre & Dorthee 
Tini Benson 
Lucille Dixon Ore 
Versailles 
Romolo De Spirito 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Villiage Barn 
Scott 
Mary Ellen 4 
Abbey Albert Ore 
Village Vanguare 


Bob 


Jack Palmer Ore | Mary Lou Williams 
Latin Quarter (JC Heard 3 
Adeleine Neice | Waldorf-Astoria 
Billy Vine ' Freddy Martin Ore 
Albins Mischa Borr Ore 
CHICAGO 
Biackhawk | Betty Atkinsos 
Al Trace Ore Charles Hain 
Jackie Van | Wonder Wheelers 


Bob Vincent 
Chez Paree 
Jackie Miles | 


Adorables (10) 

Cee Davidson Ore 
Anita Martell 

Betty Bruce 

Lino Rhumba Ore 

Helsings 

Al Morgan 

Dick Gale 

Adrianne J.4raine 

Leon Miller 

Bully Chandler Orc 
Hotel Bismarck 

Betty Jane Watson 

Joe Isbell 

Jerry Austen 

Johnny Brewer O 

H Edgewater Beach 

Eddy Howard Ore 

Marianne Fedele 

Blair & Jean 

D Hild Dancers 

Yost Ambassadors 

Betty Gray 3 

= Hotel Stevens 


| Maria Neglia 
, Fosse & Niles 


Brinckmann Sis. 


| Skating Blydears 


Charles & Lucille 


| Jack Raftloer 
| Jerry 
|G & B Du Ray 


Mapes 


Gloria Bondy 
Buddy Rust 

Palmer House 
Sid Caesar 


Ved Straeter Ore 
Sherman Hotel 
Harry Hall 
Bill Snyder Ore 
“Salute to Rodgers 
& Hammerstem 
Honey a 
Ralph Sterlin 
Kenneth Mackenzie 
Dusty Worrall 


Vine Gardens 


| Lind Bros (3) 


Mickey Sharp 
Velma Sherry 


| Mel Cole Ore 
' Pancho Ore 





Berenice Kazounov, 
cert manager, has 


Antonio, Alec 


James Melton for 


N. Y. com 
set Rosario & 
Tempieton am 
State Fair au® 


Dallas, this season. 
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Wednesday, August 10, 1949 


VARIETY 





mount, N. Y. 
ap Bencke Orch. (18) with 


las, Buddy Yeager, 
Glen ont, Serenaders, Rudy Can- 
Cy 


Reeves, Vic Damone, 
derds, Sand” (Par), reviewed in 
a ob June 29, '49. 

erally satisfactory stage 

A ghich maintains a good enter- 
show ent pace throughout. Ilronic- 
tainm h. though Vie Damone, 





all walenty hot at the moment 
ee a series of click records, and 
oe Beneke are the stars of the 
ie t, it’s a juggler who runs off 
sae the top kudos. An applause 
par would clearly have showed | 
meter when caught. 


im standout, 

— Canderas is the guy. A 
young, slightly built _personality 
‘ho plugs hard from start to finish, 
bs works with a handful of shaved 
ree Indian clubs, three —— 
balls, a batch of sma 
re ones, and three top hats. 
And what he does with them, 
especially the three large spheres, 
js for laughs as well. It's a slick 
act of its type. On tor about 10 
minutes, Canderas got tremendous 
applause from a packed house. 

Damone, fresh from a run at Bill 
Miller’s Riviera, Fort Lee, N J., 
and running hot on the strength of 
his “You're Breaking My Heart 
disk, is also a solid turn, though on 
the basis of performance caught 
he could stand a bit of polish on 
handling of himself. A nice-look- 
ing guy in dinner jacket, he turns 
it on via “Again, then a rhythmic 
“Little Girl,’ “My Bolero,” an ex- 
cellent new melody, “Heart” and 
“Sorrento,” the last of which frac- 
tured the audience. In his work 
Damone imparts an impression of 
shyness, a sort of “‘little boy” de- 
meanor that’s distinctly in his 
favor. On the other hand, that re- 
ticence is carried to an extreme. 
If he could strike a happy medium, 
he'd have something. 

Tex Beneke’s crew, made up of 
nine brass, including two French 
horns, five sax, three rhythm, plus 
Beneke, is a good band. It plays 
cleanly and with enthusiasm and 
good rhythm. But, the pacing of 
its tunes here could be improved 
upon. Maestro recently has desired 
to get back into the Glenn Miller 
style. Yet, be doesn’t use it here. 
He opens with “Blues In the Night 
March,” a new RCA-Victor record- 
ing, then does “Lover's Gold,” with 
Glen Douglas, in a spot that, for 
example, “Kiss and a Rose,” a re- 
cent disk following the Miller bal- 
lad style could be used. Later, he 


does “Lavender Coffin.” also a 
disked arrangement, using the 
Moonlight Serenaders. It’s okay. 


Beneke sings, too, of course, in 
addition to the group and Douglas. 
He also uses Buddy Yeager, a trum- 
peter, for a comedy vocal of “I 





ay Be Wrong.” It’s neatly done, | 


but a finishing punch is lacking. 


y Reeves, comic, completes the | 
layout. A deadpan type of funster, | 


e garners belly-laughs with 
quickly driven squibs and every so 
often slips in a stronger one that 
80es for an explosive hit. None of 
his stuff is outstanding. but it does 


a job. His finish is a parody lyric | 


of “Ol’ Man River.” 
Biz big when caught. Wood. 


Chicago. Chi 
Chicago. Aug. 5. 


Dennis Dar ; ‘ 

S Day, Clark Bros. (2), 

one Robbins, Bill Norvas & Up.- 

Chas (5), Acromaniacs (3), 
arles Dant House Orch.; “Take 


One False Step” (U), 
‘ amore Coast celebs would build 
a Ss age around themselves such 

; va Day has, vaude théatre 
pry Ice would enjoy a sudden 
4 - Day opens the show, singing 
ate and Ever” and then brings 
who . Clark Bros., Negro tap team, 
stent old attention with rapid tap- 
tiene fancy splits to win nifty 


off tle Robbins, lush thrush, starts 
Go” “Y with Everywhere You 
“Again ~ 8alns momentum with 
deliver’ More fittmg to her husky 
fry. Follows with “I'm in a 
with Baby” which also sells 
ie he in sock duel 
solid returns S Cold Outside” for 
Bill Norvas 


and Upstarts ar 
resh looking Upstarts are a 


a hi froup of youngsters, 
ut oon the Kay Thompson side, 
ance offeri, in their song and 
ause Rees Which win hefty ap- 

“nl ed under New Acts. 
ized after ln; who have reorgan- 
ne memb ayoft due to injury to 
and Wirons’ re just as speedy 

akawa us as before. Three-high 

Barner aod and the fast tumbling 

hile “ reception. 

his routi ay Sets plenty yocks with 

legeg oe about Jack Benny's al- 

apings of eines, Sharp dialect 

Onna; and bile Gordon, Jerry Co- 

n 's a Mlarious satire of Ger- 

Stil] is gprdnns commander, it’s 

come to. Ene customers 
Nchanteq Ever egins with “Some 

With “CO 


Clancy Lowers the 


1ing” and rings the | 


Boom.” Follows with impreshes of 
Harry Lauder, Jean Sablon and 
Sophie Tucker for additional plau- 


dits and winds with “Ave Maria”. 


to rock the house. Solid all the 


way. 
Charles Dant conducts excel- 
lently, Zabe. 





RKO, Boston 
Boston, Aug. 6. 
Edwards Bros. (3), Yvonne Mo- 
ray, The Marvellos, Cook & Brown, 
Steve Evans, The Appletons, Frank 
Ross & Anita LaPierre, Gus Van: 
“Roughshod” (RKO). 


If the reaction of the first show 
audience at the preem of ‘Palace 
vaude’ is any indication, there is 
no doubt that the Hub welcomes 
the revival and will support it 
Literally hanging from the rafters 


the payees, well springled with 
oldsters, rewarded each act with 
plenty of mitt action and an en- 
thusiasm seldom seen here Lay- 


out was plenty fast with no‘letup 
down the line, acts apparently 
aware of the importance of this 
teeoff presentation and giving out 
with solid stints. 

Opening with the Edwards Bros., 
the lads got the bill off to a fast 
start with a solid sesh of acro and 
balancing in chairs on top of four 
bottles and atop a grand piano 
Yvonne Moray, billed as ‘Dyna- 
mite’ is Just that and her clowning, 
singing and wrestling with the 
mike registers solidly. The Euro 
pean importations, The Marvellos 
in third spot, although billed as a 
musical act, baffled the stub 
holders by making musical instru- 
ments appear and disappear into 
thin air. Cook & Brown, colored 
steppers, follow with a fast ses- 
sion of terpsing. 

Steve Evans, no stranger here, 
scores with his comedy impreshes, 
the drunk bit good for plenty of 
yocks. His new bit, impressions 
of an audience, could stand some 
tightening but was well received. 
The Appletons, two gals and a boy, 
in the sixth spot, have a _ fast 
Apache routine that is plenty 
knockabout and includes a knife- 
throwing bit. Sock climax has 
one of the girls belng thrown 
through a window. 

Billed as a “One Man Juke Box,” 
Frank Ross & Anita La Pierre, 
breeze through a comedy routine 
and throw in a few impressions of 
w.k. bandleaders for okay returns. 

Gus Van with his coiltection of 
old songs and gags, closes the bill 
solidly, winding with a pitch for 
the support of vaude and urging 
payees to write their Congressmen 
for repeal of wartime ticket tax. 
Added touch of bringing all the 
acts together for finale brought 
heavy response from audience. 

Biz terrif. plie. 





Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 4. 
George Jessel, Chocolateers (3), 
Kitty Kallen, Gene Sheldon _with 
Loretta Fisher, Carl Sand’s Orch.; 
“You're My Everything” (20th). 





Amidst the hub-bub, fanfare and 
ballyhoo connected with George 
Jessel’s farewell (but positively) 
appearance tour, a well-paced, 
highly entertaining layout emerges 
on the stage of the Oriental. Cur- 
rent layout, hypoed by Ann Bax- 
ter’s p.a. had payees queueing up a 
block long. Filmster clowns with 
Jessel and gives out with a “Holly- 
wood isn’t such a bad place after 
all” spiel that garners plaudits. 
Hour-long show adds up to click 
family stuff with Jessel’s emceeing 
and stories scoring heavily for 
yocks. 

After fast band salute to Jessel, 
he brings on the Chocolateers, who 
click with fast hoofing, knee slides 
begoff. 


and comic stuff for a ) 
Jessel’s knack of clowning with 
the acts and warming aud holds 


attention and keeps audience in 
high spirits. 
Kitty Kallen tees off with her 


disclick ‘Happy Talk,” then goes 
into a special, “Please Take Me 
Home This Moment,” and impres- 
sions of Ethel Merman, Lena 
Horne and Ella Logan singing “No 
Business Like Show Business.” She 
scores solidy. 

Gene Sheldon’s’ simple, easy 
comedy via banjo and “poor me” 
antics gathers plenty laughs. 
Loretta Fisher’s foiling sets things 
for Sheldon’s slapstick bits, which 
also reap good returns. 


Jessel is the dominant person- 
ality in the lineup and his solo 
stint. which winds the show, 


provides the belly-laughs, nostalgia 


and songs the seatholders have 
been waiting for. A Jolson im- 


presh on “California Here I Come.” 
“Kol Nidre,” “My Mother's Eyes’ 
and a Cantorish “If You Knew 
Suzie’—all delivered with plenty 
of schmaltz—is surefire stuff and 
has the rafters ringing. 

Carl Sand’s house orch_ back- 
grounds effectively. Greg. 
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Musie Hall, N. Y. 


, Sea Breeze,” with Peiro Bros. 
(2) Clifford Guest, Anthony, Allyn 


de ballet, Rockettes, Music Hall 
Symphony Orch. with Raymond 
Paige, guest conductor; produced 
by Leon Leonidoff; settings, Bruno 
Maine; choreography, Russell Mar- 
kert, Florence Rogge; “In. the 
Good Old Summertime” (Metro), 
reviewed in VARIETY, June 29, ’49. 


Counterbalancing the high fah- 
renheit suggested by the title of 
the current Music Hall pic, Leon 
Leonidoff is serving up a coolly 
garnished and trickily staged revue 
under the heading of “Sea Breeze,” 
integrated via its marine and sub- 
marine motif, this show is paced a 


trifle too slowly, but there are 
enough spectacular production 
trappings and technical wizardry 


to stun the patrons at this tourist 
mecca 

The trick staging, as frequently 
is the case in the Music Hall shows, 
cops top honors in this layout 
Virtually overshadowing the _ per- 
formers, the lighting crew has 
rigged up a series of oceanic ef- 
fects through the projection of 
film on a Zossamer screen. It’s an 
effective bit of steropticon to un- 
derscore the ballet numbers. 

Too much accent, however, is 
placed on the corps de ballet, re- 
sulting in a slow runoff. For the 
finale, there’s an over-lengthy bal- 
let piece that loses it grip despite 
the glittering garb, lavish under- 
water setting and the ornate 
choreography with Bettina Dear- 
born and Charles Laskey as the 
dancing stars. Midway, the Rock- 
ettes execute a snappy number 
with ‘their usual sock precision 
technique. 

Among the visiting acts, the 
south-of-the-border Peiro Bros. are 
standout with an unusual juggling 
routine. Teeing off with some in- 
tricate Indian club tossing, duo ex- 
ecute some astonishing stunts with 
some blackboard pointers, manip- 
ulating a stick in mid-air in de- 


fiance of the laws of gravity. Top 
trick in their repertory is their 
twirling of hats in the air by 


means of the pointers while en- 
gaging in some horseplay. They 
are a surefire item. 

Back in a return booking at the 
M.H., Clifford Guest, an Austra- 
lian ventriloquist, delivers a clever 
turn. Guest’s best results stem 
from his dummy’s recalcitrance 
towards being packed away in a 
traveling kit. Guest’s encore bit, 
in which he reproduces echoes and 
the far-off sound of a drill ground. 
is okay, but is much weaker than 
his puppet’s back talk. Comedy 
acro-ballet team of Anthony, Allyn 
& Hodges under New Acts. 

Following through the watery 
main background tor the revue, 


the glee club and choral ensemble | 


also deliver a brace of sea chanties 
in good style. Raymond Paige, 
guest conducting in place of vaca- 


tioning Alexander Smallens, brisk- | 


ly paces the symph orch through 


a stirring overture of Tschaikowsky | 


themes. Herm. 
Steel Pier, A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 3. 
Three Suns, Whitaker Bros., Star 
Spangled Dancers (16), Sam Lin- 
field & Co., Johnny O'Connell 
House Orch.; “The Fighting Fools” 
(Mono). 





Three Suns live up to the reputa- 


tion made via their disks 
and over the airwaves. Artie Dunn 
and Al and Morty Nevins with 


their accordion, organ and guitar 
combo, are solid with the vacation 
crowds which are packing this big 
hall 

“Twilight Time,” their radio 
theme song, and “Lover’s Gold” 
register best with the payees. Tops, 
too. is the “Alphabet Song” and 
other novelties, wherein bits of 
pop numbers are woven together 
to tell a story. Comedy repartee 
between Dunn and Morty Nevins 
gives offering an added fillip. 

Whitaker Bros. score in carbon- 
ings of Fred Allen, Jack Benny, 
Dennis Day, et al. 

and Co. (6), in 


Sam _ Linfield 
“Krazy Scouts” please grownups 
and voungsters alike with their 
comic. actrobatics. Dressed as 
scouts, the five men (two midgets) 
and a girl, offer a fast routine of 
slapstick and tumbling for nice re- 
turns. 

Star Spangled Dancers get over 
neatly, with minstrel number with 
strobolite effect getting top re- 
turns. Walk. 





Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Aug. 6. 
Peqagu Ryan & Ray McDonald, 
Jackie Green, Lee Orlando, Duke 


Dorell. June Edwards, Freddie 
Carlone House Orch.; “Sorrowful 
Jones” (Par). 


One of the better bills to have 
plaved this house in recent weeks, 
with reaction solid all the way. 

Teaming of Peggy Ryan and Ray 

;McDonald is a happy one. The 


& Hodges, choral ensemble, corps | 


/a smart assortment of vocals, terps 
|and clowning. Miss Ryan garners 
healthy laughs via her mugging 
and comedics, and in the terp slot 


|' with McDonald adds to overall im- 


McDonald’s’_ hoofing  top- 
Offed to solid applause. 
In the emcee slot and in own 

spot, Jackie Green socks. Person- 

able mimic-comedian is an ingrati- 
ating introer; then in own spot 
scores with impreshes, toppers 
being Cantor, Jolson and Durante. 

June Edwards is another clicker. 

Lass works her acro-terps while 

balancing on head, topping with 

the kerchief pick up for neat recep 
tion 

Comedy-violining of Duke Dorell 
goes over Works the range from 


pact. 
drawer. 


concert to broad stunts on the 
strings for full returns. Juggling 
work of Lee Orlando is okay. 
Freddie Carlone backgrounds in 
usual capable fashion Lary 
Apolle, N. Y¥. 

Andy Kirk Orch (12). Mills 
Bros. (5). Dunhills (3), Cortez & 
Jenee. Connie Carrell, “Pigmeat” 
Markham & Co “The Incident” 


(Mono) 


Mills Bros. lend sparkle to what 


otherwise would be only an aver- 
age bill for the Apollo. In closing 
niche, the veteran harmony group 
tackles some six numbers for solid 
response Besides the more con- 
temporary tunes, the boys shine 


with an instrumental interpreta- 
tion of “Basin St. Blues” and wow 
‘em with the classic “Paper Doll.” 

Following their brisk opening, 
Andy Kirk's band dresses up ‘Por- 
trait of Jenny” in concert style 
Lanky Jimmy Anderson croons the 
vocal in a dreamy fashion and 
wraps up his stint with another 
slow ballad. “Close Your Eyes.” 
With three rhythm, five reed and 
four brass, the orch also registers 
with the payees on several other 


pieces. 
Buxom Connie Carroll warbles 
an okay “It’s Cold Outside,” but 


tunes in the blues idiom are more 
in her forte. Essaying one of the 
latter, she gets across nicely. Cor- 
tez & Jenee are a boy-girl adagio 
team whose work is quite similar 
to the terping of Jack Cole’s 
troupe. Working in bare feet, pair 
contribs lifts and spins followed 
by somewhat suggestive gyrations. 
Gal is especially vigorous in mak- 
ing with the bumps and _ grinds. 
Duo, however, scores handily. 

~Dunhills, three ofays garbed in 
tuxes, have a potentially strong 
terp turn once the uneven edges 
are smoothed Stepping in uni- 
son, their precision routines are 
rather lustreless. Trio shifts into 
challenge stuff near the finale and 


wind with a smart acrobatic cli- 
max. “Pigmeat” Markham, per 
usual. elicits his always enthusi- 


astic reception in the house com- 
edy bit. Gilb. 
Palladium. London 
London, Aug. 2. 
Frances Langford, with Jon Hall; 
Carl Brisson, Ted Ray, Cass Daley, 


Chaz Chase, Doc Marcus, 7 Ash- 
‘tons, John & Eva Kemmu, 2 La- 
conas, The Balcombes (2), Woolf 


Phillip’s Skyrocket Orch. 

For the holiday attraction the 
Palladium lined up a good inter- 
national bill. 

Frances Langford on for 25 min- 
utes goes through her repertoire 
of songs for solid returns. She is 
joined by hubby—filmster Jon Hall 
for cov — crossfire. Songsters’ 
stint includes such pops as “Night 
and Day,” “Black Magic” and “I 
Don't Know Why I Love You Like 


I Do.” which she whams over for 
happy returns. 
Rival for top billing is Carl 


Brisson. who opens act with a med- 
ley of songs he introduced to Lon- 
don audiences many years ago. 
Reception given him left no doubt 
that he is still a big fave with Lon- 
doners who admire his talent, per- 
sonality and his vigorous songster- 
ing to win and hold the audience. 


real sock act. 


Another visitor from across the | 


pond is 


wha 


Hollywood's Cass Daley, 
who walked off te almost the top 
applause of the evening. High- 
spot of her rep is “Laundry Girl’s 
Lament.” This and her other num- 
bers coupled with her comedic in- 
terps made her an easy winner. 
Chaz Chase is another clicker who 
keeps ‘em amused via munching 
of lighted cigarets, matches, ete. 

Britain's own Ted Ray, now al- 
most a resident comedian at this 
house, and doubling from “Ice 
Vogues,” is in top form. 

Show is opened by the Laconas, 
who displays perfect team work on 
a double trapeze. Doc Marcus 
held over from previous bill, con- 
tinues to entertain with his magic. 
The Balcombes, opening second 
half of show, provide fun and 
thrills on a revolving ladder. John 


,and Eva Kemmy, also holdovers, 
continue their slick comedy acro- | 


batic act. Myro., 


| youngsters belt from walk-on, with | 


Palace, N. Y. 

Burns Twins & Evelyn, Grace 
Drysdale, Jack Anthony & Harry 
Rogers, The Fontaines (3), Cole- 
man Clark (3), Ben Rochelle & 
Jane Beebe, Timmy Rogers, Pros- 
kee’s Tigers, Don Albert house 
band; “Sand” (20th), reviewed in 
VARIETY, May 4, °49. 


Returned vaude policy at the 
Palace continues to click for happy 
returns. That it is far beyond the 
experimental stage was attested to 
by continuous long lines’ and 
standees at all performances open- 
ing day (4). While grosses have 
fluctuated, some better than others, 
the fact remains that every week 
has turned a neat profit. 

To consistently book standout 
layouts at this erstwhile American 
flagship of vaudeville is a tough 
road to hoe. Some bills have been 
better than others, but overall they 
have all been entertaining and a 
bargain buy at the 95c top 

Current layout is a 
package, speedily paced for gen- 
eral satisfactory results Burns 
Twins & Evelyn, two fellows and 
gal, set the tempo with fast neat 
tapstering to set things nicely for 
Grace Drysdale’s hand-puppetry, 
which registers both on novelty 
and performance. After manipulat- 
ing her dance team dolls on mini- 
ature stage, Miss Drysdale steps 
out for a dance number while 
manipulating the dolls. It gets nice 
sendoff. Anthony & Rogers, com- 
edy team, get over nicely in their 
Italian dialectics, crossfire and 
songs, Most of their material 
would be familiar to yesteryear 
vaude fans, but it strikes a re- 
sponsive note with this audience. 
The Fontaines, mixed trio, exude 
talent and class in their ballroom 
balancing, Coleman Clark, table 
tennis champ, flanked by an an- 
nouncer and another player, sus- 
tains novelty motif with trick shots 
and a playoff match. 

Rochelle & Beebe 
usual, with their 
with femme’s 
grabbing 


compact 


sock, as 
satires, 
posturing 
although ineor- 


are 
dance 
comedy 
laughs 


porating standard ballroomology 
twists to add to potency of their 
turn. Timmy Rogers, Negro 


funster, starts off slowly but gets 


‘em midway with his barbs and 
clowing and hoids them for neat 
returns. 

Proskee’s Tigers, circus act 
which has been alternating in 
vaude stands for years, is plenty 
standout on novelty and _ thrills. 
Capt. Proskee enters a cage of 


five tigers, torments and puts them 
through paces of posing and other 
stints with an ease as if they were 
kittens. Two attendants with 
drawn revolvers—provide suspense 
to turn. Punch is where trainer 
feeds his charges with hunks of 
beef and then takes if away from 
them. Of course, there’s an upris- 
ing but he manages to calm them 
to bewilderment of audience. A 
Edba. 





National, L’ville 


Louisville, Aug. 5 
é Toni Harper, LaBlanca & Garcia, 
Christine & Moll, Billy Bishop, Don 
Cummings, Manhattan Maids (6): 
Tiny Thomale Orch. (9): “Lovable 
Cheat” (FC) and “Hit Parade” 
(Rep), 





Toni Harper, 11-year old Negro 
moppet, w.k. through her disclicks, 
is bringing ’em in this week. 
backed by a solid lineup of sup- 
porting acts. Gal has a winsome 
personality and a well-modulated 
voice, which she uses to full ad- 
vantage in giving out with “Goldi- 
locks and Three Bears.” “Lady Be 
Good,” “Candy Store Blues,” and 
ae dignified, reverent piping of 
aes Low, Sweet Chariot.” Solid 

at. 

Supporting turns are all ofay, 
with Don Cummings warming up 
the customers. He does satires on 
the other turns, and spoofs the 
patrons with a fast line of chatter, 
etc., all registering for laughs. In 
own spot, garners howls with his 
zany rope twirling. 

LaBlanca & Garcia go 
authenic Spanish dances. Pair are 
graceful, and male does some 
warbling whilst femme partner ex- 
hibits some contortions and heel 
clicking which lends color to the 
turn. 

Billy Bishop tees off with some 
standard magic tricks, relying on 
an apologetic line of chatter to get 


in for 


laughs. Brings couple of lads from 
the audience to assist in a rope 
trick, which builds to a big finish. 
Guy has himself tied with the 


rope, and while his nanas are cov- 
ered, he removed rope and in split 
seconds, shows that his hands are 
again tied. Had the audience 
mystified, as well as the volunteers, 
and built to a sock finish. 
Excelling in heel and toe stuff, 
Christine and Moll. tmported 
French dancing turn, are a swell 
act. Guy has a gift for snapping 
his fingers to simuiace taps, ang 
(Continued on page 61) 
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Ruth Gordon Cracks Westport Record 
With $11,100; Other Strawhat Notes 


Westport. Conn., Aug. 9 

Ruth Gordon in “A Month in the 
Country” broke all records of 
Westport’s Country Playhouse last 
week grossing $11.100 Two 
bullish matinees made the differ- 
ence between the house record of 
$ 10.800 established earlier by 
“Pretty Penny 

in past seasons, seventh week of 
Westport season has been a buga- 
boo as it marked ending of first 
six-week subscription period 
Martha Knill, treasurer, reports 
70° re-subscripiion for final six 
weeks, best since theatre opened in 
1931 

Lawrence 


Langner, who owns 
Westport plant with his wife, 
Armina Marshall, is now ponder- 
ing additional two weeks in Sep- 
tember Langner also” reports 
first substantial operating profit in 
theatre’s history thanks to an addi- 
tional 250 provided when 
building was remodeled this year 
Limited capacity had usually found 
theatre breaking even, often losing 
despite steady patronage. The 
Langners profited only by using 
playhouse as a showcase. 


seats 


Chatterton OK, But Loews’ Nixed 


Olney. Md., Aug. 9. 

It was a dull week for Ruth 
Chatterton in “Lovers and Friends” 
at Olney theatre. This brisk straw- 
hatter, which is definitely well in 
the black for the first half of the 
season, suddenly found itself af- 
fected by the general vacation 
slump, with a bare $7,000 in the 
till. At that. take was so slow only 
in comparison with highs of recent 
weeks, and counted up to about 
65°- of possible capacity. 

Cricks rapped the dated vehicle, 
but kudoed Miss Chatterton and 
gave rave notices to support of 
Margaret Bannerman, recruited at 
llth hour. Also brought into spot- 
light this week was work of June 
Darton. who played Broadway past 
season in “Ivy Green.” Miss Day- 
ton, took over resident ingenue 
chores at Olney when Mary Mac- 
Arthur lett to go into rehearsal for 
“Good Housekeeping.” 

Basil Rathbone in “The Heiress,” 
supported by Erin O’Brien Moore 
is current and very big. 

Hasso-'Love’ $6,700 
Chicago, Aug. 9. 

Chevy Chase summer theatre did 
capacity last week with Signe Hasso 
and John Newland in ‘‘Love From 
A Stranger.” #Despite lack of an 
advance sale, house sold out every 
night except Tues., with 50 extra 
chairs installed Wed. (3) to carry 
the overload. Gross was estimated 
$6.700 for six performances. 

Mady Christians opened 
(9' in “The Vinegar Tree.” 

Bucks County Playhouse 
New Hope, Pa., Aug. 9. 

Bucks County Playhouse, one of 
most consistent stands on. the 
strawhat circuit, bounced back to 
normal SRO last week with cooler 
breezes and Walter Slezak in ‘“La- 
burnum Grove.” Other than few 
empty seats on first two nights, 
J. B. Priestley play went clean, 
with standees, including matinees. 

Advance for John Corradine and 
Margaret Phillips in “The Heiress.” 
current week. was exceptionaliv 
strong Supporting are Oliver 
Thorndike, Ruth White, Sara See- 
gar, Margaret Mullen and Nancy 
Franklin Bills for remainder of 
season include “Three Men On a 
Horse.”” Aug. 15; Viola Roache in 
“The Swan.” Aug. 22: lan Keith 
in “The Winslow Boy,” Aug. 29: 
Fva LeGallienne in “The Corn Is 
Green,” Sept. 5, and Ann Harding 
in “Yes, My Darling Daughter,” 
Sept. 12. 


Tues. 





Dantine-Atwater $6.500 
Washington, Aug. 9 

Helmut Dantine and Edith At- 

water. in “‘No Time for Comedy.” 

racked up a satisfactory $6,500 tor 

six performances at Meridian Hil! 

theatre last week. Rain washed 


out one night, and threat of rain 
hurt on several other nights. Both 


stars rated praise for their work, 
and added to rep and prestige of 
this new venture. 

“On the Town,” with the origi- 
nal Bernstein score, and many of 


the original Broadway cast. in- 
cluding terper Beverlee Bozeman 
and comedienne Jane Dulo, who 


succeeded Nancy Walker in the 


lead, is current. 





Conn. Theatre Colony Does OK 
Clinton, Conn., Aug. 9. 
The Connecticut Theatre Colony, 
Jocal strawhat with a no-name 
troupe, has shown gradual biz im- 
rovement, in its first season, with 
 dicationa that the initial term 


will end up with an even break 
financially. Spot is operated by 
Charles and Harriet Quigley, said 
to have the backing of friends in 
Hollywood 

Current is fortnight run of 
“Death Takes a Holiday,” the ex- 
tra stanza being a bit unusual 
hereabouts. 


‘Show Bus’ for Chapel 
Guilford, Conn., Aug. 9 
Patterned after the New Haven 
Road “Show Train.” the Chapel 
Plavhouse here offered a “Show 
Bus’ with enough success to war- 
rant spreading the idea to several 
communities. Nearby towns are 
alloted various nights when show 
and bus tickets may be used in 
coniunction with each other 
Idea is being carried out current- 
ly with Helmut Dantine in “No 
Time For Comedy.” 


Terrell Circus Keeps It Up 


Lambertville, °N. J.. Aug. 9. 
St. John Terrell’s Music Circus 


continues to amaze Shubert Aliey 
expatriates yhereabouts with = its 
continued turnaway trade Last 
week /‘'The Vagabond King.” with 


Wilbur Evans and Susanna Foste1 
co-starring, turned them = away 
Even two nights of downpours 
failed. to dent crowds. 

Johnny Call was featured, in 
cast. including Earl James, Jack 
Emden, Anne McCaffrey, Audrey 
Guard and Phyllis Wilcox. Thomas 
Cannon was featured dance}! 
Charles Evans did sets “Bitter 
Sweet.” opening tonight (9), has 
large advance to date. 

Terrell, in effort to shear his 
overhead, laid off 10 technical as- 
sistants including production man- 
ager Morty Halpern, who has been 
replaced by George Chartes, for- 
merly stage manager. Front-ot- 
the house change has Cornelius 
P. Cotter as assistant to Terrell, 
replacing James Hopkinson. 

Fletcher-Equity Wrangling 
Toronto, Aug. 9 

Rebuked by Equity for proposing 
to guest-star with the Peterbor- 
ough summer theatre group, Bram- 
well Fletcher has been restrained 
by the union from appearing in 
three announced Peterborough 
plays. “Rebecca,” ‘Angel Street” 
and “John Loves Mary.” For the 
first-named, Fletcher was replaced 
on opening night by John Primm. 
The two English producers of the 
Peterbyrough venture, Michael 
Sadlier and Graham Ferguson, will 
lodge an official protest with 
Equity. 

Fletcher claims that he was un- 
ables to communicate with Clar- 
ence Derwent and went ahead with 
rehearsals. He was then informed 
by Equity that he must not appear 
with the non-Equity group and 
that this was in contravention to 
the Equity franchise granted the 
Red Barn Plavers, playing nearby. 
Sadlier stated that Fletcher was 
on holiday during the actor's pro- 
posed appearances, but Equity re- 
mained obdurate Meanwhile, 
Fletcher is now assisting in direc- 
tion of the Peterborough group, 
pending decision of Equity on the 
Sadlier-Ferguson official protest 

Crandell Theatre a Casualty 

Chatham, N. Y.. Aug. 9. 

The first strawhat casualty of 
the season in the capital district 
the first in several years. as a mat- 
ter of tact—is the Crandell thea- 
tre in Chatham. which discontinued 
stage performances after Sunday's 
(7) finale of “George Washington 
Slept Here,” starring Ernest Truex 
and Svlivia Field. House returned 
to a film policy today (9). ‘Lovers 
and Friends” with Ruth Chatter- 
ton. had been scheduled for this 
week 

Owner C. Davton LaPointe said 
stage presentations would be re- 
sumed next year, with Broadway 
and Hollywood names. The Cran- 
dell switched to summer stock the 
last week in June, Dean Goodman. 
of the National Repertory Theatre. 
being the producer. 


A. C. Playhouse Still in Trouble 
Atlantic City. Aug. 9 

“Arsenic and Old Lace.” with 
Bela Lugosi! billed to reopen Stee] 
Pier’s Plavhouse after it had heen 
closed a week. was suddenly called 
off vesterday (8). Robert S. Court- 
ney, who has a five-year lease on 
the Plavhouse, declared that ccer- 
tain obstacles, including transpor- 
tation of scenery from New York 
had made it impossible to reopen 
as scheduled. He said he hopes to 
reopen soon. 

Cast for the plav, meanwhile 
had arrived at the resort only to 
find that the play would not go on 
Courtney had inserted advertise- 
ments in the morning news, apers 


announcing reopening of the play- 


house. 

Besides scenery troubles, Court- 
ney continues to have’ trouble 
financing the Playhouse. Edwin 
Wyle, general manager, is no 
longer tonnected with the outfit. 

Incidentally, last week's refer- 
ence to Terry Clemes and Harvey 
Mitchell as members of the Drama- 
teurs. local little theatre outfit, was 
inaccurate. Both Equity members. 
they have been members of the 
Playhouse’s Stock Company 


Dallas Operettas Doing Big 
Dallas, Aug. 9 

Charles Meeker. casino manager 
of the Starlight operetta season 
here, has won support of business 
leaders in getting block ticket sales 
for all performances’ for certain 
slow days, thus assuring a fair au- 
dience for each show and also get- 
ting an otherwise’ uninterested 
group and making them devotees 
of the open-air light operas. Result 
has been good biz this year. 

The local outdoor incidentally. 
has been bringing thousands of 
visitors to Dallas for weekends. 

Newsmen in ‘Front Page’ 
Minneapolis, Aug. 9 

Sheriff Ed. Rvan ot Hennepin 
county again will play the role of 
his prototype, and local newspaper 
people, including John K. Sher- 
man, Star drama editor, and Bob 
Murphy, Tribune film editor, will 
once more act as members of the 
press when the Old Log, straw 
hatter, offers “The Front Page” 
for the second successive season 

The offering, similarly cast, did 
the biggest business in Old Log 
history and was held over for a 
second week last summer 

In addition to Sherman and 
Murphy, the ‘Front Page” actors 
will include George Guise, Tribune 
news editor; Brad Morison. Tribune 
editorial writer; columnists Will 
Jones and Brenda Ueland, and Star 
and Tribune staff members George 
Rice, Ed Schaefer, Charles Me- 
Fadden, Helen Dreher, Joe Seeger. 
Bernadine Rowe and Margaret 
Foley. 

Old Log regulars in the cast will 
be Don Stolz, director: Guy Arbury, 
Warner Lahtinen, Ken Senn, Kells 
Flint and John Salisbury 

Strawhat Tryouts 

Jack Bostick’s “Companion 
Piece” will be tried out at the 
Plainfield, N. J.. summer theatre 
first week in September. 

Tryouts on the summer circuit 
this week include “Spring 1865” 
at Lake George (N. Y.) Playhouse: 
“Once More Peer Gynt.” Maverick 
theatre, Woodstock. N. Y.: “Out of 
the Dust,” Westport (Conn.) Coun- 
ty playhouse; “Mary Lou and the 
Beasts,” Bryn Mawr (Pa.) college 
theatre; “Western Winds,” Dennis 
‘Mass.) playhouse; “Mr. Arcularis,” 
Provincetown (Mass.) playhouse: 
“Spring Breaks Through,” Lake- 
wood theatre, Skowhegan, Me.: 
“The Night and the Star.” St. 
Michaels College _ Playhouse, 
Winosski Park, Vt. 

Added Strawhats 

The following summer theatres 
not previously listed will operate 
this season. Equity-franchised 
spots are designated (E) and non- 
Equity (N), plus the name of the 
operator. This brings the total 
number of strawhats to 249 so far 

CANADA 

Lake Ontario: Shelton 

Players; Hall Shelton (F£). 
CONNECTICUT 

Putnam: Lakeside; Robert W. 

Stringer (E). 
ILLINOIS 


Lake Zurich: Playhouse: 
Itkin. 





Amos 


Bella 


MAINE 
Old Orchard: Beach summer 
theatre; Franklin Tresk (E). 
MASSACHUSETTS 


Hyannis: Cape Cod __ theatre: 
Franklin Trask (F). 
Nantasket: Actor's Theatre: 


Jeanne Tufts (N). 
MICHIGAN 
Grosse Ile: Summer 
New York Actors Guild 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Pike: No Name Theatre. 
NEW JERSEY 
Orange: summer theatre (F 
Plainfield: Summit  Plavhouse 


theatre: 


(E). 
Pompton Lakes: 
Peter Xantho (FE) 
Princeton: University 
Murray Brown theatre 
NEW YORK 
Bayshore: Playhouse: J. Gordon 
Kitchton, Leslie McCloud (F) 
Lake George: Playhouse: Irving 
Strouse. 


Playhouse; 


Players: 


N). 


OHIO 

Granville: Denison 
theatre; William Brasmer. 

Madison: Rabbit Run theatre. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Cannonsburg: Little Lake thea- 

tre; Will Disney. 
VERMONT 
Dorset: Playhouse. 


Summer 


side Stuf—Legit 


Long speculation in the trade as to status of unpublished manuscripts 
left by the late Vincent Youmans was partially set at rest last week 
when A. L. Berman, executor of the composers estate, informed Pat 
Ballard that the possibility of incorporating some of Youmans’ dusty 
tunes in his modern G. I. version of Shakespeare’s “Two Gentlemen of 
Verona” was remote, due to the unsatisfactory commercial condition 
of the manuscripts. Berman told Ballard that some day it was hoped 
the tunes could be put in shape. Plan was to have lyricist Mort Dixon, 
an old friend of Youmans’, do the new lyrices. John Golden is reading 
Ballard’s script, titled “Be Mine, Beloved!”, which the author is now 
offering as a straight comedy Robert Keith, of “Mr. Roberts,” also 
is mulling the play as a possibility when his long-termer winds up. 


“Touch and Go,” the revue being produced by 
understood to have its genesis in “Lend an Eai the Charles Gaynor 
sketch musical at the Broadhurst, N. \ During the Boston tryout last 
fall of “Jennie Kissed Me,” authoress Jean Kerr attended virtually 
every performance of “Ear,” which was also playing a tuneup engage- 
ment there. At that time she expressed a desire to write a revue and 
wanted to meet Gaynor. 

Back in Washington, after the Broadway flop of “Jennie,” Mrs. Kerr 
reportedly persuaded her husband, Walter Kerr, to author a revue, 
with Jay Gorney writing the music. The result, titled “Thank You, 
Just Looking,’ was tried out last spring at Catholic Univ., where 
George Abbott saw it and acquired the Broadway rights, subsequently 
giving it the present “Touch and Go” tag. 


Creorge 


Abbott, is 


A ‘hope that “many more such productions” will be taken to Germany 
for the entertainment of U. S. occupation troops was expressed in a 
letter from Lt. Gen. John K. Cannon, commanding officer of the Army 
Air Forces in Germany, to Blevins Davis, producer of the recent “Ham- 
let’ that toured Germany. “Over and above” the enthusiastic recep- 
tion given by the service audience, ‘and very important indeed, is the 
effect on the German civil population,” the officer wrote. “The Ger- 
mans begin to understand that America is not devoted solely to better 
plumbing and more chewing gum, but that it also has artistic vitality 
and creativeness. We Americans have been all too reticent about our 
own cultural accomplishments, bowing before those of the European 
continent.” 

The plot of Arthur Miller’s “Death of a Salesman” is understood to 
parallel the life of a Brooklyn family known to the playwright. Counter- 
parts for the two sons in the,play can be found in the Brooklyn houses 
hold, where one of the boys played football for a local high school and, 
when last heard from, was off somewhere picking citrus fruits for a 
living. The life of the other son, it’s reported, is similar to that of the 
younger boy in the play. He is understood to have become a successful 
garment manufacturer. Completing the analogy, the head of the Brook- 
lvn household, like the central figure in Miller’s drama, committed 
suicide. 

Fact that Jack Warner, Jr.. son of the Warner Bros. vicepresident 
in charge of production, is an investor in “Lend an Ear,” reportedly 
does not involve any studio interest in the revue as potential screen 
material. Explanation is that young Warner is a cousin of Franklin 
Gilbert, co-producer of the show. 


Lambs Think They're 
Athletes; How It All 
Comes Out in the Wash! 


By NAT KAHN 

There’s hardly a Lambs Clubber 
these days without a sore arm, leg 
kinks or the ailments of once-a- 
year athletes. The story lies in 
that the New York Lambs held 
their annual Wash Sunday (7) at 
Home, East 


Pitt Opera Assn. 
In Civic Trouble 


On Theatre Site 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 9. 
Civic Light Opera Assn. here is 
running into a peck of trouble on 
the site for its $1,000,000 
amphitheatre for 1950. City, which 


the Percy Williams 
Islip, L. I. 


Baseball. golf, foot races for fat 


own 


will supply $500,000, other half 
men, races for lean men, horseshoe ; . Fa oa 
nave coming from Edgar Kaufmann 
pitching—all these, and more ‘ : 
: f Foundation, picked a location In 
were the order of the day in one ; ick 
Highland Park district which 


of the most successful events of 


necessitated condemnation of some 
private property “In community $s 
Over 300 members and guests best interests.” 
showed up, and there was hardly Not only did W. G. King, the 
anybody who didn't snare a prize. owner, raise the roof and take the 
And. as usual, there were prizes matter to court but protests were 
for even the most sedentary ath-. signed by thousands of other res- 
letes. Tariff for members was $5; idents in neighborhood of proposed 
guests, $7.50. bowl. Mayor Lawrence charged 
Following the athletic events that real issue has been obscured 
came a buffet dinner. after which by political considerations and 
the Lambs presented a show for Puts most of the blame for the 
the Williams Home’s guests. There 


its kind. 


fuss at door of his enemies at Cily 


are now 20 guests of the home, all Hall. ” 
retired performers. Meantime, court has ordere 
Collies for the city to stop preliminary surveys 


event were 
Mickey Alpert. Myron P. Kirk, Joe 
Laurie, Jr., and Ken Kling. Among 
others prominently identified with 
arrangements were S. Jay Kauf- 
man and Lep Soloman, with Eddie 
Weber, as usual, in charge of the 
music 


The Lambs will hold their “Dry- 
ing” tomorrow night at their New 
York Clubhouse, at which a buffet 
dinner and the Wash prizes will be 
awarded. 


for at least couple of weeks while 
project is gone into more thorough- 
ly on the legal aspects. Papers 
have been full of letters from 
citizens taking sides, and majorily 
seem to be siding with the proper- 
ty-holders. General feeling locally 
is that if final ruling does tavor 
city, and amphitheatre does go up 
in Highland Park neighborhood, 
al fresco venture will have a couple 
of strikes against it as a result of 
not only the opposition but also 

\ private airconditioned Long the public support it has enlisted. 
Island Railroad train transported For past four years, summer 
the Washers Since the athletic operettas have been presented at 
events were featured by a race to Pitt stadium but sponsors want 
the bar—at which everyone was their own spot because lt will en- 
first—there is a strong suspicion able them to have a longer season 
that some Lambs are still missing. and likewise permit them to lick 
the weather by placing seats unde! 


. ies s : . ace rain. 

Show of the Month Club, with a 4 Collapsible top in casé % early 
membership of 2,500, is now fig- Stadium must be vacalec ponte 
ured to be in the black .°. .Walter ©very year to prepare it fou 


Fried, co-producer of “Death of a_ ball. 
Salesinan” with K#mit Bloomgar- —- seer? 4 
den, will also be associated with The Center Players, Dallas. ns 
Lars Norgenson in the presenta- do Children’s Hour.” “Post ae 
tion of “Breach of Marriage.” and “Stage Door” in 1949-50. 
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Hamlet’ Audiences Warmed to Them, A Al 


But Not Elsmore Weather, Sez Breen 


Anyone who's acted at Elsinore + — 


should never again complain of 
the cold. After the chilly, wind 
swept courtyard of Kronborg 
Castle, supposedly the locale of 
the Hamlet story, even the coldest 
theatre and rehearsals halls should 


seem comfortable. 

That is the reaction of Robert 
Breen, who had the title part in 
the American production of “Ham- 
Jet” that recently played a guest 
engagement at the historic Danish 
site. Although the visit took place 
in June, the actors rehearsed in 
long underwear, sweaters, topcoats, 
mufflers, gloves and, in some cases, 
earmuffs, he says. Even for the 
actual performances, longies and 
sweaters were necessary under the 
heavy costumes. 

“No such makeshift was enough 
for Clarence Derwent. however,” 
according to Breen. ‘Under his 
voluminous Polonius robes, Clar- 
ence wore all his street clothes- 
complete with vest and pearl stick- 
pin—ready to become the presi- 
dent of Equity again at the pull 
of a zipper. What's more, he was 
just as severe about makeup—dur- 
ing the entire trip, he used only a 
single sheet of kleenex. 

“The cold in the Kronborg court- 
yard, just off the narrow sound be- 
tween Denmark and Sweden, was 
almost unbearable. Early in the 
opening performance I noticed 
smoke issuing from Walter Abel's 
nose and mouth. For an instant it 
occurred to me that our King 
Claudius must have sneaked a puff 
on a cigaret. But then I realized 
we all had frosty breaths. 

“Aline MacMahon, who played 
the queen, and Ruth Ford, Ophelia, 
had maids posted offstage ready to 
throw blankets over their shivering 
shoulders ‘as they made exits. The 

(Continued on page 58) 


ATPAM Considers 
TV-Band-Concert 
Drive as Job Aid 


_ Organizational drive in the tele- 
vision, band and concert fields mav 
be undertaken by the Assn. of 
Theatrical Press Agents & Mana- 
gers. The union affiliation § of 
Managers in those fields is_ inci- 
dental, and employment of ATAM 
members there is negligible. It’s 
hoped to remedy the situation, 
Mainly by education and negotia- 
tion, so as to alleviate unemploy- 
ment in the union. 

_ Thus far, the only active steps 
in that direction have been in the 
field of television, where ATPAM 
has tried to arrange for the em- 
Ployment of its members as house 
Managers of legit theatres taken 
over by video companies for use as 
Studios. Confabs have been held 
with NBC, but no agreement has 
been reached as yet. 

Meanwhile, ATMA _ secretary- 
treasurer Milton Weintraub is dis- 
Cussing organizing drives on a na- 
tional scale in the course of his 
Visits with the union's chapters in 
Various cities. During his confabs 
with the Los Angeles local, for in- 
stance, the question of .employment 
of ATPAM members as managers 


of local legit outfits was con- 
sidered. 


MARGO JONES NEEDS 
TWO MORE FOR DALLAS 


—s Jones still needs two 
schedule 7 plays to complete the 
in a for the forthcoming sea- 
he als er Theatre ‘49 in Dallas. 
Or rene, ust. select two classics 
wp 'eVival, with one likely to be 

meo and Juliet.” Director- 





m - 
swiggs has optioned three new 
the ~ te Production. She'll pick 


S during her eurrent st 
nN : eurrent stay 
Day ew York, ending about Labor 


toben® Dallas Season, opening in Oc- 
of whic ill run 30 weeks, the first 24 


: wil] ities : 
Six repertory, be stock and the final 





Excuse It, Please 


Westport, Conn., Aug. 9 

Edmon Ryan and Scott Mc- 
Kay, appearing at the Country 
playhouse here last week in 
support of Ruth Gordon in “A 
Month in the Country.” were 
both asked to take over the 
male lead in “Goodbye, My 
Fancy” for the tour, starting 
this fall. The bids were in the 
form of almost identical let- 
ters, each implying that the 
actor was the only one sought 
for the assignment. Both let- 


ters were from legit agent 
Toni Ward, of the William 


Morris office. 

Ryan and McKay posted the 
letters side-by-side on the 
backstage bulletin board. with 
a pencilled comment, ‘Notice 
to apprentices: How hollow is 
fame.” 


Todd Sets Up New 
Partnership Deal 


Michael Todd will hereafter pro- 
duce his shows on a partnership- 
basis, but with himself getting solo 
billing as producer. His partner, 
who will raise the money and have 
charge of financial matters, will be 
William L. Richardson, an attorney- 
financial advisor who was one of 
the principal backers of Todd's 
production of “As the Girls Go.” 
The partnership corporation is in 
process of formation. 

The new setup will be used in 
the presentation of the proposed 
“Michael Todd's Two-a-Day” 
vaudeville show, tentatively slated 
to open early in September at the 








| Winter Garden, N. Y. In that case 
' little fund-raising will be involved. 


as the presentation is expected to 
require little production expense. 
However, Todd’s production of 
“My Darlin’ Aida,” based on the 
Verdi opera, is likely to be a major 
financial venture. 

Al Strelsin and his brother-in- 
law, Morris Fromkin, who were 
large investors in “As the Girls 
Go,’ probably won't participate 
financially in ‘““‘Two-a-Day” or “My 
Darlin’ Aida.” 





Registers ‘‘Two-a-Day” 
Mike Todd, who is planning a 
revival of two-a-day vaude with 
top names at the Winter Garden, 
N. Y., in September, may carry 

(Continued on page 58) 


‘Goodbye’ 2d Troupe 
For B’way Dropped 
As Original Tours 


Management of “Goodbye, My 
Fancy” has dropped its tentative 
idea of forming a second company 
of the Fay Kanin comedy to con- 
tinue on Broadway when the cur- 
rent production goes on the road 
this fall. Members of the cast at 
the Fulton, N. Y., have been noti- 
fied that the show will end its run 
Sept. 17, and have been asked to 
continue for the tour, starting Sept. 
19 in Boston. 

Madeleine Carroll, vacationing 
in Europe, will resume her original 
starring role for the tour. Ruth 
Hussey, who is subbing in the in- 
terim, had been figured to continue 
in the part as star of a replacement 
company on Broadway, if the play 
did substantial business #his sum- 
mer. However, grosses have been 
disappointing, so there’s no longer 
prospect of the comedy extending 
its New York stay beyond Sept. 17. 

Also, City Playhouses, Inc., has 
leased the Fulton to Kermit Bloom- 
garden for his and Gilbert Miller's 
production of “Montserrat,” open- 
ing in October after a Philadelphia 
tryout. ‘“Faney” is presented by 
Aldrich & Myers, in association 
with Michael Kanin. 























PARTY BIL E 


Group patronage from _ out-of- 
town, particularly from organiza- 
tions holding conventions in New 
York, will be sought next season 
by Broadway managements. How- 
ever, only half-houses or less will 
be booked, so as to avoid the possi- 
bility of having a specialized and 
unreceptive audience, which is re- 
garded as one of the drawbacks of 
single-group audiences. 

Program, discussed at the last 
meeting of the Committee of The- 
atrical Producers, would probably 
involve the employment of an 
agent to handle such bookings for 
all members of the organization, 
on a cooperative basis. Idea would 
be to contact all organizations with 
conventions and meetings sched- 
uled for New York, and to take 
orders for seats to legit shows. 
Such bookings have been solicited 
by a few managements in the past, | 
but on a sporadic and limited basis. 

Limit of $15 per day expenses 
for production personnel on out-of- 
town tryouts of Broadway shows 
was also adopted at the CTP ses- 
sion. This is in line with the 
group's basic policy of reducing 
production and operating costs. It 
was again agreed by CTP members 
that all house seats, including those 
held by management, performers 
and theatre owners, should be 
stamped accordingly. Step is aimed 
to help prevent house seats from 
getting into the hands of brokers. 

CTP now has its own offices 
with Elien Siegel as fulltime secre- 
tary. She's the daughter of Max 
Siegel, company manager’ of 
“Streetcar Named Desire.” 


State Dept. Wants 
Bway Advice On 
German Theatre 


Washington, Aug. 9. 

The State Department is seeking 
established Broadway actors, 
directors and technicians to serve 
as ‘visiting experts’ for the reor-.| 
ganization of the legit theatre in 
the U. S. zone of Germany. The 
project is being carried out by the | 
theatre and cultural affairs divi- 
sion of the office of military gov- 
ernment. 

Thus far, the only one known to 
have been invited is Nat Karson, 
New York producer-designer, who 
created the phvsical production 
and lighting for the American com- 
pany that played “Hamlet” at Elsi- 
nore and for the occupation troops 
in Germany. He may alternate be- 
tween trips to Germany and lin- 
ing up other “experts” from the 
Broadway stage. 

Besides trying to put over the 
idea of democratic philosophy 
among German legiters, the Amer- 
ican reps will be expected to work 
out a system of standardized tech- 
nical facilities for the German the- 
atre, to simplify the touring setup. 
As it is. backstage equipment and 
electrical systems vary widely in 
different areas and even in ad- 
jacent towns, which involves end- 
less complications for traveling 
productiens. 

That, plus the problem of ob- 
taining qualified American tech- 
nicians and enough suitable plays, 
were the principal subjects dis- 
cussed at recent meetings of the In- 
ternational Theatre Institute, a 
branch of UNESCO, in Zurich and 
Paris. Karson and Rosamond Gil- 
der were the U. S. representatives 
at the confabs. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“Death of a Salesman” ‘road)— 
Kermit Bloomgarden. 

“Good Housekeeping” (straw- 
hat)—-Theatre Guild. j 





YEN GROUP TOURIST PATRONAGE 





Agencies Profit 

Although ticket brokers have 
thus tar been the chief ones on 
the hot spot in the theatre 
ticket probe in New York, they 
are also figured to be profiting 
from it. Explanation is that 
with payments of “ice” to box- 
office men wiped out for the 
time being, the agencies are 
saved a major item of expense. 
So while they're not getting 
fancy prices for top-demand 
seats, they're actually netting 
more than under ordinary con- 
ditions 

Even so, the brokers are 
unanimously against the probe 
They are convinced that noth- 
ing can change the basic ticket 
distribution setup and that the 
payment of “ice” is an inevit- 
able evil And while they're 
temporarily profiting by the 
situation, they figure that the 
present probe can have only 
harmful effect on them in the 
long run. Even the ones who 
retain their licenses will be 
subject to publie ill-will. 


% Brokers 


To Lose Licenses 


John M. Murtagh, New York City 
commissioner of investigation, now 
estimates that about 35. ticket 
brokers will lose their licenses be- 
fore his sealping probe is com- 
| pleted. Last May, shortly after the 
investigation started, the commis- 
sioner predicted that perhaps 10 
agencies would be disenfranchised. 
Nineteen have already been put 
out of business and action is pend- 
ing against about a dozen more. 

If, as Murtagh predicts, 35 
brokers go under, about 30 will 
remain in operation. So far, only 

‘Continued on page 58) 








Managers’ League 
Mulls Own Bureau 
For Theatre Parties 


League of N. Y. Theatres is con- 
sidering setting up its own theatre 
party bureau. Such a service, sug- 
gested by several managements, 
would be available to all League 
members on a cooperative basis. 
No decision on the matter is ex- 
pected before fall, however. 

Idea is that a League bureau 
would be able to eliminate some 
of the drawbacks of the present 
theatre party setup, as handled by 
independent agents. For instance, 
parties could be limited in size 
(that is, half-houses or less), resale 
prices of tickets could be = con- 
trolled and unsold tickets could be 
kept out of the hands of scalpers. 

Under present conditions, indi- 
vidual party agents, among whom 
there is keen competition, have not 
been able to handle the situation. 
The Assn. of Theatre Benefit agents 
has a code of ethics designed to 
meet some of the complaints, but 
it is a voluntary organization and 
cannot enforce its rules. 

Even if the League sets up its 
own party bureau, members will be 
free to deal with independent party 
agents. Anv League rule or agree- 
ment to the contrary might involve 
monopoly or restraint of trade. 
However, it’s figured most manage- 
ments would use the League’s facil- 
ities, over which they would have 
greater supervision. 

Theatre party booking is admit- 
tedly a specialized business, in 
which the established agents have 
experience and valuable contacts. 
However. it’s figured that the Lea- 
gue could hire a qualified person 
to handle its party bureau, possibly 
getting one of the agents to take 
the assignment. 


ITHOIIT Bway Theatreowners Can Police 
¢ Own Treasurers Under Licensing 
Setup of Houses, Murtagh Figures 


——— 


Even if legislation is not enacted 
to license legit boxoffice men, New 
York City commissioner of inves- 
tigation John M. Murtagh now be- 
lieves it will be possible to force 
theatreowners to police the. treas- 
urers of their own houses. ‘The 
fact that the theatres themselves 
are licensed gives the city power to 
carry out such a policy, the com- 
missioner figures. 

During the course of his sealp- 
ing probe, Murtagh has stated that 
he thinks all evils of the ticket dis- 
tribution setup “originate in the 
boxoffice.” At his suggestion the 
city administration is drafting leg 
islation to license b.o. men, by 
means of which it’s hoped to regu- 
late the distribution of tickets to 
brokers and wipe out the age-old 
payment of “ice.” 

The commissioner is confident 
such legislation can be pushed 
through at Albany, despite the in- 
dicated opposition of the boxoffice 
men’s union and possible other 
groups. However, he thinks that 
even without such a law, the pres- 
ent theatre licensing system gives 
the city sufficient power to handle 


, the situation. 


As he sees it, the commissioner 
of licenses, Edward T. McCaffery, 
could require theatres to supply 
complete records of all ticket dis- 
tribution. If necessary, in case 
there were suspicion a b.o. man 
was taking “ice,” it might require 
the theatre to produce the treas- 
urer’s personal accounts. Since 
b.o. men are employed by the thea- 
tre, Murtagh thinks such steps 
would be effective. 


Although he did not carry out 
his threat, Murtagh’s gesture some 
weeks ago toward revoking the li- 
cense of the Majestic theatre, 
where ‘South Pacific’’ is playing, 
is an example of the city’s power. 
In that case, the principal victims 
of revocation would have been the 
show and its management and com- 
pany, rather than the theatre man- 


‘agement and the treasurer. 


However, Murtagh believes that 
if the city ordered all theatre man- 
agements to submit complete 
ticket distribution records regu- 
larly as of a certain date, the onus 
of possible revocation would be on 
the show and house managements, 
rather than the city. Thus, he 
thinks the city would be able to 
deal with the situation, even un- 
der existing conditions. 

Murtagh has apparently about 
given up the idea of having the 
producers take over control of 
tickets from the theatre owners. 
The Committee of Theatrical Pro- 


| ducers and, to some extent, other 


managements, enthusiastically en- 
dorsed the suggestion when it was 
first made, but have done nothing 
to carry it out and, in some cases, 
have more recently expressed mis- 
givings about the idea. 


‘BRIG’ HEADING EAST 
AFTER NORTHWEST 


San Francisco, Aug. 9. 

“Brigadoon,” just closed at the 
Curran here, will head back east 
after several weeks in the north- 
west. It may wind up its tour with 
a pop-price return date next spring 
at City Center, N. Y. The Kurt 
Weill-Alan Jay Lerner musicai is 
still drawing hefty grosses here, 
but must close in order to fill other 
bookings. 

In addition to a three-week re- 
peat run in Chicago, opening Oct. 
3, the show will play several re- 
turn dates. on its trek eastward. 
However, producer Chery! Craw- 
ford reportedly figures there's still 
ample unplayed territory, and is 
tentatively planning to send the 
musical out again in the fall of 
1950 to play split-week towns. With 
its no-name cast, the production 





‘can tour on a relatively modest 


operating budget. 
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Westport, Conn., Aug. 8. | 
Theatre Guild (Armina Marshall, asso- 


production of drama by 





ciate producer) 3 
lynn Riggs. Directed by Mary Hunter; 
setiings and lightipg, Robert Edmond 
Jones Featuring Helen Craig. 
Pee... cas cedae en vee eee Helen Craig 
ere eet rs Hugh Reilly 
DE. i; pas sha0s teeneawncen Billy Redfield 
Bud ‘ Robert Foster 
Olid Man Grant Edwin Jerome 
King Zarry Kroeger 
Snake Everett Gammon 
Luke ; Crahan Denton 
Shorty Carleton Carpenter 
Rose Joan Lorring 
Lynn Riggs is in a somber mooa 
in “Out of Dust.” It hasn’t much 
for the commercial theatre. 


Three sons of a tyrannical father 
plot his death as they move across 
the western prairies in the 1880's 
Fach has a passionate motive, for 
the old man has ensnared the wife 
of one, financially ignored another 
and denied even his favorite any 
parental feeling. 

An ambitious outsider goads the 
trio into ambushing the old ranger 
and helps them carry out their in- 
tentions—to little avail. For broth- 
er turns against brother until the 
youngest rides off to Federal au- 
ihorities to eonfess their crime 


This is pretty heavy. theatre- 
going, with only occasional re- 
minders that Riggs can enchant- 


ingly recapture the prairie tongue 
of the period. Robert Edmond 
Jones. in a series of prairie views 


that are quite breathtaking, pro- 
vides the evening with its best 


flavor and emphasizes that even In 
a country theatre’s simple paint- 
shop he is one of the theatres 
keen craftsmen. 

Helen Craig’s assignment as the 
wife is not an overly attractive one 
but she gives it expert projection. 
Barry Kroeger is also highly et- 
fective as the shifty outsider, and 
Joan Lorring is nicely spunky as 
the traditional prairie ingenue well 
remembered from Belasco’s west- 
ern sorties. Though she has gal- 
loped 75 miles across the sunbaked 
plains to catch-up with her man, 
she is as fresh as a daisy as she 
trots out on the Westport stage 
all is Billy 


Most successful of 
-edfield, grown up to dramatic 
stature as the favorite son who 


tries to make up for his misdeeds 
He plays with spirit and convic- 
tion. and gives true depth to Riggs 
most satisfactory characterization. 


Doul. 


(ount Your Blessings 
Abingdon, Va., Aug. 3. 


Barter Theatre production of comedy 
in three acts (five scenes) by Carl Allens- 


worth. Staged by Margaret Perry; set- 
tings, J. D. Fitz-Hugh; lighting. d.. & 
Hodgin. At Barter theatre, Abingdon, 
Va. 

Annie Kudelka..........-. Joan DeWeese 
L.60 GrabOWGEh.. icc sisces Syl Lamont 
Emma Diefendorf.... Carolyn Gary 


"Elizabeth Wilson 
Herbert Nelson 
Charlotte Nolan 


Bessie Diefendort 
Fred Diefendorf Lose 
Diefendorf (Sis).. 





Nancy 
Jimmie Diefendorf......... +» Pat Hare 
Kitty Diefendorf...... Nancy Watts 
John Gates Mac Shaw 
Elmer Price.......++.:: Walt Whitcover 
Newton Gates ae Laurence Hugo 
George Caldwell...... Frederic Warriner 
Hattie Edwards..........- Edna Dooley 
DEY, DUNE 6.6 6566 veers . Jamie Heron 
Homer rg crag Mell Turner 
Telephone Lineman.....Ernest Borgnine 
Andy Bowen : ‘ John Garner 
This turns up as_ promising 


playwriting, although’ missing the 
bigtime. As potential for Broad- 
way it will depend on further 
character development and_ top- 
flight casting. 

Nostalgic comedy of 1912 has a 
light imaginative quality that car- 
ries the play along in its spirit of 
yesteryear America, when the 
woman suffrage movement was In 
full swing. ‘Blessings’ is basic- 
ally a character play. The thread 
that ties it together is the story of 
Fred Diefendorf, a paint salesman 
who buys a small Ohio farm. He 
decides to settle down there but 
has to have all the modern con- 
veniences. The play is chiefly 
concerned with the difficulties and 
near-disasters he encounters In 
getting running water. 

Author Carl Allensworth starts 
off with a homey family scene but 
his central character soon plunges 
into the humorous consequences 
of his mania for trying new things. 
There are times when the acting 
seems to lack inspiration, but for 
the most part the cast maintains 
its nostalgic flavor. 


As staged by Margaret Perry, 
the scenes move along. easily, 
sometimes almost wistfully. Show 


is paced neatly by Herbert Nelson, 
as the fanatic Fred. Elizabeth Wil- 
son does neatly as his wife, partic- 
ularly in her rebellion against the 
“glory train” of progress, and 
Charlotte Nolan wins some laughs 
as the bobbysoxer of 1912. 
Single setting of the combina- 
tion dining-sitting room of the 
Diefendorf farmhouse shows J. D. 
Fitz-Hugh’s ingenuity in stage fur- 
nishings. jy atayy feuth, 


Brookfield Centre, Aug. 6. 


Nutmeg Playhouse production of farce 
in three acts (five scenes) by Margaret 
Hill and Ted Ritter. Stars Robert Allen; 
features June Morgan, Hank Clark, Paul 
A. Lilly, Maurice Fitzgerald and Kate 
Byron. Staged by Leon Michel; setting, 
Richard Hughes Opened at Nutmeg 


Playhouse. Brookfield Centre, Conn., Aug. 
*49 


Katie Ellen Humboldt June Morgan 
Marian Pearson Ann sorg 
Joshua E. Pearson (Father). Robert Allen 


Joshua E. Pearson GI. E Hank Clark 


Joshua E. Pearson (Grandpa 

Maurice Fitzgerald 
Emily Pearson (Mothet Kate Byron 
“Honest Ed” Hurley Paul A. Lilly 
Elmer Toddwinter Richard Hughes 
Howard Hurley Bill Rowe 
Mrs. Poltis Elizabeth Brew 
Mrs. Gurney Lucille Fenton 
Cousin Lorene Betty Morrissey 
Mr. Hope Richard Martin 


“Lock, Stock and Barrel” should 
keep the authors in cigaret money 
for the next few years with royal- 
ties from little theatre groups, etc. 
It’s that kind of small town farce— 


funny but not funny enough for 
Broadway ; 
Built as a vehicle for two mop- 


pets (a boy and a girl), it deals with 
a teen-age David Harum and a dis- 
taff Boss Tweed (aged 12) who is 
managing his campaign for student 
mayor at their school at the same 
time that his stuffed-shirt father is 
trying to get elected to the city 
council. Through stupidity by city 
officials on his father’s ticket, the 
kid buys the city firehouse for 
$11.37 at a tax sale, instead of the 


fruit stand next door. The rest of 
the play is concerned with = un- 
tangling the mess so the _ kid's 


father and the mayor won't lose the 
election 

A typical rural Connecticut 
strawhat audience was amused but 
not agog the night this play was 
caught. The best jobs were done 
by 12-year-old June Morgan, as the 
juvenile political boss; Maurice 
Fifzgerald as the grandfather, and 
Kate Byron, who, as the mother, 
gave the piece its only semblance 
of restraint. Vine. 


Play Abroad 


Roundabout 
London, Aug. 5 











Bernard Delfont production of new mu 
sical in two acts. Directed by Austin Mel- 
ford Sook by Austin Melford and Ken 
Attiwill: lyrics, Frank Eyton and Ken 
Attiwill; ballets. Beatrice Appleyard; mu- 
sic, Edward Horan: dance numbers by 
Philip and Betty Buchel At the Saville 
London, Aug. 4, ’49. 
re re Marilyn Hightower 
Angelina .... Pat Kirkwood 
Billy Warren Bobby Howes 
Philip Burton ; Vic Marlowe 
Customs Officer........ Kenneth Henry 


Marie Sellar 

... Jerry Desmonde 
..Gabrielle Brune 
Bernard Delfont’s new musical, 
“Roundabout.” recently tried out 
on the road and completely rewrit- 


Judy Blythe 
Monty Blythe 
Molly Blythe 


ten before this presentation, has 
the flimsiest of improbable plots, 
and lacks tuneful numbers and 


bright comedy needed to carry it 
along. Mixed reception on London 
preem emphasized need for drastic 
revision, and possibly new 
numbers. 

Story concerns a pair of divor- 
cees who are accidentally brought 
together to share the same fiat 
when the ex-husband’s fiancee is 
visiting London. This allows for 
near-farce construction in which 
the ex-wife hides in chests and cup- 
boards before the final reconcilia- 
tion. 

With one exception the tunes are 
average. This is “A Little Bit of 
Leve” which is sung by Pat Kirk- 
wood, and has vivacity. Staging is 
colorful and elegantly dressed, but 
in the main the script by Austin 
Melford and Ken Attiwill does not 
match the production. 

Undisputed highspot of show is 
the magnificent dancing of Marilyn 
Hightower, an American redhead. 
who performed with unusual skill 
and won the biggest hand. Bobby 
Howes and Miss Kirkwood, the two 
stars, are handicapped by the ma- 
terial, rarely being given an oppor- 
tunity to display their skill. Myro. 


U. of Wash.’s Hefty Sked 
Seattle, Aug. 9. 

Not only do local legit theatres 

flourish in the Pacific Northwest. 


song 





but the region also has its own 
touring legit show. The U. of 
Washington’s touring theatre. 


which has pioneered in the road- 
show line, taking legit to cities and 
towns throughout the Pacific 
Northwest, already has _ bookings 
set until next February for its 
third season, and more requests 
than can be filled are coming in, 
according to Betty Dimitt, man- 
ager of the troupe. 

The coming 1949-1950 season 
will be the third for the U’s troupe, 
which will do three different plays, 


events in the fall of 1948, nothing 
from November to March, 1949, 
then several legits, followed by 
another hiatus until~the pop con- 
certs opened July 12. Coming are: 
Aug. 28, U. S. Army Ground Forces 
Band; Mae West’s “Diamond Lil.” 
Aug. 30-31; rodeo, Sept. 16-25 
(arena), Which departs here for 
Madison Square Garden; “Briga- 
doon,” Sept. 25-26; “Oklahoma!,” 
Oct. 28-29; Minneapolis Symph 
children’s concert Nov. 3; Civic 
Opera’s “The Great Waltz.” Nov 
17-19; Dec. 26-28, “Finian’s Rain- 
bow.” 

Pencil-dates for 
year include Ballet 
Roberts,” ‘‘Aida” (local), “Student 
Prince,” “Silver Whistle,” “‘Merry 
Widow” and “Blossom Time.” 


Dullzell Asked To 


Explain Plan For 
Equity Dues Hike 


Proposed increase in Actors Eq- 
uity dues from the present $18 to 


balance of the 
Theatre, “Mr. 





$24 per year is being considered 
by the union’s council. Paul Dull- 
zell, the union’s treasurer, who 


recommended the boost, has been 
asked by the council to give expli- 
cit reasons for such a move. He 
previously suggested it in his an- 
nual report to the membership, on 
the ground that increased union 
expenses necessitate it. 

It’s expected that among the rea- 
sons Dullzell will cite are the 
fact that Equity will undertake 
sizable expénditures as its share 
in organizing television, that the 
various new services the union pro- 


vides for its members have in- 
volved extra costs, and that the 
treasury should not be depleted 
in case of a strike or inter-union 
strife. 

Although the council is aware 
of the added drain on the union's 
income, it’s felt that with wide- 


spread unemployment and shrink- 
ing actor salaries, a dues increase 
now would be untimely. If a boost 
is absolutely essential, council 
members will accept it, but they 
prefer to try to get along on the 
present rate, possibly even opera- 
ing at a small deficit and, for the 
time being, using some of the 
union’s huge cash surplus. 

Since the collapse of the pro- 
posed merger with other performer 
unions, nothing further has been 
heard of the suggestion that Equity 
should adopt a graduated dues 
structure based on individual earn- 
ings. That system, similar to the 
setup in the American Federation 
of Radio Artists and Screen Actors 
Guild, would substantially raise the 
dues of high-income players. 


| Michael Todd 


Los CONtinued from page 57 === 
the idea a step farther and make 
a film built around the variety 
shows. If the producer gets to it, 
pic. will be released by United 
Artists. Indication of Todd’s plan 
is seen in his registration with the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
last week of the label, “Two-a- 
Day.” Not being a subscriber to 
the service, the registration was 
put in for him by UA. 

Todd's idea is to film the picture 
in New York using some of the 
names he'd have in his vaude 
revival and possibly shooting part 




















of it in the Winter Garden. Fic- 
tionalized story would be built 
around vaude. Todd had some 


previous experience in the picture 
field during a session as a producer 
on the Universal lot. He got into 
a battle with studio heads, how- 
ever, after a long period of script 
preparation, and never made his 
film, “Up In Central Park,” which 
ney completed by others on the 
ot. 

The legit producer does not hold 
priority, under MPAA rules, on 
the “Two-A-Day” tag for a pic. In 
primary position is Jack Goldberg’s 
Herald Pictures, which registered 
it Nov. 5, 1947. In line after Gold- 
berg are Stanley Kramer's Screen 
Plays, Inc. (Dee. 2, 1948) and 
Walter Batchellor’s Manhattan 
Productions (July 15, 1949). Todd 
can lay claim to the title, however, 
if he goes ahead with filming, while 
the others give no evidence of 


_actual production work. , 


| dressing rooms in the castle were 
‘ice-cold, and there was only one 
tiny electric heater at which we 
-all thawed out our hands between 
scenes. 

Dressed as for Football 

“Audiences were dressed as if 
for a late-season football game in 
Minnesota—with overcoats, hats, 
mufflers, mittens and _ blankets. 
There was even a blanket conces- 
sion on the premises. 

“The wind off the sea was so 
strong that anyone wearing a cape, 
heavy robe or dress, practically 
had to be anchored down. Hair 
had to be lacquered and covered 
with a net, and wigs securely spirit- 
gummed. Banners used as masking 
pieces were nailed on frames to 
keep them from flapping and rip- 
ping—and then the standards hold- 
ing the banners had to be rein- 
forced so they wouldn’t snap. 
rehearse onstage 


“We couldn't 
during the day, because tourists 
swarmed the castle then.. Every 


night of rehearsal was rained out. 


Our only complete run-through on- 
stage was the night before the 
opening. But the weather was 


beautiful (except for the cold) for 
all but one performance. That 
night it started pouring during in- 
termission. The audience stayed 
in place and the last act started 
with Walter gulping the Claudius 
soliloquy, ‘Is there not rain enough 
in the sweet heavens, etc.’ 

“Although the management an- 
nounced that the performance was 
cancelled, the audience refused to 
leave and demanded we continue. 
So, rather than ruin our costumes, 
we resumed in various versions of 
street clothes. But no changing for 
Clarence. He kept on his Polonius 
suit to protect his Equity president 
costume. 

A Union Delegate 

“During rehearsals a_ strange 
man appeared on the scene. He fol- 
lowed me about, nodding, smiling, 
bowing, tipping his hat and placing 
a chair for me whenever he 
thought I might want to sit. I 
nodded and smiled back and tried 


to thank him in pidgin-English, but ’ 


it was all pretty mysterious. Later, 
! learned he was the president and 
business agent of the Danish Ex- 
tras Union, Elsinore local. I wished 
some people on Broadway might 
have seen him. 


“The castle guards fascinated 
us. The captain was our favorite. 
His name was ‘O’—just ‘O.’ He 


would regale us with imitations of 
all the Hamlets in the ‘Kronborg 
festivals for the last 13 years. Be- 
sides being an acting performance, 
it was quite a linguistic feat. ‘O’ 
swears he saw the ghost of Ham- 
let’s father stalking the courtyard 
in 1945, and he believes the 
spectre helped in the Allied victory 
that freed Denmark from the Nazis. 

“When we crossed the triple 
thoat to enter the castle for re- 
hearsals, we sometimes had to take 
stones and pound on the huge gate- | 
doors leading to the courtyard to 
attract attention. There is anoth- 
er, smaller door, but ‘O’ invariably 
Started the machinery and the 
great gates crunched and ground 
open. He would top all this by} 
bellowing, ‘Your Majesty! Your 
Royal Highness!’ 

A Relic Key 

““O” gave us what he said was 
a key to the castle—a large heavy 
rusty chunk of iron. We thought 
little of it, but several days later, 
when a taxi took me around to the 
seaward wall, where no guard was 
posted to admit me, I took the key 
from my topcoat pocket and was 
amazed when the old lock clanked 
and the gates squeaked open. 

“Most of the company, including 
Clarence, followed local custom 
by riding bicycles. Clarence ap- 
parently got a wild bronco model, 
for it continually threw him. Ev- 
erytime a taxi horn tooted, Clar- 
ence took a header. We expected 
him to be all done up in splints 
before we left Denmark. But pres- 
ently he mastered the ‘beast’ and 
reduced his number of tunibles to 
an average of two on his daily 
Marienlyst hotel-Kronborg castle 
run. 

“Never were actors so ‘well be- 
stowed.’ Our quarters at the hotel 
had balconies overlooking the 
sound facing Sweden—over which 
the sun rose at 2 am. We were 
royally entertained. There were 
parties, drinking and speech mak- 
Ing, Morning, noon and very late 
into the night. 

One party started at midnight 
with a formal dinner—everyone in 
full dress with medals and ribbons. 
There was much akvivit, wine and 
i beer, At 3 a.m., .another , snack 


, Was served and at 6 
| was brought 
| smorgasbord 

| that we started on scotch and bour- 


bom 


tively have set mid-Se! 





a.m. breakfas 
Breakfast who 
beer. After 


in. 
and 


“Every morning, after 


coff 
Walter held his head and g we 


roaned 
in a rough bass, ‘Never again? 
Clarence; in a tired tenor wailed 
No more functions, please.’ ” , 





Murtagh 


Continued from page 57 





smaller agencies have been knocked 
off. It’s expected that most, if not 
all, of the larger outfits Will be 
among the 30 survivors . 

According to the commissioner 
30 is about the proper number of 


brokers to handle tickets for the 
Broadway theatre. He figures that 
there isn’t enough business for 
more than 30 or so to operate pros 
fitably by legitimate methods. But 
with only 30 in business there 
should be enough trade to go 
around on the basis of the 75e, 


fee per ticket. 

Murtagh opposes the suggestion 
that the 75c. legal limit should be 
lifted. On the basis of his study 
of agency books thus far. he is 
convinced that there is ample mar- 
gin of profit at $1.50 service charge 
for a pair of tickets, provided there 
is enough volume of business. 

The commissioner regards any- 
thing higher than $6.90 for a mus- 
ical or $5.70 for a straight play 
(including tax) as against the pub- 
lic interest “The theatre is not, 
or shouldn't be, a luxury,” he says, 
“but is an invaluable factor in the 
cultural life of New York. A ma- 
jority of the people, not just a few, 
should be able to share in it. 

“Boxoffice prices are already too 


high for many people to pay. Any 
increase would keep still more 
away from the theatre. Ticket 


brokers undoubtedly perform a ser- 
vice to the theatre and the public. 
But $1.50 per transaction should 
be adequate compensation.” 


Murtagh expects the scalping 
probe to continue several more 
months, at least. At its conclu- 


sion he is understood to be plan- 
ning a comprehensive report to 
Mayor William O’Dwyer, not only 
summarizing his findings but also 
recommending drastic reforms in 
the ticket distribution setup in 
New York. Some of his proposals 
may involve new legislation and/or 
wider ‘application of existing 
statutes. 





Kansas City May See 
Legit Shows Playing 
Against Each Other 


Kansas City, Aug. 9. 
Prospect of major legits playing 
against each other here next sea- 
son became a likelihood when the 


Playgoers League, legit subscrip- 
tion organization, announced its 


bookings will play the Music Hall. 
Legits of past few seasons from all 
sponsors have played the Music 
Hall under banner of A & N Pres- 


'entations, partnership of John An- 


tonello and Jimmy Nixon. 

Holder of the United Booking 
Office franchise, Nixon has 
switched to Fox Midwest and will 
manage the Orpheum _ theatre, 
which came to the circuit in a 
property switch which gave RKO 
the former Mainstreet theatre, now 
the RKO Missouri. Antonello will 
continue to operate the office for- 
merly known as A & N, and set 
shows for the Music Hall. 


In a letter which Playgoers 
League sent out last week for In- 
itial subscriptions, it was an- 
nounced the League (with more 
than 3,000 members) wovad co- 
operate with Antonello. Opener 1S 
to be “Finian’s Rainbow” early In 

League also an 


September. Q 
nounced the lineup likely will play 
“Mr. Roberts,” “Goodbye, My 
Fancy,” “Oklahoma!,” “High But- 
ton Shoes,” and “A Streetcar 
Named Desire.” “Skating Vanl- 
ties,” Veloz and Yolanda dance re- 
vue, Sigmund Romberg concert, 
Ballet Theatre, Krem Kurtz we 
Houston Philharmonic Orch, 4? 
Boston Grand Opera are also 
listed. 

Fox Midwest and Nixon tenta- 
stember for 


thick Ss 
opening the Orpheum, which seat 


1,900 against the Music Hall's an 
Orpheum is expected to run $ a 
a full week, while MH runs 


generally, . ke , .shorter. 
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Bway Up a Bit, But Still Light: 


Liberty’ $40,500, 


Bolger $35,800, 


Far’ $20,600, Fancy’-Hussey $10,000 


business on 
: yllow the seasonal pat- 
continues to tr ce last week was a 
et “better than the preceding 
ee the traditional summer 
“ is expected to last a week o1 
s longer. if the trend of recent 
seni! < is repeated, there should 
seamen moderate upturn in mid-Au- 
pd with a major boom beginning 
Prmediately after Labor Day and 
.ontinuing until rhanksgiving. . 
Receipts the first two nights of 
jJast week were below those for the 
correspording performances of the 
revious week, but spurted at the 
‘ednesday matinee and continued 
better the rest of the week. In 
most instances, the week’s gross 
was slightly up. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama) 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 
Other parenthetic figures refer 
to seating capactly and top price, 
including 20% amusement tax. 


Legit 


However, estimates are net; 1.e., 
exclusive of tax. | 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (183d 
wk) (C-940; $2.40). Run leader 


rose a bit to $5,500. 

“Cabalgata.” Broadway (5th wk) 
(R-1.900; $3.60). Another profitable 
week for the Spanish song-and- 
dance show; $18,600. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(26th wk) (D-919; $4.80). Gets all 
the house will hold at all perform- 
ances; $24,100 again. 


Broadway + 





BRIG’ FINE 286, FRISCO; 
STREETCAR’ FAST 276 


Francisco, Aug. 9 
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the 1.- 


San 
“Brigadoon” shuttered 
following its fifth week at 
775-seat Curran, where it has been 
playing to a $4.20 
stanza slipped a bit, but showed a 
still fine $28,000. 


“Kiss Me Kate,” with Anne 
Jeffrevs and Keith Andes, opened 
Monday ‘8 at the Curran and 
before the curtain went up showed 


top Final 


an advance of $135,000 for its 
scheduled six weeks. 
“Streetcar Named Desire.’ with 


Judith Evelyn and Anthony Quinn, 


hit a boff $27.000 for its second 
week at the 1.500-seat Geary, 
where it’s scaled to a $4.20 top 


Gross should increase with the end 
of subscriptions Booking, origin- 
ally for six ‘weeks, will probably be 
extended to seven or eight. 


Roberts’ Solos 
To $22.20, Chi 


“Detective Story,” Hudson (20th ° 


wk) (D-1.057; $4.80). Rose slightly : 


to top $18,000. 

“Goodby, My Fancy,” Fulion 
(37th wk) (CD-366; $4.80). Also got 
a welcome boost; nearly $10,000. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,”’ Center 
(lith wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). The fine 
weekend weather apparently stim- 
ulated tourist trade; $35,500. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (32d 
wk) (M-1,654: $6). Same as usual: 
the absolute limit; $47,200. 

“Lend an Ear,” Broadhurst (34th 
wk) (R-1,160; $6). Also got a nice 
break from the general upturn: 
$20,600. 

“Miss Liberty,” Imperial (4th 
wk) (M-1.400; $6.60). Eased again 
to about $40,500. 

“Mister Roberts.” 
wk! (CD-1,357; $4.80). 
trifle to $30,500. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (18th 
wk) (M-1,659; $6). Always the 
fame; the absolute limit at $50,600. 

‘Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
_— (88th wk) (D-920: $4.80) 

fed up a couple of notches t 
$15,000. , i 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
— 5g ae $6). Ray Bolger 

Ow joined the , rise; 
$35,800; general rise; 


’ 


Boston Opera Co. 
Huddles With AGMA 


r Boston Grand Opera Co., on the 
unfair” list of the American Guild 
of Musical Artists, is negotiating 
with the union in an effort to re- 
ain okay status. Meanwhile. the 
outfit has signed a contract with 
the American Federation of Musi- 
Cans and is readying its fall tour, 
starting Sept. 27 and slated to in- 
Clude 120 performances. 

The repertory will include ‘‘Car- 


Alvin (77th 
Climbed a 

















men,” “La 2 ” 66—: ” 

po ne Rigoletto 

Sees 

Strawhat Jottings 

“The Voice of the Turtle” wi 
irtle” will 

dl the tryout of Vittorio 

origi nis “The Scarlet Letter.” 

of — scheduled for the week 

theatee” 22 at the Spa summer 


re, Saratoga Springs. N. ¥ 
‘+ A Pocketful of Love.” new 
y~) ae by Julian 
an den Vale, will 
Preem . the Nyack (N. Y.) high- 
(14) 9 aturday (13) and Sunday 

na double bill with Kurt 
Own in the Valley.” 
Beatrice Tompkins, 
k, Carly Carney, Bren- 
erald and Joan Bowman, 
ee of the corps de ballet 
allet Russe de Monte 
“Pocketful Joined the cast of 
New Offeriy, horeography for the 
Boris whe was done by Ruthanna 
ing tole. Will also have the lead- 
*PPear jn « harlie Ruggles wil! 
at the B Nothing But the Truth” 
bridge uote Hall theatre, Cam- 

Pm ass.. the week of Aug. 14. 


Chicago. Aug. 9. 
Legit spotlight remains on “Mr. 


Roberts” as solo fare here, and 
grosses have jumped accordingly. 
Play vacates Erlanger Sept. 17, 


making wavy for “Death of a Sales- 
man” on the 19th. There's talk of 
the Coast production, “Sugar Hill,” 
debuting Sept. 5 at Great Northern 
“Anna Lucasta’ mav_ also show 
here. “‘Kiss Me, Kate” nestles into 
the Shubert Sept. 22. 

Strawhatters have been getting 
hefty play, with Chevy Chase Sum- 
mer theatre presenting Mady 
Christians in “The Vinegar Tree” 
through Aug. 14. 

Estimate for Last Week 

“Mr. Roberts,” Erlanger (48th 
week) (1,334: $4.33). Into last six 
weeks with upped grosses. Healthy 
$22.200. 


‘Oz’ Healthy $49,000 To 
End Pitt Opera Season 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 9. 
“Wizard of Oz’ ended summer 
opera season at Pitt Stadium last 
week with healthy $49,000, second 
best gross of the series, being 
topped only by “Naughty Marietta,” 





which got about $3,000 more. 
“Rose Marie’ would have’ been 
No. 1 in the standings but it got 


rained out closing night. 

Take for the nine productions 
was $330,000 for 50 performances, 
four having been rained out. That 
was slightly better than a year ago 
in 51, six having been washed off 
the boards then. Extra shows in 
1949 were accounted for via added 
half week's run for the opener, 
“Show Boat.” 

Kathv Barr. Tim Herbert, John- 
ny Downs. George Lipton, A. J. 
Herbert. Lulu Bates and Bettina 
Rosay headed the cast of “Oz,” 
Miss Rosay having been added at 
last minute as premier 
when Patricia Bowman injured her 
knee during rehearsals and couldn't 
go on. William Wymetal, head of 
al fresco venture for third straight 
season. left immediately for New 
York to sail on Friday (12) with his 
family for Sweden. where he will 
direct Stockholm’s 1949 opera sea- 
son. returning to this country in 
January. 


Tufts Tours Subway 
Circuit in ‘Petticoat’ 


Sonnv Tufts has been set for a 


tour of the New York subway 
circuit as star of Mark Reed's 
comedy, “Petticoat Fever,” which 
opened in Princeton last week. 


Play will hit the Flatbush theatre, 


Brooklyn, week of Aug. 16 and 
will follow into the Windsor, 
Bronx. and Brighton theatre, 
Brooklvn, for two additional 
weeks. 

Tufts is currently mulling the 
idea of continuing on the road 
with the play after its summer 


circuit close in Lakewood Sept. 9. 


ballerina | 


| Current Road Shows 


(Aug. 8-20) 

“Blackouts of 1949°—El Capitan, 
L. A. (8-20). 

“Brigadoon”—Aud., 
(8-9); Mayfair, Portland 
Temple, Tacoma (ia-16); 
Seattle (17-20). 

“High Button Shoes”—Upton. 
Salt Lake City (11-13); Philhar- 
monic, L. A. (15-20). 

“John Loves 
L. A. (8-13) 

“Kiss Me, Kate” 
8-20 

“Mr. Roberts” — 
(8-20 

“Streetcar 
Geary. Frisco 


(11-13). 
Met.. 


Mary’’—Biltmore. 


Curran, Frisco 


Erlanger, Chi 


Named Desire” - 
8-20 


Kate’ $56,000 
‘Annie Ditto In 
Whammo L.A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 9 

“Kiss Me, Kate.” in its fourth 
and closing week at the Philhar- 
monic auditorium, wound up 
stronger than when it started with 
a smashing $56.000 take, giving the 
four-frame engagement a total of 
$218,500. 

Heavy biz was also registered by 


Gertrude Niesen’s last week in 
“Annie Get Your Gun” at the 
Greek theatre. Show did $56.000. 


setting a new record for the amphi- 
theatre. “Sugar Hill” kept on at 
Capacity. as did “Blackouts of 
1949.” “Accent On Youth” took 
another mild dip in its final week. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Accent On Youth,” El Patio 
(4th wk) (790; $2.40). Poor $4,200. 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Greek 
(3d wk) (4.400; $3.60). New record 
for the house of $56.000. 
“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan 
(372nd wk) (1,142: $2.40). Just 
short of capacity, $17,000. 
“Kiss Me, Kate,”. Philharmonic 
Aud. (4th wk) (2.670: $4.80). Smash 
$56,000 for its final stanza 


“Sugar Hill,” Las Palmas (4th 
wk) (388: $3.60). Close to sellout. 
$7,000. 


‘VAGABOND KING’ NEAT 
| $54,000 IN ST. L. WEEK 


St. Louis, Aug. 9. 

Twice escaping washouts by rain 
and wind storms by narrow mar- 
gins, Rudolph Friml's’ musical, 
“The Vagabond King,’ wound up 
a one week stand Sunday (7) in the 
Municipal Theatre Assn.’s al fresco 
playhouse in Forest Park with a 
neat estimated $54.000. 

Walter Cassell and Marion Bell, 
a native, scored solidly in the top 


warbling roles. Others who clicked | 


are William Lynn, Edwin Steffe, 
Marthe Errolle, Melion Moore and 
Jean Jandzlik. 

“Roberta,” one of the best coin 
grabbers of the Muny Opera reper- 
tory in its four previous outdoor 
presentations. teed off a seven- 
night run last night (Monday) be- 
fore a mob.of 11,000 for a new 
season's opening-night high for a 
gross of approximately $4,500. 
Marion Bell is repeating opposite 
George Britton, who is making his 
sole p.a. here this season. Stand- 
outs in support are Jack Goode, 
Sybil Bowan, Helen Raymond, Ray 
Malone, Davis Cunningham, Edwin 
Steffe and Leroy Busch. 





London Bits 











Jack Buchanan to play lead in 
“Castle in the Air,” written by 
Alan Melville revue author, whose 
first straight play attempt, ‘“Jona- 
than,” failed after 10 days last 
year. Melville has also authored 
another play. “Top Secret.” which 
is soon going into rehearsal with 
Hugh Wakefield as star Donald 
Wolfit called off his fall season of 
classical drama at lue nade house, 
Bedford, Camden Town, “fter hav- 
ing lost $8,000 on his Shakespeare 
and Shaw seasons For the first 
time in his career John Gielgud 
has agreed to act at the Shake- 
speare Memorial theatre, Stratford- 


on-Avon, and next vear will be 
seen in “Julius Caesar.” “Measure 
for Measure.” and “Much Ado 
about Nothing.” His recent pro- 


duction of the last named play at 
Stratford marked his first associa- 
tion with the theatre Laurence 
Olivier is presenting “The Fading 
Mansion” at the Duchess on Aug. 
31. It will be his third managerial 
venture, the others being “Born 
Yesterday” and “Daphne Laure- 
ola. which has now passed its 
150th performance. i 


Sacramento | 


_set for the 


| Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures, based on VARIETY'S 
boxoffice estimates, for last week ‘the 10th week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 

Last 
Season 


This 
BROADWAY Season 


Number of shows current * 13 14 
Total weeks plaved so far by all shows 156 208 
Total gross for all current shows last week $351,900 $336.000 
Total season's gross so far by all shows $3,925,700 $4,346,400 


Number of new productions so far 2 2 
ROAD 
(Exclid g Stock) 
Number of current touring shows reported 7 13 
Total weeks played so far by all shows 101 138 
Total road gross reported last week $161,400 $312.500 
Season's total road gross so fat $2,688,900 $3,201,600 








| Up to $8,000 Wkly. Spent 
By Broadway Theatres 
For Ice Cooling Systems 


Legit Bits 








Talent agent Maynard Morris, 
rubbernecking in Paris last week, Bill fer ice tee the cooling 
bumped into actor-director Sam oogems of Broadway legit the- 
Wanamaker at the top of the Fif- atres currently runs about $6,000- 
fel tower Basil Rathbone, cur- $8,000 per week. Although the 
rently strawhat-touring in “The chemical cooling system is much 


more efficient and economical than 
the antiquated ice setup, and pays 
for itself in a few years, only eight 
of the 33 available legit houses are 
equipped with it. 


Heiress,” being sought by the Play- 
wrights’ Co. to star in Elmer Rice's 
“Not for Children” Warren 
O'Hara appointed chairman of the 
membership committee of the During the hot spell, the ice bill 
Theatrical Press Agents at the larger musical houses runs 

Leo Rose, on ieave $1,000 or more apiece. At the 
manager of “Where's smaller, straight-play theatres the 
has been moved from outlay is about $500 or so. In con- 


Assn. of 
& Managers 
as company 
Charley?”’ 


Polyclinic hospital, N. Y., to the trast, the cost of operation of the 
Convalescent home, N. Y Joe Freon equipment, the modern 
Phillips is pressagenting “Anna chemical system, amounts to a max- 


imum of $100 a week. Moreover, 
the chemical system is much more 
effective and satisfactory. 
Virtually the only drawback to 
the chemical system is the initial 
investment it involves. That in 
the Coronet theatre, the latest and 
most efficient type, is understood 
to have cost $69,000. The one in 
the Hudson, installed several years 
ago during peak prices, Came to 
about $45,000. The equipment in 
the Mark Hellinger, to which a 
backstage unit has just been added, 


Lucasta.” 

Eleanor Pinkham is manager and 
Hal Weiner p.a. of the Los An- 
geles Civic Light Opera, with 
William Zwissig and Tony Buttitta 
in similar capacities with the San 
Francisco end of the operation 
Russell Ford, director last season 
at the Henry Street playhouse, 
N. Y., and his actress-wife, Malka 
Farber, sailed last week for Paris 
to study French film production 
methods Louis M. Simon, execu- 
tive-secretary of Equity, returned 
east over the weekend with other 


representatives of the eastern tal- is regarded as the best in town. 
ent unions, after television juris- Other houses having the Freon 
diction confabs on with Coast with system are Martin Beck, Henry 
Screen Actors Guild and Screen Miller. Music Box and Center. 
Extras Guild heads. Ziegfeld has the Carrier, also a 
Max Siegel, company manager chemical system. 
of “Streetcar Named Desire,” va- Ice cooling equipment is in the 
cationing this week at Hamilton, 4jyin, Biltmore, Booth, Broadhurst, 
Me., goes next week to Martha’s Broadway, Century, Cort, Empire, 


Vineyard ... Joe Magee, on leave 


of absence from the William Mor- Bthel Barrymore, see Giese, Sate 


ris legit department, is at Salzburg, Street, Fulton, ree Banari 
having spent several weeks in Lyceum, M ajze stic, —e 
Venice _ Tom Kilpatrick, press- Moroseo, National, Plymouth, Roy- 


ale, St. James, Shubert and Win- 
ter Garden. The system in 
the Fulton, installed during the 
Howard Lindsay-Russel Crouse 
ownership of the house, is one of 
the best examples of the ice 
method. 

On the basis of an average num- 
ber of hit shows in the theatre, a 
Freon system can be figured to 
earn back its initial cost in about 


agent for Brock Pemberton, is at 
Provincetown ... Actress Trescott 
| Ripley due back east next week 
after playing leads in “The 
Heiress” and ‘The Importance of 
Being Earnest” at the Tustin (Cal.) 
strawhat ... ‘‘Lost in the Stars” is 
the new title of the Maxwell An- 
derson-Kurt Weill adaptation of 
Alan Paton’s “Cry, the Beloved 
Country”... and George Abbott's 
production of the Walter Kerr-Jay 


Gorney revue, formerly titled 10 JESSE, because of its lower 
“Thank You, Just Looking,” will 9Perating expense. After that, it 
be called “Touch and Go.” effects a positive saving. Mean- 

Asther Sdhwerte returns. this “ hile, it provides much more satis- 


factory cooling, simplicity and con- 
venience for the management, and 
comfort and health for audiences. 


For example, the chemical sys- 
tem can be regulated to previde 
steadily any desired temperature. 
In case of a sudden jump in the 
outside heat, which might catch 
the old-fashioned system short of 
ice, the temperature control is 
automatically adjusted to compen- 
sate. Also, ice cooling creates a 
humid atmosphere in the theatre, 
which some people with respira- 
tory complications find objection- 
able and which becomes uncom- 
fortably warm near the end of 
performance, when the house be- 
gins to grow warm. 

The customary deal for cooling, 
the theatre and show share the eost 
according to the same terms as the 
rental. For example, at “Death of 
a Salesman,” the house pays 30% 
and the producers 70% of the ice 
bill. They share the weekly gross 
on the same percentages. An ex; 
ception is the “Mister Roberts” 
deal at the Alvin, where the the- 
atre pays for the entire amount, 


Longhair Shorts 


Nora Kaye, lead dancer of Ballet 
Theatre, invited te appear as guest 
ballerina with Ballets de Paris jn 
the French capital.. Kurt Joogs, 
founder of the Jooss Ballet, will 


week from Hollywood, where he 
sought writers for his Chevrolet 
television series and the book of a 
legit musical comedy ... Cy Feuer 
leaves for the Coast tomorrow 
(T, y+.) for a week of powwows with 
co-producer Ernest H. Martin, com- 
poser Frank Loesser and scenarist 
Jo Swerling on the book for their 
“Guys and Dolls” musical : 
Pressagent Howard Newman back 
in town after completing the sea- 
son with the Pittsburgh Civic Light 
Opera. 

Charles Gaynor, composer-au- 
thor of “Lend an Ear.” preparing a 
musical version of “Dulcy,’ the 
George S. Kaufman-Mare Connelly 
comedy ... “Double Bill’ will be 
the title of Maurice Evans’ produc- 
tion of the Terence Rattigan plays. 
“The Browning Version” and ‘Har- 
lequinade” .. . Daniel Meinick and 
Bernard Carson wil! present the 
Burnett Hershey - Lyon Mearson 
adaptation of Franz Werfel’s 
“Class Reunion” on Broadway this 
season ... Carol Channing, one of 
the principais in “Lend an Ear,” is 
lead in the musical 
version of “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes.” 








5 for Vancouver 
Vancouver, Aug. 9, 

A series of five roadshows has 
been announced for this city by 
Hilker Attractions Included are 
“Brigadoon.” “A Streetcar Named 


Desire,” “High Button Shoes,” rebuild his old school in Essen, 
“Oklahoma!” and ‘“Finian’s Rain- Germany... Nathalie Krassovska on 
bow.” Only “Oklahoma!” has leave of absence this fall from Bal- 


played here before. let Russe de Monte Carlo. 
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DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN—? 


George White’s “Scandals of 
1922” had Paul Whiteman’s orch, 
W. C. Fields, George White, Les- 
ter Allen, Pearl Regay and-Richard 
Bold. 

Ai Woods did a play (1923), 
“Light Wines and Beer,” with Joe 
Cawthorne, George Bickel, Ma- 
thilde Cottrelly and Marcia Byron. 

“Hitchy Koo of 1923” had Ray- 
mond Hitchcock, Marion Green, 
Irene Delroy, and Busby Berkeley. 

“Spriag Cleaning’ was opening 
attraction at Woods’ new Adelphi, 
Chicago, played by Violet Heming, 
Arthur Byron and Estelle Winwood 
(1923). 

“Music Box Revue” (2d Edition), 
had Charlotte Greenwood. Bobby 
Clark, Paul McCullough, Wm. Gax- 
ton, Helen Rich and Ruth Page 
(1923). 

“Topsy & Eva,” with the Duncan 
Sisters, ran 47 weeks at the Sel- 
wyn, Chicago, and Basil Ruysdael 
played Uncle Tom (1924). 

Taylor Holmes became a popular 
star in “The Nervous Wreck,” with 
June Walker and Jim Marlowe in 
the cast (1924). 

Robert B. Mantell played Shakes- 
pearian rep, supported by Gene- 
vieve Hamper, Edward Lewers and 
Anthony Kemble-Cooper (1923). 

Walker Whiteside was 
the end of his Chinese roles in 
“Mr. Wu,” supported by Sydney 
Shields, Harold Vosburgh and Eu- 
nice Hunt (1924). 

“Sancho Panza,” with Otis Skin 
ner as the star, was the closing at- 
traction at the Powers theatre, 
Chicago (May 4, 1924). 

“No No Nanette” broke the Dun- 
can Sisters’ record by playing the 
Harris, Chicago, 49 weeks, with 
Louise Groody, Charles Winninger, 
Bunny Granville and Edna Whist- 
ler in the cast (1925), 

Mary Newcome played “Easy 
Street,” a Kettering opus, for 17 

weeks (1924), with Nan Sunder- 
land (Mrs. Walter Huston), Ralph 
Kellard, Harry Minturn and 
Dwight Meade in the cast at 
Woods theatre. 

“Greenwich Village Follies” had 
Gallagher & Shean, Carl Randall 
and Marie Clifton in east (1924). 
Geo. Hobart, Geo. Kaufman and 
Billy K. Wells wrote it. 


Gladys Wallis (Mrs. Samuel In- 


nearing 


sull) played ‘The School for Scan- | 


dal” with Richie Ling, Frederick 
Lewis and Dorothy Oversend 
(1925). 

Ann Harding sat through three 
acts to act three minutes in “Trial 
of Mary Dugan” (1927), with Rex 
Cherryman as Jimmy. 

Ed Wynn played “Manhattan 
Mary” (1928) and for the first time 

eorge Cohan’s name was off the 
Grand Opera House ,Chicago. 

Phil Baker, Ted Healy and Ai- 
leen Stanley were featured in “A 
Night in Spain” (1928). 

“The Front Page” made Hecht 
a MacArthur (1928), with Roger 

ryor, Fuller Mellish, Jr.. Olive 
Reeves-Smith, Wilva Davis and 
James Kearney in the second com- 
pany. 

“Blossom Time” still had J. 
Charles Gilbert as Franz (5th year, 
1929) and the end was not yet in 
sight. 


George Arliss played Shylock in 
SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
71623 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 


FOR SALE 


At Cragsmoor, Ulster Co., N.Y. 


Well equipped Restaurant; 
Theatre; Three Cottages. 
nine acres of land. 


For further information enquire 


P. O. Box 23, Cragsmoor, 
or telephone Ellenville 443w. 
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More Memorabilia 


By Ralph T. Kettering 








“The Merchant of Venice” (1929) 
with Frieda Inescourt as Portia. 

“Rosalie” 
book, Wodehouse lyrics and Gersh- 
win music, and Marilyn Miller, 
Jack Donohue, Bobbe Arnst, Frank 
Morgan and Margaret Dale in the 
cast (1929). 

Jack Kirkland was John H. Kirk- 
land and wrote “Frankie and John- 
nie,” which the police closed (1929) 
in Chicago, with Grace Kern as 
Frankie and Louis Heydt as John- 
nie and with an unknown actor 
named Preston Sturges in the cast. 


Joe Cook was a terrific star in 
“Rain or Shine” (1929) with Tom 
Howard, Dave Chasen, Wini Shaw, 
and Charlie Straight’s band. 

[Irene Dunne first came to Chi- 
cago (1929) as Magnolia in “Show 
Boat” with Edna Mae Oliver, 
Charlie Winninger, Sammy White, 
Eva Puck but with Margaret Carl- 
isle as Julie. 

Shakespeare opened the Civic 
theatre, Chicago, Nov. 11, 1929, 
with Fritz Leiber as “Hamlet” sup- 
ported by Helen Freeman, Louis 
Leon Hall, Tyrone Power (the first) 
and Hart Jenks. 

Lew Leslie was a great producer 
(1930) with “Blackbirds” with Bill 
Robinson, Adelaide Hall, Aida 
Ward, Snake Hips Tucker and Mid- 
gie Miller 

Far! Carroll's “Vanities” (7th 
Edition, 1930) had W.C. Fields, 
Ben Blue, Grace Wells, Dorothy 
Britton and Joey Ray. 

Ruth Draper (sketches) played 
two weeks (Dec., 1929), followed by 
jCornelia Otis Skinner (sketches) 
at the same Selwyn, Chicago (Jan., 
1930). 

Fritzi Scheff sang “Mlle. Mo- 
diste’”” in 1939 in the same good 
voice she sang in 1905, and Chi- 
cago ‘“‘kissed her again.” 

William Gillette played his final 
performances in “Sherlock Hol- 
mes” (1930) 

Joe Howard tried to bring back 
his “Time, Place and Girl’ (1930) 
with Fred Santley, Toby Wilson, 
Anita Case, but failed. 

Eugenie Leontovich and Gregory 
Ratoff acted together in “Candle 
Light’ (1930) with Reginald Owen, 
Alan Mobray and Mildred Quigley 
in the cast. 


“The Last Mile” made a star of | 


Spencer Tracy (1930) and put Her- 
/}man Shumlin on his feet as a pro- 
ducer. 

Lenore Ulric starred in “The 
Son-Daughter” with a supporting 
cast including Albert Bruning, 
Marion Abbott, Nick Long and 
Clark Silvernail (1921), 

Mitzi ‘Hajos) starred in “Pom- 
Pom” (1916), and in the cast were 
Tom McNaughton, Bessie De Voie 
and Detmar Poppen. 

Nance O'Neill played “The Pas- 
sion Flower” (1920) and her lead- 
ing man was Alfred (Little Billie 
in “Trilby”) Hickman. 

John Golden’s start with “Turn 
to the Right” (1917), and the cast 
had Ralph Morgan, Joe Byron 
Totten, Mabel (Ben-Hur) Bert and 
Robert Taber. 

Billie Burke starred in “The In- 
timate Strangers” and in the sup- 
porting cast with small mention 
were Alfred Lunt, Frances How- 
ard, Glenn Hunter and Elizabeth 
Patterson (1922). 

Frank Bacon in “Lightnin’” and 
in the cast were Mildred Booth 
(Mrs. Pat Campbell), E. J. Blunk- 
all, Jessie Pringle, Jane Oaker and 
Minnie Palmer (1921). 

Julian Eltinge, Walter Kelly, 
Dainty Marie, Sam Mann all on 
one Orpheum Circuit bill (1916). 

Rod La Rocque played’ with 
Francine Larrimore in “Nice Peo- 
ple” (1921). 

Jefferson De Angelis __ played 
“Madame Mosell” and in the cast 
were Josie Intropidi, Diane d’Au- 


brev. Jack Henderson, Ernest 
Lambert and William  Pruette 
(1914), 


Fay Bainter played Ming Toy in 
“East is West’ (1921) with George 
Nash, Robert Ober, Harry Mait- 
land and Clarence Handyside in 
support. 
(and I can keep this 
for years) 


thing up 





SEE 














Safe from Dust, Fire, Vermin. Mi} 


43 West 64th Street, New York City 





STORE YOUR TRUNK 


as often as 
Pick up or delivery In New York City—S1.50 


Storage per mooth—§1t.00 each 


Liberty Moving and Storage Corp. 


S AT “LIBERTY”’ 


Vheft You may open your trunk 
ou wish 


TRafalgar 717-6051 








had McGuire-Boltcn | 


| Scramble for St. Loo 


Post of Kiel and Mgr. 
St. Louis, Aug. 9. 

A wild scramble is in progress 
‘for the post as manager of the 
/Henry W. Kiel (municipal) audi- 
'torium. following the resignation 
/last week of John J. Rakliff, after 
serving for 10 days. Job pays a 
starting salary of $6,372 per an- 
num. When the Democratic party 
captured the city election last 
spring the managership of the 
auditorium was one of the prize 
plums dished out by the mayor. 

The position is not subject to 
the local civil service setup, and 
several weeks ago Harry Bouer, 
who held the post for six years, 
handed in his resignation. Then 
Rakliff was appointed. He said he 
was leaving city service to enter 
the contracting biz Edward N. 
Golterman, one of Mayor Joseph 
Darst’s administrative assistants, 
has been made acting manager un- 
til the job is filled. 
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Wright, associated with Blackpool 
since his song-plugging days, has 
been here for 25 years, and is con- 
sidered one of the town’s charac- 
ters. His current show, at the 
Pavilion. North Pier, titled “On 
With the Show,” is one of the best 
he has staged. It’s headed by local 
fave Albert Modley, but the hit of 
the bill are Buster Shaver, Olive, 


George and Richard, with Betty 
Jumel, grotesque comedy femme, 


one of the high spots. Shaver and 
his troupe, American standard act, 
are already being dickered for by 
Wright for his next year’s show. 
Spot is doing around $16,000 per, 
which is top intake of all the three 
piers here. 
Strong Pier Shows 

The South Pier has two shows. 
One is headed by Dave Morris, top 
Lancashire comic, who has played 
everything here. But his present 
solo venture is proving nowhere 
as successful as his previous ef- 
forts. Weekly intake barely ex- 
ceeds $4,000, which is about an 
even break. Other show is being 
operated by Peter Webster, who 
has been running shows here for 
four seasons. Gets overflow from 
the Morris show but, as there’s no 
overflow, is playing to peanuts, and 
\{s one of the town’s flops. 
| Feldmans’ theatre, which is the 
only house still 
|mostly its own publications, runs 
a mixture of second-rate revues 
|and small-time vaude. It has a 
steady family clientele, doing good 


average trade of around $8,000 per | 


week, which is very profitable. 

Ice-Drome, facing the South 
| Pier, is the only ice show in town, 
and is operated by Donald Thomp- 
son, local indie theatre owner. It 
did a good trade, averaging around 
/ $12,000 per, but is now tempo- 
rarily closed due to a fire. It’s ex- 
pected- to reopen in about five 
weeks. 

Blackpool is far from dull on 
Sunday, as most theatres run spe- 
cial Sunday entertainments, far 
ahead of the type of shows in other 
resort towns. Biggest attraction 
is the Opera House, which always 
has star attractions presented by 
arrangement with Harold Fielding. 
Some of the names that have 
played or are engaged to appear 
are Vera Lynn, Allan Jones, Tes- 
sie O’Shea, Rawicz and Landauer, 
Patricia Burke and Sophie Tucker, 
who was a sensation when she ap- 
peared here last year. 

Blackpool is the only town in 
the provinces running midnight 
dances twice and sometimes three 
times per week. Some of the bands 
engaged to play for these dances 
are Geraldo, Billy Ternent. Ted 
Heath, Vic Lewis, the Blue Rock- 
ets, Ray Ellington, Leslie Douglas, 
and Felix Mendelsohn. 

The Empress Ball Room is one 
of the biggest in Europe, comfort- 
ably holding 3.000 dancers. with 
another 4,000 onlookers. Loyalty 
to artists is one of Blackpool’s vir- 
tues. Instance is Reginald Dixon 
and his BBC Wurlitzer. He plays 
for some of these dances, and has 
been here for the last 20 years, 
and is still one of the biggest fa- 
vorites in town. 

Insiders maintain that biz this 
year is at least 10% down from 
previous years. This is attributed 
to diverse causes, such as the dol- 
lar crises; threat of further au- 
sterity; local propaganda pursuad- 
ing people to spend their savings 
in their own cities: 
clothing and other rations, which 
means more tor clothes and do- 
meslic requirements which, other- 


plugging songs, | 


removal of | 


wise would have gone on “enter. | 
tainment, and consistent spell he 
sunny weather, which is best the 
{town has experienced in years. | 

However, show folk are not un-| 
‘duly perturbed, as they are antici- | 
|pating the usual bad weather con- | 
‘ditions for month of August, al- 
‘ready predicted by some of the 
| prophets. And they still have 
their ace-in-the-hole. That is the 
resumption by the local Council 
of Blackpool’s famed illuminations, 
which is being resumed after 10 
years and lasts from Sept. 16 to 
Oct. 24. 

Most of the hotels are already 
fully booked for these five weeks, | 
which should more than compen- 
sate them for any slack patch. 
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Disk Releases 
L— Continued from page 43 Qo 


music and_ record biz. Kapp 
points out that in his opinion the 
publishers, who by insisting on a 
release date as a means of securing 
maximum concentration of disk 
jockey exploitation by a maximum 
number of disks issued at the same 
time, are laving dowr a pattern 
that hurts a song’s chances. So 
many different disks of the same 
song are dumped on the market 
at the same time that buyers are 
apt to become confused if any 
single one of them is not outstand- 
ing. 

Kapp feels that today’s disk in- 
dustry is such that no record man 
can plan too far ahead. Anticipated 
hits too often collapse. A disker has 
got to be free to do a new tune a 
day or so after receiving it from a 
pub, and have it on the market as 
quickly as possible, if he feels the 
tune has unusual merit. It’s agreed 
{that having new songs submitted 
months in advance of release dates 
often helps by giving the recorder 
plenty of time to assign them to 
artists felt to be fitted for various 
types of tunes, but Kapp feels that 
the advantage to be gained thereby 
is lost because all other rival com- 
panies have had the same time to 
prepare. 

‘Publishers Abuse Release Date’ 

Most of the recording men are 
convinced that the release dale, 
which was unknown before the war 
in so far as pop songs are con- 
cerned, is abused by the publishers 
anyway. They feel that too often a 
| restriction is placed on a tune as 
|'a means of protecting an artist and 
| company believed to have the best 
record of a song and which cannot | 
get it on the market in time. O1 
to be assured of getting other 
records by using the first as a 
wedge. Pubs often use that tack. 
| For example, some weeks back 
Joe Marsala submitted a tune he 
wrote (“Let Her Go, Let Her Go’ 
to Frank Sinatra, who recorded it 
for Columbia. Warner Bros. music 
firms have the song, but had no 
hand in securing the recordings 
| (see separate story’). When it be- 

















came known that Sinatra had re- ~ 


corded the melody the WB firms 
placed a restriction on it—to en- 
able the information to be relayed 
to other companies that Sinatra 
had cut it and to convince them 
that they should also. 

Under those circumstances Perry 
Como was about to do the tune 
for Victor, but Columbia, piqued 
at WB for placing a restriction on 
a song they had nothing to do with 
| Setting recorded, proceeded with 
preparations to release the song 
this week under the theory that it 
accepted the tune without a date. 
Como heard that Sinatra’s was to 
| be released immediately and, since 
tember or October, he cancelled 
his disk wouldn’t be out until Sep- 
plans to cut an arrangement al- 
ready made. 

There are unending complica- 
tions in the restriction idea, which 
work against both the publisher 
and the recording company. Weigh- 
ing all the factors, the disk men 
are all definite in their opinions 
that the restrictions accomplish 
nothing. The Leeds-Decca story ap- 
parently is bringing it to a head. 
and they feel a better disk biz will 
result. 





‘Streetcar’ Mex Standout 
Mexico City, Aug. 9. 

Summer season’s’ outstanding 
legit novelty is “A Streetcar Named 
Desire,” in Spanish, at the Teatro 
Iris. “Streetcar” is in its 15th 
consecutive week, one-a-day, and 
has an average daily gross of 
$346.80—big coin for these times 
here, and with many seats at 19¢c. 

Seki Sano, Japanese producer, 
is impresario. Mary Douglas plays 
the lead. Cast includes Wolf 
Ruvinski and Lillian Oppenheim. 


Cincy Studies L’ville 
On Al Fresco Theatre 


Louisville, Aug. 9, 
Three Cincinnati park board of. 
ficials visited Louisville last wee, 
to gander Iroquois amphitheatre 


| and to study feasibility of Starting 


a similar summer operetta project 
for Cincinnati. After visiting the 
local al fresco site, Max J. Palm, 
Jr., Cincinnati beard president: 
George F. Zachritz, secretary, ang 
L. L. Camp, engineer and assistant 
park superintendent, returned to 
Cincinnati with blueprints of the 
Louisville amphitheatre. 

Palm estimated a seating capaci. 
ty of 2,500 would be about right 
for Cincinnati. However, George 
E. Gans, president of the Louis. 
ville Park Theatrical Assn., noted 
that Louisville had a capacity of 
3.402 and has only half the draw. 
ing population that Cincinnati has. 
He suggested a minimum capacity 
of 5,000 for Cincinnati. 

Proposed amphitheatre for Cin. 
cinnati would supplement and not 
replace the summer grand operas 
at the Zoo, according to Palm. 








UA’s Shape 








| Continued from page 5 


hits a year. Last year it was “Red 
River’ that gave it whopping 
grosses Currently, Stanley Kram- 
er’s “Home of the Brave’ is turn- 
ing in surprisingly strong figures 
that will give UA $600,000 or 
better as its share of the income. 
While foreign currency restrie- 
tions are hurting all Yank distribs, 
UA is believed to be the only one 
that’s actually losing money on its 
international operation. That’s be- 
cause of its character as solely a 
distrib of other people’s pictures. 
Since it doesn’t own the films it 
releases, it is not in a position to 
do the maneuvering that enables 
other companies to get out much 
of their frozen funds. Indie pro- 
ducers who distrib through UA are 
able to recoup considerable of this 
coin for themselves, but UA’s 
profit is only minor as a result, 
Pressure Off Owners 
The improved situation domesti- 
cally and the respectable backlog 
that has been built up has stabi- 
lized the outlook for the company 
somewhat and relieved a bit of the 
pressure on owners Mary Pickford 
and Charles Chaplin to find a solu- 
tion to UA’s losses. However, it 
is well agreed that since there's 
little chance of a real improvement 
in the foreign field for years to 
come, UA can only achieve reason- 
able stability by building up its 
domestic grosses to take it out of 
the red and put some cushioning 
coin in its treasury. For that it 
must find a source of financing 
for its indie producers—a problem 
still far from solved. : 
This financing will always remain 
a prime problem because it is only 
by a ready fount of coin for pro- 
ducers that the company can gain 
control of its own destiny and 
insure a supply of pictures that 
will provide stability by permitting 
it to plan sufficiently far ahead. 
On the release slate now are 
Edward Small’s “Black Magic, | 
Lester Cowan’s “Love Happy 
(Marx Bros.), Edward Small’s 
“Indian Scout,” Hakim Bros. 
“Without Honor’ and Roy Del 
Ruth’s “Red Light.” ; 
Editing are Rooney - Stiefel’s 
“Quicksand” and “The Big Wheel, 
the King Bros.’ “Gun Crazy,” Sam 
Bischoff’s “Mrs. Mike,”’ and Colin 
Miller-David Loew's “A Kiss for 
Corliss.” 7 
In production are the Danziger 
brothers’ “Runaway,” Ronald Al- 
corn’s “Johnny Holiday” and 
Benedict Bogeaus’ “Johnny On® 
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BES © fi By JOHN DOLMAN, Jr. 


"A good book in a field where there 
are many bad ones. .- - based on 
sound principles and selective appre 
ciation. It will open many doors for 
the beginner.” —MARGARET WEBSTER 
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9 Wednesday, August 10, 1949 
es a 
Literati 
9, 
i of. {mmortalizing the Crix sen reports on life and work of 
veek Thyra Samter Winslow’s “Tech- — women In various occupa- 
atre ‘aye,’ show biz story in the new S. 
nique names the New York Two novels banned by Irish 
ting Liberty, ities by name and simu- Censorship Board in June, “Ran- 
ject dram eit stvlies in pseudo-re-| dle in Springtime” by Geoffrey 
the jates f the principal's Broadway Cotterell and “Mirror, Mirror” by 
views 0 Elinor Rice, have been given green 
alm remiere. = : ee DECR GIVER Etec: 
’ p ther of Mrs. Winslow’s nov- light after submission to Censor- 
ent; Ane Chorus Girl” (originally ship Appeals Board. 
and om Business,” and bought by Gilbert Gabriel takes over as 
_ M tro under that title but never Cue mag’s drama _ critic next 
| to aimed), is being reissued by Avon. month. 
” Unlike that firm’s usual 25¢ re- John Wilstach sold “Who Is 
prints, this is being issued as Guilty for Delays At Law?” to 
acl. Avon's Love Book Monthly, in Hillman. 
ight simulated magazine style (a la Cos-— qaectro-author Meredith Will- 
ge mopolitan), a departure in format con's “There I Stood With My Pic- 
so for a reprint house. colo” (Doubleday) has gone into 
ted : — its 8th printing or around 25.000 
of David Stern 2d Buys N.O. Item copies. He'll update it eventually. 
‘aw- David Stern II, of Philadelphia, Prof. Robert Gessner, head of 
has. urchased The New Orleans — N. Y. U.’s film department, penning 
a Se ek for $1 4 ‘novel on Israel while vacationing 
as ‘ ‘ Noes © « Viie 
r- ag vol will be president and at Escanaba, Mich. 
AN- tockholder of a new company, Edward K. Thompson has been 
not sae Inc., which will publish the Promoted to managing editor of 
‘Tas scwmpene’. The deal, engineered Life mag, succeeding Joseph L. 
through Smith-Davis Corp., was Thorndike, Jr.. who resigned re- 
= called the biggest since Stern cently. Thompson was formerly 
bought the Philadelphia Record. assistant managing editor. 
Nicholson bought The Item from 
James M. Thomson eight years ]| | 
| s 
Me Nicholson will return to Tampa | House Reviews | 
Red to supervise the Tampa Times, fi... OO tate 
ing aaa” he owns with David Lo= Continued from page 55 Saeed 
m- Smiley. National. L’ville 
r’n- Stern said he does no plan to ; , 
= make any changes in Item’s staff. the rhythmic effect is really some- 
res Pe thing. Customers ate it up, and 
or Authors Guild Cards they bowed off to solid hand. 
le. gga rave ets i Manhattan Maidens, six-girl June 
rics Authors a has issued mem- Jackson line, on for two numbers, 
ibs, bership cards, to be used as iden- one their own specialty, and the 
ne} tification, credential and remind- o¢hey as an intro for the Spanish 
its er.” Reverse side carries the qance team. They give eye ap- 
be- seven-paragraph Section, 1, Article peal to the bill. aimy Thomale’s 
2 of the Authors League constitu- 6)¢h back acts neatly Wied 
By tion, outlining the organization’s : spies ge , 
me objectives. The’ card, lus a ” 
it booklet titled “You Too Can Hippodrome, Balto. 
to Own a Fur Collared Overcoat.” | Baltimore, Aug. 6. 
les are the ideas of Robert J. Vince & Gloria Haydock, George 
ich Landry, chairman of the Guild’s Prentice, Penny Edwards, Burton 
ro- membership committee. & Janet, Ross Wyse, Jr., & Peggy 
are ——_— Womack, Milton Douglas & Co., 
his SRL’s 25th Anni as Book (2), DeMarco Sisters (5), Jo Lom: 
A’s Longmans, Green & Co. has ac- O@*dt House Orch, (12); “One 
quired book rights to the editorial Last Fling” (WB). 
i | rarer MG graturday Review of his is a nicely combined layout 
log sue. Publishing firm expects to * a fore bgt aa —_ 
bi- bring out a deluxe edition early in the s a aoa eg ; = 
on October to be priced at $3. ’ Marco Sisters, quintet of harmony 
; : : ne singers with a fullsome radio back- 
the Saturday Review, whose Aug. 6 ground to lend marquee stature 
ord anniversary press run was 150,000 . ; hie Gite : 
ui) wae ‘ t . v/v’! and a knowing audience response 
lu- 72 ho. reportedly sold out within upon their entrance. Comedy is 
it oth anei Runoff tops the mag’s supplied by the knockabout of 
e's h anni print order by 100,000 Ross Wyse, Jr.. and Peggy Womack, 
ent | Copies. and there is ample novelty in the 
to hi contribution of George Prentice 
on- Prentice’s Glam Authors and his slapstick Punch and Judy 
its Maggi McNellis and Anita Col- show. It all adds up nicely. 
of y are on Prentice-Hall’s upcoming Smart getaway is provided by 
ing roster of authors. The fashion com- Vince & Gloria Haydock, pleasing 
it mentator and radio-TV personality dance duo, after which Prentice 
ing has done a book on “Party Games” garners a bundle full of laughs 
- with Hubert Boscowitz,. and Miss With his puppets. Penny Edwards 
Colby’s tome is an “Almanac of provides nice vocal treatments of 
: Beauty.” “Wondertul Guy,” “Sheboygan” 
an On the more serious side, P-H and a special wrapped around “Il 
nly has “Operation Survival,” by Wil- Bacio.” Winds up sesh with a dance 
ro- liam Hessler, chief editorial writer and sets good spot for Burton & 
ain on the Cincinnati Equirer due in Janet to follow with impressions 
nd October. It’s the anti-atom bomb Of all the familiars but sold solidly 
hat exposition and a pitch for the air- and a decided improvement since 
ing craft carriers, Another serious !ast caught here. 


d. Work, with a pure religious conno- 


are ition, "is the “Pilgrim’s Guide to 
e” | Vatic? by Harry Wedon, of the 
yy” | X, ican radio station, primed for 
‘’s | Mas when the 1950 Holy Year 
os. | Commences, 
el na 
N. C. Mugg’s Folk Book 
I's a} field that needs tontinued 
ly tohkings ee rich vein of American 
m =| pre—is explored in John 
lin |} Gaiden s “The Devil's Tramping 
™ round,” published by the U. of 
ren Carolina Press ($3). Harden, 
er othe mugg, in Raleigh, has 
Al- aa a score of intriguing mys- 
i: ait stories of North Carolina, 
a 2 the days of the Lost Colony | 
1° ath World War II. Most were 
“Tal On the author’s weekly airer, | 
—j oT of Tar Heelia,” heara over 
back aealeigh, a couple of years 
| of th ome takes its title from one 
myster; legends, which explains a 
) hear Sile circular path in a grove 
ed ater City as the place “‘where 
J evil walks in circles as he 


thinks u 
> UP new means -auUsi 
trouble for humanity.” of causing 


It’s a hichiv 
lect; ughly readable little col- 
€clion of Americana. Bril. 
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Wyse and Miss Womack get 
plenty of laughs with their comedy 
attempt at an adagio and knock 
themselves out to please and are 
amply rewarded. Milton Douglas 
gets the most out of his natter and 


closing crossfire with a femme aide 
| after 


which the DeMarcos take 
hold for a rousing clincher with a 
swingy working of “I Love 
Jimmie,” in a calypso rhythm; an 
a cappella arrangement of “Sweet 
Sixteen,” and “Take Me Out to the 
Ball Game” standouts. Closing bit 
of “thank vou” in music is groovey 
and just right to get them off to 
maximum returns. 

Biz very good. Burm. 


Capitel. Wash. 
Washington, Aug. 4. 
& Florenz, Ada Lynne, 
Wonder Smith & Dale 
Old Summertime” 


Martin 
Tonmmyu 
(4); “Good 
(M-G). 

Loew's is slicing it rather thin 
this session. giving the customers 
something less than their usual 
stout money's worth to go with a 
holdover feature. 

Smith & Date make a strong nos- 
talgic appeal in a revival of their 
old Avon Comedy Four routine, go- 
ing back over three decades, Those 
who remember these troupers in 
the original act as it played here 
at the old Keith's circa 1916, must 
have gotten a sentimental kick out 
of it. The younger set, who make 
up larger portion of the Capitol’s 
matinee crowd, when show was 
caucht. found material too dated 
and slow for their tastes. Then, 
too, the best of dialect comedy 


‘falls flat here, so act registered | 


little. No doubt later audiences, 
older and with longer memories, 
gave the team more of the appre- 
ciation they deserve. 

Ada Lynne fares okay in a zany 
act that combines the most rau- 
cous features of Betty Hutton and 
Martha Raye. Sets pace for her 
inanities with a tune, “Be a 
Clown,” then proceeds to live up 
to it. It’s all slapstick, some of it 
very good, other parts of ques- 
tionable taste and little entertain- 
ment. 

Tommy Wonder, terper, late of 
‘Annie Get Your Gun.” does best 
job of getting customers off their 
hands with a combo of ballroom 
and tap, accenting novelty Does 
ballroom sequence with a dummy 
tied to his feet, gagging much of 
it but giving the illusion of 
straight adagio routine. 

Martin & Florenz raise the cur- 
tain with some rather humdrum 
puppeteering. There’s variety and 
novelty in the act, with puppets 
rigged out in costume. but it never 
quite makes the grade. Lowe. 





MPAA Seeks End 
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economic Officials are too alert to 
the dire results for exhibitors box- 
office-wise if American product is 
not made available as well to 
employment in distribution offices 
and all down the line. In fact, it 
has been apparent for some time 
that film theatres cannot operate 
profitably on local product alone, 
with even nabe houses showing de- 
clines in biz with strictly home- 
made pix. 

Despite all this, Argentine pro- 
ducers still are bringing pressure 
for further protection for the local 
film producing industry. Though 
Argentine pix have had short runs, 
the local film-makers want it made 
obligatory that film houses have 
some local fare at least two weeks 
in every month instead of one 
week This would re- 


as 


as current. 
duce, of course, the playing time 
available for foreign pictures, 
mostly U. S. product. 

The Draft 
Congress last week, 
3% tax on all film 
paid by exhibitors supposedly to 
aid film script writers. This has 
incensed exhibs who feel that pro- 
ducers would be sole beneficiaries 
because they would make private 
deals with scenario writers. 

There were no firstrun U. S. pix 
during the past week but principal 


presented to 
would place 
grosses to be 


Law. 


deluxe theatres were showing 
American top features in most 
cases. RKO’s “Walter Mitty” is 


past its fourth week at the Broad- 
way with opening of Par’s “Own 
True Love” delayed as a result. 
“Sorry. Wrong Number” (Par) is 
in its third week at the Ambassa- 
dor while “Touch of Venus” (U) 
is in its second stanza at the Metro- 
politan. “State of Union” (M-G) 
also is playing its second week at 
the Opera. “The Smugglers” 
‘Rank) is the main British film 
around, being in second frame at 
Gran Rex. 


“Best Years” (RKO) has taken 


over from “Gone With Wind” at 
bandbox Radar, but it may not 
reach the record 43 weeks and 


$98,000 gross of latter. 
Italian pictures have received 
some bookings of late as a result 


of the trade pact with Italy. ‘“‘Cac- 
cia Tragica’”’ is in third week at 
both the Premier and Ideal on 


day-date run. “Basta de Milleni,” 
released by LuxMar Film, is start- 
ing out at Luxor, with Anna Mag- 
nani plugged since she is a draw 
with Argentine fans. 


TV Starved | 
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have their place in video, just as 
they do in radio, but not to the 
degree that they're the ‘be ali and 
the end all’ in programming.” 


Cited as evidence is the fact 
that video has vet to develop a 
Dinah Shore, a Perry Como or a 
Dennis Day that can be called 
TYV’s own. They go a step further 
and argue that even within the 
sphere of radio, the same holds 


true today—the glamor side and 
accent on musical shows are get- 
ting less attention than in the past 
dozen years or so with over-con- 
centration on scripts | 

The existing yen for script shows 
rather than “cheesecake” is laid 
by many to the cost factor—that 
it’s much simpler in these days of 
coin-watching to wrap up rights 
to a dramatic stanza and produce 
it. than to develop musical shows 
and song-and-dance personalities, 








$ SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 
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Romance, Ark., Aug. 6. 


Every now and then Hollywood tells the literary world that “think” 
pictures are (a) out or (b) in, that there's nothing about a sick biz that 
entertaining pictures won't cure, and that remakes are merely further 
proof of how far Hollywood will go in meeting a new idea. 

Impressed by these monographs from the top brass, I've been read- 
ing all the class magazines to see how much editors are being affected 


Peo eee 





++ 


by what Hollywood will ultimately buy. Inspired by these extensive 
: ! "] q y . ' } 
readings I have worked up a sample case of teasers of my own, which 
can be easily expanded into full-length novels at the drop of a well- 


filled hat. 
I can answer “The King’s General” with “The King’s Buck Private 


“Eisenhower Was My Boss” with “Nobody Was My Boss,” “This Side 
of Innocence” with “This Side of the Other Side,” “Chicken Every 
Sundav” with “Hash Every Monday,” and even such unanswerable 
originals as “The Running of the Tied,” “Behind the Ion Curtain 


“Sun of the Moon,” and “The Television Murder in Tel Aviv.” 
The Pilgrim's In 

Sprayed by the Atlantic hitting the seawall of Martha’s Vinevard 
and buffeted by its gales, Knude Mann fights for fame and fortune as 
captain of a pirate frigatine called the Land Lover. 

He isn’t altogether happy because a titled lady is beating him to 
the plunder of several well-laden ships. Each spends fury with lash 
and pistol on all who cross their paths. 

Then one day in the chase of a Spanish grandee’s bark, bogged down 
with gold bars from Brazil, the ships of the brigands clash and soon 
are sinking off Nantucket, which seemingly lacked a lighthouse in the 
17th century. Both, however, manage to save themselves by boarding 
the grandee’s bark. In gratitude Knude heaves the grandee into the 
angry sea and is about to heave his Donna Dolores in after her Don 
when he feels the flashing scorn of her green eyes and finds himself 
irresistibly drawn to her exotic charm. 

The titled lady who strides through the pages of this novel now finds 
herself in auguished love with her rival sea rover. Finding that fury 
with lash and pistol does not succeed when both parties are equally 


armed and equally angered, Knude and the lady sit down in the 
captain's quarters to drink to a solution. They find they are both 
related to the original Horace Mann and decide to settle their dif- 


ferences Mann to Mann. 

Donna Dolores, who looks on this trading in the role of a captive, 
reveals she owns an old broken-down inn on Martha’s Vineyard and 
has an “in” through the governor-general on Cape Cod as well. A 
wild desire to settle down surges over Knude, so he agrees to give up 
the dead Don’s ship to the Countess and embark in a two-oared lite- 
boat with Dolores for the Vineyard. When last seen the beautiful 
Donna is rowing into the setting sun toward the Vineyard and Knude 
is waving goodbye to the Countess, who with lash and pistol, is order- 
ing the crew to head for the open sea and the lush isles that dot the 
waters of the Caribbean. 

Westward Ho-Hum 

A young clergyman fights for his ideals, and experiences the same 
triumphs and defeats which fall to worldly men. Reverend Longden 
Hart and his beautiful bride are scarcely settled in Tombstone, Ariz., 
when they discover that some of their vestrymen are resentful of the 
Reverend Hart’s progressive approach toward the social obligations 
of the church. Cattlemen particularly resent the installation of a 
watering trough for sheep passing through the valley. Miners join the 


cowhands in this hostility. Rev. Hart’s wife, Shallow, adores her 
minister husband but she finds the duties of a minister’s wife in a 
western town too confining for her gay eastern nature. She takes to 


bridge and spiked teas. 

One of Rev. Hart’s most beautiful and least principled communicants 
succeeds by subterfuge in placing him in a dangerously compromising 
position by sending him word that the water to the trough has been 
cut off and sheep are stampeding. When he reaches the trough all he 
finds is the girl bathing in the nude. 

Before he can extricate himself from this damning situation there's 
a flash of a photographer's bulb and in the ensuing struggle the Rev. 
Hart smashes the camera. The cattlemen and miners join in the fight 
but the sheepherders for once stand up for one of their own and wrap 
the treacherous female in sheepskins, just as Rev. Hart’s beautiful 
wife hears the commotion and breaks up a bridge game in time to 
rescue her husband from this Jezebel. After that they solve their 
problems sensibly. He gives up social reform and becomes a bishop. 


He Had an Appian Way With Him 


Ife was just an extraordinary American soldier, highspirited and 
happy to be away from home, and she was an equally highspirited 
Italian girl, happy to be home so that she could relieve her GI hero 
of the chocolate bars which were giving him shoulder blisters. 

They fell in love, but every time she put her arms around his 
shoulders he yelled, ‘‘Look out for that blister, sister!’ 

When their love had to struggle against this bitterness she knew 
it couldn’t last. Just as the flowers had to die in the debris of the one- 
time imperial city, so their love was destined to end when he ran out 
of chocolate bars. So she put her arms around his waist instead of 
his shoulders and surrendered to him completely. 

That night he left for Stromboli to straighten out a title fight. 
never saw her again. x 

Molehill Mountain Memories 

Dull legends of one of America’s least romantic regions are retold 
with practically no enthusiasm in these tales of the Molehill Mountains. 
When the author goes after mountain stories he can be relied on to 
come back with bags under his eves but otherwise empty-handed. 

Our readers who remember the author’s saga of the rice fields, ‘““The 
Easiest Whey,” and his African adventures entitled “Bring Me Back 
Alive” are sure to be lulled into a false security by his thrice-told tales 
of “Molehill Mountain Memories.” 

Futuratole 


In this new novel the author produces a major work towards which 
all his previous writing was heading. Though the story takes place 
46 vears hence it is in every sense as timely and as literary as today’s 
tabloid newspaper. 

The scene is Hollywood. In the life of Windstone Churcheel. a 
young man in the Ministry of Pictures (Minipix tor short), come two 
proletarians (called “proles’” by the Prole Board). Equipped with a 
jet-propelled transformer they transform his life completely. That is 
to say, they vaporize him. 

One prole is Julia, who slips him a mickey (short for Cohen) which 
when deciphered spells out “I love you.” The other prole is an orange 
named O’Brien whose mother was once a child-star called Moregrit. 
These two betray Windstone in most unexpected ways, and he in turn 
betrays them. 

In Room 101, named after a ranch of the same name, they sing 


He 


“Under a spreading chestnut tree 
I sold you and you sold me.” 


Among them they break the spirit of every living man till all believe 
that black is white, two plus two equals three (‘a switch), and evil is 
good fer eight reels. They invent a language called Newspeak only 
to find VarieTy had a prior claim going back to 1905. 

This distinguished novel is distinguished by the fact that it runs 300 
pages to the dot and in doing so becomes one of the most important 
hooks .of.a .generation. .......~. -- . onee += +12 
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“Wizard of Oz” in favor of Bettina 
=. id Lund, wh Dick 
ae aro und, who manages Dic 
William tS he 4 in from Coast for | Powell’s Enterprises in Hollywood, 
radio and TV shots. | back to Coast after visiting his) 
Grace LeBoy (Mrs. Gus) Kahn to | mother. | 
Europe on a holiday. Lou Sowa new distributor here | 
Kurt Frings arrived here from for M-G-M Records. They were 
the Coast early this week en route | previously handled by J. A. Wil- 


Broadway 


to Paris. liams Co. | 

' Carl Ackerman, brother of Mary | 
Hy ee ottillion Room | Frances Ackerman, “Ice-Capades” | 
Sept. 20 | p.a., to Rome for clerkship in U. S. | 


Embassy. 

Tim Herbert took off, after clos- 
ing summer operetta at Stadium, 
for St. Louis to do “Red Mill’ at 
Muny Opera. 

Mrs. Joe Blowitz, wife of late 
Manor theatre manager, will make 


The Harry Cohns and Arnold 
Grants return on the Ile de France 
sailing Aug. 13 from Paris. 

Helene (Mrs. O. M.) Samuel in 
Boston on a commission to do a 
portrait of Mrs. John King. 





Adolf Lantz, father of N. Y-. her home with son, Bill Blowitz, the 
agent Robert Lantz, undergoing an Hollywood p.a. 
operation in London tomorrow 


(Thurs.). 4 

Mrs. Al Jolson due in next Mon- | Westport, Conn. 
day or Tuesday for preem of “Jol- 
son Sings Again” at the State Wed- 
nesday (17). 

Librettist Otto Harbach and Bob 
Kriendler, of 21, returned from 
European vacation Monday (8) on M 
the Caronia. 7 

Clifford C. Fischer’s longtime 
Franco-American secretary, Odette, 
back from Paris, her first return to}, 
her homeland in 10 years. Fevsiiian, Wasver 

Mike Kaplan, DAILy VARIETY Thousand Islands. 
mugg, leaves today (Wed.) for Pal- Johnnie Evans vacationing with 
estine to settle family affairs and | tho Marks Levines. 
po gga the scene there for mag Mrs. William Anthony McGuire 
arulcies. at the Arthur Levys. 

Borden Mace, prez of the RD-DR :; bat Patrick here to catch Ruth 
Corp. and associate producer of Gordon in “A Month in the Coun- 
‘Lost Boundaries,” off to Bermuda try.” : 
Saturday (6), in quest of material Martin Manulis due back from 
for a new film. 7 tabs: teil Cope Cod where he directed ‘‘West- 

Normé -aders (he’s flac . lind”? wi Nan Yj 
chief oo nig French National gi vit ey end Oliver Smith 
Tourist office and European Travel | huddling with John C. Wilson on 
oat ~ — off to Cape forthcoming musical ‘Gentlemen 
Co@ until Labor Day. | Prefer Blondes.” 

Metro producer Gottfried Rein- Agnes De Mille, John Tyers, | 
_ aria off — the Coast Helena Bliss, Shirlee Weingarten, 

riday (12) for a European vaca-| Anita Loos, Robert Edmond Jones, 
— ong ll _ to the | Theresa Helburn, William Gaxton, 
Salzburg music festival. Jerome Whyte, Christie MacDon- 

Marie Wilson due to arrive from ald, at Monday (8) premiere here of 
Coast Friday (12)), remaining here | Theatre Guild’s ‘““Out of Dust.” 


for two weeks in connection with |! 
Minneapolis 


By Humphrey Doulens 
wachary Scott in from the Coast. 
Charlie Strakosch property hunt- 

ing. 

Laura Pierpont visiting Christie 
acDonald. 

Helen Hokinson back from a stay 
at Nantucket. 

Palace theatre at South Norwalk 
ing renovated. 


off to the 


publicity for the forthcoming Para- | 


mount release of “My Friend | 
Irma.” By L 

ot , es Rees 

Chico Marx, back from six ‘ / sn Yat iil 
months in the _ British variety Annual Roller Derby under way 


at Auditorium. 


London 


Joe E. Brown to step into the 
starring role in “Harvey” while 
Sid Field goes on vacation Aug. 29. 


Among the American acts booked 


smith Bros. and The Briants. 


Success of Harold Steinman’s | 
Wembley | 
Pool has resulted in company re- | 
| turning next year with a new edi- 


“Skating Vanities” at 


tion. 

Cilli Wang, having finished short 
season at Arts Theatre Club, re- 
turns to Paris but comes back for 
six months at Bal Tabarin, open- 
ing Dec. 15. 

Lew and Leslie Grade have set 


| Peggy Ryan’s English dates. She 
opens at Bournemouth Aug. 15, 
with following week at Birming- 


| ham, and to be followed by three 


weeks at the London Palladium. 

Chaz Chase accepted two weeks 
booking at London Palladium on 
advice of Fosters’ agency. After 
opening was immediately booked 
for 26 weeks including pantomime. 
After playing in North Africa, re- 
turms to take up his vaudeville 
date in England. 

Cass Daley’s opening at London 
Palladium Aug. 1, has resulted in 
flood of vaudeville offers which 
she has had to turn down because 
of prior holiday arrangements in 
Paris and Rome. But she is def- 
initely slated to return early next 
year. 

Dolores Gray in Italy on vaca- 


| tion but due to return to lead in 


Emile Littler’s “Annie Get Your 
Gun” at Coliseum late in August. 
Incidentally, Littler has just closed 
new library deal involving $120,- 
000 advance, which assures 


“Annie’s” run to the end of Febru- 


ary, 1950. 

New acts set by Tom Arnold 
and Emile Littler for new Latin 
Quarter show due at London Ca- 
sino March 16 are Professor Lam- 
berti, with Roger Ray likely. Rob- 
ert Nesbitt again will stage. In 
current show, Herman Hyde, who 
has been booked for six weeks, 
is being held over until show ends 
late in December. 


Las Vegas 





houses, later joined by his brother 
Harpo, flew back to Hollywood 
yesterday (Tues.), preceded by the 
latter. 

Thyra Samter Winslow calls her 
new East 61st street manse ‘14th 
Heaven” since it’s the 14th apart- 
ment she’s occupied since moving 


to Gotham from her native Ar- | 


kansas. 

Norman Siegel, Paramount’s 
studio ad-pub director, in New 
York for confabs with Max E. 
Youngstein, national ad-pub top- 
per, on Par’s “Samson and Delilah” 
and ‘‘The Heiress.” 

Ed Sargoy’s daughter, Janice 
Ellin, engaged to Richard Harvey 
Rosenberg. Father of bride-to-be 
is member of Sargoy & Stein, law- 
firm repping major film companies 
in copyright matters. 

Screen actress Thelma Ritter, 
due back tomorrow (Thurs.), after 
completing “Perfect Strangers” at 
Warners, goes immediately to Fire 
Island with her husband, radio-ad 
executive Joseph A. Moran, for ex- 
tended vacation. 

Screen thesps Marta Toren and 
Jeff Chandler arrived in Gotham 
Monday (8) to throw their weight 
behind advance publicity on Uni- 
versal’s “Sword in the Desert.” 
Pic has its world preem before an 
invited audience at the Criterion 
ee, Broadway flickery, Aug. 

Majorie Main and Percy 
bride 
producer Leonard Goldstein and 
director Charles Lamont on eastern 
roduction of “Ma and Pa Kettle 


70 to Town” which Universal has | 


before the cameras here. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Karen Tedder and Jay Lawrence 
heading new floor show at Copa. 








Kil- | 
in New York along with! 





Edyth Bush Little Theatre offer- 
ing “The Women.” 

“Brigadoon” set to open season 
of Lyceum, Sept. 5. | 

Lena Horne inked for Club! 
{ Carnival Sept. 1-14. 
| Old Log strawhatter holding over | 
“IT Remember Mama.” | graph at Hotel Thunderbird on 

Dick Jurgens into Prom Ball-} writing assignment. 
room for one-nighter. | Neil Regan, bureau manager of 

Jessica Dragonette into Hotel, Steve Hannagan Associates pub- 
Radisson Flame Room. | licity office here, to Sun Valley for 
| Four Blazes into St. Paul Drum | vacation. 
Room with Hy-Lo held over. | Jimmy Dugan, publicity man for 
| Jessica Dragonette into Hote] Last Frontier, back from two-week 
| Radisson Flame Room with Danny | tour of duty with the Marines. 
| Ferguson orch. Ted Lewis continuing to do 
| Jack Thoma flew in from Chi-| S0cko business at Last Frontier af- 
cago to set Dick Jurgens for one-, ter two weeks. Frank Libuse 
nighter at Prom Bellroom. opening at Hotel Thunderbird. 
| “The Silver Whistle” and “Mad-| Jockey Jackie Westrope and 
| woman of Chaillot” definitely set as| Wife Nan Grey at Last Frontier; 
_Theatre Guild-A.T.S. subscription, John Payne and wife. Gloria de 
| series attractions at Lyceum. aven on vacation at Flamingo | 
| Aquatennial ball and queen cor-| and fishing on Lake Mead. 
onation ceremonies featured Art| Mozelle Britton Linehart Gosser, | 
|Mooney’s orchestra, Roland Twins, | former widow of Alan Dinehart, at 
Belmont Bros. and the Nissens. |Last Frontier with new husband, | 
_, Dorothy Lewis Ice Show and_ inventor Thomas William Gosser of 
‘Jewel | Box Revue” continue to | Hollywood, and their two children. | 
|draw big biz to Hotel Nicollet; Gabby Hayes to host Flamingo 
Minnesota Terrace and Curly’s, re-| Party for ali couples married 50 
| spectively. |years or more in Las Vegas. | 
Enough couples to represent 1,000 | 
years of married life expected to 
attend. | 

RCA-Victor in conjunction with 
Hotel El Rancho Vegas flying 21 
| disk jockeys from Hollywood for 


P '“Dise Jockey Party” at hestelry 
wit aie te ae Paris but | hosted by songster Fran aresn’ 
_ ABC’s commentator Nancy Craig | currently appearing 
in Rome for a few days. 


Spike Jones a smash at Flamingo 
with several new features added 
to the act. 

Seymour Korman, Coast corre- 
spondent for Chi Trib in town to 
do feature story. 

Leo Mishkin of the N. Y. Tele- 








Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 
| Concert pianist Amos Allen at 
| the Excelsior. 


at Rancho. 
 prneor o— headed up by AI 
Comedian Jimmy Savo visited|: arvis an Peter Potter, tops in the 
| here on his way to Capri. | Hollywood field. 
| The Earl Wilsons went to Venice | ° 
, | Australia 
By Erie Gorrick 

Paul Regan booked for Celebrity 
Club in Sydney this month. 


for weekend but are returning to 
Rome. 

Italian picture company making | 
“Sky is Red” went on location in 
Leghorn. 





White Barn Theatre will do Clif- Janis Paige and husband, Frank Shell Oil Co. is giving demon- 
ford Odets’ “Big Knife” next week. Martinelli, have taken Italian strations of video here in ace 
Jimmy Featherstone’s drummer, actress Isa Pola’s apartment for hotels. 
Al Carter, doubles as band’s press- | summer. Margaret Lockwood, British film 
agent. Author Kathleen Winsor and star, reported mulling offer for 
Ray and Marie Griffith, the danc- husband, Arnold Krakover, at the Aussie stage appearance next 
ing masters, off to Mexico for five Grand for three weeks. She is year. 


weeks. working on novel. 

Songwriter Sammy Mysels in Rene Clair is directing Michel: 
from New York for week's visit Simon and Gerard Phillipe, in 
with his folks. “Faust,” an Italo-French film at 


Cine-Citta studio here. 

Gregory Ratoff’s production of 
“My Daughter Joy,’ with Edward 
G. Robinson starred, starts Aug. 
8 on location in San Remo. 

Eric Maria Remarque left for 
Lugano, Switzerland, where he 
owns a house, and where climate is 
better for work on his next book. 

Tyrone Power has joined the 


Ed King, radio scripter, is knock- 
ing out special material for Song- 
stress Dona Mason. 

Sophie Tucker comes to Vogue 
Terrace Sept. 12 for her first ap- 
pearance here in years. 

Jules Pfeiffer in town trying to 
set up a local date for his nitery 
production of “The Drunkard.” — 

Johnny Harris made a flying trip 
here from Atlantic City for funeral American Legion Eternal City post 
of his aunt, Mrs. Christopher Dur- here. Tyrone and his wife will 
ham. tour Holland, Belgium, France and 

Patricia Bowman hurt her knee Scandinavia before returning to 
rehearsing and had to bow out of Hollywood. | 


Hoyts cinema circuit hopeful of 
getting official okay for newsreel | 
Regent, | 


house below. their 
Brisbane. 

French film, ‘‘Mons. Vincent,” is 
being previewed for Catholic or- 


ace 


ganizations. Pic will go into Svyd- 

ney arty house. . 
A. Ben Fuller not due back 

from London’ until December. 


He’s on a talent buy for the Ful- 
ler-Carroll circuit. 

Dave Martin hopes to get his 
Sydney vaude-revue house operat- 
ing again in a couple of weeks. 
Industrial strife shuttered. 

Marjorie Lawrence, singer here 
on concert tour, claims she is writ- 
ing a pic yarn for Greer Garson. 


Nick Pery, local Columbia top- | 
per, on biz lookseeing in Singapore 
‘and Siam. 
. Charles and Elsa Chauvel will 
‘stay in Hollywood for several botmgerd 
| or 
Matthew” readied for screening. | Stock. 
‘by Emile Littler for his various pje was sponsored by Universal 
| Christmas pantomimes are Gaud- | 


at U-I studio having their “Sons 


and Greater Union. 


Chicago 





Mady Christians arrived Friday | ern strawhat appearances. 


(5) fer rehearsals of ““Vinegar Tree” 
at Chevy Chase Summer Theatre. 


Producer Dave Sebastian, Car- 


men Miranda’s hubby, in town vis- 


iting friends, on way to Washing- | 


ton, D. C. 

Al Jolson slated for a personal 
appearance for midwest preem of 
“Jolson Sings Again” at Woods 
theatre, Aug. 19. 

Illinois American Legion con- 
vensh got under way Thurs. (4) 
with 400 extra police on hand to 
confiscate water pistols, electric 
shockers and other trick gadgets 
designed to molest pedestrians. 

Al Horwits, Universal-Inter- 
national studio’s press chief, in 
town setting up world preem of 
“Yes Sir, That’s My Baby” at 
Roosevelt theatre, Aug. 10, which 
will include a parade and p.a.s of 
Donald O’Connor and Gloria De- 
Haven. 

George Jessel, here for three- 
weeker at Oriental theatre, hosted 
the press ata cocktail party in Ann 
Baxter’s honor at Sherman Hotel, 
Wed. (3). Miss Baxter, featured in 
the pic, did a one day p.a. with 
“You're My Everything” which 
opened with Jessel Thurs. (4). 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Siobhan McKenna to London. 
Fibber McGee and Molly giving 

the o.o. to Ireland. 
John Corfield, prexy John Cor- 
field Productions, in on vacation. 
Charlie Kuns in for Royal Dublin 
Horse Show Week date at Olympia. 
Father Urban Nagle’s ‘‘The City 





_of Kings” currently being mulled 
| for production here. 


F. E. Pardoe, British Film Insti- 


‘tute, set to gab to Irish Film So- 


ciety on film appreciation. 


Robert Dawson inked for lead in 


London production of Abbey win- 
ner “King of Friday’s Men.” 

Tenor Hubert Valentine, on va- 
cation, returns to U. S. for concerts 
in N. Y. Town Hall in the fall. 


Countess of Longford has writ- | 


ten new comedy, yet untitled, sked- 
ded for fall production at Gate 
theatre. 

Cyril Cusack set for Michael 
Powell-Emeric Pressburger  cur- 
rent filming of Mary Webb's “Gone 
to Earth.” 

Ambrosine Phillips in from Lon- 
don for lead in Roland and Michael 
Pertwee’s “The Unknown Man” at 
the Gaiety. 

“Belvedere Goes 
(20th) cleaning up on extended 
playing time at 3,500-seater Savoy, 
now in third week. 


The Abbey Theatre’s School of. 
| Acting, directed by Ria Mooney, 


is being closed, only a few out- 
standing pupils being retained as 
apprentice players and _ under- 
studies to regular company. 


San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 

Dante at Press Club dinner. 

Woody Herman orch to Oakland. 

Lionel 
water dancery. 

Judith Evelyn guested at Frisco 
Critics Council. 

Dorothy Shay and Eddie O'Neal 
orch at Mark Hopkins. 

Arthur Fiedler’ in 
Standard Symph orch. 

Variety Club, Tent 32, picnicked 
at Adobe Creek Lodge. 

Jerry Devine, ABC writer-direc- 
tor, doing the seven hills. 

Al Dalzell in from New York to 
replace Gertrude Bromberg, press 
agent for “Streetcar,” who left for 
L. A. vacation. 

Arizona Daily Star publisher, 
William R. Mathews, visiting; he’s 
one of two survivors of Dutch 
plane crash which killed 13 corre- 
spondents. 


Atlantic City 


By Joe W. Walker 

Alex Bartha pulling ’em into the 
Dude Ranch. 

Duke Ellington into Orsatti’s at 
Somers Point Aug. 12. 

Vaughn Monroe into Steel Pier 
hallroom, with Joe E. Howard in 
Music Hall. 

New show at 500 Club has Ann 
Hathaway, Monroe Seton, Phyllis 
Louise, Tony Bari and Ted For- 
rest Quartet. 

Air - conditioned amusement 
spots did top biz here this past 
week, one of the hottest in the 
long history of the resort. 


to direct 


to College’, 


Hampton at the Edge-| 


| Hoilywood 


| Anne Baxter to Chicago, 


| Vince Barnetts divorcing. 
Bob Stack to Laguna for summer 


Virginia Van Upp returneg after 


four months in Spain. 


Jeff Donnell to Laguna 
for strawhat appearances. Beach 


Lizabeth Scott in town after east. 


Jesse L. Lasky in tow 
business huddles in N. Y m= oe 


Prince Moezzi, of Iran, gander; 
film production at Warners. se 
Leo Gorcey and Huntz Hall 


readying a five-week stage tour 

David Buttolph returned to War- 
ners after a long siege of illness 

Joseph I. Breen bought the Wi 
Hays ranch near Lake Sherwood " 

Paulette Goddard to Mexico City 
to start her picture, “‘Inamorata.” 

Mervyn LeRoy’s daughter, Linda 
hospitalized after a fall from a 
horse. 

Zachary Scott and family to their 
Virginia farm for the rest of the 
summer, 

Murray Alper celebrated his 25th 
year in show business on the Para. 
mount lot. 

Edwin L. Marin returned from 
a location scouting tour of Brit. 
ish Columbia. 

W. H. (Bud) Lollier took his 
family to Alaska to duck the Cali. 
fornia heat wave. 

_ Howard leSieur and Al Tamarin 
in from N. Y. for ad-publicity 
huddlesyat United Artists. 

Joan Fontaine and Bill Dozier 
| announced a marital separation 
with divorce in the offing. 

Paramount Shriners tossed a 

| luncheon for Harold Lloyd, with 
Henry Ginsberg as toastmaster. 
Cary Grant on his way back to 


‘Hollywood after an eight-day 
checkup at Johns Hopkins Hos- 
pital. 


Judy Garland in town for two 
weeks of Metro huddles before re- 
turning to Boston for further hos- 
pital treatment. 
| 


Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 

Don Walker’s daughter Anne 
terping with Cannon Ballet at Mu- 
sic Circus. 

St. John Terrell tossed birthday 
party for Wilbur Evans at his can- 
vas theatre Fri. (5). 

Brock Pemberton, Robert Breen, 
Richard Beckhart in to gander 
| Playhouse last week. 

Teddy Hart, Joe Downing, John 
| Marriott in for ‘‘Three Men” re- 
| hearsals Tues. (9) at Playhouse. 

Theron Bamberger to Allentown 
Sat. (6) as judge for Atlantic City 
' beauty contestants at Lyric theatre. 

Walter Slezak checking out of 
his Ottsville farm this week for 
| — to play in Red Skelton 

Im. 

Ezra Stone commuting to N. A 
to direct Olsen & Johnson video 
‘show from his Newtown dairy 
farm. , 

Phil Cohan, producer of Jimmy 
Durante air show, in from_ the 

Coast for visit with Don Walkers 
,; and Paul Whitemans. : 
| Bob Sensenderfer, Eve. Bulletin 
'eritic, busman’s-holidaying from 
|Ivyland home to matinee at Lam- 
| bertville and evening perf. at New 


| Hope. ’ 
Margo Jones, Manning Gurian 
land Tad Adoue in from N. Y. to 


'see how Lambertville Music Cit- 
cus compares with their Dallas 
Theatre ’49 operation. Miss Jones 
| was persuaded to appear as super 
in “Vagabond King.” Other 
notable# suping were Kenyoa 
Nicholson, the Harry Haenigsens, 
| Jon Gnagys, and Frank Godwins. 


Barcelona 


By Joaquin C. Vidal-Gomis i 
Annabella in from Paris to spe? 
vacation in Spain. 

: Bahia Siheee aan offering Baldo 
and Karina, Beatriz de Lenclos 
and “The Flying Trio.” . 

Composer Agustin Borguno he 
rived from New York after an a 
sence of several years. ' 

Argentine actor Enrique ne 
‘feted in Madrid at the Zar 
itheatre. Spanish cinema bigwigs 
| attended, besides representative 
of the Argentine Embassy 4" 
| colony. , 
' Author Salvador Bonavia ant 
composer Jaime Mestres prest at e 
new show at the Arnau theatr™, 
“Canela, Sal y Pimienta” (“Cinna 
mon, Salt and Pepper ', 
with music. 

Rafael Escrinas, manager of ~ 
tence Studios, Madrid; actor ed 
tonio Vilar, and cameramen, vis ‘ 
the Vatican asking permission 7 
the Pope to film a biograp . of 
Saint Jose de Calasane, oe dows 

order “Escuelas Flas. © 
eae will be shot in Rome veg 
the Saint lived, and othe 
| Madrid. 
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‘Big 3’ Continue 



































‘ously on live TV shows by the 
‘technical director. 


Fairbanks so far is concentrating 


on selling the system to TV broad- | 


\casters. His contract with NBC 
































| off. The male spenders on the 


\loose frequently seek companion- | 


ship of a line filly they knew in 
New York or elsewhere and often 
place a few chips on the tables 





















































| 


OBITUARIES 














” Standing Sives that web first refusal on it. for them. It's likely that the line 
immer {i -agete” and “Salesman. SANA WG |'Th®sé who have seen the system |will be back next year. In fact 
ight's performance | ; eage ce el STED I. C. FRAZIER 
om for each night ® Palways sold iN work and the finished product the Rock is trying to recruit a line} HARRY M. LOWENSTEIN | |, ie Dig race aces, 
l after of all three S$ a hoxoffice opens | believe it can be of prime impor- in time for Monday’s (15) change Harry M. Lowenstein, vice presi- iad kaw Sin tallgwosd 
out soon after Also, there is usu- tance eventually to the major film of show. dent of Griffith Pictures, which In recent years he had been 
Beach each morning. noi le of dozen Studios by providing them with a, The casinos, incidentally, have no operates a chain ot 144 moe: Pe oa . 
ally a line of ee _s each thea- time-saving method of production. | physical connection with the adja- picture houses in eg oer ane a 
east people in the lo a “teem to buy | 2° date, though, no major studio cent night clubs. The gaming | Texas, and a founder, director anc BILLY STARR 
‘ ery night, waiting to y | penres ativ : = , , are separated by a few feet | member of the executive commit- LY ST: 
tre every ‘nute returns representative has been shown the rooms are separated by a few feet * the Theatre Owners of ‘illiam T. Springfield. 53. known 
ossible last-minute r ‘ ., equipment. and constitute a separate buiiding. | tee of th 1eatre ers William T. Springfield. 53. know 
after agp . ‘tions ar d- Thic ; ; % * aw America, Inc., died Aug. 9 IM professionally as Billy Starr.. died 
on ductions are rap} P TI ont h ] 11 I . +. , 
All three proat — In developing the process on a lis is to, conform with loca aw as Venue Lue & tm Philadelshia. te ba 
least by contemporary |, ich-hush basis for ae -a] gorbidding casino adjuncts to cafes | “4 cast a 2 Ss ag Bitae eee 
tering ly cst ili up profits for re hush asis for the last several I's 1 als in case of a gambling Born in Dallas, Lowenstein done a singing act in vaude an 
standards) pI sang roducers and ‘ars. Fairbanks has come up with es ? rd = recaps “f sence | went to Oklahoma when it was the niteries until several years ago 
heir respective Pp . fina) Many techniques heretofore thought | '@!4. hus the liquor license is lian Territory. Entered the ex- Survived by wife, three sons and 
Hall t For instance, the final * : not jeopardized by connection with Indian : ' 
ur. packers. — f the $225,000 impossible. Standard 16m Mitchell ned. i , ‘1 | hibition field in 1912, when three five daughters. 
Wa 30% installment if om a ‘a tn raid cameras, which generally carry 400 ea 2 Li sila ill tel] | reels constituted a pro: ram and 
SS investment of ~— ee ee a i feet of film, have been converted . Us felt at this s¢ a tee a. os" the admission prices were live and JOHN P. CARROI | 
wy this week. The $300,000. The t0 carrying 1,200 feet. In addition, the oe oe —_ nee oe i $e will 10¢ John P. Carroll, publi man 
“a ill advance of arount vo . © Fairbanks has worked out a way then it’s ikely that re forms will He became associated with Gril- so. Fay's theatres in Providence, 
’ usual reserve ae ong pn ae of maintaining constant focus from - egg evident next R ear. The! sth theatres in 1927. Had been R. I., for 30 years, died w 
» chon 7 a) - . 7 x « "1ces ; seas , > I d 7 
ng cumulated. om “$11,000 week, One camera to another, of standard ° 18 gene Mong aa i on for the their vice president lor the past tioning at Chatham, M: 
— ing to net about $ 4 he split overall lighting, of true framing ee ee ee “ aL ;' a ne | few years. Was a director of Mo- “ gurvived by wife, two : 
Inda, which will hencetfor' - * Bis .<, for cameras mounted on dollies and | Mass trade. Slashes will be ¢ aa tion Picture ‘Theatre Owners of gatgnhter. two sisters and ; ' 
om a between producers -agel ng of a continuous sound track so aay ak we yp ced ae mage America al the time of tie merge! 
. *f ‘tua "OSU 0,” an ~s om ee . av ¢ 11S, > S *ssme } ' rical heatres Associa IS : - e : 
thei The  pocingperge oe Ba ag amera can be cut on and off pl ihiae te bb siladibensions : = _ =< 7 : o~ ¢ cae act William Price, 48, juicer on the 
ved 000 to : Pai the line, x = a oe eS sae "Then “of Paramount lot for 22 ye died 
. ; , ~ ¢ y coer _— ‘ j a » OLlvs ol R clic k, 
f the The principal running expense — any lon ser. ee en in forming Pheatre Ownel duly 29 la North Goliswood 
: cask he “ee / > the ci Pacing the reforms likely to America. : 
for “Pacific” is the rental of the Roced oI a 7 , : 
} 25th Majestic theatre, which comes to B Wh come next season, is a warme! and a hcliea Mitte Cetibiae tik wnrdioiane 
Para- $10,150 a week. Mary Martin and ur ey ee paces gig bigeye - pe WALTER OLITZKI 6 Pasa. ee hee & x Sd 
: . an seo "0 ’ > yatrons. ney ave O ge a : ’ ; See 
Ezio Pinza each get 7% - St amas CONtinued “rom page 1 sae as good a break as obtained Walter Olitzki, 50, W agnerian lywood. 
fro eg “oximately $3.542 east as good a break as obtaine nay he Metro- ae 
= ee <  Sppeee ere . Fun : : aes = ice > track baritone who sang with the setre . 
Brit- iece The authors, Richard relegated as features rather than in Jerse By this year, the trac politan and San Francisco Opera Mother, 75, of Lillian H nan 
Rodgers Oscar Hammerstein, 2d; ™ain attractions. They’ figure on will have discovered that there are companies, died Aug. 2 in Los An- )j,,wripght. died ine New York 
oe aie : Sis \Tish, hd -too-risque set ev ¢C: nore $2 bettors than any other : ° - Wie oo ala 
c his 1 jogan and James Michener, @ not-too-risque setup they can m fad ; 7 geles. Aug. 4 
Cali- ee nity of 10°, and Logan angle plenty femme trade and also_ type. That's where most of the He was born in Hamburg, Ger n 
ra 907 as director. circumvent further costly con- money is likely to be. many and was i American citi- 
Narin Ts indic ad the profits will be troversies with local authorities of zen ’'He sang leading roles for 10 t af £ | 
t As indicated, rofits satres plaved — — en. sf Sane ae bo ' f 
licity ; ) betw > producers theatres played. years at the Municipal Opera Cuga Paid CiT 
split ito ie go in ss Interest Better Talent B id 1] House, Koenigsberg, Germany. He : 
Ozier = ~ il ed its ee aban “If we clean up our shows,” one ergman y was a nephew of the operatic con- = Continued from page 1 Socmc 
; re, Oo rs ¢£ f ramMmers : — : P aE peer : ‘ ‘ on eee Bae 
ation SS 50% sacs. Lowen wets $0545 spokesman continued,” we'll be able ——— Continued from pase 3 {| traito, Rosa Olitzka. . _. in their musical tastes.” South-of- 
ge le : fey aaea 12140. Same ‘tO interest better talent. With =e Other operas in which Olitzki i cishee “Seaaam Mii dkacikdes de “nkld 
doa and Le evil) olaghsies at the. nro. Vaude on the upbeat, there’s no of interest. It is hoped that a was heard at the Metropolitan in- the order, Paul maton an is § 
with aes the eee i saneaar to reason why rejuvenated burlesque new publicity campaign will hypo cluded Wagner's “Die Meister- king of jazz while the current tep 
ceeds 0 a ser gary. + should not again become a proving it to bigger grosses when it goes cinger” “Siegfried.” “Goetter- american bands are hardly known 
er, > f: f 1950, | 5 a , pI sses § singer, wegiriee, aw American bands are hardly k ; 
ih i be sent on tour mn = perdi Brecn Zround for new talent, as it had into general release at regular’ qaemmerung” and “Parsifal and a oak Sika ah ini enaiie 
hes and from foreign ne coor vif “rg been traditionally for years before! prices in six months to a year.| Richard Strauss’ “Der Rosenkava- xs ie tonah ak a teed 
Hos- There won't be a ‘en. Eiat eats stein the switch to the ‘dirt’ formula.' Unless this happens, producer lier.” In 1944, he was assisting rode os 1e crest of a was. 
with : the Rodgers-I icles’ tins To this end each show, in addition | Walter Wanger, Miss Bergman and artist with the Branscombe ogee pix buildup through which the 
two a of gb 5 ies sar of their ‘© Yegular principals, will carry the estate of director Victor Flem- for its annual spring concel ’ Cugat band attained a wide South 
= oe — . two or three vaude acts.” ing, as well as the investors, will | Town ail. American following. Many of tne 
saad Kate” last week paid another Combined circuits will start out | take a heavy shellacking. Pic} Cugat pix were released coinci- 
ae : i ast must do about $9,000,000 gross to) 3 JUTTIN a x ase 
$57,000 dividend to its backers, pice TR A gee ee ae break even $ 8 | DR, PERLEY G. NU TTING .q dentally with his tour which added 
bringing the profit thus far to *°*‘ ee a i : | Dr. Perley G. Nutting, 76, noted i, his band’s glamorization. 
$150,000 on the $180,000 invest-|2 N- Y. showcase, with shows’ | | optical physicist who aided in the esta saeih Bile eummonie Waid 
nt. The rate of return should Nearest approach to N. Y. being | ‘Joan’s’ Socko Foreign B.O. scientific development of motion a . a $4,500 eekly 
Senaaforth imerense moreover, as the Hudson, Union City, N. J., and | RKO’s “Joan of Arc” is showing pictures, died in Washington Aus. ie gael om ; 1 ie “tl “South 
se, » Ge , ir Jew: i : : Seay > Sar LT . » Interior * in guarantee IV ie § 
Anne the recently-opened second com- the Empire, Newark. There will hefty strength in the few over-| 8. He retired from the Interior De ‘ eee atoms in datlare 
Mu- : ml" wees .. also be about 15 stock burlesques | .... a a na alc Ras » fil has had partment several years ago. American promoters ars, 
any is playing to smash business . . seas engagements the film has had |} vhile the bandleader received the 
” en Nonat The ortwinal edi- operating, spotted in towns where to date. Picture drew amazingly A graduate of Leland Stanford bulk of hie preinsnise ag coat ae. 
vd tion grossing a regular $47,200 at the wheel shows are not played. well during a three-month London University, he went to po cor kn cia os nth opie lier sal ato 
the Century, N. Y., is netting run and last week started off - wre wee patie ose ct ghee wath ale ners cacti + Pest im 
— about $11,000 a week and has an. Bi Bl h Sista, teiiaam san Gascacens going to the Eastman Kodak Co., for six weeks for the city S an- 
uder estimated cash advance of about pa IZ a British Buiene ; oe" as assistant director of research. nual carnival season. He'll omit 
$200,000. . Conti 6 te oie 2 Seneieete "the Bergman spec- After the first World War he served Argentina because of the musici: ns 
~ “Salesman,” grossing $24,100 at aoe S 6+ tacle had racked up an “all-time” aS a consulting engineer in optics, union regulations there but will 
T the Morosco, N. i 1S netting about to angle the lure to an all-year or -d at th K hi Po Man seal his work including motion picture take in the rest of South America 
- $4,300, has a cash advance of ap- basis instead of waiting for the | a Ps it rane “ate oe ray. engineering. plus a swing through Spain, Portu- 
City proximately $170,000, and has re- short August racing season. There’s | joann reg pa tiga Siotigh a ‘gal, Belgium, Holland and Scan- 
i i invest- i ‘acti i Ith- | > : yng , inaviz 
iG | Rent Tn addion, I has accumu giving waters of tre apa"‘Samtoga le moved into the islands’ sue) SAVERIO COSTA dinavia, 8) 78 
if ‘ een /sequents to mop up. | Saverio Costa, 76, musician, diec urrently ¢ ol A: 
ton cme ; eoane Senpeny. The smenat a nie’ eeeageenl te | 1 fe iowa halen fies co Soe bars ie edad oni Ho 
> : > ‘oye 0 or - ¢ we 
‘ er : : : 21. Organizer and conductor of series of 60 quarter-hour shows 
. latter and the London production year cooing thao who agence Ae wa S the Roma Band of the 1930's, he commercial beaming to Latin Am- 
y. Y, are expected to increase the rate Saratoga drinking water and ba B y Ad h ; : fo Houston | aric: lene hie bane he will cote 
ad also helped to form Houston erica. Sans his band, he will con 
‘ideo of return to producers and back- spots. = ; ; Philharmonic Orchestra. duct an air chatter column in Span- 
lairy ers. | Conditions are ripe for this type ee Continued from page 3 | Born in Sicily, Costa, a prize ish under the program title of 
P of change. The property owners the objectionable term. But after winning trumpeter, landed in the “Cugat Speaks From Hollywood.” 
y ] pay little or no taxes because of | FC explained that it was a one S in 1908 and went to New dh ay pie 
7 . . the 5% track tax which remains quote from the pic, MPAA okayed | Ou1ecns 4 ' 
: . p , Joes rleans in 1932. 
kers Continuous Action in the county. This has been suf- it. All other advertising material | BIRTHS 
: ficient to pay all municipal and has also been taken directly from | Rte ond Mrs. Jack Archer i 
= Continued from page 1 Sem county needs. With little or no the film. Critics, however, contend | DON LOGAN ition Matiewued sso 
val- focussing than even the best kine- tax assessment, overhead is con- that the quotes, when wrenched | Don Logan, 36, former Oakland, Mother is Billie Rogers, trumpeter: 
New scope work to date. Thus, if a siderably cheaper and the visitor from their context, have distorted (@,) radio editor and theatre man- father is a band booker. 
star is unwilling to move to New can be given a break which prop- the film’s viewpoint. — : _ | ager, died Aug. 5 in Hollywood. Mr. and Mrs: William Free, son, 
rian -York for a live video show, he erty owners in other resorts can- Attack greg by a a | ores to 5 a, he was don = Burbank. Cal. Aug. 4, Mother is 
‘ ; y oO ; pire ai Bes Mia ye oe and later , is g. 4. 
Y. to could do a series under this system, not give. ing broke into the open last wee of Oakland Post-Inquirer an the former Baby Jeannie of films; 
Sy: >| ; ‘ ' , : sn. “ anager ; > é theatres 4, . : 5 
Cir- at TV’s cost and methods, without) At the same time, this 5% tax end when the Screen Office & Pro-| manager of Golden State thea Father is acter. 
. x ’ . | : , x - fter war service he joined 
allas leaving Hollywood. Use of the is resented by the mass of horse- | fessional Employees nag be roe Toul os aes a. Mr. and Mrs. Georgie Claire. son, 
ones system would add only about $1,000 players that hit the track. Winnings dressed a protest letter to FC an "in to y bie wife. e son end| Pittsburgh, Aug. 3. Father's » 
uper to the average $6,000-$7,000 pro- could be greater were it not for de Rochemont, saying: “Your pic- cna: Aga : booking agent. 
ther gram. Since the system would this additional levy. Thus many ture purports to fight an evil and | is mother. i sei tee. thesis die aoe 
anyon Permit an entire series of 13 shows in the New York City area prefer yet your method of selling it does | | Pittsburgh, July zs. Father's a 
sens, / é agen ee to Mon- just the opposite.” While modify- | EUGENE PLATZMAN : : ; 
to be lensed on a mass production to take their patronage to Mon- j pposi y- | Somdinesien. 
nS. basis, the cost per unit could be mouth, N. J., where this tax is non- ing the ads, FC execs stated that Eugene Platzman, 71, for 30 ‘ay, and Mrs. Jack Kahn daugh- 
Worked out at less than a live pro-| existent. The Monmouth track is oe was vk a Wer id years one of the outstanding ar- “et Pia ne ee 
duction ‘also more convenient. If the im-, the and severa ‘ rangers of piano erchestrations for ~~.) 201 a? gil ta : : 
: : P - sas ; Fé ‘ : : : asst. publicity direc*or tor WB in 
Can Film Show In 30 Minutes (post were reflected in Saratoga Negro citizens. | major music companies, died at Pittsburgh sone. 
a” Fairbanks claims the system is living costs, bettor- resentment | _ pxyon wert N. if . Bo Mr. and Mrs. Freddy Cortez 
tter than shooti ig ilm wouldn't be as high. | had been active up to yee 0. | 40 ohte Attsburgh. July 27. 
for video ston ths tebaee tun week | Gambling Off MARRIAGES Cause of his death is undisclosed. ah Paka vc F 
aldo straight th I i nd thus! . Gaming is also off from last year.| Maureen Stapleton to Max, Wife and two married daugh- . Jt ee 
clos ee een See : tor casi i -| Allentuck, New York, July 22. ters survive. Burial was in New Mr. and’ Mrs. Ben Gage, son, 
catch TV's necessary spontaneity. The major casinos are doing com Bride is an actress in “Detective york Santa Monica, Aug. 6. Mother is 
ar- And, 4S in standard film produc- | paratively well even though betting ntl ag pe dry le Bibaesicpoe of ork. Esther Williams, Metro star: father 
ab- tion, it is still possible to go back is considerably smaller. One of the CD LAN fh ee <.. is a radio actor. 
P : ; : : . didn’t hay eath of a Salesman. | sane 
for retakes if necessary. In addi- major spots didn’t have enough to| Ray eg ae a HENRY J. RAYMOND Mr. and Mrs. Georgie Hale 
uino lion, since it permits the lensing pay opening costs, but came in on ronan West Los Angeles, Aug. 9.|_ Henry J. Raymond, 46, band- daughter N. Y., Aug. 7. Father is 
uela ‘i De auous action, it cuts dras- the deal even though it lost . few ee te ales "leader, died in New Orleans, “a producer-director. 
wigs leally into : - -'davs. The horse-rooms in town weer. s / 1. A native of New Or- ; , 
ives quir the time usually re day il early evening or| Fern Katz to David Cooper, Chi- 31 <M q , Mr. and Mrs. Allen Ludden, 
IV ed for film production. Fol- are open until early e - > ‘de is film booker Jeans, he played saxophone an daughter. Hartford. July 31. Father 
and Owing the usual reh "a 30- shortly before the last race at the | cago, Aug. 7. Bride is film booker clarinet in theatres there during j- 2 continuity writer at WTIC 
; ual rehearsal, a - . ee : : for Si Griever office. 2 oi tt : ta 1S a continuity writer a 
minute program can be completely track—thus every effort is being 10 Pigs ee the vaudeville era and in night shore 
and med in 30 minutes made to give the steed courses the | Martha Knight to 7! ee clubs. Mr. and Mrs. Don Ettlinger 
va ean Wipes, dissolves, and other best break, but ihe money a ga Aug. 6. e’s a ba Survived py wife, son and a g,Mt. and Mrs. I eee 
; ck camera effects w lec- isn’t there | leader. sister. .’ film and radio scripte 
ina tronj peas Wereed Sec. ent ere ws inting.| Stacev Hunter to Philip Carlyle, er’s a film and radio scripter. 
play ja ny live TV shows, of | Cafe trade oe Pong Maes Pa., July 30. They’re ~ | Mr. and Mrs. Hal Abrahamson, 
Oe lab under che ey in ne oping ec ey's with the Min. | both legit players. SIMON SHEFFLER son, Chicago, Aug. 6. Fether is a 
0p t a0 under the Fairbanks sys- is spotty and Riley’s with the ¢ € oer pial ie . ’ : ain eaker with tesamses theetres Chi. 
An- But the money saved by the sky unit is doing only fair. The Joanne Dru to = heap bag ‘ Simon Sheffler, 53, ee ee M i oM Clark “Doc” 
i aster s i oan ol na AE Fe ‘¢ formerly raite's a, Cal., Aug. 7. Bride is an aet- ager of the Edward B. Marks Music Ir. and Mr; lar Cc 
ited th Shooting process will permit Brook club. formerly Outhwaite eo ee ! . Bs, aa ak Sade ag lok af & Weatt diiaeak in| Seles, int: Now York. Aug. 9. 
. of © producer tc afford s fork at the last minute installed Frank ress and torm orp., die a heart ¢ nl - S ws 
of 1@ Wants j — no ee ee the attraction, but re- Haymes, singer; he’s stage and his office in New York, Aug. 3. He Father is radio: organist. 
r of i the Siliter - = ont 9 mbier Pasmer = . 7 inting screen player had been with the music firm for a Mr. and Mrs. John Carradine, 
me together the << oamer, who splices turns are tgs Piping Rock is Cecile Roy to John Beni, New number of years. son, in San Mateo, Cal., Aug. 8. 
e Ent on € film from th. ¢differ- Incidentally. the 2 Pigg ents EY Sine4 s §. Bride is a radio act- Survived by wife, wu sons anda Mother is Sonia Sorel, actress; 
o Pinal Cameras in the ; ot se- operating sans line this year and York, Aug. 6. id donates Saanae 4 a lua cok ie acter 
nce, the job d ; : re » that isn’t paying ress. . oo RK silos UG NON IW ab Chae amieie<Aoi 
one instantane- it’s an economy (thas + OF 19 i a 4 
pure a | ) a ‘ 2Lo ; 
wbi ID 
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Marge and Gower Champion 
bring their brilliant dance stories 
to Charlie Morrison’s Mocam bo, 
Hollywood . . . August 14 


Personal Managemeni—Lou Mindling * Musical Director—Richard Pribor Pictures-Stage—Louis Shurr * Night Clubs—MCA Artists Ltd. 
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